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TO HIS grace 

E D Vv^ A R D, 
duke of NORFOLK, 

EARL MARSHAL OF ENGLAND, &g. 

My LORD, 

When I found it neceffary to 

publifli a Second Edition of this 

) I tboii^bt inyfelf obliged to 

addrefs it to Your Grace : And Your 

Grace having jflievvn an inclination 

towards E7tglipD Coins, makes me 

hope the Work itfelf will not be 

h 2 unac 



DEDICATION. 

unacceptable. I am very confcious of 

its defedls; but, imperfedt as it is, 

I flatter myfelf Your Grace will 

accept it as a teflimony of refpedl 

and gratitude, from, 

May it pleafe Your Grace, 

Your Grace’s moll obliged. 

And faithful humble Servant, 

STEPHEN MARTIN-LEAKE. 

Clarenceux. 



P R E F A C E 

TO THE 

SECOND EDITION. 

JV^HE N this Book was jirji publijhed in the 

year our Englifh Coins had been very much 

neglected there were but few Colle^ions, and the 

Author (then a young Member of the Society of 

Antiquaries) could offer very little from his own 

obfervation. His principal view was, to excite 

ithers to a Jearch into this branch of our Engliih 

Antiquities ; and confidering how eagerly our 

Englifli Coins have been fought after, how much 

the value of them has been enhanced, and how 

many curious Colleblions have been made fince that 

tme, it Jccms to have had the defired effebi. 

As 



VI PREFACE. 

■ As ly theje means many new dijeovertes havi 

been madcy which illujirate and ajeertain the 

different Pieces, a Hljlory of our Money has been 

more than ever defred. But nothing of that 

kind having appeared, the frf imprefjion of this 

Book long fince difpofed of, and a demand for it 

fill fubffing, the Author was prevailed upon 

to offer this Second Edition ; and he undertook it 

the more willingly, confidering the imperfefiions of 

the Firfi, and that it was known to be his. If it 

had not been for this, the Public would either not 

havefeen this edition, or without his name to it, 

not being in the leaf deftrous to he knozun as art 

Author. ■ 

As to this Second Edition, though upon the fame 

plan 'as the‘ former, it is fo much imffoved and 

enlarged, that it is in a manner wholly new. 

Every reign confifs of an hiforical and a defer ip ~ 

tive part; the frf deduced from our haws, Hifo- 

ries, and Records-, the other containing a particular 

defeription of'the particular Coins, fuller, and 

more complete than in the former edition, befides 

thofe flruck by our Kings in foreign parts'. ‘He is', 

however,'fe'nfihk of many defefls in every article. 

Whoever 
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Whoever undertakes a full and ecniflete Uijlory of 

our tnglifli Moneyj fhould view all the Cabinets 

of the Curious^ whiih is attended ‘with fo much 

trouble, andfiich infinite obligations, that is fuffi- 

dent to dijcourage the moft eager Antic^uary (much 

more the Author) from undertaking it: and 

though he had feen each Colletlion, he would yet 

want that leifure, aj^d opportunity, to compare the ■ 
Coins, which is abfcliitdy neceffary. It is a work, 

therefore, only to be undertaken by a Society of 

Antiquaries, which would obviate all thefe incon¬ 

veniences ; and, by this means, a complete, beauti¬ 

ful, and corred feries might be exhibited to the 

Public (as fome of the more farce and valuable 

Pieces have already been) which we can hardly 

cxpeli to fee well executed by any other tneans. 

As the Author has had little or no information 

from the Colledions of others, his defeds are the 

more pardonable, though, he hopes, there will be 

found no material errors-, and perfedion in a 

work of this nature is impoffible, even though he 

hadfcrutinized every Cclledion, and confulted all 

our Connoijfeurs ; for, after all, many things mufi 

be left to conjedure-, and where he has given his 

opinion, 
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cpinion, it will always give place to a letter, lie 

could indeed have been more full in the Hiftorical 

Fart than he has been, but he chdfe to contrail ity 

having no defign to anticipate a more complete 

llijlory of our Englifh Money, which he hopes our 

Antiquaries will one day give us. And he will 

be fully Jatisfied to fee his defects/applied, and ano¬ 

ther fnijh what he has imperfeblly begun. 
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A N 

historical account 

O F 

ENGLISH MONEY, &c. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Before we enter upon our Account 
of EngliJJi Money from the Norman Con- 
queft, it will be proper to fay fomething 

briefly of the Money in Ufe antecedent to 
that Time, with fome other Matters necef- 
fary to beprevioufly difcufled. 

Barter, or Exchange of one Commodity 
for another, is generally agreed to have 
been the rnoft ancient Way of Traffic, till 
Neceflity, the Mother of Invention, found 

^ out 
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INTRODUCTION. 

out the Ufe of Money, as a common Mea- 

fure for all Things. 

When, and by whom Money was firfl 

invented, is very uncertain ; but probably 

it began foon after Mankind multiplied upon 

the Earth, and had Commerce with each 

other. The Jews, and fome others, attri¬ 

bute the Invention to T^ubalCain^ becaufe 

he is faid " to have been an Inftrudlor of 

every Artificer in Brafs and Iron : But this 

will require a ftrong Imagination to con¬ 

ceive ; nor does it appear there was any 

Money in Ufe before the Flood ; but after¬ 

wards it is exprefsly mentioned in Scrip¬ 

ture. Abimelech'° to Sarah a thoufand 

Pieces of Silver, and Abraham^ weighed 

four hundred Shekels of Silver, current 

Money with the Merchant, which he paid 

to Ephron the Hktite for a Place of Burial. 

'Jofeph ** was fold to the Midianite Aler- 

chants for twenty Pieces of Silver ; and 

Brethren "carried Money \nio Egypt 

to buy Corn, which fufficiently proves the 

current Ufe of Money at that Time, in 

thofe refpedtivd' Places. Some think that 

this Money was flampedwith the Figure of 

* Genefis iv. 22. Genefis xx. 16. ® Ib. xxiii. 16. 

* lb. xxxvii. 28. ® Ib. xlii. 
a 
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ft Lamb, becaufe in another Place*, Jacob 

is faid to have bought a Parcel of a Field 

of the Children of Hamor, for Centum Ag^ 

nis, as the vulgar Latin has it, and the old 

Englijh Tranflation, an hundred Lambs, 

or Money fo marked • and that they were 

Pieces of Money, is pretended to be proved 

from a PalfageNn New Lejiamentfor 

which Reafon, and becaufe Money is men¬ 

tioned in other places of the Book ofGeneJs, 

our latter Commentators have made it Cen^ 

turn Nummis,Qv a hundred Pieces of Money. 

And a French Writer ' is fo particular, 

that he tells us they were real Money, 

like the Frefich Mu tons, and that Thare, 

Abraham s Father, graved the Stamps. But 

.belides, that this Money is fometimes (as 

above) called Pieces of Silver, and Abra-^ 

ham paid his Shekelsby Weight; the 

Name itfelf, from Shakal, to weigh, implies 

as much ; for Money, at the firft, feems 

to have been a Merchandize, exchanged or 

given for other Commodities. According 

to the Decalogue, the Je%gs were not to 

W, nor never had, the Reprefentation of 

* Genefis xXxii. 19. » Ads vii. 16. c Monf. Boizard 
Jraite des Moneys, 8vo, Paris 1714, p. 4. d gge likevvifc 
Jacob’3 Sons, Gen. xliii. 21. 

B 2 any 
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any living Creature upon their Money, to 

take away all Occafion of Idolatry. It is 

alfo certain, that Payments were long after 

this made in Cattle; for thus Homer values 

the Golden Armour of Glaucus at one 

hundred Beeves, and the Copper Armour of 

Diomedes at nine; and the Greeks * were 

derived from yavan^ the fourth Son of 

yapethy whence it is that yavan is fome- 

times put for Greecey and Ogyges is fuppofed 

to have been cotemporary with the Patri¬ 

arch yacol;. But T^hefeus ^ who reigned 

in Atticay about the Time of the Judges in » 

IfraelyQomtd. Silver Money, with the Stamp 

of an Ox upon it. Afterwards the Grecian 

Kings and Cities, a great while before the 

Foundation of RornCy coined Money, both 

of Silver and Gold, with curious Heads and 

Reverfes, fo exquilitely performed, that 

the Romans hardly ever equalled it in their 

moft flourilhing Rate. This Money the 

Greeks called Nojnifmay of NomoSy becaufe 

it was ordained by Law. 

In Italyy yanus % the firfl King of La^ 

tiumy who reigned feven hundred Years 

® Potter’s Antiq. of Greece, vol. i- p- 3’ 5’ 
b Signior Barnardo Davenzati’s Difeourfe upon Coins, 4to, 

Lond. 1696. p. II. ' Knowledge of Medals, 8vo, Lond. 

1697, p. 49, 15, 48. Sir Walter Rawleigh’s Hilt- of the 

World, Lib. i. p. 140. before 
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before the Foundation of Rome, (about the 

timeof Ruf/jJ ov Safurnhisfucceffor, flampt 

the firfl; Money there of Copper, having the 

Head of ^anus, or of Janus and Saturn 

joined together by the hinder Parts ; and 

on the Reverfe the Prow of a Ship: 

Which Money continued in Ufe till five 

hundred Years after the Building of Rome, 

when the Romans having made themlelves 

Mailers of all Italy, coined Silver Money, 

and fome Time afterwards Gold, having at 

firfi; only Leather Money, in King Nuffia^s 

Time, and plain Copper, without any Mark 

at all, till King Servius Ilullus Firfl flamped 

them with the Figure of an Ox, a Sheep, 

or a Hog j at which Time it began to be 

called Pecunia, a Peciide. It was alfo 

called Moneta a Monendo, becaufe it does 

admonifli us of its Name and Value j and 

from this Latin Word Moneta, the Saxon 

VIovdMunet, or Money, the German Muntz, 

the French Monnoies, the Italian Moneta, 

the Spanijh Moneda, are derived. 

Whether the Britons had any coined 

Money in thefe early Times, has been much. 

> Davenzati’s Difcourfe, p. 11. Camden’s Remains, 8vo, 
iond. 1674" ch. Money. 

B3 contro 
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controverted amongft our Antiquaries^ 

Cafar they ufed for Money, Brafs, or 

' Iron Rings, fized at a certain Weight, of 

which kind tells us he had feen found, 

and dug up in little Crufes, or Pitchers of 

Earth ; but he is the only Writer, I think, 

that pretends to have feen any of it f How¬ 

ever that be, certain it is, there have been 

found in this Ifland, and are now extant, 

Coins of Gold, Silver, and Brafs, of various 

(liapes and weights, which Camden' fays 

he never could hear were dug up in 

other Countries, till of late (1607), fomc 

few were found of the fame kind in France-, 

which, however, is nothing extraordinary, 

confidering the Intercourfe between the two 

Nations, and that the Coins Britons 

are faid not to have been unlike thofe of 

the ancient Gauls. S:peed ^ dticvihas thefc 

Coins to be embolfed outward, and fhield- 

'like, whereon the Infcription or Face is 

feenj; the Reverfe hollow, as they moftly 

, are, and thereon their Devife, which is 

* Commentaries. His words are, Utuntur aut sere, aut an- 

nulis ferreis ad certain pondus examinatis, pro nummo «. 

But fome have it, aut Taleis j others, aut Laminis. 

h Speed’s Hift. of England, Fol. Lond. 1632. p. 25. 

' Britannia, by Gibfon, Lond. 1722. p. 109. Britannia,- 

|i, 114, <=|lift, of England, p. 2^. 

com-* 
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commonly a Ilorfe, or fome other Beafl:, a 

Ship, a Bird, or fome barbarous unintelli¬ 

gible Figure. 

The Queftion is, by whom thefe were 

coined, and for what Purpofe ? Bilhop 

Nkholfon ® gives his Opinion flatly, that 

never any of Kings coined Money; 

that mofl; of thofeijnV^ Pieces, which are 

not Counterfeits, he takes to be Amulets, 

which were in ufe among the Romans a 

good while after they came into Britain; 

and the Amula, from whence they had 

their Name, was a little drinking-cup, moft 

probably of the Faflaion of thefe Coins : 

But he does not refolve us why the Britons 

imitated the Romans in their Amulets, and 

not in their Coins, feeing, from the Time 

of Julius Cirfar, to that of Claudius, they 

lived under their own Laws, and were 

governed by their own Kings. 

Camden'^ thinks, that after the arrival of 

the Romans in this Ifle, the Britons imi¬ 

tated them : That this fort of Money did 

not pafs current in the way of Trade, but 

was at flrfl; coined for fome fpecial purpofe: 

* Englifh Hiftorical Library, fol. Lond. 1714. p. 36. 

^ Camden’s Remains, 8vo, Lond. 1674. ch. of Money, 

Britannia, Conjeftures upon Britifh Coins, p. 113. 

B 4 That 
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That after Ccefar had impofed a Tribute 

upon the Britons^ and they were afterwards 

opprelfed with Cuftoms, and other Taxes, 

for Corn-Grounds, Plantations, Groves, 

Pafturage of greater and leller Cattle, fuch 

Coins were firft ftamped for thefe ufes ; for 

greater Cattle with a Horfe, for leffer with 

a Hog, for Woods with a Tree, and for 

Corn-Ground with an Ear of Corn: Thofe, 

with a Man’s Head for Poll-money. I have 

thought (fays he) that in old Time there 

was a certain fort of Money coined on pur- 

pofe for this ufe ; feeing in Scripture it is 

called Tribute-Money : And I am the more 

confirmed in this Opinion, becaufe in fome 

of the Britijh Pieces, there is the Mint- 

Mafter ftamping the Money, with ^afcia, 

which among the Britans fignifies a Tri¬ 

bute-Penny : But he admits they after¬ 

wards came into common ufe, and guelfes 

them to have been flamped by the BritiJJ:> 

Kings, as they have flamped on them their 

Effigies and Titles. 

Speed tells us % Cimobeltney to make his 

Eflate more refpedled, caufed his own 

Image to be flamped upon his Coins, after 

the Manner of the Ramansy who had new- 

* Hiftory of England, p. 5 3. 
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1y taken up that Fafhion, Ju/ius Cafar 

being the firft who had his own Stamp on 

the Roma?2 Coins. This Cunobeline flou- 

riflied under Angujliis and T’iberius, lived 

fome Time at Rome^probably might 

bring from thence fome of the Roman Cuf- 

tomsj and, reigning a long Time, had both 

Occafion, and Opportunity, to coin more 

Money than any other, which is the Rea- 

fon that we find fo many of his Coins, and 

fo few others. Some of thefe are coined at 

Maldon, hischief Place of Refidence, having 

his Head on one Side, and upon the Re- 

verfe the Figure of a Man flamping Money, 

which looks like fome Improvement. Hence 

the Word Coyne''\i2<% been fuppofed to be 

an Abflrad: of Coynobelme, and not of Cu^ 

neus, which had no Relation to a Mint, or 

coining Money, tho' afterwards ufed to ex- 

prefs the Stamps, or Coins. 

But if the Britons had learned the Art of 

Coining from the Romans, they would, tho’ 

never fo inartificially, have**endeavoured to 

imitate their Manner of Coining; (where¬ 

as, by their Form they are known to be 

Britijh, no other Nation, fays Speed'", 

flamping the like, except fome few among 

* Eng. Plift, lib, p-36. Specd’sKift. ofEng.p. 25. 

the 
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the Grecians:') And “ inftead of unintel¬ 

ligible Characters, as fome have, we fliould 

have had Roman Letters, fuch as by fome 

Coins of Ca^fjibelan and CunobelinCy we find 

they made ufe of after their Conqueft. 

The Metal of which they are made, is 

likewife another Proof of their Antiquity; 

the Gold**, for the moft Part, being mixt 

Metal, or rather Native EleCtrum, fome of 

Silver, others of Brafs, Copper, or Iron 

blanched over. From all which Circum- 

ftances, it is more than probable, this Sort 

of Money was in Ufe before the Roman 

Conqueft. And why might they not, in 

this, be fuppofed to have imitated the Phee- 

niciansy who were the firft that traded hi¬ 

ther, as well as they did, afterwards, their 

Conquerors, the Romans? For that this 

Ifland was known to the Greeks much ear¬ 

lier than Mr. Camden is fometimes willing 

to allow, is evident from a remarkable Paf- 

fage in Athenaus\ where he allures us, 

that the Timber employed in building the 

famous Ship, called Navis Alexandrtna^ 

and launched by Archimedes, particularly 

* Britannia in Wales, Vol. z. p. 774. Walker’s 

Notes upon Britifh Coins in Camden’s Britan, p. 114. 

c. Magna Britannia, 4to, Lond. 1720, Vol. i. Introdu£l, 
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the great Tree for the Main-maft, was con¬ 

veyed out of Britain to Syracufey by Phi- 

leas y a noted Meehanick of Pauromenium, 

In fhort, if thefe are not Coins of the Bri- 

tonsy it may be afked, Whofe are they ? 

For they were coined here, or brought in 

by the Phceniciansy the Greeksy or fome 

other trading Nation, which no Man has 

yet pretended to^fliew. But, at the fame 

Time, upon the Teftimony of Crefavy it is 

probable, the Britons might likewife have 

their primitive Brafs and Iron Money a- 

mongft them, efpecially in the Inland Parts 

of the Ifland, not enriched, or improved by 

Trade, the other being coined by their 

greateft Princes, as a Mark of their Wealth 

and Grandeur. 

When the Romans had extinguifhed the 

Kings here*, they fuppreffed the Britijh 

Coins, and brought in their own as a Proof 

of their Conqueft. Thefe were current 

here, about five hundred Years, from the 

Time of Claudiusy unto Valentinian the 

Younger, and were coined either at RomCy 

Lionsy or Lriers', but Conjlantine 

^ Mint at LondoUy and a Treafurer of the 

Mint, called Prrepojitus Lhefaurorum Au-^ 
0 

* Camden’s Remains, p. 232. 

I? 

giifienfiunty 



12 INTRODUCTION. 
guftenjiiim, London being called Augujla in 

the declining State of the Empire. We 

have a great many of thefe Coins of Con- 

Jlantine^ which prove there was a Mint at 

London in his Time, properly* at the Re- 

qiieft of Helena his Wife, who like wife 

perfuaded her Son Conjlantine to wall the 

Metropolis of this her native Country, 

The 'Roman Empire in Britain expired in 

the four hundred and feventy-lixth Year 

from Ccefars Landing, in the Reign of Va- 

lentinian the Third; after this, few of the 

Coins of the fucceeding Emperors are to be 

found in thefe Parts. But it feems proba¬ 

ble, fays Camden ^ their Coins were ftill 

current here a long Time; for there never 

as yet, have been any Coins found of Vor- 

tigevy VorUmeTy ^Aurelius-Ambrofiusy Ar¬ 

thur y and others, who lived in thofe Times. 

As for the Britonsy or Welchy fays he, what¬ 

ever Jura Majejiatii their Princes had, I 

cannot underftand that they ever had any 

Coins of their owm ; for no Learned of that 

Nation have at any Time feenany found in 

Walesy or elfewhcre. 

Next to the Romans fucceeded the Sax¬ 

ons, who came into Britain about the Year 

* Thorefby’sTopography'of Leeds, Fol, Lond. i7*S» 

P- 337* . > Remains, p. 235, 
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of our Lord 449. Their Coins * were not 

unlike thofe of the firft Race of the Kings 

of tlie Franksy who fettled in France near 

the Time that the Saxons invaded Rngland: 

Both Nations Teem to have had the fame 

Language and Gufloms, and to have imi¬ 

tated each other, as in other Things, fo in 

their Coins, both in Figure, Weight, and 

Manner of Stamping j but in this they dif¬ 

fered, that the Franks,more Variety, 

and frequent Changes, both of Allay, 

Weight, and Value in their Coins, and their 

Princes made thereof great Advantage, to 

the Prejudice of their Subjedls ; whereas 

this Nation has very feldom pradiifed it, 

then, or lince, for which, even the French 

Writers cannot help applauding us. 

Their Silver Coins were all Pennies, of 

different Sizes, as broad as our Groats and 

Six-pences at this Day, and made thin, to 

prevent falfifying, having on one Side the 

King’s Head, and fometimes his Name on^ 

]y, and on the other the Name of the Mint- 

Mafter, or Governor, or Name of the Place 

where coined : Sometimes, inflead thereof, 

a Monogram, a Scrowl, or other poor De- 

* Walker’s Notes upon Saxon Coins in Camden’s Bri-i 

tannia, p., 1.75. 

vice I 
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vice; or (when Chriflianity prevailed) a 

Crofs : But that the Reverfe of their Coins 

was for the inoft Part quarterly divided % 

for the Conveniency of breaking them into 

Half-pence and Farthings, is not true, for 

there are but few fo divided : Nor was there 

any Need for this Practice, fince it appears 

by the Saxon Gofpels that they had Half¬ 

pence and Farthings, which, perhaps, were 

of a bafer Matter. They had Copper Sty- 

ca’s alfo% fmaller than the Penny, having 

the King’s Name on one Side, and Coiner’s 

on the other, eight of which made a Penny, 

(as the Liards de France), and ferved them 

for ordinary Change : Of thefe % a vail 

Quantity was found at Rippon, in the Year 

1695, before which we had much fewer of 

Brafs than Silver. 

As to Gold Money, they had none of 

their own, but they had Foreign Gold 

Coins, called in Latin Bizantini", as be¬ 

ing coined at Conjiantinople, fometime called 

Bizantinm; for Diinjian, Archbifliop of* 

Canterbury, purchafed Hendon in Mtddlefex, 

for two hundred Byzantines. But all Be¬ 

zants were not coined at Bizantinm; for 

* Britannia, p. 177. Englifh Hill. lib. p. 44. 

^ Camden’s Tables. ** Britannia, p. 203, * Cam¬ 

den’s Remains, ch. Money, 

before 
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Before the Turks poflefled that City, they 

had Scarrazin Bezants, as Menejlrier*‘ 

proves from feveral authentick Writers, and 

that they were the common Money of the 

* Afterwards they becanie current 

all over Europe^ and from this general Ufe, 

the Word Bezant was applied to all Sorts of 

Gold Money, tho’ not coined at Conjlanti^ 

?jopk, (as Florin was afterwards) for we do 

not find the Bezant of any certain Value, 

but.varying in different Places; fome make 

their Value to have been a Ducatora 

Florin' and Half. The Bezants offered by 

Henry the Second of France at his Corona¬ 

tion, were about the Value of a double 

Ducat a-piece. St. Louis of France was 

redeemed for two hundred thoufand Be¬ 

zants, which were then valued' at one 

hundred thoufand Livres; and a Piece of 

Gold valued at fifteen Pounds, offered by 

our Kings upon high Feflival Days, is called 

a Bezantincy for no other Reafon, but be- 

caufe Pieces of that Denomination were an¬ 

ciently offered by them, as being the only 

Gold Coin then in Ufe : And in this feiifc 

* Origine de Annoiries, 8vo, Paris, 1679, p. 482. 

Kennet s Paroch. Antiq. ^ Bibl. Cotton. Nero, cap. 

Xi. II. ‘‘Meneftrier, ib. p. 482. * Camd. Remains, 

ch. Money, 236. Jonocillein Life of St. Louis, cap. 42. 
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it is, that in Blazoning of Arms, a Piece of 

Gold Money is called a Bezant. 

The Saxon Sailing, or Shilling ’ was 

purely nominal, as Marks and Nobles af¬ 

terwards. In that Age, and fucceeding 

Times, all Money-Accounts palTed by the 

•Name of Pe?2ce, Shillings, Pounds, and Man^ 

cufes', live of thefe Pennies made their Shil¬ 

ling, in our Money, one Shilling and Three¬ 

pence j Forty-eight of thofe Shillings their 

Pound, with us three Pounds; the Manca, 

Jh/lancuja, ov Marca of Silver, the fifth Part 

of an Ounce, about our Shilling j the Man¬ 

ca of Gold their Thirty-pence, our feven 

Shillings and Six-pence. There was like- 

wife a Phrifnia ; which fome.have thought 

three Shillings, others the third Part of a 

Shilling ; but Bilhop Nicolfin % from King 

Athelftan\ Laws, makes the P’hrifma 

the lame with their Peningna, Penny, or 

Sccat. 

The Privileges of Coining the Saxon 

Kings communicated to their Subjedls j for, 

according to Stow Atheljian made feven 

coining Mints at Canterbury, four for the 

King, two for the Archbilliop, and one 

* Camd. Remains, p. 234. ^ Englifh Hift. Library, 

p. 44. Annals, p. 82. Camd. Remains, ch. Money.^ 

for 
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for the Abbot: At Rochejier three, two for 

the King, and one for the Bifhop : Befides 

thefe, at London eight, in Winchejier lix, 

in Lewis two, in Hajiings two, in Chichef- 

ter one, in Hampton two, in Wareham two, 

in Exeter two, in Shaftejbiiry two, and in 

every'good Town one Coiner 5 at which 

Time falfe Coiners loft their Hands by 

Law. Though by this it appears there were 

other Mints than the King’s, yet it feems 

they had the Stamp given them to coin 

with, as incident to that Privilege. So 

King Edward the Confejor, confirming the 

Liberties of St .Edmund" (St .Edmundjbury y, 

gave to Abbot Baldwin a Stamp, and Au¬ 

thority to have an Exchange, or Mint, and 

to coin in his Monaftery. The Coins now 

extant prove this, and fibew there were very 

few confiderable Towns without a Mint; 

for befides thofe particularly mentioned in 

Athel/ians Law, there are Coins of Lincoln^ 

Exeter, Norwich, Evejham, York, Giou- 

cejier, Ipfwich, Derby, Brijlol, Shrewjbury, 

Worcejler, Walingford, Lhetford, and others. 

. The Danes ^ whilft they governed here, 

ufed the Saxon-Vik.e Penny, though they 

reckoned by Ores, per Oras, which, ’tis 

• Stow’s Annals, p. yj. b Camden’s Britannia, p. 177. 

C thought. 
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thought, was not the Name of any Coin, 

but uled only in accounting. Twenty Ore 

were rateable at two Adarks of Silver. 

The Norman Kings continued to coin the 

fame Sort of Money as their Predeceffors 

the Saxons, only a little lighter ; for fome 

of the Saxon Pennies weigh above a Penny¬ 

weight, whereas few of thefe reach twenty- 

two Grains. 

Computation was made by Marks and 

half Marks, Ounces and half Ounces of 

Gold; and Silver, in Pounds, Marks, 

half Marks, Shillings, and Pence. The 

Mark of Gold was equal to an hundred and 

twenty Shillings of Silver, the Ounce of 

Gold equal to fifteen Shillings, the Pound 

of Silver twenty Shillings, the Mark thir¬ 

teen Shillings and four Pence, the Shilling 

twelve Pence, a Penny a Penny-weight, or 

the twentieth Part of an Ounce, equal to 

our Three-pence; fo that a Pound of Sil¬ 

ver was a Pound both in ^^l^eight and in 

Tale; and till the Time of Edward the 

Firfl, the Engiijh Pennies were to have the 

fame Weight, though, as I have obferved, 

they ufually fall fhort two Grains. 

All great Payments were made by 

Weight 3 fo the Conqueror allowed Edgar 
Atheling 

$ 
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Atheling % a Pound Weight of Silver every 

Day, which Sir John Haward calls twenty 

Shillings : So Duke Robert ** mortgaged his 

Dutchy of Normandy to his Brother Rufus, 

for fix thoufand fix hundred and lixty-hx 

Pounds of Silver : But Purveyances ' were 

changed into Money, and were colledled by 

the Sheriff in the following Proportions. 

Bread for an hundred Men, one Shilling. 

One Pafture-fed Ox, one Shilling. 

A Ram or a Sheep, four Pence. 

Provender for twenty Horfes, fourPence. 

Thefe being gathered by the Colledtors, 

were paid in grofs into the Exchequer by 

Weight; and by Reafon of the Lightnefs 

or Badnefs of the Money, it was ordained 

that the Fermes of Manors fhould be paid 

ad Scalam, by paying Sixpence above the 

Pound, or twenty Shillings, at firft thought 

fufficient to make good the Weight; but 

the Money afterwards growing worfe. Pay¬ 

ments were ordered not only to be made ad 

Scalam, but alfo ad Penfum, which was to 

make good the Deficiency of Weight, by 

paying as much Money for a Pound Ster- 

* Speed’s Hill. England, p. 426. » Daniel’s Hill. Eng. 

in Kennet, p. 106. Notes. «= Englilh Hill. lib. p. 25 

Liber Niger Scaccarii, in Chronicon Prcciofum, 69. 
^ Lovvnd’s Eflay, p. 4. 

C 2 ling. 
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ling, as weighed twelve Ounces: And be- 

caule* the Money might anfwer Niimero et 

Pondere, and neverthelefs be mixed with 

Copper or Brafs, they had a Method of af- 

faying the Money \ called the Trial by 

Combuhion, which was in Ufe under He?7ry 

the Firft, as appears by Domcfday-Book ; 

and in the Reign of Hcnny the Second, 

when the Biihop of Salijbury was- Trea- 

furer, an Officer was conftituted, called 

Miles Argentarius, or Affiay-Mafter, to try 

the Money, little or nothing differing from 

, the prefent Method of affaying Silver for its 

Finenefs'y and probably from this Regulation 

we may owe the firft Introduction of Ster¬ 

ling, or Standard amongft us j which, as it 

cannot certainly be fix’d to any particular 

Reign, I ffiall therefore confider in this 

Place. The Name of Sterling, or Eafter- 

ling\ is generally allowed to be derived 

from the Gerwinns in the Neighbourhood of 

Denmark, who, from their Eaftern Situa¬ 

tion, had the Name of Eajierlings, and be¬ 

ing the be'ft Refiners, were called in to per¬ 

fect OUTEnglijh Money j in old Deeds, call¬ 

ed Numrni Eajierhngt, fometimes ufed to 

> Lownds’s Effay, p. 5. Spelman’s Gloffary Verb. 

Libra, Camden’s Remains, cb. Money. ' Camdqn’s 

Rernains, Spelinan, 
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ijgnify a Penny, and fometimes the Stan¬ 

dard, as Probce moneta, among the Civi^ 

Hans, and Money du Roy in France: So 

Sterling and Standard became fynonymous 

Terms, and has everfince been ufcd to de¬ 

note the cejtain Proportion or Degree of 

Finenefsin Bullion or Coin. But our Anti¬ 

quaries are not fo well agreed when Ster^ 

was fird: introduced amongft us. The 

mod; common Opinion is % that King 

John fird: called in the Eajierlings, and 

coined Sterling Money : Others ^ afcribe it 

to Richard the Fird:, and fome ' to Hen?y 

the Second. 

' That Kingy^/^;/was the fird; of our Kings 

who called in the Eajierlings, to reduce the 

Silver to its due Finenefs, and coined Ster¬ 

ling Money, I fee little Reafon.to fupport. 

Stow informs us ** that he coined Money 

in Ireland, in the Year 1210, according unto 

the Weight of Englifh Money ; and another 

Writer, that King John “ made the Stand¬ 

ard of the Irijh Money equal to the Eng^ 

liJJj, at the fame Time that he'publifhed 

“ Camden’s Britannia, fol. Lend. 1722. vol. 2. p. 1225. 

BUhop Nicholfon’s Irifli Hiftorical Library, 8vo. Dublin, 

1724, p. 159. b Camden’s Remains, ch. of Money. 

' Stow’s Survey of London, vol. i. lib. 1. p. 83. Coke’s 

Inftitutes, part 2d. p. 575. Annals, p. 158. ' Preface 

to Davis’s Reports in Irilh. Hill. lib. p. 159. 

c 3 the 
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the Laws of England, and required the Ex¬ 

ecution of them in his new eredtcd Coun¬ 

ties of that Kingdom ; Oras Daniel * has 

it, caufed Englifh Money to be coined there, 

and to be of equal Value with that of this 

Kingdom, and current alike in both. By 

this King John was undoubtedly the firfl 

that coined Sterling Money in Ireland 3 but 

^ as it does not appear he ever coined any 

Money in England, (of which certainly we 

fhould have had fome remaining, if the Im- 

' provement had begun there) the EngliJlj 

flandard, or Money here referred to, muft 

have been previous to this Reign j and very 

unlikely is it, that this Refinement fhould 

begin in Ireland-, befides, that the Ufe of 

the Word Sterling was more ancient 

amongft us. 

Camden, in his Remains ^ afcribes the 

Introdudion of Sterling Money to Richard 

the Firft. In his Time, fays he, Eajierling 

Money began to be of efpecial Requefi; in 

England iox the Purity thereof, and fhortly 

after, fome of that Country, Ikilful in 

Mint-Matters, and Allaies, were fent for 

into this Realm, to bring the Coin to Per- 

fedion. But confidering King Richard is 

a Hift. of England. Chap. Money. 

rep re- 
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reprefented as a Corrupter*, rather than a 

Refiner, of the Efiglijh Coin; that though 

he reigned near ten Years, he was but eight 

Months ** of that Time in his Kingdom, 

and that the Wealth of the Nation was fo 

exhaufted, by his Exadions for the Holy 

War, they were forced to fell the Church-^ 

Plate to pay his Ranfom, it is hardly pro¬ 

bable he Ihould fet about reforming the 

Standard, when there was no Money to 

coin i and except a Piece with two Faces 

afcribed to him, we have none of his 

Money extant. 

It is faid ' indeed, that the hundred 

thoufand Pounds to be paid for King 

Richard'% Ranfom, was coined into Money: 

But befides, that we had no larger Money 

at that Time than Pennies, by the Agree¬ 

ment V the Emperor was to receive one 

hundred and fifty thoufand Marks of pure 

Silver, of Cologn Weight. By Coining 

therefore, was probably meant Refining, and 

for this Purpofe fome of thefe Eajierlhigs, 

perhaps, were fent for ; though the Word 

Eajierling, as a known and approved Stand¬ 

ard, occurs from the Beginning of this 

• Eveling’s Numlfmata, p. 233. Rapin, p. 257. 

* Stow’s Annals, p. 161. ^ Daniel’s Hift. of England, 
fol. Lond. 1621, p. 103! 

C 4 Reign : 
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Reign : So in his firft Year*, Anno 1189, 

the Kins: fold the Caftles of Berwick and 

Rokejburgh to the ScottiJJ:> King, for the 

fum of ten thoufand Marks EJierling j and 

Anno 1195*’, Robert Earl of Leicejler 

fered to the King of France for his Ranfom, 

one thoufand Marks Sterling. 

But the Word Sterlings denoting the 

Degree of Finenefs or Goodnefs, is much 

more ancient, though not known in the 

Conqueror’s Time, in regard there is no 

mention ' thereof in . Libro yudiciarioy or 

the Domefday-Book -y but about that Time, 

and afterwards in the Reign of Henry the 

FirR*’, we meet with Nimmi Sterilenfes for 

the latter Sterlingy and under Henry the 

Second it frequently occurs. 

There is an Ordinance'of Henry the 

Second for Normandyy Anno 1158, relating 

to the Exchange of Money,—Ft tlh qui 

debent argentum Domino Regi, reddant pi'o 

inarcay tredecim folidoSy & quatuor denarios 

Jierlingorum. 

According to HedlorBoetiuSy the Ranfom 

“ Roger Hovedon, in Stow, p. 159. ^ Ib. p. i6z. 

‘^•'Lownds’s ElTay, p. 16. ‘‘ Spelman Verb. Efterlingus, 

G. Somner, &c. * Leblanc. Traite de Monoyes de 

France, 4to, Amlterdam, 1692, p. 153. 

of 
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of’ Willmji King of Scotland^ Anno 1175, 

was fettled at an hundred thoufand Pounds 

Sterling, the one half in prefent Coin. 

And Anno 1184**, 30 If. 2. Ordmatio 

yoh. Reg. Franc. & Hen. 2. R. Angliee, hi 

fubjid. Ter. Sandire, in Terra regis Angliee 

cijmarhia duo denarios Andagevenjenjis mone- 

tee, <Sf in Anglia unus Jierlingus perfolvetur. 

Thefe Inftances are fufficient to Ihew the 

ufe of the Word Sterling, and fince we 

know that Henry the Second coined a great 

deal of Money, and regulated the Standard 

by a Miles Argentarius, or Allay-Mafter, 

where can we fix the Original of our 

Sterling more properly ? However that be, 

it is certain from this time we confiantly 

meet with Sterling, but without fpecifying 

the certain Degree of Finenefs, till the 

third of Edward the Firfi:; whence pro¬ 

bably it is that this King is fuppofed to be 

the firfi; who eftablilhed a Standard for the 

Coin, which is faid to have been preferibed 

in this Manner', by Gregory Roc kley. Mayor 

of London, and Mailer of the Mint. 

That in a Pound of Money containing 

twelve Ounces, there fliould be eleven 

* Speed’s Hift. of England, p. 504. Spelman Veib. 

Efterlingus. = Ledger-book of St. Edmundlbury, Camd. 
Remains, ch. Money. 

Ounces 
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Ounces two Pence Farthing fine Silver, and 

feventeen Pence Halfpenny Farthing Allay. 

The faid Pound to weigh twenty Shillings 

and three Pence in Account, each Ounce 

twenty Pence, and every Penny-weight 

twenty-four Grains and a Half. And the 

twenty-eighth of the fame King", an in¬ 

dented Trial-Piece of the Goodnefs of old 

Sterling was lodged in the Exchequer, and 

every Pound weight of fuch Silver, was 

to be fhorn at twenty Shillings and three 

Pence. But by the Statute de Monet ay.in 

his twentieth Year, the Pound of new 

Money was to weigh twenty Shillings. By 

another Law *’ it was likewife ordained, 

that no Goldfmith fliould make any Thing 

of Gold or Silver, except it was of true 

Allay, viz. Gold of a certain Touch, and 

Silver of the Sterling Allay, or belter ; and 

none to work worfe than the Silver in 

Money; fo that here we have Sterling 

eftabliihed by Law as the Standard both 

in Coin and Plate. 

After Edward the Firfi:, there is no In¬ 

denture of the Mint, whereby certainly to 

judge of the Proportion of the Standard, 

till the eighteenth of Edward the Third, 

* Lownds, p. 34. ^ Stat. 28 E. i. cap. 20. 

when. 
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when, by Indenture*, the Standard for the - 

Gold Coin was the old Standard or Sterling, 

of twenty-three Car. three Grains and a Half 

fine, and Half a Grain Allay; which Allay, 

(as the Red-book fays) might be of Silver or 

Copper; and the Reafon of this Allay of a 

bafe Metal, was to augment the Weight of 

the Silver or Gold, fo much as to counter- 

vail the Change of Coinage, and to make 

it the more fufile ; the Pound, which was 

twelve Ounces, was divided into twenty- 

four Carrats, or half Ounces, and every 

Carrat into four Grains of Gold, each Grain 

. being equal to two Penny-weights and a 

Half, or fixty common Grains. The Silver 

was of the old Sterling, of eleven Ounces 

two Penny-weight fine Silver, and eighteen 

Penny-wdght Allay. To this ancient Ster¬ 

ling, both for Gold and Silver, the Statute** 

of the ninth and twenty-fifth of Edward the 

Third refer; and by the ninth'of Henry 

the Fifth, all the Money of Gold and Sil¬ 

ver to be made at the Towery or at Chalicey 

or elfewhere in the Realm of Englandy by 

Authority Royal, was to be made of as good 

®Lownds, p. 18,20. 9E. 3. St. 2. cap. 2,3. St. 25 E 3. 

St. 5. ch.13. * 9H. 5. St. 2. ch. 6. Raftal, 36, 37. 

Allay 
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Allay and Weight,‘as it was then made at 

the Tower, which, by the Indenture, was 

■of the fame old Standard : And this was 

conftantly ufed in the following Reigns, 

till King Henry the Eighth debafed it: 

But Queen Elizabeth reftored it to its an¬ 

cient Purity, as it has ever lince continued 

in the Coin. A finer Standard ‘ was after¬ 

wards introduced for Plate, ' of eleven 

Ounces ten Penny-weight fine, in eVery 

Pound Troy, called New Sterling', but 

by the fixth of King George the Firft, the 

old Standard was reftored. 

- The fame Corrupter of Money that de¬ 

bafed the Silver, likewife debafed the Gold, 

which was never after fully reftored to its 

Purity; for.though Gold Money was coined 

in every fucceeding Reign of the fame old 

Standard, till the milled Money took place; 

yet other Money was likewife coined, of 

the Finenefs of twenty-two Carrats only, 

called Crown-Gold, which .was made the 

Standard of the Gold milled Money, and 

has continued in ufe ever fince. 

Before we quit this Subject, it may be 

necefiary to fay fomething of the Pound 

by which the Value of Money is eftimated, 

» 8 Will. 3. ch. I. fcwl. g. 
and 



INTRODUCTION. 

arid the’ Standard afcertained. Our Pound 

conrifted of twelve Ounces, as the Roman 

did, which was anciently ufed in France* 

for weighing of Gold and Silver ; with us 

it was called the Pound Troy, but by no 

Means fo early as Mr. Lownds ufes it, and 

feldom or never applied to the Coin. This 

Pound contained twelve Ounces, every 

Ounce twenty Penny-weights, and every 

Pennyweight thirty-two Grains of Wheat/ 

for fo the Statute of Henry the Third ** or¬ 

dains, which feems to be no new Law, but 

rather an Exemplification, or Confirmation 

of an old one : And the fame was afterwards 

confirmed' in the thirty-firfi: ofEdward the 

*Firfi:,and twenty-fifth o^Edwardthe Third, 

as it has continued ever fince. The firll: 

Mention I find of the Pound Troy, or Troy- 

weight, is for Goldfmiths, in the fecond 

of Henry the Fifth ; and what this meant 

is explained in the Statute for Weight and 

Meafures, the twelfth oiHenry the feventh, 

which enadts ^ that every Pound fliall con¬ 

tain twelve Ounces Troy Weight, every 

Ounce two Sterlings, and every Sterling 

thirty-two Corns of Wheat, according to 

> Leblanc, p. 17. ^ c E. 3. 

Stat. 5. cap. 13. d 12 
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the old Laws of the Land: But in the In¬ 

dentures of the Mint, it ufually runs, ac¬ 

cording to the King’s Weight, or the ^ower 

Weight. 

From whence we have the Word Troy, 

is uncertain, it is commonly thought to 

come from Troyes in France; but F let a “ 

calls it Trone Weight, and fays, that Trona 

is a Beam to weigh with : So Tronagiuni 

was a Toll for weighing Wool, and Trona-* 

tor the Officer who weighed it. As there 

was no Need to diftinguifh the Pound by 

the Addition of Troy, whilft there was but 

one Kind of Weight in Uie, it no doubt 

received this Addition, to diftinguiffi itfrom 

the Merchants Pound, which Fleta faysV 

was fifteen Ounces. And this agrees with 

an old Account in our Statute-books % (but 

without Date) where it is faid the Pound 

of Pence, Spiced, Confections, and Electu¬ 

aries, confifteth in the Weight of twenty 

Shillings, but the Pound ofall other Things 

weigheth twenty-five Shillings ; And pro¬ 

bably this was (though one Ounce lefs) the 

fame with what was afterward called Avoir-* 

dupois. This Avoirdupois originally figni- 

»Lib. 2. cap. la, See Blount’s Law-Dift. Weights. 

*Ib. Fleta, lib. a, cap. 12. ^ Raftal’s Weights and 

Meafu es. Numb. 8. 
fied 
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iied no more than Goods in grofs, or 

by wholelale, which the Traders ufe to 

weigh by the Auncel*, called a touching 

Weight; a fallacious kind of Balance, 

which being fubjedt to Deceit, was forbid 

by Statute : For by the twenty-fifth Article 

of Magna Chart a, enforced by many fub- 

fequent Statutes down to the fixteenth of 

Charles the Firfi;'’, there was to be but one 

Weight throughout England, which was 

the Pound of twelve Ounces : But by thofe 

very Laws it appears not to have been 

obferved, the Force of Cuftom prevailed; 

and becaufe Goods, Avoirdupois, were 

weighed by this Merchants Weight of 

fifteen, and afterwards fixteen Ounces, 

the Weight at length took its Denomina¬ 

tion from the Goods to be weighed, to 

diftinguilh it from the Pound of twelve 

Ounces, which, vice verfa, had the Name 

of H’roy, to diftinguilh it from Avoirdupois, 

When the Pound Avoirdupois came into 

ufe, is uncertain; but in the twenty-fourth • 

oi Henry Eighth % Meat was ordered 

to be fold by Weight Avoirdupois, Though 

* Stat.9 E. 3. cap. I. 25 E. 3. St. 4. ch. 2. Stat 27. 

E. 3. fedt. 2. cap. 10. and others 2. 11 and 16 R. 2. St. 9. 

H.6. cap.8, 16 Car. I. cap, 10. feft. 2. '24H. 8. c.3. 

Rajial, 
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Rajialy to whom our modern Statute-Books 

refer, has nothihg of this Avoirdupois, but 

only that an A£t was made for Meat to be 

fold by Weight; nor does it occur after¬ 

wards in our Law (if I am not miftaken), 

till the feventeenth of Charles the Second, 

which enacts. That Scotch Coal fhall be an 

hundred and twelve Pounds Avoirdupois 

to the Hundred. But, by another ftatute’ 

in the fame Reign, the Pound of fixteen 

Ounces is mentioned, without the Addition 

of Avoirdupois, which feems to have grown 

into ufe by Cuftom, contrary to Law. 

* 13 and 14 Car. 2. cap. 26, fe£l. 2. 

)i\. ^ k 

L 

WILLIAM 



IVILLIAM I. called the Conqueror, 

A. D. 1066. 

AND 

WILLIAM II. furnamed Rufus, 

A. D. 1087. 

The R E feems to have been a great will. i. 

deal of Money coined by the Conqueror, for 

he is faid ‘ to have left at his death fixty '-^ 

thoufand pounds in Money (a prodigious 

fum in thofe days), belides jewels, gold, 

and plate: neverthelefs, Mr. tells 

usthat his utmoft diligence could 

procure but one of either Kings, till anno 

1701, that a nefl of them was found at 

York, after’ a fire, in digging up the foun ¬ 

dation for a new edifice, when two hundred 

and fifty were found in a fmall oak box, 

the greater part of one of the Willianis, 

. * Daniel’s Hill, of England, in Kennet, fol. Loud. 1719, 

Notes. *'Thorelby’s MufaJum, p. 349. 

D But 
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Will. I. But fince that time, by the induftry of our 

Will. II. Englifi antiquaries, they arc become more 

plenty, and there appears a greater variety ‘ 

than was ever thought of. This has 

made it more difficult than before, to place 

them properly, there being no certain rule 

to diftinguiffi the father’s from the fon’s 5 

for it is generally agreed they have no 

numerals, and that what has been taken 

for fuch, are only imperfedl letters. There 

are indeed two forts, one with the full 

face, and another with the fide face : the 

moft probable opinion feems to be, that 

the former “ are the Conqueror z, becaufe 

they are moft plenty, for he reigned nigh 

as long again as his fon Rufus, and had 

greater occafions for Money ; and there are 

fome of this fort with the fword and two 

fceptres, which are undoubtedly his. Of 

thofe with the full face, fome have the 

head terminated by the inner circle, others 

a larger buft, extending to the edge of the 

Coin, if that makes any difference. So 

thofe with the fde face, are fome looking 

to the right, others to the left; and thefe 

half faces having been found with Harold’s, 

have led fome to think them the Con^ 

qiiet'ors. 
* Mufeum, p. 349. 
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^uerors. In this cafe, we muft admit both win. i, 

forts of the Conquerory if not of Rufus, 

which makes the difficulty ftill greater to '—v-^ 

refolve ; we muft therefore leave it as we 

find it, for I am not willing to rejedl a pro¬ 

bable opinion, without fubftituting a better 

in the room of it* 

Both father and fon are circumfcribed 

PILLEM, PILEMV, Or PILLEMVS, REX^ 

REXA, AN, ANGLO, Or ANGLOR ‘ tbough 

the Conqueror, on his great feal % writes him- 

felf WILLE LMVS* and Rufus wilielmvs, 

imitating the Confejfor, whoufed p (theAS^x- 

cn w) upon his Coins, though not upon 

his feal. The head or buft is full faced^ 

with a beard, though William of Mahnejbury 

(and Stow, and others from him) pro¬ 

nounce him beardlefs. But however the 

fafhion was in Normandy, he is always re¬ 

prefen ted upon his Englifj Money with a 

beard. On fome Coins the bull; terminates 

at the inner circle, but mofi: commonly 

extends to the edge of the Coin. The head 

is crowned, but dilferent from their great • 

feals, where the Conqueror % (fothething 

like the Confejfors) is rather a helmet with 

“ See Speed’s Hill, of England, and Sandford’s Genea¬ 
logical Hiilory. 

D 2 a cir- 
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WiiUi, for the conveniency of breaking the Penny 

Will. II. into halves and quarters, is difproved by 

the Coins now exant, whereon the erodes 

generally terminate at the inner circle, and 

inftead of being imprefled, are imbofled, 

which prevents their being broken equally: 

nor is there any thing like it, till Henry 

the Third made a double crofs upon his 

Penny, who likewife coined fmaller pieces. 

The crofs upon the Money was the com¬ 

mon badge of chrillianity, which had 

been ufed ever lince the converfion of the 

Saxons, and was pradtifed by all chriftian 

Princes. As'the Saxons had fmall Monies, 

why might not the two firft Williams have 

had the fame ? though none have come to 

our knowledge, for very few remain of our 

latter Kings’, whom we know coined great 

quantities of them. 

The crofs upon the reverfe of thefe 

Pennies is circumferibed with the name of 

the mint-mafter, and place of coinage, 

as London, Canterbury, eo, or eofer, 

TorkLOYNC, Lancajier i Exeter, Lin¬ 

coln, p I N c, Winchejier; deotfovrd, 

L’hetford, Brijiow, Oxenford, Gloucefier, 

RVFFA, Eochejier, See. The moft remark¬ 

able of thefe I lhall deferibe particularly, 

placing 
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placing them, or mifplacing them, by will. I. 

coniedture. wiii.ii. 
Y—' 

2S. PI. I. 

N° I. 

The firft has the King’s head full faced 

and crowned, the bull: extending to the 

edge of the Coin, holding a naked fword 

eredt in his right hand, pillem rex. 

Reverfe, within a compartment or rofe of 

four leaves, a crofs pate, with a large pellet 

in the centre, and four lefler in the quar¬ 

ters, at the points of the rofe. This we 

may place with pretty good affurance to 

the Conqueror. 

Another, pillem rex anglor, hisiS.PI.L 

hurt: terminating at the inner circle, hold¬ 

ing a fceptre in his right hand, furmounted 

with a crofs pate, or holy crofs, as we 

fee upon the orb on his great feal, and 

alfo upon the Confejfors Money, and ano¬ 

ther fceptre in his left.hand, with three 

pellets, or pearls, crofswife at the point; 

both which fceptres may be feen upon the 

Snxon Coins. Reverfe, a crofs with four 

fceptres bottone or pomette in the quarters, 

in form of an efcarbuncle. As Rufus has 

no pretence to two fceptres, which his 

father had, this is no doubt to be afcribed 

to the Conqueror. 

D 4 PIL-. 
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Will. I. PiLLEMv REX. The larger buft, iinclef 

Will. 11. a canopy lupported by two pillars, but 
* ' ' without fword or fceptre. This is like- 
2 S. PI. I, 1 ^ 
N° 3, Wife thought to be the Conqueror 

The mod: common fort have the larger 
buft, extending to the edge of the Coin, 

and a har, or mullet, of fix,points, on 
either lide of• the head, pillem rex. 

Reverfe a crofs of double lines, with fome- 

thing like a nail in^each quarter, w^hich are- 
thought to allude to the crofs and nails of 
our Saviour ; the heads of the nails, where 
they are perfect, appear like rings, which 
perhaps was a particular fort ufed for fuch 

purpofes. On the centre of the crofs, an 
annulet. 

2S. Pl.I. 
Ts°2. 

I S. Pl.I. 

PILLEM REX. This lias the larger bud:, 
W’ith a long thin face, very different from 
the former. In the King’s right hand a 
fceptre Jlcuri, and on his left fide a dower, 

fuch a one as we fee upon Rufus'^ great 
feal'. The reverfe has a crofs fleuri, with 
an ornament in the quarters like leaves. 

PILLEM rex an. having the fmaller 
bud:, with a dar, or mullet, of dx points, 
on each lide the head. Reverfe, a fquare^ 

figure, wdth a pellet at each point, fur- 
rnounted 
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mounted by a crofs bottone. This Speed will. r. 

and others, in conformity to him, place wul ii. 

to Rufus. ' * ' 

Another has an annulet on each fide of 

the head inftead of the mullet. Reverfe, 

the crofs, with three pellets in triangle, 

and the nails in the quarters. 

Another afcribed to Rufus, pillelm 2S.Pl.i, 

KEx, holding with his right hand, on the 

left lide, a fcepter of an uncommon 

length, and particular form, with a crofs 

pate on the top. 

Thofe with the fide-face and fceptre, zS. PI. I. 

are fome looking to the right, others to 

the left, piLLEMv REX. On fome of thefe 

the crown appears to be arched, the arches 

being compofed of pearls, and the fceptre 

having three pearls in crofs at the point. 

Some have like wife the figure I, fo very 

diftindl, upon fo fair a Coin, that it can¬ 

not be fufpedted to be an imperfed; letter, 

or a flip of the dye, though perhaps an er¬ 

ror or fancy of the graver. Had it been 

defigned as a numeral, to diftinguifh the 

Conquerors from Rufus's Coins, it would 

have been found upon all of them ; where¬ 

as it is now only feen upon fome few ac¬ 

cidental pieces; nor was the number ad¬ 

ded 
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wiiL I. ded to the name upon the Money, till three 

Will. ji. hundred years afterwards, except by Henry 

‘ the Third. 

Stow * mentions Pennies of the Conqiie-^ 

ror^ inferibed le rey wilam, which 

fome of our antiquaries think rather be¬ 

long to William the Firft of Scotland: but 

why a King of Scotland fliould fpeak French 

upon his Money, rather than the Conquer 

ror, who brought that language in ufe 

amongftus, I donot underftand; efpecially, 

as, (if I am not miftaken) there is no in- 

flance of the like upon the Scotch Money, 

It is certainly more natural to the Norman^ 

who perhaps coined thefe pieces in Nor- 

mandy ; and the more probable, becaufe 

one which I have feen was beardlefs, which 

was the Norman fafhion. Another fort 

is inferibed willelmvs rex, aferibed 

likewife to the Scotch William; but this, as 

well as the former, have the mint-mafter’s 

name upon the reverfe, which the Scotch 

Coins had not; and it is not very certain 

that William the Firfb of Scotland coined 

any Money. 

I S.Pl. I. There is likewife a Penny of Robert, el- 
N® z. 

deft fon of the Conqueror, and after him 

» Survey of London, 1720, lib. 1. p. 82. 

Duke 



OF English Money. 

Normandy, Rodbertvs.-The Will. i. 

Prince on horfeback, with a large fword in wiiL^ii, 

his hand, and a ftrange kind of orna-'—7— 

ment upon his head, which feems dehgned 

for mantling, or lambrequins, anciently 

worn upon the helmet, as well for orna¬ 

ment, as to keep off the fun. Reverfe, a 

crofs potent, with fceptres Jieuri in the 

quarters; and in place of the infcription, 

flowers, crefcents, &c. 

Thefe Pennies were the largeft, and (if 

there were no fmaller pieces) the only fpe- 

cies of Money coined in thefe times, or 

long afterwards; for gold they had none 

of their own, though I have lately heard 

of a piece of gold of the Conqueror, exactly 

refembling the filver Penny. The no¬ 

velty of this piece made it juftly fufpedled, 

especially when being affayed, it was found 

no better than our prefent ftandard; though 

had it been of the old flandard, it could 

have been efteemed no other than the fancy 

of the minter, to ftrike a piece of gold with 

the filver ftamp, as we fometimes fee in 

Shillings with the Guinea ftamp, and Far¬ 

things -in filver; for it is certain we had no 

gold Money coined in England, till Ed^ 

ward the Third. 

The 
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Will. I. ded to the name upon the Money, till three 

Will. II. hundred years afterwards, except by Henry 

‘ - the Third. 

Stow * mentions Pennies of the Conque^ 

rort inferibed le rey wilam, which 

fome of our antiquaries think rather be¬ 

long to William the Firft of Scotland: but 

why a King of Scotland fliould fpeak French 

upon his Money, rather than the Conque^ 

ror, who brought that language in ufe 

amongftus, I donot underftand; efpecially, 

as, (if I am not miftaken) there is no in- 

ftance of the like upon the Scotch Money, 

It is certainly more natural to the Norman, 

who perhaps coined thefe pieces in Nor~ 

mandy ; and the more probable, becaufe 

one which I have feen was beardlefs, which 

was the Norman fafliion. Another fort 

is inferibed willelmvs rex, aferibed 

likewife to the Scotch William; but this, as 

well as the former, have the mint-mafter’s 

name upon the reverfe, which the Scotch 

Coins had not; and it is not very certain 

that William the Fird: of Scotland coined 

any Money. 

IS. PI. I. There is likewife a Penny of Robert, el¬ 

ded fon of the Conqueror, and after him 
2. 

* Survey of London, 1720, lib. 1, p. 82. 

Duke 
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Duke of Normandy, Robber tvs.-The Will. i. 

Prince on horfeback, with a large fword in wiiMi, 

his hand, and a ftrange kind of orna-'—7“^ 

ment upon his head, which feems deiigned 

for mantling, or lambrequins, anciently 

worn upon the helmet, as well for orna¬ 

ment, as to keep off the fun. Reverfe, a 

crofs potent, with fceptres Jieuri in the 

quarters; and in place of the infcription, 

flowers, crefcents, &c. 

Thefe Pennies were the largeft, and (if 

there were no fmaller pieces) the only fpe- 

cies of Money coined in thefe times, or 

long afterwards; for gold they had none 

of their own, though I have lately heard' 

of a piece of gold of the Conqueror, exactly 

refembling the fiver Penny. The no¬ 

velty of this piece made it juftly fufpedled, 

especially when being affayed, it was found 

no better than ourprefentftandardj though 

had it been of the old ftandard, it could 

have been efteemed no other than the fancy 

of the minter, to ftrike a piece of gold with 

the fiver flamp, as we fometimes fee in 

Shillings with the Guinea flamp, and Far¬ 

things in fiver; for it is certain we had no 

gold Money coined in England, till Ed^ 

'ward the Third. 

The 
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The gold Money in ufe at this time 

was Bezants: For the Bifhop of Norwich % 

in the reign of Edivard the Third, was 

condemned to pay a Byzantine to the Ab^- 

bot of St. Edmimdjhiiryy for encroaching 

upon his liberty, as it was enacted by Par¬ 

liament in the time of the Conqueror. They 

likewife feem to have had Florins, though 

they are faid’’ not to have been coined till 

the Year 1252, by the Florentinesy when 

they defeated the forces of Siena at Mount 

Alcina. But the Hiftory of Normandy tells 

us% the Duke, an7io 1067, gave to thofe 

who were fent to him from Haroldy a 

courfer, a robe, and four florins of gold. 

Thefe florins ^ had on the one flde a 

large jieur de lysy and round it floren- 

TiA. On the other fide the figure of 

St. John Baptijly 'patron of the city of 

FlorejicCy from whence the Money had its 

name and original; though othersthink 

it was fo called from the flower de luce, 

which by allufion fiiews it to be Floren- 

tinCy as a rofe did Rhodian Money. It 

was of fine gold, eight to the ounce, and 

= Camden’s Remains, p. 236. Davenzati’s Dif- 

courfe. ‘=Lib. 6. ch. 54, p. 79, in Le Blanc, p. 147. 

^ Le Blanc, 154, 194, 201, 204. 'Davenzati’s Dif- 

cour.’e, p. 12. 

became 
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became celebrated all over Europe, fo that will. I. 
and 

there hardly was a chriftian Prince, but wul ii. 

flruck pieces of this fort. By this means'—- ' 

the name of Florin was given to all gold 

Coin : but afterwards, being coined in dif¬ 

ferent places, and of different values, the 

name of the place was added, by way of 

diftindion, as Florins ofF/or^wc^, Florins of 

Venice, Florins of France, which latter had 

FRANCiA, in Head of Florentia-, but thofe 

of Florence retaining their purity, were 

univerfally efleemed in France as well, as 

Fngland, till our firfl: gold Money was 

coined, which from them was called a F.lo^ 

rin, or Flore?ice. 

HENRTl. A. D. iioo. 

T HE Penny of King Henry the Firfl Henry I. 

is faid * to be of the fame weight, 

finenefs, form of face, crofs, &c. as thofe 

of the Conqueror. But there are others, 

which exhibit his figure in different at¬ 

titudes, with fome variety, by which 

it appears they aimed at an improve- 

® Stow’s Survey of Londonj Strype’s Edition, Book i, 

82, 
Fnent 
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Henry I. 

2 S. PI. I. 
N°6,7. 

iS.Pl.I. 
1^°4. 

ment of the flamp in this reign. In fomtf 

of thefe he appears with a crown compofed 

of three Jieiirs de lys, without any rays 

intermixed, or pearls at the ears ; and this 

fort of crown is upon his great feal, as it 

is likewife on that of Henry the Second. 

One of thefe Pennies has his head full 

faced and crowned, like Rufusy with an 

annulet on each lide the head, henri- 

CUS REX. 

That in Speed has his head full faced, 

with crown and fceptre jieuriy henric 

REX. Reverfe, a compartment like a 

rofe of four leaves, with five annulets 

in crofs, and in each a pellet. 

Another placed to this King has his fide- 

face looking to the right, holding a fcep¬ 

tre Jieiiri in his hand, henricus rex. 

Reverfe, a fquare figure with a crofs, like 

oneafcribed to Rufusy but in this the points 

both of the figure and crofs are feuri. 

There is another fort, whereon he is re- 

prefented with his face a little inclined to 

the right, holding in his hand a broad 

fceptre, with a crofs pate, and on his head, 

a crown with three fleurs de lys, henri, 

(or henric) rex, or rex angl. Re¬ 

verfe, 
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verfe, a crofs pate, with four leffer in the Henry I. 

quarters. ' '' “ 

Another, with the word pax; on the 

reverfe, within two double lines, and a 

couple of annulets above, and as many be¬ 

low, perhaps alluding to the peace he made 

with his elder brother, Robert Duke of 

Normandy^ which fecured him the quiet 

pofTeffion of the crown; or (having no 

fceptre) it may be of Henry the Second, 

coined in the life of king Stephen^ after he 

had forced him to an agreement, and fe¬ 

cured the reverfion of the crown; for fome 

of our antiquaries are for placing thefe 

two laft to the Second He?iry. 

Anno 1106, in the feventh of Henry the 

Firfl (fays Stow ’*), it was ordered that the 

Penny fhould have a double crofs, with a 

creft, in fuch fort, that it might be eahly 

broken into Half-pence and Farthings; an 

abfurd and deflrucflive practice, as I have ob- 

ferved before which needed not to be en¬ 

forced bylaw; on the contrary', Simon 

Hiinelm, and Hoveden, who both lived near 

the time, inform us, that the King appointed 

Pence, Half-pence, and Farthings, fliould 

* Annals, p. 20r. p. 37. «= In Camden Britan¬ 

nia, p. 177. Eng. Hift. Lib. p. 251. Chronicon Preciofum, 
p. 46. 

be 
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Henry I. be all round; and fome of thefe fmall 
*_ —^— * 

pieces are ftill to be feen in feveral of the 

mufea of the curious, having the King’s 

head crowned, as on his Penny, with a 

pearled diadem; but without any manner 

of infcription. Thefe are thought to be the 

hrft Half-pence and Farthings : but by the 

Penny’s being at the fame time appointed 

to be round, which never was coined other- 

wife, it plainly means only a new coinage, 

and a prohibition of all clipped and broken. 

Money for the future. But this could not 

prevent the mifchief, notwithftanding fe- 

vere laws. It grew to fuch an cxcefs, that 

in the year 1125, there was forced to be a 

re-coinage; and Money-makers through¬ 

out all Ef2g/a/idbeing taken with falfe Mo¬ 

ney, had their right hands cut off, and 

alfo their privy members, (a punifhment 

lefs than death, and greater.) After this, 

by changing of the Money, all things be¬ 

came mod; dear, whereof a right fore fa¬ 

mine enfued. Probably, this new coinage 

might have a different damp from the fird 

Money, (which refembled his father’s and 

brother’s,) and may be thofe with the face 

■ * Stow’s Annals, p. m. 

inclined 
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Inclined to the right, having the broad HenryL 

fceptre, and crown jieuri» ' ' 

STEPHEN, A. D. 1135* 

TThE unfettled ilate of the nation Stephen, 

during King Stephens reigh, may be dif-'— 

covered by the Money. It began to im¬ 

prove under Henry the FirfI:, but now grew 

worfe, that * fcarce one piece in ten was 

good. It is no wonder then, that it is fo 
t 

great a rarity to have a fair Coin of King 

Stephen, There feems, however, to have 

been a great deal of Money coined of fome 

fort or other; for befides the mints in every 

chief town, which paid an acknowledg- 

pro cuneis monetiie accipiendis, that is, 

for their dyes or flamps, every' Bifliop and 

. Baron ufurped this prerogative, and eredted 

a mint, and had each his own Coin : But** 

in the month of May Henry the 

Emprefs’s fon, (afterwards King He?iry the 

Second) coming into England, with a great 

* William Matmfbury, anno 1140. >> EngliOi Hill. lib. 

p. 251. ' Camden’s Remains, 238. Stow’s Annals from 

Hoveden, 146,147. d Stow, p. 146', 147, fromHoveden. 

E com- 
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Stephen, company of chofen men of arms, and others, 

many caftles and ftrong holds were de¬ 

livered, and he made a new Coin, which 

was called the Dukes Coin; and afterwards 

(I fuppofe when he was King) the Duke 

did inhibit the mod: part of thefe Coins. 

The Abbot * of St. Augujiine in Canter¬ 

bury, in right of his abbatie, had cunemn 

monetce, allowance of mintage and coinage 

of Money, by the grant oi Atheljian, * 
which continued until the time of King 

Stephen, and then was utterly loft. 

•uejier, the 45 th Abbot, who died anno 1161, 

being the laft Abbot that enjoyed it. As all 

thefe little mints were of ftiort continuance, 

and the Money coined therein foon called 

in, we hardly know what they were. 

The Pennies of King Stephen are of two 

forts, one with the full, or rather lide-face, 

ftiewing both the eyes; the other fort in 

profile, of which fome look to the right, 

and fome to the left, holding in his hand 

a fceptre fieuri, and on his head a crown 

jiem'i, appearing fometimes with one arch, 

and fometimes with two arches, and a 

jieur de Ik in the middle; but whether 

* Somner’s Antiq. of Cant. 4to. Lond. 1640, p. 54,5-5. 

thefe 
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thcfe were really intended for arches, Stephen, 

is uncertain ; they rather feerri to owe their ' 

form to the fault of the workman, or elfe 

he meant to exprefs the cap or covering of 

the head; for upon his great feal he has 

an open crown fieurt. 

Thefe Pennies arc infcribed stiefn 2 s. Pl.L 

REX, being commonlymif-fp'elt. Reverfe,a^ 

double crofs pellete at the points, termi¬ 

nating at the inner circle, within a com¬ 

partment or rofe of four leaves, the points 

Jleuri in each quarter of the crofs, and 

coined at London. 

That in Speed is forliething lingular, 

having his figure in profile, looking to the 

left, holding in his hand a fpear, with a 

Rreamer or ftandard flit at the end, and 

charged with a crofs, pretty much like 

what we fee upon his great feal. This 

llreamer^is never to be found on feals, 

but upon thofe of fovereign Princes 3 under 

the ftandard is a liar, which we may like- 

wife fee upon his great feal. 

Another has two fmall figures fianding, i s. pi.L 
^ ^ r 

arid looking towards each other, fuppofed 

to be Stephen and Henryy fupporting’be- 

tween them a figure, like the fliem of a 

* Sandford, p. 18. 

■ E 2 tree. 
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Stephen, tree, with a fleur de Jis at the top, step. 

Reverfe, a crofs feuriy with the nails in the 

quarters, and in the place of the infcrip- 

tion, figures and other devices. 

Another faid * to have two angels, is 

more probably the two figures as the for¬ 

mer, stiefen re. with a reverfe like the 

Firfl Williams, 

Mr. T’horejby '’mentions a coin of Eujla- 

tiuSy fon to King Stepheny who died before 

him, EisTAOHivs ; inftead of a head, the 

figure of a horfe, and on the reverfe, a large 

crofs of flowers de lysy that fills the area, 

without any infcription. 

iS. Pl.i. Another of Eujiatiusy has his figure 

flanding fideways, holding a broad fword 

ered; before him, and behind him a ffar, 

having an ornament or covering upon his 

head, as before defcribed upon Prince 

Robert's Coin, evsta.civs. Reverfe, a 

pellet in each quarter of a crofs, within a 

compartment of four leaves, eboraci 

ED Ts. This Prince ' was fent by his fa¬ 

ther to Torky a fort of Governor, in the dif- 

pute with Henry Mur doc y the twenty-ninth 

Bifl^op of that fee, who obtained it with- 

N°6 

* Eng. Hill. lib. p. 25Z. Thorefby, p. 131. 

' Drake’s Antiq. of York, Append, cvii. 

out 

0 
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out King Stephens confent; and being re- Stephen, 

fufed entrance into Tork, returned to' ^ ' 

Beverley^ where he thundered out his 

Anathenids, and interdicted the whole city. 

Eujiace being then at Tork, and not able to 

perfuade the Archbifhop to take it ofF, by 

his own authority caufed proclamation to 

'be made, that all divine offices ffiould be 

performed as ufual. It is probable, thefe 

pieces were ftruck during this time of his 

government. 

HENRT U, A, D. 1154. 

This King’feems to have been the Henry il. 

firil;, from the conqueft, that made any' 

confiderable regulations in Money affairs. 

He fuppreffed “ the mints which every Earl 

and Baron had in King Stephens time, 

altered the Coin which was corrupted by 

counterfeits, by the Traporites or UfurerSy 

who vvere grievoufly punifhed. He alfo 

granted liberty of coining to certain cities 

and abbies, allowing them one flaple and 

two puncheons at a rate, with certain re- 

ilriCtions. 

*M. Paris in Camden’s Britan, p. 238. Stowe/p. 155. b. 

E 3 Anno 
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Henry If. Anno 1156'^, in his third year, he coined 

new Money, which only was current in 

the realrn, and all other Coins were for¬ 

bidden, In 1159 he made a new Coin in 

England ^ and in u8o, Phjlip Aymary ” of 

liours was feqt for to new-coin the Money, 

which was done, ^nd made all round, as 

fays Radulf de Dicetq ; fo fays Stow, who 

ci^lls it a new Coin, (meaning a new coin- 

age) which was made by cofnmandment 

of King Henry the father, and that it was 

made round, but not without great burthen 

to the poor inhabitants of the realm: 

whereby it is obvious, by making it round, 

he means recoining it, and calling in all 

the bad, light, and broken Money, which 

otherwife could have been no burthen to 

the people. It was upon this occafion, 

perhaps, that the Bilhop of Salijbury % then 

treafurer, eftablidied the miles argenta- 

rius, or alTay-mafter, to try the Money 

brought in : and from hence we may pro¬ 

bably owe the fird: introdudtion of jierling 

for the fbandard of our Money, as has been 

difcuffed more fully under the wordJierling^ 

® Stow, 149, 156. ^ Chronicon Preciofum, p.66. 

<= Lownds’s Efiay, p. 165, from tl^e Black Book in tlie Ex? 

chequer, 

We 
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We have obfervcd under the preceding Henry II. 

reign, that this Prince coming into 'England^ 

in the month Qi May ii49> order to 

aflert his right to the crown, made a new 

Coin, which was called the T)uke's Coin : 

what fort of Money it was we don’t know, 

but it may probably be one of thofe pieces 

which are doubtfully afcribed to the two 

firfl: Henries, But after the agreement 

between him and King Stephen, pieces were 

coined with both their figures thereon, as 

has been (hewn. 

It is with great uncertainty the Coins of 

Henry the Firfi and Second are placed to 

their right owners, and even fome of the 

Third Henryi if any without numerals 

belong to that Prince. Thofe that have 

generally been placed to Henry the Second, 

may be thus deferibed: they have the 

King’s head within the lefler circle, with 

a large beard, full-faced and crowned; the 

the crown confifting of a row of points, 

or pearls, commonly five in number, and a 

crofs of the fame in the middle, the right 

hand appearing in the infeription, holding 

a feeptre with a crofs of pearls, circum- 

feribed, henricvs rex. Reverfe, a crofs 1 s. Pl.I. 

of double lines, pellete at the points, ap- 

E 4 pearing 
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^ pearing like bones, (exad;ly like his prede- 

celTors) and in each quarter, four pellets 

in crols, ricard on hicol S^Ltncoln^ 

ALLWINE ON OCS. [Oxford\ ON LVN. 

ON WILT. ON SEDM. [St. JLdniundJbury^ 

NICOLE ON EVE \Tork\ ARNAVD ON CA. 

ILGE ON CANT. RAVF ON NORWICH. 

ILGER ON LVND. There being One of the 

name of this laft, who was Cujlos Moneta 

at London the fixth of Hemy the Third, 

has made fome place thefe to that King: 

but belides the great uncertainty in this 

cafe, by reafon that perfons of the fame 

name might have the fame office, in dif¬ 

ferent reigns j they would hardly have 

reprefcnted Henry the Third, in the fix- 

teenth year of his age, wdth an old face, 

and a long beard, and a different crown, 

fceptre, and reverfe, from what was after¬ 

wards uled upon his money; neither would 

they have omitted to add the number to 

liis name, which, no doubt, was ufed to 

diftinguiffi his Coins from the Firff an'd 

Second Henry^ from the beginning of his 
reign. 

The draught which Speed gives us of 

this King’s Coin, has his head full-faced, 

with a crown jieuri, like that upon his 

great 
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great feal, and three rows of pearls upon Henry u. 
the circle, having drops like ear-rings, of 

three pearls each, pendant at his ears; in 

his right hand a fceptre feuri, and on the 

left fide a flower, henricvs rex. Reverfe, 

in the inner circle a compartment of four 

leaves, in form of a crofs, with a like flower , 

and pellets crofs-wife in the middle, and a 

jleur de Us in each quarter. 

There is one, afcribed to the younger 

Henry, who was crowned King in his 

father’s lifetime, but died before him, 

having his bufl; to the ftomach, the head 

in profile turned to the right, and in that 

hand a fceptre. 

Another, I have feen, infcribed henri¬ 

cvs I. rex. in all other refpe<fts like thofe 

of King Henry the father whether the 

ftroke after Henricus be intended for a 

numeral, to diftinguilh the father’s from 

the Ton’s, after the fon was crowned King 

in his fixteenth year, or for a letter, to dif- 

tinguifh the junior from the fenior, or only 

a blunder of the graver, I fhall not take 

upon me to determine. But, methinks, 

that with two faces, which Speed places to 

Ricbard, is much more likely to reprefcnt 

‘ thefe 
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two Henries, the reverfe being like- 

wife exactly like the Second’s Money, 

2nd lb vice verja, may lerve to alcertain 
Henry the Second’s Money. 

RICHARD I, A. D. 1189. 

Richard the Flrft is reprefented 

rather as a corrupter than a refiner of our 

Englifh Coin. He was no fooner feated 

on the throne, than he prepared to leave it, 

in order to perform the vow ’he made 

before his father’s death, to go to the holy 

war. To provide himfelf for this crufade, 
befides “ ninety thoufand pounds of his 

father’s treafure, together with plate, 

jewels, and precious ftones, and ” three 

thoufand and fixty marks of filver, and 

three hundred and five of gold, that came 

to him by the death of the Bifliop of Ely, 

he ufed a thoufand Ihifts to gather Money, 

as if he never meant to return. This fo 

cxhaufied the nation, that when, after¬ 

wards, Money was to be raifed to pay his 

ranfom, the Clergy were forced to bring 

» Mat. Paris. Daniel’s Hift. of England, p. 96. 



OF English Money. 

jn their church-plate and inftead thereof, Rich. I. 

made ufe of latten for fome hundred years ' * * 

afterwards. It was' probably upon this 

Qccalion, the Eajierlings^, Ikilful in mint 

matters and allays, were fent for, to bring 

the Coin to perfection. Not that the ran- 

fom was coined into Money, as Stow^ has it; 

for, by agreement, it was to be'one hun¬ 

dred and fifty thoufand marks of pure filver 

of Cologn weight; but th^EaJierlings might 

refine it to the ftandard agreed, which in 

all likelihood was fterling, being the purefi: 

and finefi: filver then ufed, and is called ^ 

coining, in the fenfe that tin blocks are 

faid to be coined in the dutchy of Cornwall, 

and perhaps had fome ftamp like them, to 

denote their goodnefs ; and in this refpeCt 

may be faid to be coined into Money, as 

it anfwered all the purpofes of Money. 

After King Richard’s return from his 

imprifonment, notwithflanding the poverty 

of the nation, he found means to raife more 

Money, to carry on his defigns againfi: 

Francewhen he likewife granted licence ^ 

■ * Stow’s Annals, p. i6i. Fuller's Holy War, cap. 13. 

l\b. 3. p. 130. * Camden’s Remains, ch. Money. ^ An¬ 

nals, p. 161. ' Daniel’s Hilt, of England, p. 103, ^ Stow, 

p, 162, fromHoveden, 

to 



6o 

Rich. I. 

An Historicae Acc^ount 

to Philippe his chaplain, late made Bilhop 

of Durham^ to coin Money; which liberty 

none of his predeceflbrs had enjoyed of 

long time before. From hence it may be 

prefumed there was Money coined both in 

the King’s and the Bilhop’s mints, though 

we have now none remaining. Speed in¬ 

deed gives us a draught of one of his Pen¬ 

nies having his head full-faced, and crowned 

with an open crown fleuriy and another 

head, or rather face, fomething fmaller, 

joined at the eyes, to the left fide of the 

King’s face, the upper part of the head 

ferving to both, the right hand appearing 

in the legend, holding a feeptre with a 

crofs, having pearls at the points, ricvs 

R-s REX. Reverfe, within the inner circle, 
a double crofs, and a lingle one in each 

quarter, exactly like Henry the Second’s 

Money; and had not Speed placed it to this 

King, I Ihould very readily have concluded 

it to be the figures of Henry II. and his 

fon, whofe heads are properly reprefented 

united under one crown, as they reigned 

together; but I cannot recoiled: any cir- 

cumftanceof KingiR/r>6/7r^’s reign,whereon 

to ground fuch a conjundion, nor is there 

any in the legend to favour it. 
Another 
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Another of this fort in Mr. T’horejhy % * Rich. r. 

collediion, being broken, has only REx^g 

angl. legible. According to the draught, 9- 

the head is joined to the other on the right 

fide, and has a different reverfe, viz. a 

lingle crofs, extending to the edge of the 

Coin, and three pellets in each quarter, 

being coined at London ; but for want of 

the name, it determines nothing. 

I have never feen, or heard of any other 

Coins attributed to this King, except one, 

which, by miftake, is placed under his 

head in the cut to Rapine Hiftory, being 

a coin of Edward the elder, having his 

head full-faced, with a crown like that of 

Henry the Second, infcribed edpaerd 

REX. Reverfe, a fmall crofs, and an an¬ 

nulet ; which reverfe is peculiar to that 

King’s Money, dorr on eoferp. T’hor. 

on Eoferwk [Tork]. The refemblance of 

the firft letter to an r, and the imperfedt 

ftamp of the reft, muft have occafioned the 

miftake. 

• Mufeum, N° 142. 

I 

JOHN 
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yOHN, A. D. 1199. 

John. This King is faid to be the firfl that 

called in the EaJierlingSy to reduce the 

filver Money to its due finencfs, from 

whence it had the name offierling', but, 

as I have obferved before, fterling was the 

known and approved ftandard in England^ 

in all probability, from the beginning of 

King Henry the Second’s reign. But King 

John was undoubtedly the firft who intro¬ 

duced fterling Money in Ireland. In the 

year 1210, fays StoWy in the month of 

Juney the King led an army into Ireland, 

expulfed Hugh Lacjy and brought all Ire^ 

land under his fubjedtion. This was in his 

eleventh year, when John de Greyly (Bfthop 

of Nor^ivichy and Lord Juftice of Ireland) 

by the King’s command, ca’ufed Pence and 

Farthings both Halfpence and 

Farthings) to be ftamped, of the fame 

weight and finenefs with thofe of England, 

which had an equal currency in both 

kingdoms. King John made the ftandard 

of Irifb Money equal to the EngUJhy at the 

“ Mat/Paris, ad Ann. jzio. Holingflied, p. 174. 
p. 168. 

fame . 
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fame time that he publiflied the laws of John. 

England, and required the execution of 

them, in his new erected counties in that 

kingdom. 

Thefe Pence and Halfpence have hisiS.Pi. i. 

head full-faced, with a crown fleuri, 

(whereas that on his great feal has rays 

like an eaftern crown) holding in his right 

hand a feeptre, with a crofs flory like leaves, 

and on the other hde a rofe, of flower, with 

four leaves, all within a triangle, intended 

to reprefent the Irijh harp, circumferibed, 

JOHANNES, or lOHANNES REX. Revcrfc, 

within a like triangular harp, a crefeent, 

and blazing flar or planet, (as we fee upon 

his brotlier Richard's firft great feal) and 

three lefler liars in the angles, each point . 

of the triangle terminating in a crofs pate, 

and the like crofs on each fide, above the 

legend, roberd on dive. Dhelin or 

Dublin, 
, There is another piece of 'John's IriJJy 

Money, or rather Money coined in Ireland, 

the head and reverfe both refembling the 

Englijh Money, having his head full faced, 

without the triangle, but with the title 

of Dominus Hibernia ; and reverfe, a crofs, 

with an annulet in each quarter. King 
Henry 
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his father, in a parliament at Oxford, 

granted him the kingdom of Irelandand 

in the annals of Ireland^ we read, that 

Joha?inesy Filius Regis, Domlnus Hibernice, 

(as he ftiles himfelf alfo upon his feal) 

de dono patris, 'venlt in Hiberniam, anno 

e€tatisJu(^ duodecimo which will fall in the 

twenty-fifth year of his father’s reign, 

anno 1178. Upon this occafion, no doubt, 

he aflerted his prerogative of coining 

Money, fiiling himCelf Dommus Hibernia ^ 

which title being granted to him', neither 

his father nor brother ufed. But John 

retained it after he was King, being the 

firfi: that ufed that title. ’ 
%. 

The Coins that have been hitherto found 

of King John, are all Irijh, but we mu ft 

not therefore conclude he coined no Money 

in England. If King Richard exhaufted 

the wealth of the nation, and coined very 

little Money, there was the greater need of 

it in the reign of his fuccefibr. Utono 

obferves, that in his feventh year, the Penny 

was fo fore clipped, there was no remedy 

but to have it renewed. Now, there was 

no mint eredled in Lyland till the latter 

end of his eleventh, or the beginning of 

» Seldcn, Tit. Hon. p. 38. 1631. 

his 
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his twelfth year; and it is not likely the John, 

nation fliould fulFer this inconvenience near 

(iVQ years longer, till his conquefl of Lre- 

Jand, and then that bullion flaould^be fent 

thither to be coined* and afterwards fent 
^ ► r. I 

back again in Money for^the ufe of £/zg- 

land'y for that this Money was to be 

equally current in both, was the natural 

confequence of ,its being made of equal • 

weight and finenefs with the Eng/i/h, not 

that it was coined, as Eng/ijh Money, for* 

the ufe of England: nor is it probable the 

mints in England fliould fland flill for 

eighteen years that this King reigned, efpe- 

cially the Bifhops’ mints for in his fixth 

year is a grant * of .this privilege to the 

Eifliop of Qbichejler; fciatis quod concejjimus 

venerabli patr.i nojiro Cicefler Epifcopo, 

quod habeat .cuneum fuum in chit at d 

Ciceflrias, .&c. .teJlCy 29 April, Many 

others claimed the fame privilege. And, 

according to Stow^, in the ninth of King 

John there was, befides the mint at Lon-‘ 

don, other mints 2it Canterburyy Winchejlcr,. 

Chichefiery^Exetery Rocbejiery Ipfwich, Nor- 

wichy LmnCy LincolUy Torky Carlifle, North- 

* Clauf. 6 Joh. fn. 3, in Blount’s Law Di£l. Verb. Cu- 

neum Monetae. ^ Survey of Lond, Strype’s Edit. vol. i. 

lib. I. p. 83. 

F ampton, 
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John, amp ton, Oxford, St. Kdmundjhury, and Dtir-- 

ham. The reafon why we do not find 

Englifi, as well as Irijh Coins, may be, 

that there was but little coined in the Eng- 

lijh mints. And the clippers, who were 

very notorious in England, were not fo bad, 

or hardly known in Ireland; whereby fome 

of the latter efcaped, though in fuch fmall 

quantities, that even 2x\ Irijh Coin of King 

fohns is a very great rarity. 

HENRT III. A. D. 1216. 

Hen. III. T H E flate of the Money mufi; have 

been very bad at the beginning of Henry 

the Third’s reign, confidering how little 

had been coined, and how much had been 

confumed by his two immediate prede- 

ceflbrs: and though there was probably a 

great deal of Money coined in the former 

part of his reign, (for there is a grant * 

for the Bifhop of Tork's mint in his fe- 

cond year) it was fquandered away in 

two fruitlefs expeditions to France, in 

one of which, in his twenty-fifth year, 

* Claufe 2 Hen. 3. m. 6. 

he 
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he is faid * to have carried out no lefs Hen. IIL 

than thirty barrels of fterling Coin. The ' 

Money was likcwife fo corrupted’’ in thofe 

days by deteftablc clippers, and falfe coiners, 

that neither the Englijhy nor even foreigners, 

could look upon it unconcernedly: for it 

was clipped almofl to the innermoft ring, 

and the border of letters either wholly 

taken away, or very much diminifhed. 

Whereupon proclamation was made in 

all cities, boroughs, markets, and fairs, 

that no piece of Coin ihould pafs, un- 

lefs it were of lawful weight, and of 

circular form; and that the tranfgref- 

fors of this proclamation ihould be pu- 

nillied. 

Strid; enquiry was alfo made after the 

authors of this mifchief, who were chiefly 

the CorJi?ii, a knot of Italian bankers, 

who, under pretence of coming hither to 

trafiic, by the Pope’s encouragement, car¬ 

ried on their ufury, and other oppreflive 

exadions. There were alfo many “Jews and 

Fle77iijh merchants in the confederacy ; and 

fuch of them as could be apprehended, 

were immediately executed. 

* Daniel’s Hift. p. 136. fol. Lond. 1621. ^ Mat. 

Paris, 1247-48, 32 H, 3. 

F 2 The 
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lien. III. The old Money was called in *, and it 

* ’ was thought good to change the fame, and 

to niake’it bafer. Whereupon ftamps were 

graven, of a new incifion or cut, and fent 

to the abbey of Bury in Suffolk, to Can¬ 

terbury, Diuelin, and other .places, forbid¬ 

ding to ufe any other ftamp, than was ufed 

at the Exchange or Mint at London. All 

the old ftamps were called in; the old Mo¬ 

ney was exchanged'for new, allowing thir¬ 

teen ‘Pence for every Pound, to the great 

^damage of the people, who, befides their 

travel, charge, and long attendance, re¬ 

ceived of the bankers fcarce twenty Shil¬ 

lings for thirty. And the reafon of ^this 

oppreflion appears to be, becaufe this re¬ 

coinage was farmed by the Earl of Cor?i- 

'Lvall, who was accountable to the King on¬ 

ly for the third part. By this means the 

grievance was increafed, inftead of being 

redrefted ; and the fame Earl of Cornwall, 

in the forty firft year of King Henry, be¬ 

ing eleded King of the Ronians, is faid to 

have carried into Germany, feven hundred 

thoufand Pounds fterling in ready Money; 

an immenfe fum in thofe days, which, 

a Stow’s Annals, anno 1247, p. 187, Mat. Paris, in 

anno 1247. Camden’s Remains, ch. Money. Rapin 

in H. 3. vol. I. p* 33 
added 
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added to what the Pope had drawn out of Hen. iir. 

the nation, made a very great fcarcity of 

Money. It was to this want of Money, 

more than corn, (for corn had feveral 

times been dearer than it was then), that 

made provifion fo fcarce, that an author* 

fays, he faw people fighting for the car- 

calTes of dead dogs, and other carrion, and 

to eat the wafh that was fet for the hogs, 

and many died of hunger. But by the 

quantity of this King’s Coin ftill extant, it 

feems the nation was better fupplied af¬ 

terwards, probably in his fifty-firft year, 

when it was enadted ** that an Rnglijld Pen¬ 

ny, called a Sterlings round, and without 

clipping, fhould weigh thirty-two wheat 

corns in the midfl of the ear, twenty 

Pence an ounce, and twelve ounces a 

Pound. 

The Penny of Henry the Third, is known, 

by the number III, or the word T^erct, 

though it is otherwife fufficiently diftin- 

guifhed from that of Henry the Second. The 

crown, (inftead of a row with five points 

or pearls, withacrofs in the middle) confifts 

of a thick line, raifed at each end, or termi- 

* The Author of Walter de Coventry’s Julias. Scat. 

51. H. 3. p* 10. fca. 3. 

F 3 nating 
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Hen. Tir. Dating in a large pearl; in the middle, a- 

bove, having a Jlctir de lisy inflead of the 

crofs, and three pearls, or points below. 

But on both his great feals, the crown is 

compofed of leaves, like a ducal coronet, 

and on the reverfe, crowns fetiri. The 

face is likewife more youthful than the Se¬ 

cond Henry s,y and the beard reprefented by 

a number of dots, or points, as if to give 

him an artificial beard, becaufe at firfi: he 

had not a natural one; and this being ufed 

in the beginning of his reign, was there¬ 

fore probably continued throughout. 

Of thefe Coins, there are two forts j one 

with the fceptre, and one without. In 

that whereon the fceptre is wanting, the 

infcription begins from a mullet over the 

I s.PI. I. head, henricvs rex hi, or terci. 

And the reverfe, (on all alike)- has a 

double crofs, extending to the edge of the 

Coin, and three pellets in each quarter, 

NICOLE, or HENRI, ON LVND. HVG, ON 
\ 

WILTON, NICOLE ON CANT, &C. Oil 

the Other fort, the right hand appears in 

the legend, holding a fceptre, with the 

'crofs or fcuri, the infcription beginning 

from the point of the fceptre, and the nu¬ 

merals falling on the fide of it. nicole 

RE- 
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henavd. ricard, or henric on lvnd Hen. hi* 

CANT. WILLEM ON CANT. RICARD ON 

dvrh. As for thofe pieces without the 

number, which, from the name of the 

mint-mafter, are thought to belong to this 

Henry, they are fo like the other Coins of 

Henry the Second, and fo different from 

thofe of this Henry with the numerals, 

(which doubtlefs was inferted from the firfl 

coinage, to diftinguifh this Prince’s Money 

from the two firft Henry s') that there is no 

probability they were Henry the Third’s. 

Befides thefe Pennies, he likewife coined 

Half-pence and Farthings, as appears by 

fome in colle(5lions. 

In his thirty-fifth year, he caufed * a 

new Coin to be flruck in Ireland, which, 

’tis thought, was caufed by the fubfidies 

then demanded of that kingdom by Pope 

Innocent the Fourth. Thefe Pennies have 

his head crowned like the Efiglijh, holding 

a fceptre in his right hand, with the crofs 

of pellets, and on the left fide a rofe of 

five leaves, henricvs rex hi. Re- 

verfe, the double crofs and pellets, like the 

Englijh ricard on dive. 

» I Rot. Clauf. 36 H. 3. 1 Rymer, tom. i. p. 462. 

F 4 We 
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Hen. iir. ^ We'are told from the manufcript Chro- 
— _• , . r ^ • 

rilcle ® of the city of Londony^ that this 

King, in i'2 58, coined a Penny of pure 

gold, of the weight of two Sterlings, and 

corrtmanded it fhould go for twenty Shil¬ 

lings ; but this is fuch a lingular affertion, 

and fo contrary to experience, that it re¬ 

quires to be corroborated by other proofs, 

before it Can be admitted to any degree of 

probability. 

ti 

E L) ^ b I. after the Conqued:, 

A. D. 1272. 

Edw. I. Th IS magnanimous Prince, amongd: 

otlier great atchievements of his prudent 

government, reftored and eliablidied good 

Money for the ufe of his people. At 

his acceflion to the throne, he found the 

treafury em'pty,. and the Coin in a very 

bad condition. The fcarcity in the pre¬ 

ceding reign, had encouraged the bring¬ 

ing in a great deal of bafe Money, to 

fupply the want of better; and King Ed^ 

ward's abfence, near two years after his 

father’s death, incrcafed this evil, fo 

» Tindal’s Rapin, Notes, fol. 347. 
that 
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that the moft remarkable deceits and cor- Edw. I. 

tuptions are found in this reign, when * 

there was imported (befides clipped Ster¬ 

lings) a fort of light Money with a mitre, 

another with a lion, a third of copper 

blanched, in imitation of the Englijh Mo¬ 

ney, a fourth like that of King Edward, a 

fifth kind that was plated, and others, 

known by the names of Mitres, Leontnes, 

Pollards, Crokards, Rofarys,- Staldtngs, 

Steepings, Eagles and Rofarys, which were 

coined in parts beyond the feas, privately 

brought info the kingdom,* and uttered 

here for Sterlings, though not worth above 

an Half-penny. 

To deter perfons from carrying on this 

pernicious practice, foon after King Ed¬ 

ward's return to England, it was enadled**, 

that fuch as were taken for falfe Money, 

fhould not be bailed. And for the better 

reftoring the Coin to its ancient purity, in 

his third year he eftablifhed a certain ftand- 

ard, as we are informed by an old ledger- 

book' of the abbey of St. Edmundjbmy, 

*which was thus ordered by Gregory Rock- 

ley, then Mayor of London, and mint- 

* Lownds, p. 6. Camden’s Remains, Stow. ‘’St. 3. 

£. I. c. 15. ‘ Cam. Remains. 

mafler, 
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• mafter, “ That in a pound of Money, 

“ containing twelve ounces, there Ihould 

‘‘ be eleven ounces two Pence Farthing 

** pure leaf filver, commonly called filver 

of Gut her071 Lane, and feventeen Pence 

“ Half-penny Farthing allay; the faid 

“ Pound to weigh twenty Shillings and 

three Pence in account, the ounce 

“ twenty Pence, every Penny twenty-four 

“ grains and a half.” ^ And this feems to 

have been the ftandard all this reign; for 

in his twenty-eighth year, an indented 

trial piece * of the goodnefs of old Ster¬ 

ling was lodged in the Exchequer, and 

every pound weight Lroy of fuch lilver, 

was to be fhorn at twenty Shillings and 

three Pence; according to which the va¬ 

lue of filver in the Coin, was one Shilling, 

eight Pence Farthing an ounce. But there 

is no indenture ^ of the mint, by which 

M’’e can certainly judge of the finenefs 

and allay in the fabrication of« the 

Money, till the reign of Edward the 

Third. 
« 

In his feventh year, the Money' was fo 

much defaced by rounding or clipping, it 

* Lownds, p. 20, 34. •’ Lowndj, p. zo, * Daniel, 

p. 161. 

was 
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was called in, and recoined. And the Jewsy 

who were the chief authors of the mif- 

chief, were feized throughout England in. 

one day, that the guilty might not efcape, 

and two hundred and eighty convicted of 

clipping and coining were executed at 

London, befides great numbers in other 

parts of the kingdom, by which the King 

was a great gainer: and fometime after 

a ftop being put to their ufury, by the 

ftatute de Judaifmo, they left the kingdom 

for a time. At the fame time , the fo¬ 

reign bafe Money beforementioned was 

cried down by proclamation, except Pol¬ 

lards and Crokardsy which were to pafs at 

half; but afterwards they were totally 

prohibited. 

■ But the greateft improvement of the 

Money, feems to have been in the eighteenth 

year of this reign, when the King, to per¬ 

fect this great work, fent for William de 

Tdurnemereand his brother Peter, and 

others from Marjeilles, and one Frifcobald, 

and his companions from Florence, and 

employed them in the making of Money, 

and buying and exchanging of filver; and 

the fame year there is an indenture of the 
f 

» Camden’s Remains. Lownds, p. 19^ 94* 

mint 
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• mint for that purpofe. Upon this occa-» 

hon^ the King had thirty furnaces at Lon^ 

do fly eight at Canterbury y (befides three the 

Archbifhops’ had there) twelve at Brijiol 

twelve at Tork, and more in other great 

towns j in all which places the King’s 

changers, at certain rates or prices pre- 

fci ibed to them, took in the clipped, round¬ 

ed and counterfeit Monies, to be recoined, 

and bought gold and filver of the mer¬ 

chants, and others, to be fabricated into 

new Money. At the fame time it was 

ordained, ^od proclametur per totum reg^^ 

numy quod nulla fiat tonfura de nova moneta, 

fub periculo vitcey & 7nembrorumy amif^ 

Jionis omnium t err arum S* tenementorumy 

And this new Money (as appears by the 

Red-book') was made in the following man¬ 

ner. Firft* it was call from the melting 

pot into long bars, thofe bars were cut with 

Iheers into fquare pieces, of exadt weights; 

then with the tongs and hammer they 

were forged into a round Jfhape; after 

which they were blanched, that is, made 

white or refulgent by nealing or boil¬ 

ing, and afterwards Ifamped or impreffed 

with an hammer, to make them perfedt 

Money. And this kind of hammered 

Money 
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Money continued through all the fuc- Edw. r. 

ceeding reigns, till the year 1663, when' ^ 

the milled Money took place. 

The -kingdom being thus fupplied with 

good Money, it was neceflary, (in order,to 

keep it lb) to prohibit the u(e of bad. for 

which purpofe it was ena<ffed , that no 

other Coin fhould'be -current but of the 

King of England, Ireland, and Scotland', 

that fuch as arrived in 'England from be- 

-yond feas, Oiould <fliew ithe Money they 

•brought to the King*s officers, and not to 

hide it between-clothes, in fardels, or in 

ibales, (as had'been>the practice) upon pain 

of forfeiting body and goods; and if any 

fuch were-found, he which found the fame, 

to have four Pence of the Pound, and the 

reft to the King: that if any found Mo- 

•ney of other Coin than of England, Ireland 

or Scotland, or rounded Money, to break 

the fame, and falfe Money, to be pierced, 

without reftoring it. And becaufe many 

people could not know the light and clip¬ 

ped Money, it was ordained to pafs by 

weight of five Shillings of even weight by 

the tumbrell, delivered by the warden of 

* Stat. de Moneta, 20 E. 1. Tedl. 1. Rallal^ Money, 

No. I. 

the 
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Exchange, marked with the King’s 

mark ; and any man might pierce the Mo¬ 

ney that did not weigh the tumbrell; and 

the Money of other Coin was to be weighed, 

and if the new Money wanted four Pence 

in twenty Shillings, and the old Money 

wanted Six-pence, to return it; and if 

above Six-pence, to be done of them as 

of the reft. 

But becaufe EngliJI;) clipped Money, and 

foreign counterfeit Money, was ftill brought 

into the realm, it was forbid*, upon for¬ 

feiture of the Money for the firft offence, 

the fame with all other goods found for 

the fecond, and for the third, forfeiture of 

body and goods : and all perfons having 

fuch rounded or counterfeit Money, were 

prefently to pierce the fame, and fend it to 

the Exchange to be new coined, or other- 

wife to be forfeited. 

The King’s Exchange *’ here mentioned, 

was near unto the cathedral church of 

St. PauESf and is to this day commonly 

called the Old Change ; but in evidences the 

Old Exchange. The King’s exchanger in 

this place, was to deliver out to every other 

* Stat. of fmall Money, Raftal, No. 2. ^ Strype’s 

Stow, p. 83. 

exchanger 
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exchanger throughout England, or other Edw. i. 

the King’s dominions, their coining irons, 

that is to fay, one ftandard or ftaple, and 

two truflels, or puncheons, and when the 

fame were fpent or worn, to receive them, 

with an account what fum had been coined; 

and alfo their pix or box of aflay, and to 

deliver other irons new graven, &c. 

Afterwards, in a parliament at Stebun- 

heath % holden in the houfe of Henry W2- 

leis. Mayor of London, Lollards, Crokards, 

6cc, were prohibited to be brought into 

the realm, on forfeiture of life and goods, 

and fiver Coin or plate prohibited to be 

carried out; and all who brought Money , 

from France, were to carry it to the table 

at Dover, and receive current Money of 

the realm. The calling in of thefe PoL 

lards' and Crokards, and the new flamp¬ 

ing them again, yielded fomething to the 

King’s coffers. Alfo, in his thirty-firfl 

year, he revived the flatute of the fifty-firfl 

Henry the Third, concerning weights and 

meafures, whereby the Englijl^ Penny, 

called a Sterling, was to weigh, as former- 

“ Stow’s Survey of Lond. ** Stat. de falfa Moneta, 

27 E. I. Daniel, p. 167. ly, 
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ly, thirty-two wheat corns, twenty Pence 

an ounce, and twelve ounces a pound. 

•ThisfKing’s Coins are fomething different 

from thole of his predecefffqrs. He retained 

thecrofs and.pellets, but left off" the feeptre; 

and after )his fixth year the mint-mafter’s 

name, and inftead thereof put civitas, 

or VILLA, and was the firfi: that-added 

jDominus Hibernia, to his flile upon the 

•Coin j which is the more extraordinary, 

confidering that King “John and King Henry 

the Third ^both ufed that title upon their 

great feals, and both coined Money in Ire^ 

land: yet no mention is-made of that king¬ 

dom, even upon jthe Irifi Coins, till this 

Edward added the pi JDominus Hiber^ 

viay which was continued, till Henry the 

Eighth changed the title.offor that 

•of King. 

The Pennies pf the three firff; Edwards* 

are fo much alike, that they cannqt, with 

any certainty, be known from,each other; 

!but following the opinion of an eminent 

antiquary % it feems generally agreed, to 

place thofe, having only the three firfi 

letters of the name to this Edward-j thofe 

* Bifh. York’s manuferip. Hlft. of England, .p. 256, 

Thorelby, No. 156. 

with 
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with EDWA, or EDWARD, tO the Second; Edw i. 

the red: to the Third ; and this reafon is ' ' * 

given for it, Firft, Becaufe the former are 

in greater plenty, (five to one;) and it is 

well known, that Edward the Fird coined 

abundantly more Money than his fon. 

And, Secondly, Becaufe this King on his 

Irifi Coin, has always edw. and never 

otherwife. But it happens that Edward 

the Third’s Irtjh Penny has the name in 

like manner, and therefore this latter ob- 

fervation falls to the ground. 

The Engltfi Penny before his feventh 

year, has the mint-mader’s name, ro- 

BERTVS DE HADLEY. 

Thofe afterwards, have his head in like rS.PIJI. 

manner, full faced, and crowned with a 

crown compofed of three jieurs de lis, and 

^ two rays or leffer flowers between, (whereas 

both upon his Groats and great feal, the 

circle or coronet has ducal leaves) and this 

epigraphe going round the head, edw. r. 

ANG. DNS, HYB. Revctfe, a crofs to the 
V 

outer circle, and three pellets in each 

quarter, civitas London lincol. ebo- 

RAC. cantor. DVRELIE. VILLA BRIS- * 

TOLLIE. BEREWICI. NOVICASTRI. EX- 

ONIE. SCIEDMVNDI. 

G Another 
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Edw.i. Another fort has the crown with pearls 

upon points between the jieurs de //V, the 

letters of the i'nfcription being fmaller than 

2S.Pl.11. the former, edw. rex angl. dns. hyb. 

Reverfe, civitas London.. 

The Halfpence and Farthings ■ were 

coined* in his feventh year, but* not then 

firft coined round, .as fome jingling verfes 

tell us, for we have Ihewn the contrary ; 

they were only made in the Exchange'^ at 

London, near St. Paul's, ftill called the Old 

Change. The Halfpenny like the Fenny, 

the Farthing circumfcribed e. r. anglie. 

without the inner circle about the head, 

which extends to the edge of the Coin. 

Reverfe, the crofs and pellets, londonien- 

sis. An author' tells us thefe fmall Coins 

were before this time of bafe metal. 

' This King is undoubtedly the firft of our 

monarchs that coined Groffes, or Groats, 

probably in imitation of the French, who 

had pieces of this denomination ‘‘ a few 

years before, and called them Groats, be- 

caufe they were the largefl: fiver Money in 

ufe, for till then there was no larger Coin 

* Stow, p. 201. Stripe’s edit, of Stow’s Survey, 

Loud. p. 83. ' Baker’s Chronicles, fol. London, 1684, 

p. lOi. •• Le Blanc, p. 170,171. 

than 
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than Pennies. Thefe F?'ench Groats were 

liner than our’s, having but a twenty-fourth ^ 

part allay, weighing three penny weights 

feven grains, and were current for twelve 

Deniers of Fours^ equal “ to Threepence 

fterling; our’s weighed, or Ihould have 

weighed, four pennyweights, according to 

the indenture of this reign : but French 

Groat was foon raifed in value, till it came 

to twenty Pence Fournois, whereas our’s has 

continued at Fourpence, whence Four- 

pence in. account is called a Groat* 

They are faid to have been firft coined 

in the feventh or eighth year of King 

Edward, upon the recoinage of the old 

Money, (though, I think, more probably 

in his eighteenth year, when the greatell 

improvements were made in the Money) 

containing Fourpencethepiece (faySAS'/c'ze;*') 

fome few, but they were not ufual; fo that 

it feems they wxre never a current Coin, 

but only fpecimens or deiigns for a larger 

fpecies of Money, as is evident by the 

pieces now extant, which are of different 

fizes and weights, from Fourpence to Six- 

* Rymer, tom. 2, p.854. ’’ Lownds, p. 34. - «= Stow’s 

Annals, p. 201. Survey, London, p. 83. Survey, Lond* 

p.83. 

, * G 2 pence, 
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Edw. I. pence, and by the Statute * of the twenty- 

eighth of the Firft, the Penny is 

fuppofed to be the only current Money. 

This is the reafon, no doubt, that our 

Hiftorians attribute to Edward the Third 

2 s. Pl.i. the firft coinage of Groats. Thefe Groats 

(which are indeed great rarities) are truly 

reprefented in Speed's draught, having his 

head full faced, and crowned within a com¬ 

partment of four parts, or rofe of four 

leaves (as it is fuppofed'') for England, in 

like manner as the triangular harp is ufed 

Ireland* edwardvs di. gra. rex. 

ANGL.' Reverfe, two circles of infeription 

in the larger, dns. hibne, or hbin. dvx. 

AQviT. In the lelTer, civi. londonia. 

' Over all the crofs, extending to the rim, 

and three pellets in each quarter in the 

centre. 

This is the firft mention of Aquitaine 

upon our Coins, though from Henry the 

Second it was inferted upon the great feals. 

It is alfo the firft time we meet with dei 

gratia upon the Money, fignifying a fu- 

pream power, independent of God only 5 

though the ufe of it was as old'as Chrif- 

a Coke’s Inftitutes, part 2, p. 575. Articuli fuperChartes. 

*’ Thorefby, 195. ' Selden, Tit. liou. p. 123, 127. 

tianity 
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tianity in fome kingdoms of Chrijlendome, Edw, I. 

and ufed here by Ina the Weji Saxon King, 

and fome of his fucceflbrs : and which we 
i ^ 

likewife find upon the great feals of our 

Kings, from William Riifiis. 

In his twenty-fecond year, anno 1293, 

filver mines “ were difcovered in Cornwall, 

and at Comb-Martin in Devonjldre, in which 

latter, was refined out of the lead ore, 

three hundred and feventy pounds, which 

the King gave for a portion with his 

daughter Rleanor to the Count de Bar, la 

the next year five hundred and twenty-one 

pounds were extracted, and fent to London 

to be coined; and in the following year, 

when the Derby miners were fent to help 

them, feven hundred pounds weight was 

fent to the mint, and in the enfuing year 

more mines were difcovered. But whether 

the Money coined of this filver has any 

mark to diftinguifh it from other filver, I 

don’t know. 

It is alfo reported ^ from the Red-Book 

in the Exchequer, that the aforementioned 

foreign minters, from Marfeilles and Flo^ 

rence, bought gold as well as filver of the 

* Magn. Britan, in Cornwall and Devon. Lownds, 

p. 95. Eng. Hift. lib. p. 255. . 

mer- 
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Edw. II. Abbots j for in the firft year of his reign, 

" ' we find the King’s letters directed * to 

Everico de Frifcombald, whom he had ap¬ 

pointed keeper of his Exchange at Canter¬ 

bury ^ confirming to the Archbifliop of that 

fee, the ancient privilege of having three 

minters and three mints, and to coin 

Money in the faid city. And in the twen¬ 

tieth and laft year of his reign, the inhabi¬ 

tants of Bury ” befieged the abbey, and bore 

out all the gold, &c. with theaffay of their 

Coin, {lamps, and all other things pertain¬ 

ing to their mint; which {lamps could be 

no other than this King Edward'Sy unlefs 

we can fuppofe he made ufe of his father’s 

{lamps for Money, as he did of his great 

feal % to which he only added a cafile on 

each fide of the throne for dillindlion. We 

have indeed only a probable conjedlure to 

know their Coins from each other, as was 

obferved under the former reign, accord¬ 

ing to which rule, thofe with the. name 

EDWA. EDWAR. 01’ EDWARD, but moil 

commonly edwa. are placed to this Ed- 

%vardy in all other refpecfls like his father’s. 

iS, FIJI. CIVITAS LONDON. CANTOR. DVREME 
N’’ 15. 

» Rymer, tom. 3, p. 81. ^ Stow’s Annals, p. 228. 

' SanJford’s Genealogical Klft. p. *65. Notes. 

DVNELM 
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DVNELM, or DVRREM. VILLA SCI ED- Edw. JI. 

MVNDI. BEREWICI, &C. 

EDWARD III. A. D. 1326-7. 

This great Prince improved thole Edw. in. 

good regulations of the Coin begun by' ' 

his grandfather, who by the fevere, but 

juft punilhment of the Jews, in a great 

meafure put a ftop to counterfeiting and 

clipping. But, we find, it was ftill prac- 

tifed by foreigners to bring in counterfeit 

Sterling, as bafe Money, as Maile\ and 

Black-Maile, fuppofed to be of Copper. 

To prevent this it was ena(5led ^ that no 

counterfeit Money fliould be brought into 

the realm, upon forfeiture of fuch Money; 

and that black Money' Ihould not be 

current: and this proving ineffedlual, 

another ftatute awards an exigent againft 

bringers in of falfe Money, if they could 

not be found, or brought in by attachment 

or diftrefs ; afterwards, the nation being 

well fupplied with good Money, it was 

* Camden’s Remains, ch. Money. ^ St. 9 E. 3> cap. 2. 

® Ib. cap.4. ^ St. 18 E. 3, p. 109. 

' • made 
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Edw, r. merchants, and fabricated it into new 

' Money. Perhaps they might coin Florins, 

and it may be a fpecimen for gold Money, 

as the Groats were for filver, for of thefe 

latter it was doubted, (though we had the 

authority of and Speed for it) till fuch 

were found different from thofe of Kdward 

the Third. But as this is taken from an 

additional fragment % of a later date than 

the book itfelf, and no mention is made of 

it by any other author, we may reafonably 

fufpend our belief, till fome fuch pieces 

are difcovered, -u •. 

Befides the Money coined by King Ed~ 

ward in England^ there was a great deal 

coined in Ireland, anno 1279, under the 

direction of Stephen ^ de Fnlborn, Bifhop of 

Waterford, Lord Deputy-; there were mints 

at Dublin, Cork, Waterford, and Fontana^ or 

x^.YX.w. Drogheda. Thefe Coinshave the King’s 

head within the triangle or Irijh harp, like 

thofe of his father and grandfather, edw. r. 

A N G. D N sn Y-B. Revcrfe, a crofs,^' with 

the pellets as his father, and the place of 

mintage, civitas dvblinie. civitas 

WATERFOR. CIVITAS CORCACIE, and 

a Eng. Hift. lib. ?■ 255. *> Annals Camd. Hiber. 

«Irilh Hill. lib. p. 160. . • .* 
Half- 
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Halfpence like the Pennies. ^ Some of the E’dw. r. 

Pennies weigh very near • twenty-two' 

grains, which is above the flandard of 

Edward the Third. ‘ • ' 

I have likewife feen a Penny like the 

former, (the infcription about the head not 

legible) which I take to be of this King’s. 

Reverfe, the crofs with a mullet in each 

quarter, like the old Scotch Groat, vrbe- 

LABioNEN, perhaps coined at Limerick, 

The French Pollards and Crokards were 

prohibited * in Ireland, by proclamation, at 

the fame time they were in England. 

E'DkFARD II. A. D. 1307. 

Neither our hiflories nor laws Edw.ll. 

affording us any information touching the 

Coins of this King fome have doubted 

whether he coined any Money ^ but confi*- 

dering that no Prince ever came to the' 

crown in more favourable circumflances 

(however unfortunate heprovcd afterwards) 

it is hardly to be fuppofed, in a reign of 

near twenty years, the mints fhould fland 

ilill, efpecially thofe of the Bifhops and 

^ Camden, Annals Ireland, 1300. 

G 4 Abbots; 
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Edw. TIT. made * high trca/bn to counterfeit the 

King’s Coin, or to bring in falfe Money, 

as the Money called Lufiburg. Thefe 

were coined ^ at Luxemburgy refembling 

the trn^EngliJJo Sterling, infcribcd eiwa- 

NES. DNS. 2. REVB. Reverfe, the crofs 

and pellets as the Englifi Money, lvcebI 

GENS IS. And it was enadled", that no 

Money fliould have common courfe in the 

realm, but the King’s Coin. Afterwards, 

becaufe the Scotch made a pradlice of car¬ 

rying out the good Englijh Money,' and 

recoining it of lefs value in Scotlandy the 

Scotch pieces ^of Fourpence were allowed 

to be current for no more than Threepence, 

and leffer pieces in proportion. Other 

wholefome laws were likewife made to 

preferve the Coin and bullion in the king¬ 

dom. In was^ prohibited' to carry out 

fterling Money, or filver, or gold plate, 

without licence, or to melt down any Ster¬ 

ling, Halfpenny, or Farthing : and by a 

ilatutein his feventeenth year, (never 

printed) farther provifion was made againfl 

the exportation of fierling Money, and 

3 St. 25 E. 3. St. 5. cap. 2. Thorcfljy, N® 195. 

'St 27 E. 3. St. 2. ch. 14. d 47 E. 3. cap. 2. 48 E. 3. 

Rymer,tom. 7. p. 41. ' St. 9 E. 3. St. 2. cap. i. ‘^Eng. 
Hiil. lib. . Note, p. 256. 

allow- 



OF English Money. i)t 

allowance given for the currency of fuch Edw. iir. 

Flemijh Coins, (Grojfes or others) as were 

of the like allay: but in his twenty-feventh 

year, the nation having plenty of new 

Money % merchants bringing filver or gold 

to the Exchanges, were permitted to carry 

out as much of the new bullion, but not 

old Sterling. Befides the Money brought 

in by trade, the King is faid to have made 

great profit 'by the filver mines at Comb- 

Martin in Devonjhire, As to the coinage 

of the Money ; in his ninth year, it was 

ordained % that Exchanges ihould be made 

where it pleafed the King and council, and 

the year following ^ Pence and Halfpence 

were coined by order of Parliament. And 

befides the King’s mints, the charter mints 

contributed not a little to anfwer the pub¬ 

lic occafions. An authorgives us the 

form of a writ upon one of thefe grants^ 

for coining Money as follows : 

Rex dileSto Jibi Johanni de Flete ciijiodi 

cambij nojiri London falutenu Cum per car- 

tam nojirarn concejferimus diledlis nobis in 

c * St. 27 E. 3. St. 2. ch. 14. ^ Magn. Britan, in Devon- 

fhire. ‘ St. 9 E. 3. St. 2. cap. 7. ' Rynier, 10 E. 3. 

* BilhopNicholfdn in hisHift. lib. . in Regift. MS. Monaft. 

ile Reading. . ^ ' 
Chrijio 
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j Chrijio.Abb at i & monachis de Radyng, 

quod et fuccejfores in perpetuum habeant unum 

monetarlumy & unum cuneum, apud diBum 

locum de Radyng ad monetam ibideniy viz, 

tarn obolos & ferlingosy quam ad JierHugosy 

prout moris eji, fabricandam & 'faciendam, 

prout in carta nojlrd prediBd plenius conii¬ 

ne tur: vobis mandamus quod tres cuneos de 

duro ^ competenti metalloy uiiumy viz. pro 

Jlerlingisy aliurn pro obolisy ^ tertium pro 

ferlingisy pro monetd apud diBum locutn de 

Radyng facienddy de imprejjione ^ circum- 

fcripturd quas diBus-Abbas vobis de- 

clarabity fumptibus ipfius abbatisy fieri & 

fabricari faciatis indilatCy & eos ad fcac- 

cat'ium nofirum apud Weftm. quamprimum 

poteritis mittatisy ita quod fmt ibidem d die 

S. Martini, prox. future in xv. diesy ad ul- 

timumy preejato abbati ex caufd preediBd 

liberand. T. J. de Shardiche apud Wefim. 

xvii. die Nov. anno regni ncflri xii°. From 

this writ, fays the fame author, it (hould 

feem, that either Abbots, and other great 

men, \yerc only permitted to coin fmaller 

pieces, or elfe, that there was not any 

greater piece coined here, till after the 

tv/elfth year of this King, than a Penny. 

As to the hrR conjecture, it is obvious, 

that 
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that when this privilege of coining was Edw. ill. 

hrft granted, there was no greater Coin * ^ * 

than a Penny, nor was there, even at the 

time of this writ, any larger in common 

ufe ; and afterwards we have Half Groats of 

the Bifhops’ mints : but the lafl: conjecture 

is undoubtedly true ; for the ftatute of the 

ninth of Edward the Third, which pro¬ 

vides againft the melting down of Sterlings, 

Halfpence, or Farthings, makes no men¬ 

tion of Groats, which it would certainly 

have done, had fuch pieces been then cur¬ 

rent ; and therefore, in the next reign, 

when this flatute was confirmed. Groats 

and Half Groats were added. 

In his eighteenth year there was a new 

coinage % both of gold and filver, which 

was to be made in the city of Torky or 

elfewhere, where the King ordained, in 

fuch manner as it was made in the Tower 

of London. This new Money feems to have 

been bafer or lighter than the old, and not 

very acceptable to the people, becaufe the 

fame year it was enaCted, that no man 

fhould be compelled to take the new Money 

of gold or filver, which the King had or¬ 

dained to go in payment, at a certain price, 

* Raftal, N® 13. 
^ J * 1 * 

Within 
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of twenty Shillings. This 

looks, as if Groats had been then coined. 

' But, befides that our hiftorians place it 

much later, we have a record ’ in his 

twenty-fifth year, where it is faid, that, 

by the advice of his privy council, the 

King caufed to be made new filver Money, 

viz. one Money to be called a Groaty of 

•the value of four EaJierlingSy and one Demy- 

Grojsy of the value of two Eajierlingsy o 

be current with our Monies of Eajierling, 

Maille, and Ferling. 

So that ’tis probable, the new filver 

Money here mentioned, was made lighter, 

raifing.the value of the filver in the Coin to 

twenty-two Shillings and Sixpence, as it 

contiiiued fome years afterwards: for. 

By indenture*’ the twentieth of Edward 

the Third, a pound weight of old flerling 

filver, was to make twenty-two Shillings 

and Sixpence, and Percival de Perche was 

mailer; fo the Penny muft confequently 

weigh, or ought to weigh twenty-one 

grains and a quarter, inflead of twenty-four, 

the llandard weight of the old Penny. 

And the like indenture in his twenty- 

third year, when John Donativey of the 

® A. D. 1350, 25 E. 3. Rymer, tom. 5. p. 708. 

^ Lownds, p. 36, 

caftlc 
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caftle of Florence, and Philip John Denier Edw. iii. 

were maflers and workers, by which in- ' 

denture were likewife coined Halfpence 

and Farthings of filver. 

But the greatefl coinage was in his 

twenty-fifth year, when Groats were made, 

and the Money brought down again; there 

was a great deal coined, becaufe* two years 

afterwards it was allowed to be exported. 

Of this new Money, gives us the 

following account. William Fdington, 

Bifiiop of Winchejier, and Treafurer of 

England, a wife man, but loving the 

King’s commodity, more than the wealth of 

the realm and common people, caufed a new 

Coin, called a Groat and Half Groat, to be • 

coined; but thefe were of lefs weight (in 

proportion) than the Pence called Eafer- 

lings, by reafon whereof vid:uals and mer¬ 

chandize became the dearer through the 

whole realm: whereupon a ftatute was made 

in the Parliament then held at Wefiminfier, 

to reduce the fame to the former rate, which 

was given before the late great mortality. 

The Statute' directs, that the Money of 

gold and filver, which now runneth, ihall 

• Stat. 27 Ed. 3. St. 2. cap. 14.' ^ Stow, Annals, p. 251. 

' St. 25 E. 3. St. 5. cap. 13. Raflal, 14. 
not 
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Edw iiL not be impaired in weight, nor in allay, 

but as foon as a good way can be found, 

the fame be put in the ancient eftate, as in 

the Sterling. And, by the fame ftatute, 

the officers of the mint were to receive 

plate of gold and filver by weight, and in 

the fame manner to deliver the Money, 

when made, by weight,and not by number. 

But that part of theflatute for putting the 

Money in the ancient eftate, was not ob- 

ferved ; for, by indenture * in the twenty-^ 

feventh of Edward the Third, a pound 

weight of filver, of the old Sterling, was to 

make by tale feventy-five Groftes, (or 

Groats) amounting to twenty-five Shillings, 

a hundred and fifty Half GrolTes going for 

Twopence a-piece,*or three hundred Ster- 

lings going for Pence a-piece, and Henry 

Brijfel was mafter and worker. By this in¬ 

denture the Groat was to weigh three penny¬ 

weights, four grains, three quarters. The 

lixke ** in his thirtieth and thirty-feventh 

year, only adding Half Sterlings, fix hundred 

.to the pound j and the fame in the forty- 

fix tli year, when Bardet de Malepylys of Flch^ 

rence was mafter and worker : fo that the 

* Lownds, p. 36. •’lb. p, 17. 

reduc- 



redud:ion made in the twenty-fifth year 

was continued throughout this reign. 

As the Firfi: Edward was the firfi: of our 

monarchs who coined a piece of Money 

called a Groat, Edward the Third was the 

firfi: that made them a current Coin. Of 

thefe there are two forts ; one with the 

title of France, the other without. Ilis 

firfi and lafi Groats are of the former kind, 

having his head crowned with an open 

crown, confifiing of three jieurs de Us, and 

two rays between, like his fecond great 

feal (for his firfi has leaves) within a rofe 

(as it is called) of nine leaves or parts, the 

points inward, terminating each of them 

in three pellets triangular; edward. d'. g. 

(dI. G. or DEI G.) REX. ANGL. Z. 

FRANC. D. HYB. Reverfe, the double 

circle, divided by the crofs, and three 

pellets in each quarter in the centre, posvr 

DEVM ADIVTOREM MEVM. Alluding 

to the profecution of his title to France, 

like the motto to his arms, Fieu et mon 

droit; whereby he declared he put his 

whole trufi in God, and the jufiice of 

his caufe. A motto fo well approved by 

his fuccefibrs, that it continued to the 

H uniting 
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Edw. iir. uniting of the kingdoms, except * upon 

' the country mints of Henry the Eighth, 

the bad Money of Edward the Sixth, and 

Groats of Queen Mary. The leller circle 

has only the place of mintage, civitas 

LONDON. Some of thefe Groats are dif- 

tinguifhed from others, by a fmall annulet 

in the center of the three pellets of one 

quarter; and whereas there is ufually a 

fmall crofs pate, where the infcription on 

both fides begins and ends; fome have a 

crown, or coronet, in place of the crofs,. 

as a mint-mark. One of Tork. mint has 

a bell for the mint-mark, civitas ebo- 

RACI. 

The Half Groats are like the Groats, but 

have the King’s name at length, ewar- 

Dvs, and want dei gratia j fome of 

them FRANC and others, dns. hyb. One 

of London mint has fraci for Frank', 

another of Tork mint wants Meum, and 

the like. 

After the ratification of the treaty of 

Bretigny, in OSiober 1360, YJmg Edward 

relinquiflied the title of France, and we 

have no more mention of it upon the Mo- 

» ^rhorelby, N° 195. ** Rymer, tom. 6, p. 621. 

A. D. 1369. Clauf. 43 Ed. 3. m. 15. d. 

ney 
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ney till 1369, when the King of Edw. iir. 

having broke the peace. King Edwardy by' * 

the advice of his Parliament, re-aifumed 

that title, as he had taken it before the 

peace. The Money coined during this 

fpace of time, is thus infcribed, edward 

DEI. GRA. REX. ANGL. DNS. HIB. Z. 

AQjiT. In all other refped:s like the for¬ 

mer. All thefe Groats have Roman cha- 

raders, which are fuppofed^ to diftinguilh 

them from thofe of E^dward the Fourth, 

which have the old Englijh charadlers j 

but there are fome of thefe latter infcribed 

Edward. Et. Gra. Rex. Angl. Z. Franc* 

which, by their weight, (being two Penny¬ 

weights, twelve grains) muft be Edward 

the Third’s ; the full weight of Edward 

the Fourth’s being but two Penny-weights 

three grains, and few of them reaching 

that weight by feven or eight grains. One 

of this fort has a crofs crofiet the mint- 

mark, and another a rofe, coined perhaps 

in his forty-third or forty-fourth year, after 

he re-alilimed the title of France, and 

renewed the war; for he was then in 

fo great want of Money, that notwith- 

Handing the aids of Parliament, he bor- 

* Eng. Hift. lib. Thorelby. 

II 2 rowed 
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Edw. III. rowed great fums of private perfons; and 

this Money was made lighter “ than the 

former, to fupply his neceffities. The 

alteration in the titles upon thefe latter 

Groats, inferting only England and France, 

and leaving out Irelandy was followed by 

all his fucceffors upon the filver Money, 

till Henry the Eighth. 

The Pennies are like his father’s and 

grandfather’s, known from them only by 

the name, Edwardus, at length, and from 

Edward iht Fourth’s, by the form of the 

letters, particularly the n, which in his, 

is Old Englifi or Saxon, but in the three 

firft Edwards, Roman, edwardvs rex 

ANGLiE. Reverfe, the crofs and pellets, 

civiT as LONDON. One of Tbri mint has 

EDWARDVS REX ANGLIE ET, and a Tofe 

in the centre of the reverfe. One of L072- 

don mint, with annulets in the centre of 

the pellets in each quarter of the crofs; 

another of Durham mint, civitas dv- 

iS.Pl.Il. nelm, and other mints. The Halfpen- 
^9* nies are like the Pennies. The Farthing^ 

EDV/ARDvs REX, or REX A. Rcvcrfe, the 

crofs and pellets, civitas London. Mint- 

marks a crofs, a mullet of fix points, &c. 

* Walfingham, p. 188. 
This 
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This King, for any thing that has yet Edw. III. 

appeared to the contrary, was the fifft of ^ 

our monarchs that coined gold Money, 

imitating therein the neighbouring Princes 

who had done the like fome time before. 

Why they fo long forbore to coin gold, I 

know not (fays Camden “) unlefs it were of 

ignorance, for I think it proceeded not 

from the law of yujiinian the Emperor, who 

forbad foreign Princes to coin gold. But 

furely it required no more Ikill to coin 

gold than filver; and from the year 1252, 

if not much fooner. Florins of gold were 

every were current. The reafon why 

they did not coin gold Money of their 

own fooner, feems to be, becaufe they had 

no need of it. A few Florins were fufficient 

for ordinary payments, and for extraordi¬ 

nary, bullion bed: anfwered the end of 

Money. But as the price of all things in- 

creafed, the Coin was augmented in pro¬ 

portion. Thus the Penny grew up to a 

Crown, and fiver was turned into gold, 

which now does little more than fupply the 

place of fiver, as it was in the Conqueror s 

time. 

* Remains, ch. Money, 

H 3 The 
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Edw. HI. The firh; eold Coin with us was a F/d?- 

rence^ or Florin; for few Princes in Fu- 
I 

rope but coined pieces of that denomina- 

■ tion, the name of Florin being generally 

applied to all gold Money, becaufe the heft 

gold Money were Florins but our^ were 

fomething too light, being coined for the 

King’s benefit towards his wars in France^ 

Stow ^ tells us, the King, anno 1342, af¬ 

ter the Parliament commanded Florences 

of gold to be made at the Fower of Lon¬ 

don -y that is to fay, the Penny, of the 

value of fix Shillings and eight Pence ; the 

Halfpenny, of the value of three Shillings 

and four Pence; and a Farthing worth 

twenty Pence. But he is miflaken both as to 

the time and value ; for anno 1344 % and 

the feventeenth of Edward the Third, 

with the con fen t of the Prelates and Peers, 

it was agreed, that three forts of Money 

' be made in the Lower -y one with two leo¬ 

pards, to be current for fix Solds, to be 

the weight of two fmall Florins of Flo- - 

rence-y the half of it with one leopard, at 

three Solds, the quarter-part with an 

healme, of eighteen Deniers, which were 

3 Daniel. Annals, p. 239, ' Rymer, A. D. 

13^4, tom. 5, p. 403, • . 

com- 
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commanded to be current in all payments. Edw. iii. 

Til is is dated at lVeJi7ninlier, the twenty- '— 

Seventh of January, which falls in the be¬ 

ginning of his feventeenth year, (his reign 

being reckoned from the twenty-fifth of 

January.^ And the ftandard and value 

of thefe pieces appears by an indenture % 

the next year, between the King and Wal-- 

ter de Dunjiower, mafter and worker of 

the Monies, whereby every pound of gold 

of the old ftandard, viz. twenty-three car- 

rats, three grains, and a half fine, and half 

a grain allay, was to be coined into fifty 

Florences, to be current at fix Shillings 

a-piece, making in tale fifteen pounds; 

or into a proportionable number of Half 

or Quarter Florences, fo that they were 

not of bafe allay '(as Da?iiel has it) but as 

fine as the Nobles were afterwards, the 

difference being in the weight, which did 

not bear a juft proportion to their cur¬ 

rent value in fterling Money. For this 

reafon it was, thofe Florins, which had 

been coined in his feventeenth year, were 

generally difliked, and refufed; and there¬ 

fore the indenture for the further coinage 

of this gold Florin, in his eighteenth year, 

• Lownds, p. 35. 

H 4 was 
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5dw. IIT. was laid alide, and inftcad thereof, the 

lame year, a new fpecies of gold Money 

was made : and becaufe of the great da¬ 

mage ’ that had been found in the fird; 

gold Money, the fame was to be no longer 

current, but at the will of receivers, but 

to be brought in to be melted down for 

the value of it. And it is probable they 

were generally brought in and recoined, 

for none of them have yet been found, but 

2 S.Pl. II. a Quarter Florin, having on one dde a 

helmet with lambrequins, and the crell; 

of the lion palTant guardant, as we fee 

upon his great feal, the field htmg feme de 

lySy EDWR. R. ANGL. Z. FRANC. D. 

HYB. Reverfe, a crofs flory, with a 

rofe in the centre, exaltabitvr in 

GLORIA. 

The ninth of fuly^ and eighteenth of 

Kdward the Third by advice of the coun¬ 

cil three kinds of gold Money were or¬ 

dained to be made, one to be called the 

Noble, at fix Shillings and eight Pence fier- 

ling j the Maille Noble at forty Pence Iber- 

ling, and the Sterling Noble at twenty Pence ; 

which, by indenture' with Perched de 

3 Rymer, tom. 5, p. 424. Rymer, tom. 5, p. 416. 

A. D. 1344. 18 E. 3. a Writ to the Sheriff of London^ 
' Lownds, p. 35. 

Perche, 
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Perchcy were to be made thirty-nine Nobles Edw, nr. 
and a half to the pound, making in tale' ^ 

thirteen Pounds, three Shillings and four 

Pence. And by this indenture the trial 

or alTay of the pix was eftablifhed, as a 

check upon the mailer of the mint, that 

the Money made‘by him was agreeable to 

the covenants of his indenture. At the 

fame time”, all perfons were forbid to 

carry out of the realm Money of gold or 

filver without licence, except the new gold 

Money, under pain of forfeiting the fame, 

and their bodies to the King’s will. And 

it was ordained, that no Money fliould 

be received or paid but in the King’s 

Coin, and that none refufe the gold and 

filver Money, the gold Money at twenty 

Shillings of Kajierlings. But at the fame 

time it was enad;ed ^ that none fhould 

be compelled to take the faid new Mo¬ 

ney, within the fum of twenty Shillings, 

againft his will. The fame Money was 

to be made in the city of Tork, or elfe 

where it pleafed the King, in the manner 

it was made in the P’ower of London. 

* Rytner, tom. 5, p. 416. Stat. Raftal. 13. 18 E. 3, 
cap. 6. 

By 
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By the fame order that this new Coin 

was publiihed, a certain rate* was fettled 

for exchanging gold for filver, or filver 

for gold, at the King s Exchange ; for it 

feems, heretofore, perfons had been de¬ 

ceived for want of fome certain order for 

exchange, which probably was the chief 

objection to the gold Money; but now the 

exchange of the gold Money was fettled, 

viz. thofe that would change gold for 

Eaderlings at the King’s Exchange (for no 

other was allowed) were to take for the 

Noble of gold, a Penny lefs than the half 

Mark ; the Maille a Penny lefs than the 

value, and the Ferling a Farthing; and 

thofe that would buy the Noble of gold 

for Eaflerlings, to pay a Halfpenny above 

the value, and for the Maille and Ferlino- 
o 

a Farthing. The twentieth of Auguji fol¬ 

lowing the firft gold Money was called 

in to be recoined, and the Nobles abfolutely 

made current, and no perfons were to re- 

fufe the fame under forfeiture of body and 
goods. 

In the twentieth of EdwajA the Third, 
» * 

the value of a pound of gold in Coin was 

raifed to fourteen pounds, making forty- 

* Rviner, tom. 5, p, 416. Rymer, tom, 5, p. 424. 
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two Nobles, at fix Shillings and eight Pence 

a piece, or a proportionable number of 

Half' and Quarter Nobles, by indenture * 

with the aforenamed Perceval de Perche 

and the like by another indenture in his 

twenty-third year, when John Donative 

of the caftle of Florence, and Philip De-- 

nier were mafters and workers.' And the 

King ^ being defirous his gold Coin called 

the Noble fliould be current in Flanders as 

well as England, for the greater increafe 

of the faid Money, viz. De?tarii, Oboli, 

& ^adrantes, called Nobles, appointed per- 

fons to treat and agree with the IVJagilfrates 

of Gandt, Bruges, and Efpre, and other 

places in Flanders, for the ilriking in his 

name the faid Money, to have a like cur¬ 

rency both in England and Flanders. 

In his twenty-fifth year there was a great 

alteration in the Money, by reafon, as 

was alledged % that the fame being better 

than that of any other kingdom, had been 

carried abroad, and bafe Money brought 

in, to the damage of the people : whereupon 

the King, by the advice of his privy coun¬ 

cil, caufed to be made new Money of gold, 

* Lownds, p. 36. b Rymer, tom. 5, p. 506. 20 E, 3. 

A. D. 1346. c Rytner, tom. 5, p. 708. 

of 
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Edw. Ill- of like impreffion and value as it was be¬ 

fore, and ordered, that none refufe the faid 

new made Money for the price, viz. the 

Noble, half a Mark; the Half Noble at 

three Shillings and four Pence; and Ferling 

at twenty Pence. By this injundlion, as 

well as the reafons alledged for this new 

coinage, it is plain the Coin was made 

lighter. Stow fays % it was abated in 

weight, and yet made to pafs at the former 

value, and that the old Noble was worth 

much above the taxed value of the new.' 

He does not tell us what the difference was; 

but as no reduction of the Coin is men¬ 

tioned afterwards, during this reign, it 

• was doubtlefs as we find it in the inden¬ 

ture v/ith Henfj Brijfely mafter worker, 

in the twenty-feventh year, whereby a 

pound of gold of the old ftandard was to 

make forty-five Nobles, or a proportionable 

number of flalf or Quarter Nobles, amount¬ 

ing to fifteen pounds, the cxacfl value of 

the Florences, which had formerly been 

refufed by the people, and called in, as bad 

or light Money. That no reduction of 

the value was made afterwards is manifefi', 

from the ftatute' of the twenty-fifth of 

® Annals, p. 253. ’’ Lo'.vnds, p. 36. * 25 E. 3. Raft. 14. 

Edward 
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Edward the Third, which enacts, that the Edw. iii. 

Money of gold and filver then current, 

fhould not be impaired in weight nor in 

allay, but as foon as good way might be 

found, the fame Ihould be put in the an¬ 

cient eftate as in the Sterling; but the lat¬ 

ter part was never regarded, for we find the 

fame proportions obferved in all the fubfe- 

quent indentures of this reign. 

The Nobles firft coined, as we have 

fliewn, in the feventeenth year of King 

Edward the Third, were fo called “ from 

their purity and excellency, being efteemed 

the noblefi; and befi; Coins then extant; and 

being of the value of fix Shillings and eight 

Pence, from thence the Half Mark, or fix 

Shillings and eight Pence in account, was 

afterwards called a Noble, The occafion 

of ftriking this famous Coin, was not, as 

'Rapin ^ invidioufly fuggefts, to perpetuate 

the memory of an ad:ion of little impor¬ 

tance, namely for clearing the channel of 

(what he calls) a few CorfairSy (which, 

.neverthelefs, was a memorable ad:ion) for 

they were coined four years before; but to 

aflcrt King Edward's dominion of the feas, 

and title to France, and to commemorate 

* Camden’s Remains. Vol. i, p. 428. 

his 

I 
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Edw. iir. his great and glorious naval victory over 

the French fleet, in 1340, the greatefl: * 

that ever was obtained at fea.before by the 

Englip, and the firft, where a King of 

England hid commanded in perfon, where¬ 

in the French'^ are faid to have loft thirty- 

thoufand men. An action worthy the 

Monarch of the feas, and to be tranfmit- 

ted down to us, after the Roman manner, 

upon the beft gold Money; fo that'this 

Coin may truly be called.as well for 

its beauty’and value, as the fubjedt it com¬ 

memorates; and indeed may. be efteemed a 

Medal as well'as a'Coin. 

Pi.ii. This great Prince is .therefore very pro- 

2 S.Pl.II. 

^ , vereign of the feas, ftanding triumphantly 

in a fliip, compleatly armed, the crown upon 

his head, a naked fword in his right hand, 

and Ihield in his left, whereon, as alTerting 

his title to France, he quarters the arms of 

that kingdom, (being feme de lysj' in. the 

firft quarter with, the arms oi England: 

the firft inftance of quartering arms 

by our Kings, either upon their feals or 

Coins, after the example of Ferdinand the 

Lcdiard’s Naval Hill, p, 47, 48. Sandford’s Ge- „ 

nealog. Hill. p. i6i. 

t - Third, 

perly reprefented upon thefe Nobles as So- 
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Third, King Spain, when he united the Edw.iii. 

kingdoms of Cajitle and Leon. This is '— 

like wife the firft Money W'hereon the arms 

of England appears, viz. three lions paf- 

fantguardant, though foine will have them 

leopards; and, what is moft extraordina¬ 

ry, they are frequently fo called in ouradls 

of Parliament, and other publick adls. 

But, belides that, there is no fuch creature 

in nature'as a leopard, ex lecena et pardo, 

the term leoparde relates only to the 

guardant pofture, w'hich can no way alter 

the property, and in that pofture principal¬ 

ly confifts the majefty of the lion ; and 

from this bearing it w^as, that our King 

Richard the Firft had the nick-name of 

Cor Leo?iis. So that the notion of leo- . 

pards arofe from the indifcriminate ufe of 

the French term leoparde; for at the fame 

time it w’as apparent, what they called 

leopards, were true lions ; which, though 

the French will not admit in terms of bla¬ 

zon, they have often experienced to their 

coft. ^ 

As thefe Nobles bear the arms of France, i s.Pl.ii. 

they have the title of France, edward. ^ 

DEI GRA. REX. ANGL'. Z. FRANC. DNS. 

IIVB, but upon his great feal the title of 

France 
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Edw. ni. Fraf2ce is placed firft, agreeable to the bear¬ 

ing of the arms : whereas before, his titles 

were Rex. Angl. Dns. Hyb. et Aquit. the 

title of Aquitaine being now immerged 

in that of France. Upon the fides of the 

fliip, towards the bottom, are two fpikes 

landing out, and above them in a row 

three lions of Fngland, and four fieurs de 

Us, viz. a Jieur de Us, and a lion alternately. 

Reverfe, a crofs fiory, with a feur de 

Us at the points, a lion of England 

under a crown in each quarter, and the 

Letter e within a fmall rofe in the 

centre, all within a compartment, called 

a rofe of eight parts or leaves, or, as 

. Mr. “ calls them, eight goderoons; 

circumferibed with this legend in old Eng- 

lifl characters, ihc. avtem. transi- 

ENS. PER. MEDIV. ILLORVM. IBAT, 

which our aichymifts profoundly ex-' 

pound, that as yefus palled invifible, in 

molt fecret manner, by the midft of the 

Fharijees {yfehn viii. 59.) fo that gold was 

made by invifible and fecret art alchymi- 

eal, of Raymond Lully in the "Lower: but 

others fay, that ttxt was only an amulet, 

ufed in that cre.dulous age to efcape dan- 

» Numifmata, p. 86. C.imden’s Remains, chap, 

of Money. 
gers 
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gers, fuperflitioufly applying the words of Edw. in. 
the Golpel, to make the wearers iiivulner- '— 
able. This laft conjedure feems moft 

probable ; and the occafion of it, no doubt, 

fprung from the wonderful prefervation of 

the King, who, by the invifible hand of 

Providence, pad unhurt through the midfl 

of his enemies, in that extrordinary fea 

fight, which this noble Coin was intended 
to commemorate* 

The Half or Maille Noble, is like the iS.pi.iL 
Noble, EDWAR. DEI. G. REX ANGL. 

FRANC. Reverfe, domine. ne. in fv- 

RORE. TVO. ARGVAS* ME. {Pjalm wi, 
xxxviii* V. I.) 

The Quarter or Ferling Noble, in place i s.pj.ip 
of the fliip, has an efcutcheon with the arms 

Fra?ice ^nd England^ quarterly, within 

a rofe, edward* dei. gra* rex. angl. 

Reverfe, the crofs and lions, without the 

Clowns, and ^ijieiir dc lis within the leder 

lofe in the centre, exaltabitvr in 

CiLORlA* 

The Nobles coined after the treaty of 2S.pi.n. 

Bretigny, in his thirty-fourth year, when 

he relinquilhed the title of France, and 

before his forty-third year, when he re- 

aflumed it, have this epigraphe, edward. 

I D£1 
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Edw.III.DEI. GRA. REX. ANGL. DNS. HYB. Z. 

' AQviT. (but ftill quartering the arms of 

France, to keep up the claim to that king¬ 

dom) upon the fide of the Ihip four flcurs 

de lys, two and two, and two lions alter¬ 

nately. The legends of fome of thefe 

have the old Englijh n, whereas in the for¬ 

mer the N was Roman, Thofe with the 

title of Aquitaine, are not fo common as 

them with the title of France, which are 

in great plenty, and proves the miftake of 

'that obfervation % that King Edward s 

vidories and defigns in France, and elfe- 

vvhere, exhaufted fo much treafure, that 

little or none almoft remained in the land ; 

on the contrary, there muft have been a 

prodigious quantity, confidering the temp¬ 

tation to melt them down, and yet how 

many are left. 

Thefe Nobles were coined in Flanders 

as well as England, (as I have fhewn) in the 

' twentieth year of King Edward j and this 

he did as King of France, which title he 

had taken to remove the fcruple of the 

Flemings, and difpenfe with their oath to 

the French King, not to bear arms againft 

him \ and, in imitation of thefe, the Earls 

of 
2 Relig. Spelm. p. 207. 
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ot Flanders coined the like Nobles, differ- Edw. m, 

ing in nothing but the arms, the name, and '— 

the titles ; and the Earls of Holland after¬ 

wards ufed the Ihip, as allufive to their • 

maritime fituation. 

King Edward like wife afferted his pre¬ 

rogative as King of France, by coining a 

Frencl? fpecies of gold Coin, called an Ejcu, 

refembling thofe of King PMlp. On thefe 

he is reprefented-fitting in his chair of2S.PUn 

ilate, crowned, holding in his right hand^°'^* 

a fword, and with his left a fhield, with 

the arms of France only, all within a rofe, 

EDWARDVS. DEI. GRA. ANGL. Z. FRAN- 

ciE. REX. Reverfe, tjie crofs rose, or 

adorned with rofes, with*in a rofe of four 

leaves, the points of the rofe terminating 

in leaves in the quarters of the crofs, and 

the like leaves oppofite thereto in the in- 

terflices, xpe. vincit. xpe. regnat. 

XPE. imperat. This is probably the 

new gold Coin mentioned by Stow^, which 

;the Prince of Wales caufed to be made in 

■Gafcony, anno 1355, the Prince being that 

year‘•appointed his father’s Lieutenant of 
•Aquitaine. 

=* Antiquary, plate, N° 4. 

<■- Sandford’s Gen. Hift. p. 183. 
^ Annals, p. 259. 

I 2 Le Blanc 
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Edw. III. Le Blanc tells us *, that thefe Efcu’s of 

* Edwardy were coined in 1339, in anfwer 

to Philipy who had coined fuch pieces with 

his figure thereon, holding a drawn fword 

in the fame manner, thereby to let him 

know he would maintain himielf in the 

pofieflion of his kingdom. But this Money 

of PhtUf^ was before Edward took upon 

him the title of Frafice, and therefore can 

have no relation to it. It is mofi; likely • 

this of King Edward's was coined foon 

after the battle of PoiBiers, when having 

the King of France prifoner, and a power¬ 

ful army in the heart of France, he may 

be faid to have been in pofieflion of the 
» 

kingdom. 
The fame author likewife informs us, 

that the lions of gold which fucceeded 

the Efeu’s in 1338, were fo called from the 

lion at the King’s feet, which reprefented 

the King of England, over whom King 

Philip had had the advantage, in the dif- 

pute for the crown of France; and it is 

the more probable, fays he, that the King 

of England was defigned by this lion, be- 

caufe upon mofi; of the M oney King Edward 

made in Guyenne, that animal is repre- 

» Tralte des Monoyes, Paris, 4to. 1692, p. 257. 

fen ted. 
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fented. But this author might have 

inemhered, that Philip had not yet tried'' 

the flrength of the Englijh lion, and had 

gained no advantage over King Edward, 

but by Guyenne : that the lion was 

the arms of Guyenne, and therefore Philip 

inferted it upon the Coin, to fliew he was 

in a(flual pofleffion of that dutchy; and for 

the lame reafon the lion was put upon King 

Edward's Money coined there. Le Blanc* 

likewife mentions another French piece, 

called a George Florin, coined at Orleans, 

by order of Philip Duke of Orleans, the 

King s fourth fon, made current in Febru^ 

ary 1340, whereon the King is reprefented 

under the figure of St. George, trampling 

on the dragon, which he will likewife 

have to fignify the King of England-, and, 

perhaps, according to the French humour, 

it might be fo intended, there not having 

been any fuch fpecies of Money coined 

before, or fince. But with what propriety 

the French King could take the figure of 

St. George, the patron of England, I do not 

underfland, unlefs in return for King 

Edward s afTuming the title and arms of 

* Traite de^ Monoyes, Paris, ^.to. 1652, p, 258. 

I 3 . France 
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Edw. in. France. But thefc farcaftical pieces had no 

iBng, and were retorted upon the maker 

with a vengeance at the battles of CreJJ'y 

and Poiriers, after which all the coin and 

wealth of France was hardly fufficient to 

pay the ranfoin of their King, when he had 

endured near five year^ captivity in England^ 

and they were reduced to fuch poverty, that 

they made ufe of Leather Money *, with a 

fmall find or nail of filver in the middle. 

Befides the French Efcu, this Prince 

coined Money in his father’s life-time, as 

Duke of Aquitaine^ which was given him 

by his father^ in September 1325, being 

then in the thirteenth year of his age. 

A Half Groat of this coinage, which feems 

to have been ftruck immediately after the 

cefiion of that dutchy, reprefents him in 

his robes, as newly created, and holding a 

fword in his right hand, ed.— reg. 

ANGL. Reverfe,thecrofs, as on ^t.EngUjh 
Money, with a lion paflant guardant, and 

a jieur de Its alternately in the quarters, 

PRINCEPS -IE. 

2 s. PI. I. The Groat “ has his figure in profile, 

^ looking to the left, and holding a fword 

» Philip de Comines. Rymer, tom. 4, p. 165, 166. 

Sandford, p. 158. « Antiquary, Plate, N° 4. Ib- 

‘ upon 
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upon his right fhoulJer, with a rofe as the Edw. iir. 

Englijh Groat, ed.- regi.-- 

ANGLIE PS-B. Reverfe, the double 

circle, crofs, and pellets in the quarters,. 

——ECP.—--EINTT.'-- In 

the latter circle, aqjtan. princeps. 

There is likewife a Half Groat % coined i S. PI.II. 
• • • 10 • 

by Edward after he was King, having his 

head crowned, the face inclining to the 

right, and under it a lion palTant guardant, 

the arms of Aquitainey edward. rex. 

ANGL. Reverfe, the Englifi crofs, with a 

crown in each quarter. 

In the thirty-hxth year of his reign 

King Edward created his fon the Prince of 

Wales, (nick-named iho. Black Prince, from 

his black armour) Prince of Aquitaine^ 

upon which occafion the Prince kept his 

Court at Bourdeaux, the chief city of that 

principality, with great Rate and magni¬ 

ficence 3 and, as a mark of fovereignty, 

fiiruck Royals, and Chaifes of gold. The 

Royal refembled the French Coin called 

a Royal, but with a fword inftead of a 

fceptre. The Prince is reprefented thereon 

under an antique canopy, of Gothic work, 

* Thorciby, N® 190. ^ Sandford, p. 185. 

14 Handing 
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landing upon two lions couchant, guar- 

dant, in his robes, crowned with a chaplet 

of rofes, and a large fword in his right hand, 

refting upon his Ihoulder, the back of the 

canopy adorned with his devife of the 

oftrich feathers, won from the Kinp- of o 
Tiohemia at the battle of Creffy^ and ever 

after the badge of the Princes of Wales^ 

aS.PI.II. ED. PO. GNS. REG. ANG. PNPS. AQTI. 

Reverfe, a compartment or rofe, and within 

it a crofs glande (the points terminating 

in acorns) between two oflrich feathers, 

incircling two lions, and as many feursdelis, 

placed alternately in each quarter, dns. 

AIVTO, PTECIO, ME Z. IIPO. SPAVIT 

COR MEVM. B. [Pjalm xxviii. n), 8.) 

There feems to have been a pretty many of 

thefe coined, though they are now exceed¬ 

ingly fcarce, for I find a draught of this 

piece, with forne little difference, in a 

Dutch placart or ordinance for Money, 

printed at Antwerp, anno 1633. 

?S.PI.II. The Chaife of gold (about the bignefs 

of a milled Guinea) refembles the French 

Coin of that name, fo called from the 

chair wherein the Prince fits. As alfo a 

inaffe % from his holding ^ maffe or fceptre 

? Le Blaac, p. 5, 

in 
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in his hand. This was alfo flruck at Edw. in. 
* 

BourdeauXy and has his figure in his robes, ' 

fitting in an antique chair, crowned with a 

chaplet of rofes, and another like chaplet 

in his left hand, holding a fceptre in his 

fight, ED. PO. GNS. REGIS. ANGLIE. 

PNs. AQjiTANiE. Rcverfe, a compart¬ 

ment in the form of a rofe, with a crofs 

refembling a crofs pate, having a lion and 

fieur de Us alternately in the quarters, devs 

IVDEX, IV8TVS. FORTIS. Z. PACIENS. 

{^Pfalm vii. v. 12.) 

Whether John King of Cajiile and Duke 

of Lancajlery the King’s brother, coined 

Money, I do not know ; but he had a li¬ 

cence* in 1377 for two years, to coin 

Money in the city of Bayonne, or in the 

calfle of Guijfcny or any other place, in 

Senefcalcia Landarumy of gold or filver; and 

another’’fuch licence in 1380, the third of 

Richard the Second. 

In Ireland, there is faid to have been an 

adl of Rate for the coining of Halfpence 

and Farthings, of fuch allay, that the 

pound de Mailles fhould contain twenty- 

“Rymer, tom. 7, A, D. 1377. 51 E. 3. p. 148. 

^ Ib. p. 244. 3 r'. 2. c Ward’s Antiq. cap. 25, in Irlfh 
Hid. lib. p. 162. 

one 
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Edw. III. one Shillings by tale, and as many Ferlings 

as made twenty-one Shillings and eleven¬ 

pence ; which if fo, were the bed: Coins 

mentioned in this reign. But by a writ 

two years after in Rymer *, Rex cujiodi fuo 

Hiber?ii£e, it recites. That whereas there 

had been made in Ireland black Money 

called Turneysy the fame are prohibited to 

be given or taken in payment, under for¬ 

feiture of the Money and things bought 

with it; neverthclefs permitting the fame 

to be current, till fterling Money be pro¬ 

vided. This fliews there was a great 

fcarcity of good Money in Ireland at that 

time; and the following year it was or- 

• dained, for the conveniency of the Irijly^ 

that derling Pence, Halfpence, and Far¬ 

things, Ihould be made at the Exchange at 

Dublin ; and, for that purpofe, eight pair 

of dyes, for each fort, fhould be prepared 

at the Exchange at London, and fent thither 

for coining the faid Halfpence and Far¬ 

things. 

This Irijh Money has the King’s head 

in the triangular or Irijlo harp, like thofe 

oiEdnjcard the Firlt, and the fame inferip- 

tion and reverfe : but, if I am not miftaken, 

» 12 E. 3. 12 July. ^ 17 E. 3. I March. 

thefe 
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thefe are rather broader than thofe, the Edw. in. 

triangle fomething larger, and have two' * 

dots under the head, whereas thofe of 

Edward the Firit have but one : they are 

likewife a little lighter, not weighing above 

twenty grains, whereas the others weigh 

generally one or two and twenty. 

RICHARD II. A. D. 1377. 

T^HIS King coined Nobles, Half No- Rich. ir. 

bles, and Quarter Nobles, Groats, Half' * 

Groats, Pence, and Halfpence, of the fame 

flandard and value, as were coined in the 

27th of Edward the Third. The only 

indenture in Lownds^, is in his eighteenth 

year, when Nicholas Malakin, a Florentine, 

was mafter and worker. 

In his fifth year, a law was made ^ to 

prevent the tranfportation of gold or 

filver, in Money or bullion, and the Groat, 

Half Groat, Penny, and Halfpenny of 

Scotland, was to be current only for half: 

and in his feventeenth year', the flatute of 

the ninth ol Edward the Third, againft 

c 

*P. 37. ** Stat. 5 and 14 R. 2. Raftal, N® 18, 19. 

jjR. 2.cap. 1, 14 R. 2. Raftal, 19. 

melting 
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Rich. ir. melting of Halfpence and Farthings, was 

renewed, adding Groats and Half Groats, 

which had come into ufe fince the making 

of that ftatute. All foreign and Scotch 

Coins, both of gold and hlver, were pro¬ 

hibited to be current, and directed to be 

brought to the bullion, to be molten into 

coin of England j and that no man iliould 

fend Englifb Money into Scotlandy to change 

the fame for Scotch Money. 

The Nobles are like thofe of his grand¬ 

father, but with a different epigraphe, 

RICHARD. D. G. REX. ANGL. FRANC. Z. 

DNS. HiB. z. AQT. Here we have both 

France and Aquitaine mentioned, contrary 

to the ufage of Edward the Third. The 

lions on the fide of the fliip are paffant to 

the left, whereas thofe of Edward are to 

the right. Reverfe, the initial letter of 

his name, within the rofe in the centre. 

Another has a different epigraphe, ri- 

CARD DEI. GRA. REX. ANGL. DNS. HIB. 

z. AQj'N. leaving out the title of France, 

(though we find it upon his great feal) 

which perhaps he relinquiflied in 1396, 

upon his marriage with the Lady Ifabel 

of France, when a truce was eflablifhed 

between 
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between the two kingdoms for twenty- 

eight years. 

Rich. ir. 

The Half Noble the like. 

The Quarter Noble, ricard. di.gr a. 

REX. ANG. in all other refpedis like his 

grandfather’s. 

The filver Money of the Second and 

. Third Richard being alike, we are under 

the fame difficulty to diftinguiffi them from 

each other, as we were thofe of Edward 

the Third and Fourth, the form of the 

letter n, being the only difference fup- 

pofed to be between thefe,as between thofe. 

By this means, there are fome pieces 

aferibed to Richard the Third, which, by 

the weight muff belong to this Richard, 

who, as well as Edward, ufed the old 

Englijh n upon his gold Money, therefore 

the weights and fcales muff determine it. 

The difference in weight is likewife the 

fame between thefe two Richards, as be¬ 

tween the Edwards. Thefe Groats that 

weigh above two pennyweights, three 

grains, may undoubtedly be placed to 

Richard the Second, making allowance for 

what they ufually fall ffiort (though per- 

•fedl) of the indenture weight; and alfo for 

clipping, they being generally clipped into 

the 
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Rich. II. the letters of the legend. This allowance 

being made, I believe, mod; of thofe piece* 

afcribed to Richcvd the Third, will be 

found to be Coins of this Richard. And 

indeed, as they are. more plenty (though 

fcarce) than the other, it is much more 

probable they fliould be the Second 

Richard'Sy who reigned twenty-two years, 

than Richard the Third’s, who reigned 

’but two. 

"^be Groat and Half Groat have the 

N°3o. King’s head full faced and crowned, within 

the rofe, (which the lelTer pieces want) like 

his grandfather’s, ricard. di. gra. rex. 

angl. z. franc. Reverfe, the crofs and 

pellets, with the double circle, and the 

iilual legend, posvi, &c. in the leder 

circle, civitas London. 

^s.pi.ii. A Penny, which weighs fourteen grains 

and a half, though much worn, ricardvs. 

REX. anglie. Reverie, the crofs and 

pellets, civitas eboraci. 

A Halfpenny that weighs feven grains, 

ricard. REX. angl. Revcrfc, civita.^ 

L O N D o N . 

' ‘In the ninth year of his reign, he cre¬ 

ated * Robert de F^re Earl of Oxjord, Mar- 

? See the Patent in Selden’s Tit, Honour, p.41. 

^uis 
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quis of Dubliny and Duke of Ireland, with Rich. ir. 

tiie fullefl prerogatives of fovereignty ; and '— 

amongft others, to coin Money of gold 

and filvei-, of the goodnefs of EngliJJj 

Money ; but whether he ever made ufe of 

this power is uncertain. As alfo, whether 

the King himfelf coined any Money in 

that kingdom, though he was twice in 

Ireland, and in his eighteenth year called a 

Parliament there. 

But this King coined ?vToney* in Aqui- 2S.Pi.IT. 

taine', and that in Speedis undoubtedly^ 

a French Royal, coined there, bearing a near 

refemblance to the Black Prince’s, having 

•the figure of the King crowned in like 

manner, with a fword in his hand. Only 

this is the half figure, and without the 

canopy, ricard. d. gra. anglie. 

FRACiE. REX. D. AQjT. The reverfe, 

almofl: the fame as the Black Prince’s, but 

with a different legend, avxilivm. mevm. 

A. DOMINO. [PfaIm exxi. 'u. 2.) 

* Rymer, tom. 10, p.544. Vafc.ii. '’Speed’s Hill. 

England. 

IIENRT 
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HENRT IV, A. D. 1399. 

Hen.iv. In the lecond year * of this King, the 

flatute of the fifth of Richard the Second 

was renewed, prohibiting the tranfporta- 

tion of gold and filver in Money or bul¬ 

lion, without licence, and the Money of 

Scotlatzd^ and of FlanderSy and other coun¬ 

tries beyond the feas, were to be voided out 

of Englandy or put to Coin, by the Chrijl- 

mas following, upon pain of forfeiture. 

The merchants at Calais to do the like by 

foreign and Scotch Money there. But this 

lafi; had no elfed: for want of a fufiicient * 

quantity of fmall Money for common ufe. 

And therefore, two years afterwards, the 

Commons '’prayed an ordinance to remedy 

the great mifchief for want of Maille 

and Farthings, and by that means of the 

ufe of foreign Money, as Maille of Scot- 

land, and others called Galley Halfpence, 

and clipped Halfpence, and in fome places ' 

of leaden tokens. It was thereupon 

enabled % that the third part of all filver 

* St. 2 II. 4. cap. Rallal, 22. 4 H. 4. cap. 16. 

' Pari. Rolls, 4 H. 4. in WM. in Off. Arm. p. 264. 

* Stat. 4 H. 4. chap. 10. 

Money 
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Money fhould be made in Halfpence and Hen. iv. 

Farthings, and of this third part, the one —' 

half to be Halfpence, and the other half 

Farthings, and the coiner to be fworn to 

do the fame • and that no goldfinith or 

other perfon melt the fame, under penalty 

of quatreble the value : and to multiply * 

gold and filver was made felony. Money 

was likewife prohibited to be carried out 

of the realm to the court of Rome. In 

the eleventh year' Galley Halfpence were 

abfolutely prohibited, and wherever found 

to be forfeited to the King, and the fla- 

tutes and ordinances relating to the Coins 

of Scotland^ and the parts beyond the feas, 

were enjoined to be duly executed. 

Thefe Galley flalfpence were a Coin of 

Genoa\ brought in by the Galleymen, or 

men that Came up in the gallies with wine 

and merchandize, and thence called Galley 

Flalfpence, broader than the Engllfi Half¬ 

penny, but not fo thick, and probably 

bale metal, becaufe two years afterwards 

a flatute ' was made to confirm the former 

law, confidering the great deceit, as wdl 

“ St. 5 H. 4. ch. 4. *» 9 H. 4. ch. 8. St. 11 H. 4. 

cap. 5. d stow’s Survey Lond. tom. i, lib, 2, p. 40. 
'St. 13 H. 4.ch. 6. 

K of 
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Hen. IV. of the faid Galley Halfpence, as other 

^ ^foreign Money. 

"We have but one indenture for coinage 

in this reign in Lownds^ which is in his 

third year, being the fame as the twenty- 

feventh and following years of Edward the 

Third, and eighteenth of Richard the Se- 

' cond. But Stow lays, that in his thirteenth . 

year, anno 141he cauled a new Coin 

of Nobles to be made, fifty to the pound; 

and in the Parliament rolls * of the fame 
/ 

year, is an ordinance for increafe of Coin, 

whereby the mafter of the mint in the 

T'ower, might make of every pound of 

gold, fifty Nobles, and of filver thirty 

Shillings fierling,- of the allay of the old 

Money ; the ordinance to begin at Eajier 

next, and endure to the end of two years; 

and if at the end of that time it be found 

againfi: the profit of the King and his 

realm, then to ceafe. 

The Nobles of Henry the Fourth, and 

their parts, are exactly like thofe of Rich-^ 

ard the Second, imitating his predeceflbr 

in his Coin, as well as his great feal, which 

fie ufurped ’’ with his crown, only rafing 

® 13 H. 4. WM. in OfF. Arm. p. 420. Sandford’s 

Genealog. Hift. p. 265. Notes. 

out 
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out the name Richard vs, and putting in He„. m 
HENRICVS. »- 

The Groat is alfo like his predeceiTor’s iS.Pi.ij-* 

HENRIC.Dl.GRA.REX.ANGLIE(orANGL.) 
z. FRAN, (or FRANC.) One has three fmall 

pellets in triangle, on each fide the neck. 

Reverfe as ufual, civitas London, or 

Villa calisie, and various mint marks, 

as the crofs-crofslet, a crofs pierced’ 

2.jleur de Hs, a mullet, &c. And I have 

feen a Groat of London mint, having a flar 

or mullet upon the left fide of the King’s 

breaft. The Half Groat is like the Groat^ 

but on fome the title of France is abbre¬ 

viated to FR* and F* One has the middle 

of the crofs quatre-pierced, with a fmall 

pellet in the center* 

The Pennies have the head without 

the rofc, henricvs. rex. angl. z* f* 

Reverfe, the crofs and pellets, of London, 

Tork, or Calls mint. One of Tork mint 

has a fmall mullet, within a rofe in the 

center of the crofs, a’nd a point (or mul¬ 

let) on each fide the crown: another 

Penny of this King has on each fide the 

head a rofe, and fieur de Us, with a rofc 

in the centre of the crofs upon the reverfe. 

K 2 The 
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n r^. The Halfpenny, HENRicvs REX. ANGL. 

' We do not know that this Kin? coined 

23. any Money in Ireland, but an author ‘ lays, 

that in the year 1404, he ordered the Noble 

ol his five immediate predecelTors to pafs 

in Ireland for ten Shillings; and from that 

time all forts of Coin went at a higher 

rate there, than in England: but it hap¬ 

pens only two of this King’s predecelTors 

coined Nobles, fo that the author is mif- 

taken as to the fadt, or the reign. 

But he is faid ’’ to have coined Money in 

Aquitaine. 

HENRT V. A. D. 1412. 

H’nrvV. Otwithftanding the provifion made in 

' ' the former reign to fupply the nation with 

fmall Money, and prohibit the ufe of bad, 

we find the fame evil dill fubfifting, the 

new Money being probably melted down, 

or tranfported, as faff as coined, and bafe 

Money brought in to fupply the place of it. 

In order therefore to prevent this perni- 

3 Davis’s Reports in Irifh Hill. p. 162. Rymer, 

tom. 10, p. 544. Vafc. II H. 6. 
CIOUS 
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cious practice for the future, it was made 

felony to bring in % or put in payment, 

any Galley Halfpence, Sujkln, or Dotkm, 

and all Scottifh Money of filver j and all 

perfons having fuch Mloney, were to bring 

the fame to the King’s Exchanges by the 

Eajier following, there to be broken 3 and 

thofe that were found good filver, to be 

coined into E77glijh Halfpence, and clip¬ 

ping, waihing, or filing of the Money, was 

declared treafon. In his ninth year a 

thorough reformation was made in the 

Coin. To avoid the deceits by wafliing, 

clipping, and counterfeiting, it was or¬ 

dained that no E'ngliJJ:) gold Monty fliould 

be received in payment, but by the King’s 

weight, which was fent to every city, and 

this % in a great rneafure, put a flop to 

that pernicious pracftice, which had been 

a great hindrance to commerce, and damage 

to the fubjedl; and all former adls con¬ 

cerning Money, not repealed, were con¬ 
firmed. 

And becaufe a great part of the gold * 

then current, was neither of true weight, 

^ > Raftal, 27, 28. b St. 9 H. 5. ch. ii. c Daniel, 

Kennet, p. 335. <» Raftal, 32. St. 9H.5. fed. 2. c. i. 

' Weights, Rallal,23. St. 9 H. 5. fed. 2. ch. 7. St. 9 He. 
ch. II. " 
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nor good allay, and though a Noble* was 

good gold, and weight, men could get no 

white Money for it, all perfons who be¬ 

fore the Chrijimas following brought their 

light and bad Money to the Tower, were 

to have the fame re-coined at the King’s 

charge, except reafonable allowance to the 

mafter and officers of the mint. That all 

who brought Money to the Tower to be 

coined, ffiould within eight days receive 

the full value of what they brought, paying 

the feignorage and cunage of gold, after the 

rate of five Shillings for the pound of the 

Tower; and for the feignorage and cunagc 

of filver, fifteen pence for the pound, and 

no more ; and thofe that would exchange 

the fame at the Tower, to pay for the ex¬ 

change, a Penny for the Noble, a Half¬ 

penny for the Half Noble, and a Farthing 

for the Quarter, with the feignorage' and 

cunage as before j and if the Money deli¬ 

vered at the Exchange was defed;ive, it 

might be refufed, and the exchanger was 

to melt it. 

At the fame time, an ^ was made, 

to endure at the King’s pleafure, that a 

* Stow’s Survey, p. 83. ** Raftal, 33. 9 H. 5. St. 2. cap. 2. 

? St. 9 H. 5, St. ?. cap. 3, Raftal, 30, 36, 37, 9 H.s, 

Qap. 5, (5, 
mint 
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mint thould be at Calaisy under the fame 

regulations as the mint in the Tower; and 

it was enaded, that all Money of gold or 

fiver, which fhould be made at the Tower 

of Londorty and at Calais, or elfewhere 

within the realm of England, by authority 

royal, fhould be made of as good allay and 

weight, as then made at the Tower. 

Orders*were likewife fent upon this re¬ 

coinage to all receivers of Money, that 

they fhould receive all Monies brought to 

them, if it did not want above twelve 

pence in a Noble of the true weight, and 

give them the new-coined Money for it; 

by which the King, though then under 

great neceflities for Money, yet was con¬ 

tented to lofe almofl three Shillings in the 

pound for the benefit of the people. This 

redrefs of the Coin, and the King’s favour, 

gained fo much of the Parliament, that they 

gave him a fifteenth. But Stow fays'*, this 

fifteenth was granted of fuch Money as 

was then current, gold or filver, not over¬ 

much clipped. If the Noble was worth 

five Shillings and Eightpence, the King to 

take it for a full Noble of fix Shillings and 
O 

* Daniel, Kennet. ^ Survey of London, by Strype, p. 83. 

K 4 Eight- 
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Henry V. Eiglitpencc; if lefs, the perfon was to 

make it good to five Shillings and Eight- 

pence, and if better, the King to pay the 

furplus above: but this does not agree 

with the fiatute % which recites, that be- 

^ caufe it would be to the great lofs and cofis 

of the King’s fubjedls, unlefs it pleafed him 

to relieve them in this cafe ; the King 

• therefore, of his fpecial grace, remifes and 

forgives to his people, all that to him per- 

taineth for this new coinage. 

The fiandard and proportion of the 

Money was the fame as the latter coinage 

of his father’s ; for, by an indenture ” dated 

the fourteenth of ^r/V, in the firfi; year of 

his reign, with Lewis John Dantre^ mailer 

and worker for London and Calais, he was 

to make three forts of gold Money, viz. 

Nobles, at fix Shillings and Eightpence, 

fifty to the pound j Pieces of three Shil¬ 

lings and Fourpence, and the Quarter at 

Twentypence, making in tale fixteen 

Pounds, thirteen Shillings, and Fourpence; 

and the pound of filver to make thirty 

Shillings by tale, viz. in Groats, ninety to 

the pound, Demy-Grofs, Eallerlings, 

’ Raftah 31. ** Ciauf. I H. 5. in dorfo, M. 35. 

Mailes^ 
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Mailes, and Ferlings. And in his ninth 

year was another like indenture with Bar¬ 

tholomew Goldbeater. 

The Noble, henric. di. gra. rex. 

ANGL. Z. FRANC. DNS. HYB. And re- 

verfe, the initial letter of his name within 

the rofe in the centre; in other refped:s 

like thofe of Edward the Third, and 

Richard the Second, except, that upon the 

fides of the fliip are only two lions palTant, 

to the right, and three jieurs de Us alter¬ 

nately j and the arms of France are three 

jieurs de Us, this Henry being the firft of our 

Kings that bore them fo upon his great feal 

and his Money. But they were ufed, upon 

fome other occahons, in that manner, 

much earlier, both in France and England. 

There is an Angel of Philip de Valois^ 

coined in 1340, with the three jieurs de Us, 

which was probably done to vary the arms. 

King Edward having then lately taken the 

arms feme de Us. Le Blanc likewife men¬ 

tions a charter of the faid Philip, in 1355, 

with a feal of the arms in like manner. 

There is likewife a Groat of King John, 

with only three feurs de Us, though he 

ufed them likewife femE But Charles the 

Sixth, 
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Henry V. Sixth, who began his reign in 1380, con- 

flantl)^ bore the three Us for the arms of 

France, as they have been continued ever 

fince. As our Kings altered the arms of 

France, in imitation of the French King, 

it is mod likely Henry the Fourth, cotem¬ 

porary to Charles the Sixth, began it. He 

did indeed bear the flowers feme- upon his 

great feal, becaufe it was his predeceflbr’s; 

but that he bore the three feurs de Us upon 

other occaflons, is mofl: likely, for fo we 

fee it at the head of his tomb at Canterbury', 

and his fon Henry, afterward Henry the 

Fifth, in like manner bore the three feurs 

de Us upon his feal, annexed to an inden¬ 

ture, fo early as the fixth year of his fa¬ 

ther’s reign, and no doubt after his 

example. Henry the Fifth was likewife the 

firfl; who put the title' of England before 

France upon his great feal, though from 

Edward the Third it had been fo placed 
upon the Money. 

There is another Noble diflinguiflied by 

the ftandard of St. George, or flag, having 

St. George's crofs thereon, at the ftern of 
the fhip. 

The Quarter Noble, henric. di. gra. 

REXt ANGL. like thofe of Edward and 

Richard, 
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Richardy except the arms of France, and a Henry v. 

fmall jieur de Us above the efcutcheon. “ “ 

The filver Money is like his father’s, 

and known from them only by two little 

circles, on each lide the head, probably 

intended for eylet-holes, from an odd 

flratagem % when he was Prince, whereby 

he recovered his father’s favour, being then 

drefled in a fuit full of eylet-holes; from 

that time may likewife be dated his extra¬ 

ordinary change of manners, which proved 

fo much to the honour of himfelf, and the 

kingdom, and therefore not an improper 

diilincftion of the Money of this Prince, 

from the others of the fame name. 

The Groat, henric. di. gra. rex. iS.p.iii. 

ANGL. z. FRANC, having an eylet-hole on 

each fide the neck, and two anfwering 

them among!]; the globuli. On the reverfe, 

POSVI. DEVM. ADIVTORE. MEVM. CIVI- 

TAs LONDON, but moft of them are of the 

Calais mint, villa, calisie. A very fair 

fort has anglie. 

The Half Groats like the Groats, but 

have the title of France abbreviated to fr. 

both in the London and Calais mint. 

* Stow, Speed. 
The 
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Heniy V/ Xhe lefTcr pieces, Pence, Halfpence, and 

Farthings, henricvs. rex. angl. Re- 

verfe, the crofs and pellets, civitas Lon¬ 

don, or VILLA CALIS. 

After the victory of Agincoiirty and con- 

quefl: of Normaiidy, this heroic Prince, to 

affert his fovereignty as King of France, 

ordered Petit Muttons of gold, and Groats 

of filver to be coined at Roan, of the fame 

form and goodnefs as the French. But 

afterwards, by an order*, dated at the caftle 

of Gtfors, the 25th of September, 1419, it 

was directed that all the Muttons of gold. 

Groats, Half Groats, and Quarter Groats 

of filver, Manfois, and Petit Deniers, to 

be coined for the time to come, fliould 

have an h in the middle of the great crofs, 

together with the diftindtion as had for¬ 

merly been ordered to be made. 

The Quarter Groat to be current for five 

Deniers of Fours, to weigh two penny¬ 

weights, fixteen grains of filver, of the 

value of thirteen Shillings and Fourpence 

the Mark, equivalent to theGroat: 

to have on the reverfe, a fiiield with 

three Jieurs de Us, and the Demy-Grofs the 

like. 

f Fat,Norm. 7 H. 5. Rymer, tom. 9, p. 798. 

The 
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The Doubles called Mangoisy current for Henry 

Twopence T^ours, to weigh one penny- 

weight, eight grains of filver, at fixteen 

Shillings and Eightpence the Mark; to 

have three jieurs de lis on the reverfe. 

The Petit Deniers, current for a Penny 

Tours, having one pennyweight allay. 

Argent le Roy, at twenty-five Shillings the 

Mark; to have two Jieurs de lis upon the 

reverfe. 

The Nobles of England to be current See 2 s. 

for forty-eight Grofs, (which Grofs are 20. 

inferibed henricvs on the reverfe, and 

towards the crofs a leopard) making four 

pounds Tours, and fixty Carolus Groats, 

making one hundred Sols of Tours; and 

that the Petit Muttons, then valued at 

twelve Grofs, to be current for eig-hteen 

Grofs of the aforefaid Money, making 

thirty Shillings Tournois; but to continue 

the fame weight and allay, viz. thirty-two 

Carrats* fine, and ninety-fix to the Mark 

By another ordinance % diredied to the 

Keeper of the Money at Roan, dated the 

12th of January following, reciting the 

* Pat. Norm. 7 H. 5. Rymer, tom. 9, p. 847. 

great 
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Henry V. great damage to the people, by the bring- 

ing in of bafe French Money, Groats arc 

ordered to be made, to be current for 

Twentypence of ‘Fours, weighing three 

pennyweights, eight grains of filverjRoy, 

at fix Shillings and Eightpence the Mark ^ 

the faid Groat to have three jieurs de Its 

under a crown upon the reverfe, and on the 

fides of the faid Jieurs de Us, two leopards 

holding the fame, and round them this 

infeription, henricvs. francorvm. 

REX.,and in the middle of the great crofs 

an H, with the diftindlion formerly made 

in the lirfl: Groats, and this infeription 

about the great crofs, sit. nomen. do- 

aS.P.lll. MINI. BENEDiCTVM. [Pfiilm cxiii. *1), 2.) 

N zz. 'p};jere is a Billon Groat in Le Blanc, which 

exadtly anfwers this defeription. 

Alfo there was ordered to be made little 

Fleurins of gold called Efeus, twenty-two 

Carrats fine, and ninety-fix to the Mark, 

having on the reverfe a fhield, with the 

plain arms of France 2indi England quarterly, 

circumferibed henricvs. dei. gratia. 

REX. francta:. et. ANGLI.T. and near 

the great crofs an 11, and between the 

flowers of the faid crofs, two leopards, and 

Vno jieurs de Us, and round it this inferip- 

tion^ 
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lion, CHRISTVS. VINc'lT. CHRISTVS. Henry V. 

JREGNAT. CHRISTVS. IMPERAT. '- 

Afterward * great quantities of Money, 

bearing a near refemblance to this, but 

lighter, and of worfe allay, being brought 

in and paid away, to the great deceit of 

the people, all foreign Money was forbid. 

And on the i8th of April following, the 

keeper of the Money at Saint Loe, is di- 

reded *’ to coin Groats as before, with the 

diftindlion of a little point under the fecond 

letter of the infcription on either fide. 

This the French called the point fecret, 

which, by an ordinance 'in 1415, was put 

under the letters of the legend, fliewing, 

by what letter it was under, the place of 

fabrication j as, for inllance, the mark for 

Paris was under the fecond letter e of 

BenediSlum^ for which reafon King Henry 

ufed the fame difl:ind:ion j though, accord¬ 

ing to the ordinance before mentioned, the 

mark for Roan was to be under the firll 

letter b. 

From this laft order of King Henry for 

coining Groats, Rapin makes a Reflec- 

“ I Feb. 1420. Rymer, tom. 9, p. 860. Pat. Norm. 

8 H. 5. A.D. 1420. Rymer, tom. 9, p. 880. 'Boifard 

Traite des Monoyes, p. 91. Hill. Eng. p. 525, vol. i. 

tion 
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lienry V. tion (with his ufual candour) as if King 

Henry had not only broke the treaty, but 

his oath, by ufing the title of France 

upon the Money: but this was no new 

order for coining the Money in this man¬ 

ner, as he would inlinuate, for it was fb 

ordered the "January before: and even at 

the time of making this lail:. King Henry 

had not fo much as agreed to the prelimi¬ 

nary articles 3 and according to his own 

account, did not execute the treaty, till 

the twenty-hrft of May following. Soon 

after this, purfuant to the article of the 

treaty, we have an order*, dated the 

lixteenth of Juney directed to the keepers 

of the Money at Roan and Saint Loe, to 

alter the ftile upon the Coin, to make 

blank Deniers, called Groatsy at Twenty- 

pence Foiirnoisy two pennyweights, twelve 

grains allay, at three Shillings and Four- 

pence the Mark, with an alteration of the 

flile, viz . in Head of Henrtcus F rancor uni 

ReXy HENRICVS. REX. ANGLIC. ET.HiE- 

RES. FRANCIJE. And the twenty-fourth 

of June is another order to the Chancellor 

of the Fxchequery for altering the ftile in 

» Rymer, tom. 9, p. 920. P. Norn. 8 H. 5. Rymer, 

tom. 9, p. 915. 8 H. 5. A.D. 1420. 

like 
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Jike manner upon his feal, in which order Hentv v, 

he writes, himfelf llenricus Dei Gratia, 

Rex Anglic, Hares & Regem Regni Frtt?x- 

cia, & Domimis Hibernia. 

After this King Henry coined ® Saluts,' 

Demi-Saliits, Elanks, and othei" ipecies of 

Money, of the fame form and goodnefs as 

tJiofe of King Charles, wliereon he took 

the title of Cares Francia. Thefe Saluts 

were fo called, from.the falutation repre- 

fented thereon. They were fird: coined iri 

November 1421, King Charles being the 

only French King who coined thefe Saluts 

of gold, our King Henry doing the like. 

And, by an order of the feventeenth of 

January following, the Saluts, and Demi- 

Saluts of Fngland m.ade in Normandy, were 

made current in France, with other fpecies 

of Money, viz. the Salut at twenty-five 

Shillings, Demi-Salut twenty-two Shil¬ 

lings and Sixpence, Petit Muttons fifteen 

Shillings, Nobles forty-two Shillings and 

Sixpence^ Half Nobles twenty-one Shil¬ 

lings and Threepence, Quarter Nobles ten 

Shillings and Sevenpence ob; 

The Blanks, or Whites, were fo called 

from their colour, being filvcr, becaufe at 

“ Le B’anc, p. 243. p. vii. 322, 242. k Coke’s Inllit. 

jp. Z, cap. 30, SU2H.6, cap. 9. , 

L the 
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Henry V. the fame time were coined Gold. They 

were valued at two thirds of the Groat, and 

were prohibited to be current in Ejngland 

in his fon’s reign. 

The Muttons * were fo called, from the 

impreflion of the lamb, or agnus dei^ upon 

them, for which-reafon they have the in- 

feription, agnvs. dei. oyi. tolli. 

PECCATA. MVNDll MISERERE. NOBIS. 

Reverfe, a crofs jiori and Jieuriy like the 

Nobles, within a rofe of four parts, and 

Jieurs de Us in the quarters, xpe. vincit. 

XPE. REGNAT. XPE. IMPERAT. The 

Muttons of Henry were like the French 

Muttons, only they had the letter h in the 

centre of the crofs, as has been obferved 

before. 

, He likewife coined Doubles \ of the 

Value of three Mailes, commonly called 

NiquetSy and other Monies, befides what he 

'coined in Aquitaine* 

“ Le Blanc, p. 169, 238. ’’ Ib. p. 243, 245. Rynaer, 

tom. 10, p. 544. Vafe. n. H. 6. 

UENRT 
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•In the firfl Parliament * of this reign, 

the ftate of the mint was taken into con- 

lideration, and the Lords of the Council 

were impowered to appoint mafters and 

workment, to make Money of gold and 

filver, and to hold the Exchanges in Torky 

. Brijioly and any other places they fhould 

think neceffary- and all”gold and filver 

^ brought to the Exchange, was to be fent 

to the mint to be coined; hereupon mints 

were ere(5ted in divers places. The next 

year Blanks were forbidden to be received 

or paid, upon pain of the Ifatute of 

the Fifth, againft Galley Halfpence^ Sujkmsy 

and Dotkins, 

And whereas King Itenry the Fifth or¬ 

dained a mint at Calais^ whereby great 

fubftance of Money of gold and filver 

had been brought into the realm, which 

was daily carried out to Bourdeauxy Fla?i^ 

dersy and other places ; the old ilatutes ^ 

provided in^hat behalf, were enjoined to 

be duly executed, on forfeiture of fuch 

* St. I H. 6^ cap. 5. 

^ Ib. cap, 
** Ib. cap. ij. « St. 2 n. 6, cap. 9; 

L 2 Moneyy 
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• Money, unlefs for payment of wars, fol- 

diers, or prifoners. And to the intent that 

more bullion fliould be brought to the 

mint, the office and duty of the King’s 

aflayer, comptroller, and mafter of the 

mint, was afcertained by ftatute’; and 

the mafter enjoined to receive all filver 

brought to him, at’the true value, and to 

coin all bullion brought thither} and to 

caufe to be ftricken from time to time. 

Half Nobles and Farthings of gold. Groats, 

Half Groats, Pence, Halfpence, and Far¬ 

things, according to the tenour of the in-, 

denture made between the King and him; 

io that the common people might have 

recourfe to the Exchange for fmall gold 

and white Money. 

In the fame Parliament, the nine northern 

counties petitioned for a mint-mafter to 

be fent to to coin gold and filver, 

for the eafe and benefit of the faid coun¬ 

ties, as was done in his father’s time, which 

petition was granted. 

The indenture'of the mint, to which 

the above-mentioned fiatute refers, was in 

the firft year of Henry the Sixth, with 

=* St. 2 H. 6, cap. 12. ** Rot. Par. 2 H. 6. N° 12. 

Drake’s Antiq. York, App. 119. ' Clauf. i H. 6. m. i. 

Bar* 
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Bartholomew^ Goldbeater, who had been 

inadcr of the mmt in the former reign, 

and is here called mint-mafter enle cite de 

Londres, cite de Denwyk, le ville de Brijaut, 

et en la ville de Calais : where it is remark¬ 

able, Dunwvich is called a city, as having 

been formerly an epifcopal fee, the French 

word cite fignifying an epifcopal town, as 

anciently it did with us; and Brijiol, 

though the fecond town in England, not 

being an epifcopal fee at that time, is only- 

called ville -, and accordingly the Coins 

ifruck at thofe places, are infcribed, civi- 

TAs. DONwic. and villa. Bristol. 

By this indenture was to be coined Nobles 

at fix Shillings and Eightpence, fifty to the 

pound ; Half Nobles and Quarter Nobles 

in proportion : and of filver. Groats, ninety 

to the pound; Half Groats, Eafterlings, 

Mailes, and Ferlings j of which filver 

Money, four ounces in every pound was to 

be made into Groats, two ounces in Half 

Groats, three ounces in Sterlings, two 

ounces in Mailes, and one ounce in Fer¬ 

lings. This was the fame flandard and 

value as his father’s Money, and fo it con¬ 

tinued all his reign, properly fo called : 

L 3 but 
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VI. but upon his fliort refloratign to power, 

in his forty-ninth year, there was an in¬ 

denture* with Sir Richard Conjiablcy mafter 

worker, for coining Angels of gold, at fix 

Shillings and Eightpence each, fixty-feven 

^nd a half to the pound, making in talc 

twenty-two Pounds ten Shillings j and of 

filver, a hundred and twelve Groats and a 

half,amounting to thirty-feven Shillings and 

Sixpence, or proportionably in lelTer Coins. 

This raifmg the value of the gold and lilver, 

was according to the laft indenture**, in 

the fifth of Edward the Fourth, whereby 

Angels had been coined, fuppofed to be 

the firfi: of that fpecies, as vvill be obfcrved 

afterwards, being previous in time, though 

falling under a fubfequent reign. 

HI. This Angel of Henry the Sixth, has on 

one fide the figure of St. Michael Handing 

upon the dragon^ and piercing him through 

the mouth with the point of his fpear j 

the upper end of the fpear terrninating in 

a crofs hottone, henricvs. di. gra. rex. 

ANGL. z. FRANC. Reverfe, a fiiip with 

a large crofs for the mafi:, on the right fide 

whereof is the initial letter h, and on the 

? Lownds, p. 59. ^ lb. p. 4p. 

left 
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left a fleur delis for France, as we fee upon Hen. vi. 

his French Angelot. On the fide of the'— 

{Jup, a fliield of the arms of France and 

England quarterly, per. crvcse. tva. 

SALVA. NOS. XPE. REDETOR. a crofs ‘ 

pate the mint-mark. Another has, fran- 

CiE. CRVCE. andREDET; fo that there 

were different ftamps of thefe Angels. 

His other Coins, both gold and filver, 

are fuppofed to be diftinguifhed from his 

father’s, by the arched crown, furmounted 

with the orb and crofs, being the firfl of 

our Kings who appears with an arched 

crown upon his Coins j but upon his great 

feal he has an open crown fieuri, with fmall 

pearls upon points between. This is like- 

wife the firfk time we fee the orb with the 

crofs upon the Money, though it had been 

ufed % upon other occafions, by almofl all 

our Kings, down from Edward the Con~ 

The arched or clofe crown ^ is not 

of ancient ufe, but in the empire, and 

thence, perhaps, was called imperial. Some 

think Edward the Third firfl ufed it, be- 

caufe he was Vicar-General of the Empire, 

and it is faid that Henry the Fifth made 

him an imperial crown ; but this King had 

gelden, 183. 170, 173. 

L4 cer- 



^5“ An Historical Account 

Ken. VI. certainly the beft pretence to it of any 

Prince in Europe of his time, being crowned 

King both of France and England: but 

why he did not bear it upon his great feal, 

as well as his Coins, is not eafily rcfolved, 

no more than that his fucceffor Ihould bear 

it upon his great feal, and not u]>on his 

Coins. Jf King Flenry had ufed the arched 

prown upon his Money, it is probable he 

would h.ave done the fame upon his feal; 

and his fucceffor, who bore it on his feal, 

would certainly have continued it on the 

Coin : but Edward's bearing it on his feal, 

is no argument that Henry ufed it, for the 

arched crown upon Money did not come 

into ufe till long afterwards, Hetiry the 

Seventh is the firff of our Kings that we 

can be certain ufed it; and the teffoone of 

Francis the Firff % coined in 1516, is the 

firff French- Money we fee it upon. But 

upon this Money attributed to YAngHenry 

the Sixth, there are two forts of Crowns, 

one with a double arch, the other having 

only a fingle arch, as He?iry the Seventh 

pfed it; whence, in all probability, the 

Money having the crowm with one arch 

belongs to him, [Henry the Sixth not aK 

f Le Blanc, p. 264, plate k 

tering 
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tering the Eifhion of the crown) an^ thus Hen. VL 

we fee him full faced and crowned upon ' ' 

his firft gold Money. As to thofe that have 

the crown with the double crofs, it is un¬ 

certain whether they belong to Henry the 

Sixth cr not, becaufe we have nofuflicient 

proof he bore an arched crown and 

their weight rather determines them to 

Henry the Seventh, who, if draught 

of his great feal be true, bore the double 

arched crown, as well as the fingle; it 

appears fo upon his tomb, and he might 

make the fame alteration upon his Money. 

If this be true, it may be queftioned whe¬ 

ther we have any Money of Henry the 

Sixth’s, the weight, as well as the crown, 

being an argument againft it, unlefs we 

fuppofe them to have been coined in the 

forty ninth year of Henry the Sixth, when 

filver, in Coin, was railed feven Shillings 

and Sixpence in the Pound, as it continued 

till Henry the Eighth. But they are too 

plenty to have been coined during that 

Biort-lived relloration; for as to the in¬ 

denture mentioned by Mr. Lownds, in his 

firft year, it dmuld be ” the firlt of Henry 

the Seventh y which, with feme other mif- 

» S.an4ford. Pat. j H. 7, p. 2. 

takes 
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Hen. VI. takes in that writer, looks as if he*had not 

(as he fays) carefully infpe(fled and examined 

the originals. 

^S.p.iir. The Groat attributed to Henry the Sixth 

^ has the double arched crown, in all other 

refpedts like the preceding Kings; hen- 

RIC. DI. GRA. REX. ANGL. Z. FR. (or 

FRANC.) Thefe have commonly an anchor 

for the mint-mark, and are of London 

mint; but there are others of Calais mint, 

for that was not difcontinued. 

The Half Groat is like the Groat, but 

the title of France generally abbreviated 

to F. Of this fort, is one with agl. for 

Afiglie, CIVITAS. CANTOR, having a tun 

for the mint-mark. Another, civitas 

EBORACi. with a key on each hde the 

King’s head, as being coined in the Arch- 

bilhop’s mint, and a martlet the mint-mark, 

or rather a bird, fince thofe heraldick, 

dillin(5lions are fuppofed not to have come 

into ufe till the next reign. Thefe mint- 

marks being likewife found upon the half¬ 

faced Money Henry the Seventh, affords 

another argument to prove them the Coins 

of that Prince. A very fair Groat with 

the fingle arched crown, has a crofs- 

^rofslet for the mint. 

The 
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The Penny has the arched crown like Hen. 

the larger pieces, but fome with the double, '—“ 
and others with the fingle arch. The 

Halfpennies are ufually of the latter fort. 

In relation to the Irifi Money of this 

reign, we find % a?ino 1447, and the twenty- 

fifth of Henry the Sixth, that the prad:ice 

of clipping having encouraged perfons to 

counterfeit the Coin, it was ordained by 

Parliament, that no Money fo clipped 

Should be received after the firfi: of May 

following, nor the Money called O'Reyleys 

Money, or any other unlawful Money; fo 

that one coiner was ready at the faid day, 

to make the Coin. And ” in 1459, the 

mint was again opened at Dublin and Trim, 

where not only filver, but brafs Money, 

was coined. Of this latter metal feveral 

old pieces have been found, which fhew 

that fome of the ancient Irijh Bifhops had 

the privilege of coining fuch Money. 

King Henry, upon his acceflion to the 

crown of England, becoming heir of 

France, the Duke of Bedford, his uncle, 

and Regent, with the confent of King 

“ St. Hibern. 25 H. 6, cap. 6, Nicholfon’s Irifli 

l^ft. p. 162. 

Charles^ 
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Hen. VI. Charlesy ordered * Money to be made with 
'-L- /I 

his Itamp and arms. And Charles dying 

the twenty-firft of Odlober 1422, Henry 

was proclaimed King ot France the twelfth 

of November following. During the hrfl 

thirteen years of his reign, whilll: Paris 

was in the hands of the Englijhy he coined 

a great deal of Money, of gold, filver, and 

billon. The Crowns that were ftamped 

in the time of Charlesy and all other Money, 

was forbidden to be current, and called to 

the mint, that had not the arms of France 

and England damped on it; whilft Charles 

the Seventh, in the mean time, was forced 

to debafe his Money, a thing' that King 

Henry the Sixth did not all -the time he 

was mafter of Paris. 

His Coins of gold were Saluts, Ange- 

lots, Franks, and Nobles. The Salut was 

^S.P.III. fo called from iho. Salutation reprefented 

thereon ; the Virgin Mary holding a (hield 

with tlie arms' of Francey and the Angel, 

another with the arms of France and 

England quarterly, and in a fcrole, ave. 

circumfcribed, henricvs. di. gra. 

FRANCORV. Z. ANGLIE, REX. Revetfe, 

* Le Blanc, p. 242. >> Annals, Stow, p. 363, = Le 

Blan; p. 244. Ibid, 

within 
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within a compartment, or rofe of ten parts Hen. vi. 

or leaves, jieuri at the points, a crucifix, '— 

between a jieur de Us, and a lion of Rngland, 

with the initial letter h at the foot of the 

crofs. Legend, xPE. vincit. xpe. reg¬ 

nat, xpe. imperat. A lion the mint- 

mark. Another has a crown the mint- 

mark. 

The Angelot has only one angel, holding 

the two fliields of arms, henricvs. 

FRANCORV. ET. ANGLIE. REX. Thc 

reverfe like the Salut, but without the rofe 

encompaffing it, and th'e initial letter. 

The f>ank *, fo called, becaufe it was of 

the value of a Frank or Livre, that is 

twenty Sols, very much refembled that of 

Charles the Fifth, having on one fide the 2S.P.III. 

King’s figure on horfeback, in a fighting 

peflure, with a drawn fword in his hand, 

his helmet crowned, and his armour and 

the trappings of the horfe feme of lions 

andy7eurs de Us, henricvs. d. g. franc. 

z. ANGLIE. REX. Revcrfe, within a rofe, 

or compartment of four leaves, or parts, a 

crofs jiori, with ornaments which feem in¬ 

tended for acorns, like as we fee upon the 

* Le Blanc, P. 6, p. 244. 

Black 



15^ An Hi STORicAL Account 

Hen. VI. 'Black Prince 5 Coin, and the fame at the 

points and interftices of the rofe. 

In January 1426, an ordinance was made 

in France, for coining of Nobles, Half 

Nobles, and Quarter Nobles, which (by 

the draught in Le Blanc') appears to bo 

nothing dilferent from the Fnglifi Noble, 

if that be not one of Henry the Fifth. 

2S.Pl.11. The Billon Groat*, has on one hde the 

two ihields of arms, like the Salut, and 

above the fhields his namej hericvs. 

Circumfcribed, francorvm. et an- 

GLIE. REX. Reverfe, the cvo(s,Jieur delis, 

and lion, as the Angelot, and under it, 

HERICVS. Legend, sit. nomen* domini. 

benedictv. 

cS.p.iIi. Another has xhxtt fleurs de Us tinder a 
N°22 

crown, fupported by two lions, and re¬ 

verfe a crofs fleuriy with the initial letter 

H. in the centre, which exadlly anfwers 

the defcription of one of Henry the Fifth’s 

Groats. 

Petit Blanks, of two forts, one with the 

two fhields of arms, henricvs. rex* 

Reverfe, the crofs between h. r. sit. no- 

Men, &c. Theother with the like fhields 

under a crown, henricvs. rex. Reverfe, 

® Le Blanc, 244. 

the 
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the crucifix between the feur de Hs and Hen. vr. 

lion, FRANCORVM. ET. ANGLIE. —--* 

The Double of Paris, or Double Denier, zS.p.iir. 

MERi. with a crown above, 2in6. Jieur^° 

de Its and lion underneath, fran.z.agl. 

REX. -Reverfe, the crofs^^’wr/, civis. pa- 

RISIVS. 

The Denier, heri. under a crown 5 

circumfcribed, francorv. et. angl. 

REX. The reverfe like-the Double, but 

has a circle about the crofs. 

The Denier Pournois, has a fleur delis and 

a lion under it, or in pale; h. rex, 

FRANCIE. ET. ANGL. Reverfc, a plain 

crofs, and an annulet in the centre; tv— 

RONIS. CIVIS. 

The Halfpenny has the fleur de Us and 

lioninfefs; h. franc, et. angl. rex. 

Reverfe, a crofs, obolvs. civis. 

Befides thefe“, he coined Money of gold, 

filver, and billon, or black IVIoney, at 

Pourdeaux, and Pajottne, in A(^uttatne, of 

the lame ftamp, allay, and weight, as had ^ 

been coined in the time of Edward the 

Third, Richard the Second, Henry tho 

Fourth, and Henry the Fifth. And Mr. 

• Rymer, A.z. lo and ii H.6, tom. lo, p. 313, 498, 

5-32^ 544* 

‘Thorefly 
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Hen VI. Thorejby* mentions a piece of bafe Money, 

the legend imperfedf, having upon the re- 

verfe two lions palTant, and as many jicurs 

de lisy interchangeably in the four quarters- 

of the crofs, which is doubtlefs of this 

Aquitaine Money, but of w'hich of the 

Henriesy is uncertain. 

There was alfo a great deal of other 

Money of gold, filver, and billon coined 

in that dutchy by our kings, as may be feen 

in a treatife of the Money of the Dukes of 

Aquitaine: but it has not been my luck 

to meet wdth it. 

EDWARD IV. A. D. 1460. 

Edw. rv. The hrfl ordinance concerning Money 

' ' 'in this reign, was in the third year, enaft- 

ing% that all bullion of gold and filver, 

paid for merchandize at the ftaple, fliould 

be coined at the mint at Calais. It was 

afterwards‘‘made felony to carry Coin or 

plate out of the kingdom without licence, 

and that no one fhould melt Money of gold 

*N°z24. Le Blanc, p. 245. St. 3 E. 4, cap. 1. 

^ St. 17 E. 4, cap. 1. 

or 



OF Englispi ‘Money. i^j 

orlilver, fufficient to run in payment, un- EV. iv 

der forfeiture of the value thereof, and'—^ 

Jrijb Money was forbid to run in payment 

in England or tVales, upon pain of for- 
feiture. 

The Money continued of the fame fland- 

ard and value, as in the tVv^o preceding 

reigns, viz. the pound of gold making 

fixteen Pounds, thirteen Shillings and Four- 

pence in tale, and the lilver thirty Shil¬ 

lings. But in his fourth year % William 

Lord Hajiings, the King’s Chamberlain, 

being made mafter of the mints throughout 

England, Ireland, and toum of Calais, both 

gold and filver was raifed a quarter part. 

Viz. the Noble to eight Shillings and Four- 

pence, and the parts of it in proportion -, 

the pound of gold making in tale twenty 

I ounds fixteen Shillings, and Eightpence, 

and the pound of filver making a hundred 

and twelve Groats and a half, or thirty- 

feven Shillings and Sixpence in tale. 

The next year ^ the pound of gold in 

Com was raifed to twenty-two Pounds, ten 

Shillings, viz. forty-five Nobles, or Rials, 

going for ten Shillings each. Halves and 

* Lownds, p. 40. Stow’s Ann. p. 419. 
nb. 1, p. 8j. fc LoWnds, p. 40. 

M 

Survey Lend, 

Quar-i 
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Edw. IV. Quarters; or Hxty-feven and a half of the 

^ ^ ' pieces imprelTed with Angels, going for fix 

Shillings and Eightpence each : the pound 

of filver to make thirty-feven Shillings and 

Sixpence in Coin, as before by indenture 

with the aforefaid William Lord Hajiings 

Qvhich proportion was obferved by King 

Henry the Sixth, when he coined Money 

upon his refloration, and in his forty-ninth 

year.) And the like indentures “were made 

for coinage with the Lord Hajiings, in the 

eighth, eleventh, and fixteenth years of 

the Fourth, and in his twenty- 

fecond year, with Bartholomew Read mailer 

worker; by which it appears the fame 

proportion and value was continued 

throughout this reign. 

The hrfl: Nobles coined before his £fth 

year, I apprehend, were like thofe of King 

Edward the Third’s, (for Stow tells us 

the new ones were fmitten with a new 

ftamp) and diftinguilhed by the arms of 

France, which in thofe are only three jieiirs 

delis; Vv^hereas in thefe it is feme ; for there 

are draughts of fuch in two'" Dutch ordi¬ 

nances for Coins in 1633, and 1626, in 

* Lownds,p. 41. Annals, p. 418, 149. 'Folio, Ant¬ 

werp, 1633, 4to. Gravenhaghe, 1626. 

both 
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both which the legend is, Edward, dei. Edw. iv. 

GRA. REX. ANGLIE. FRANC. D. llYB. ' —it 

The new Nobles, called Rials, borrowed 

that name no doubt from the Freiich Rial 

or Royal (fo called ^ from the figure of 

the King thereon in his royal robes) and it 

was very proper they fhould obtain the new 

name, when they were no longer a Noble 

in.value. It muft have created great con- 

fulion to have had Nobles in account, and 

Nobles in fpecie, of different values. For 

the fame reafon the new fpecies of Money 

coined at the fame time, called Angels, 

being the value of a Noble, were called** 
Noble-Angels. 

The Rial Nobles are like the old Nobles, 

only a little broader, having a fquare hag 

at the Rern of the fhip, with the initial 

letter e, in the old Englijh charaefier, and 

the addition of a rofe ^ upon the fide of the 

Ihip, different from all the Nobles coined 

before ; from whence they were called 

Roje-Nobiesy or Rofe-Rials. Some of thefe 

are likewife marked with the initial letter 

of the name of the place of coinage, either 

upon the King’s bread:, or under the diip, 

“ *’ Rymer, tom. 12, p. 115. 
® Rymer’s Fcedera, tom. li, p. 115, 20 E. 4. 

M 2 ac 

V 
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Edw. IV. as E for York, or b for Brijiol. edward, 

DI. GRA.REX. ANGL.Z. FRANC. DNS. IB. 

Reverfe, the ufual legend, ihc. avtem. 

TRANSIENS. PER. MEDIVM. ILLORVM. 

hibat. And inflead of the crofs, a fun, 

with a rofe in the centre \ the white rofe 

being the badge of the houfe of York, as the 

red was that of LancaJierj and the fun was 

taken by this King, for his devife, after 

the battle of Mortimers Crofs, when three 

funs are faid to appear before the battle, 

and fuddenly join in one ; which taking 

for a happy omen, and becoming vidlorious, 

he ever after ufed the fun ; afterwards, 

joining thofe two devifes together, he ufed 

them for his badge, or cognizance, as we 

fee it upon this Coin. This makes it the 

more extraordinary, that both Evelyn and 

Selden flaould miilake this Coin for aNoble 

of Edward the Third’s. 

The Angel, which is the firft of that 

fpecies coined in England, is like that of 

Henry the Sixth before defcribed, but 

having a rofe on the fide of the maft inflead 

of the feur de Us. 

- ’ Numifinatai p. 86. Mare Claufum, p. 260. 

The 
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ThtEngliJIj Money, both gold and filver, Edw. iv. 

have the old open crown, like Henry the 

Fifth, though upon his great feal he wears 

the double-arched, or Imperial crown. 

His Groats, which are generally clipped 

to the letters, are known from thofe of 

Edward the Third, by the old EngliJlD 

charad:ers, the n appearing almoft like an 

R, and likewife by the weight, being a third 

part lighter; edward. di. gra. rex. 

ANGL. z. franc. The title of Ireia?2d 

being omitted upon his Englifi filver 

money, as that of England is upon his 

Irijh. Reverfe, civitas. London, with 

the ufual legend of posvi, 6cc. a crofs- 

crofslet the mint-mark. 

Another has four pellets on each fide 

the head, defigned, no doubt, for a rofe, 

which this King was fo fond of, and a rofe 

the mint-mark. Another has a flower for 

the mint-mark, conflfling of many fmall 

leaves reiembling a marygold; others a 

figure like a horfe-flioe, a crown, &c. 

One without the pellets, has an annulet 

the mint-mark. A Groat of York mint i S.P.iir. 

with the pellets, CIVITAS. eboraci. and^°'^^‘ 

upon the King’s bread the letter e, figni- 

fying the fame ; a marygold, or Jiciir de Its 

M 3 the 
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IV. the mint-mark. Thofe of Canterbury mint 
have c upon the King’s brealt. Others 

VILLA. BRISTOLL. Or BRISTOW. haVC B 

on the brealf, and on each fide the King’s 

head a flower of four leaves, of a very dif¬ 

ferent fliape from rofe leaves. There is 

alfo a Groat of coventre, and probably 

of other places. 

The Penny and fmaller Coins want the 

rofe about the King’s head ; edwardvs. 

REX. or REX, angl. Reverfe, the crofs 

and pellets, civitas, London. 

One Penny has a b on the right fide the 

head. Reverfe, civitas. dvl, or dvnel. 

In Ireland^ the Rate of the Coin feems 

to have been very bad the beginning of this 

reign ; for in 1462, the Groat, Half Groat, 

Penny, and other Coins, were fo deftroyed 

by clippers, that the Parliament of Ireland 

ordained % that clipped Money fliould not 

be taken in payment j but after the Purifi¬ 

cation of our Lady then next enfuing, be 

utterly void, and deemed no Coin of the 

King. The fame year mints are faid to 

have been eftablifhed by the deputy, for 

® Stat. Hib. 5 E. 4, cap. 3. *» Ware’s Annals, p. 74, 

in Nich. Irilh Hilt, lib, p, 162, 

Groats, 



OF English Money. ■iGj 

Groats, Twopences, Pence, Halfpence,and Edw. iv. 

Farthings: and in 1467, liberty was given'*” 

by adtof Parliament, for coining of Money 

in the cities of Waterford and Lmerick, 

and in the towns of T^redagh, Galloway^ and ' 

Carlingfordy as well as in Dublin and 

In 1475, in a Parliament at Dublin^ the 

value of filver Money was raifed a third 

part; the firfh difference *, between the 

llandard of the EngliJJj and Irif Money, 

which afterwards was always lefs than the 

.Englijh. By the fame law, the mint was 

fixed at Dubliny Drogheda, and Waterford, 

and prohibited in other places : and in the 

i8th year of King another law 

impowered the mafler of the mint, to coin 

pieces of Threepence and a Penny: upon 

this Money was the impreffion of three 

crowns, reprefenting' the three kingdoms 

of England, France, and Ireland, and all of 

it was a third lefs in value than the Englijh, 

Thefe are the firfl Threepences that we 

meet with, having on one lide a fliield, 

divided by the crofs, and the arms of 

France and England quarterly, rex. an- 

* Thorelby, N° 235. Ware’s Antiquities, cap. 25, In 

Jfifb Hilt. p. 163. c Selden, 133. 

M 4 GLIE, 
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IV. glie.z.francie. Reverfe,the likecrofs, 

I’s.p.in. crowns, coiripolecl of 
^°28, crollcs and Jleurs delisy different from any 

of his prevlccclfors, (as we fee it likewife 

upon the feal of Elizabeth his Queen) 

DOMiNvs. HiBERNiE. Weight, twenty 

grains and a half. 

iS.p.iir. Another, edward. di. gra. dns. 
N 27. 

HYBERN. his head like theGroat, 

a cinqfoil the mint-mark. Reverfe, his 

cognizance of the fun, with a rofe in the 

centre, fills the area, civitas. dvblinie. 

This weighing twenty-two grains, muff be 

likewife a Threepence, 

I'he IriJJ:) Groats have the King’s head 

within a rofe, like the EngliJJd, nothing of 

the old triangle appearing, and generally 

make no mention of edward vs. 

DEI. GRA. DNS. HiBEKNi. Reverfe, CI- 

.VITAS DVBLINIE, with the ufual motto 
of POSVI, 

The like, VILLA.DE.DROGHEDA. 

Another of Waterford^y weight, one 

pennyweight, nine grains : another de, 

TRIM, 

? IriRj Hill, lib, p. 164, 

EDWARD 
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EDWARD V. A, D. 1483. 

TThIS unfortunate young Prince can Edw.v. 

hardly be numbered amongft the Kings of— 

England. He was proclaimed, but not 

crowned. And the Iliort fpace of time he 

furvived his father, was rather the tyranny 

of Richard, than the reign of Edward, 

here was, however, a mailer of the mint 

appointed for form’s fake ^ but it is not 

likely any Money was coined. 

RICHARD III. A. D. 1483, 

TP HOUGH this King reigned but a Rich. iii. 

little more than two years, he coined'——' 

Money both of gold and filver. Prefently 

after his coronation, Robert Brakenbnry, 

Efq. was conitituted ^^naller-worker of the 

Money in the Tower, realm of England, 

and town of Calais, and marches of the 

fame: and by indenture three days after 

the pound of gold was to make forty-five 

Kials at ten Shillings each; with Half 

^ *7 1 R.3, p. 5, m. 3. b zo July, i R. 3. 

Rials 
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Hich. III. Rials and Ferlings; Angels, at fix Shillings 

and Eightpence each; and Angelets making 

by tale twenty-two Pounds ten Shillings, 

and the pound of fterling filver, to make a 

hundred and twelve Groats and a Half; 

Half Groats, Sterlings, Halfpence, and 

Farthings, making in tale thirty-feven 

Shillings and Sixpence, being the fame 

Randard and value as the fifth of Edward 

the Fourth. 

It is fuppofed, that he only coined An¬ 

gels and Half Angels, for no other, I think, 

have yet been difcovered. Thefe Angels 

are like his predecelTor’s, and have a boar’s 

head for the* mint-mark ; the white boar 

being his cognizance. 

iS.P.llI. The filver Money is like that of Richard 

^ the Second, but a third part lighter ; the 

indenture weight of thefe Groats being but 

two pennyweights three grains. All that 

are well preferved, and do not exceed this 

weight, belong to this Richard; but they 

are generally clipped into the letters, and 

therefoi-e a proper allowance mufi; be made, 

both for Ihort weight in the coinage (few 

Groats of any of our Kings coming within 

five or fix Grains of the indenture weight) 

and alfo for the clipping. Some, if not all 

' of 
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of this King’s have the boar’s head for the Rich.nr. 

mint-mark. He ufed the old open crown 

upon his Monejr, and the double-arched 

crown upon his great feal, like Edward the 

Fourth, but the crolTes pate, and Jieurs de 

Its upon the circle. 

In Irelandy in his fird: year, there was 

fome regulation made at Dubliny by an ad 

of Parliament % for breaking of all coun¬ 

terfeit Money, which was confirmed in the 

following reign ; but it does not appear he 

coined any other Money in the dead of it. 

HENRT VII. A.D. 1485* 

In the fird year of King Henry theHen.ViL 

Seventh, is an indenture ”, dated the fourth 

of November, with Sir Giles Dawbeney, 

Knight, and Bartholomew Read, maders 

and workers of his Majedy’s Monies in 

the Tower of London, realm of England, 

town of Calais, and marches of the fame, 

whereby a pound of gold of the old dandard 

was to make forty-five Rials, at ten Shil¬ 

lings each; Half Rials, and Rial Farthings, 

» Ware’s Antiq.ch. 25. Eng. HiR. lib. p. 165. . 
Pat. J H. 7, p. 2, 

Angels, 
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Hen. VII Angels, at fix Shillings and Eightpencc 

each, and Angelets: and the pound of 

filver was to make a hundred and twelve 

Groats and a Half, or a proportionable 

number of Half Groats, Sterlings, Half¬ 

pence, and Farthings. There is another* 

like indenture with ^Joh?! Sbaw and Bar-^ 

tholomew Read^ mafters and workers, bear-, 

ing date the twentieth of November, in his 

eighth year ; and Lownds ^ rntniions ano¬ 

ther in his ninth year with Robert Fenro- 

tber■sesxdiWilliafnRead, mailers and workers, 

all for coining the famefpecies, and of the 

fame goodnefs and value, which continued 

all this reign. But, befides thefe, were 

coined pieces called Sovereigns, and Ha^ 

• Sovereigns, for fuch are mentioned in the 

llatute'in the nineteenth of Henry the 

Seventh, relating to the Coin ; but when 

they were firfl coined, does not appear, for 

they are not mentioned in any indenture’ 

that I have feen of this reign. 

In the fourth of this King, fome regu- 

lution was made in the allaying of gold 

and hlver, which was formerly done by 

fire and water, under a rule and order, by 

a Pat. 8 H. 7, p. 2. ''p.41. * Stat. 19H. 7, c. 5. 

Stat. 4 H. 7, c. 2. 

V the 
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the finers at the King’s mints, and at 

Goldfmiths-Hall only; but at this time, it 

leems, finers had fet up in all parts of the 

realms, who ufed divers allays, fo that no 

fine filver was to be had, as formerly, either 

for Money or plate. It was therefore now 

enaded that no finer fiiould fine gold or 

filver, nor fell to any perfon, but to the 

officers of the mint, changers, and gold- 

fmiths, the filver to be as good as llerling ; 

and that every finer fliould put his mark 

upon it. Alfo * the flatute of the feven- 

teenth of Edward the Fourth againfi; tranf- 

porting Money or plate was revived, and 

the forging '* of foreign Coin, allowed to 

be current in England, was made treafon. 

A law very fuitable to this provident King, 

who is faid' to have left behind him fifty- 

three hundred thoufand Pounds in ready 

Money, mofi; of it in foreign Coin. 

In his nineteenth year, the Coin, but 

chiefly the filver, was fo impaired by clip¬ 

ping and counterfeiting, and bringing in 

of IriJ};) Coin, that it came under the con- 

fideration of Parliament to provide a re¬ 

medy ; and it was enaded", that all manner 

“•St. 4H. 7,cap. 23. bjb. cap. 18. cRot. Clauf. 

An.3H. 8, m Coke’s Inft. P.2,p.575. ^ st. 19H. 7,cap,5. 
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of gold of the Coins of a Sovereign, Half 

Sovereign, Rial, Half Rial, and the fourth 

part of a Rial, the Angel, and Half Angel, 

being gold, and weight, thould be current 

for the fum they were coined for : and in 

like manner, all Groats, £;zg/^'or foreign, 

or Pence of Twopence, except reafonable 

wear, although cracked ; and all Pence of 

fiver, having the print of the King’s Coin, 

except only Pence bearing divers fpurs, or 

the mullet between the bars of the crofs, 

which were to be current for an Halfpenny; 

and if any perfon refufed to take the afore- 

faid Coins according to the terms of the 

adt, he might be compelled, or imprifoned. 

It was alfo ordained, that all manner of 

Groats, ,and Half Groats, or Pence of 

Twopence, as well Englijh as foreign, being 

clipped or other wife impaired, except rea¬ 

fonable wear, fliould not be current, but 

might be brought to the mint to be 

changed, or converted into bullion; (which 

lofs * was nothing in refped: of the uncer¬ 

tainty.) And to prevent clipping for the 

time to come, the King, by the advice of 

Council, had caufed to be made new Coin? 

of Groats, and Pence of Twopence, every 

* Lord Verulam’s Life, Hi 7. 

piece 
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piece whereof was to have a circle about 

the outer part thereof 5 and the gold to be 

coined for the time to come, was to have 

tlie whole fcripture about every piece, 

without lacking any part thereof, to the 

intent that it might be known by the circle 

or fcripture, when they were clipped or 

impaired. And the warden or comptroller 

of the mint was to fee this done, under the 

penalty of forfeiting their office, and being 

fined at the King’s pleafure. With regard 

to Irelandj no bullion, plate, or Coin was 

to be carried thither, above the value of 

fix Shillings and Eightpence, or brought 

from thence above three Shillings and 

Fourpence value. What is here faid of 

a circle and fcripture about the Coin, to 

prevent clipping, was no more than had 

always been, though the circle and a great 

part of the letters were wanting upon moffc 

of the Money then current. It feems there¬ 

fore to have beeen infer ted in the act, to 

afcertain what was lawful Money, that if 

it had not the fcripture and ring entire, it 

might not be current; and that was, in 

effed:, to bring the clipped Money to the 

mint, which probably was done at this 

time; 
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Hen.viL time; for moft of the Money we have of 

this King’s is of this latter coinage, 

tells us% this new Coin appointed 

by Parliament, that is to fay. Groat and 

Half Groat, bore bat half faces; and that 

at the fame time alfo was coined a Groat> 

which was in value Twelvepence. Thefe 

Groats of Twelvepence, or Shillings, had 

likewife the fide face, fo that it feems the 

Money'Coined before his nineteenth year 

bad the full face. But of thofe with the 

full face, whether all with arched crowns 

belong to this Henryy or only thofe with 

. the lingle arch, is uncertain, for the reafons 

that have been before mentioned under 

Henry the Sixth. 

The lilver Money of Henry the Seventh 

with the half face differs therein from all 

his predecelfors, after King Stephen : and 

in this his fucceffors followed his exam¬ 

ple, for we have none afterwards with the 

full face, but the had Money of Henry the 

Eighth, and the good of Edward the Sixth. 

He was the firfl; likewife (except Henry the 

Third) that added the number to his name, 

to diifinguifli his Money from the former 

Henries. He alfo left off the old rofe (as 

it 
* Annals, p. 485. 
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it is called) about the head, and, inftead 

of the pellets and place of mintage on the 

reverfe, he placed the arms, which is the 

firft time we fee it upon the Englijh filler 
Aloney* 

The crown, as it appears upon the 

Money, conhfls of one arch, with little 

crohes thereon laltier-ways, furmounted 

with the orb and crofs. The circle com- 

pofed of crolTes patonce, (the crofs attri^ 

buted to Edward the Co?ifeffor) a larger and 

a fmaller alternately ; for fuch crolTes they 

appear to be upon a hrid examination, 

though at firft fight they look more like 

leaves, and are fometimes all of an equal 

height. The crown on his great feal has 

croiTes pate, ^nd fours de Us, and the like 

IS upon the crown on his tomb, over the 

entrance of the fcreen or inclofure j but in 

another part they appear to be erodes humet, 

^nd fours de Us, with lelTer flowers between; 

and in a third place the like with lefler 

erodes between. As to the arches, Sand^ 

ford" giwQS us his feal with one arch, Speed 

With two, as it is likewife on his tomb. 

The fame difference has been obferved of 

former Kings upon their Coins and great 

• Genealogical Hift. of England. 

leals, 
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Hrn.viT. fea^s, by which it appears, no certain form 

was conftantly obferved. But from this 

time the arched cro wn with erodes pate and 

jleurs de Us alternately, (as upon Henry the 

Seventh’s great feal) has been condantly 

uled with very little variation, either upon 

feals or Coins, except upon the firfl; Money 

of Henry the Eighth. 

The Groat coined before his nineteenth 

year, has his head full faced within the 

rofe, and crowned with the old crown, 

compofed of Jleurs de Usy with rays between, 

^nd one arch furmounted with the orb and 

crofs. HENRIC. DI. GRA. REX. ANGL. Z, 

FR. with the ufual reverfe, civitas. Lon¬ 

don. a crofs croTlet the mint-mark. 

iS.P.lIl. The Groats coined in his nineteenth 

year, and afterwards, have his head in pro¬ 

file, looking to the left, with a crown of 

one arch, the circle adorned'with crofies 

patonce, a larger and a fmaller alternately, 

as before deferibed, henric.vii. D i. gr a. 

REX.AGL.z. FR. Rcverfc, a plain fiiield 

divided by the old crofs, quartering the 

arms of France and Fngland, posvi. dev. 

ADivTORE. MEv. mint-marks, a pheon, 

a crofs crofsl.et, a rofe, 
The 
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The Groats want the title of rt. 

Ojie of Tork mint has the keys under the 

arms, and a martlet the mint mark ; ia 

this the erodes of the crown are all of 
equal heights. 

Tlie Penny has the King’s figure in his 

robes, and crowned, fitting in a chair of 

ftate, and holding in his hands the feeptre 

and orb, henric. di. ora. kex. ang. 

Reverfe, the arms and crois, as upon the 

Groat, and under the fiiield the keys, 

Ihewingit tobeof the Archbifiwp’scoinage’ 

Givitas. eboraci. Thefe Pennies 

Mr. Thorejhy) cannot be of Henry the 

Sixth, becaute of the arms, noe oi Henry 

the Eighth, becaufe too heavy, weighing 

upwards of eleven grains; whereas the 

other fort (with a different epigraphe) of 

Henry the Eighth, are lighter by two or 

three grams: but though the heavieff of 

thefe may probably belong to Henry the 

Seventh,yet they may likewife be his fon’s, 

whofe Money for fome years was the fame 

weight as his father’s. Mr, Tiarefiy was, 

no doubt, led into this miffake by Mr! 

Lownds, mifplacing the indenture of the 

eighteenth, to the firft of Henry the Eighth. 

N 2 The 
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Hen.vil. Thefe kind of Pennies of Durham mint 

^^ * are very common, henric. di. gra. 

REX. A. Reverfe, the arms, and civitas. 

pvRHAM. with the letters R. n. or c. d. 

on each fide the arms, which mufl be for 

the minter, for they do not anfwer to the 

name of any Bifliop of this fee. 

The Shilling, which before was a name 

of weight, was firft made a Coin by this 

Klng% anno 1504, in the nineteenth year 

of his reign. StowcaXh them Groats, 

which were in value Twelvepence, I fup- 

pofe^ for no other reafon, but becaufe they 

were the greateftCoin then made, as pieces 

of Fourpence were for the fame reafon 

called Groats. But Fabian, who lived at 

the time, calls them Shillings, from their 

value, which name they have ever lince 

retained, except only in the beginning of 

B-enry the Eighth, they are fometimes 

called Fejioons. Of thefe, as Stow informs 

us, there were but few coined, after the rate 

of Fortypence the ounce ^ fo it feems they 

were only fpecimens, or defigns, for fuch 

a fpecies of Money, which makes them 

very great rarities. They are of two forts, 

« Camden’s Remains. Annals, p. 485. Survey Lend. 

£.I, p. 83. 
both 
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both like the Groat, and neatly ftamped, Hen.vir; 

but they have different epigraphs; one'— 

HENRIC. DI. GRA. thc Other, HENRIC. 

sEPTiM. DI. GRA. A few years after, the 

Frenc/j ^ coined anew fpecies of Money 

like this, and perhaps in imitation of it, but 

called It a Fejloon.ixom whence, no doubt, 

Hc?iry the Eighth took the name. 

King Henry is alfo faid' to have flamped 

a fmall Coin called Dandy-Prats, but what 

fort of Money this was, we are not in¬ 
formed. 

This King is the hrfl that coined pieces 

called Sovereigns, or, as fome call them, ‘ 

DouHe Rofe Nobles, or Rofe Rials, fron^ 

their value. T hey had their name, no 

doubt, from the figure of the Sovereign 

thereon upon his throne in flate; but when, 

and for what purpofe they were coined, 

does not appear; but they were coined 

before his nineteenth year, becaufe the 

flatute for Money of the nineteenth of 

Henry the Seventh, mentions gold of the 

Coins of Sovereign and Half Sovereign. 

As they are exceedingly fcarce, and not 

mentioned in any indentures of this reign 

that I have feen, nor the hrft indenture of 

* Le Blanc, p. 11. t Camden’s Remains, ch. Money. 

^ 3 his 
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ep.VIl. his fon, and were too valuable to be of ufc 

*^at that time for current Money, it is pro¬ 

bable they were flruck, upon extraor¬ 

dinary occafions, only in the nature of 

rnedals, and perhaps were firfl; coined in 

honour of the King’s coronation, as his 

figure thereon, in the attitude of that fo- 

lemnity, feems to intimate, We arc told* 

fuch were didributed at the coronation of 

Queen Mary^ and Severeings were coined 

in every reign afterwards to King James 

the Fiift inclufive. 

*S P.iii, Thefe Sovereig7is have the King’s figure 

^ in his royal robes, the crown on his head, 

‘feeptre in his right hand, and orb in his 

left, fitting upon his throne, under a canopy 

of Gothick work, the back of the throne 

jict-work, and feme de Us^ The epigraphe 

in old Englijh charaders, henricvs, dei, 

GRA.RPX.ANGL.ET. FRAN, DNS.HIBN. 

^This is the firft time we meet with the orb 

and crofs in the King’s hand upon the 

Coin, though it had been ufed ** upon other 

.occafions by almoft all our Kings from 

the Confejfor, the feeptre being 

likewife furmounted with the crofs pa- 

^tonce, Of St, Edward’% crofsj, of which 

• P? ^ SgWen’sTk. fionour, p. 183. 

crofi^ 
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cro/Tes the crown is likewife compofcd. He 

different from all his predecefibrs. Reverfe, ^ 

a large, full-blown, or double rofe, in re- 

fpedl of the union of the two houfes of 

and Lancajler, as we fee upon his 

ftaiely monument in his chapel at Weji^ 

minjier. In the centre of the rofe, a plain 

efcutcheon of the arms of Fratice and 

Englandy quarterly, ihesvs. avtem. 

TRANS IE NS. PER. MEDIVM. ILLORVM. 

IBAT. The mint-mark a dragon, which 

was one of his fupporters. This agrees 

exadtly with the draught in Speedy which 

he has mifplaced to Henry the Sixth, who 

did not coin any fuch pieces. 

A quadruple Noble, or. Double Sove¬ 

reign, has exadly the fame damp. 

. There is another Sovereign with a port¬ 

cullis at the King’s feet, which fome have 

therefore attributed to this Henry. It is 

true, that Henry the Seventh alTumed this 

badge of the portcullis, in refpedt ofhismoi 

ther's defeent “ from the Beaujorts; that as 

the portcullus was an additional fecurity to 

the gate, fo his defeent from his mother 

ftrengthened his other titles ^ from which 

devife he alfo inftituted the Furjuivant at 

* Sandford, p. ^63. Notes. 

N 4 Arms, 
.\ 
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called Portcullis. But as Henry the 

Eighth likewile ulcd the bad^e of the 

portcullis, and fome of thefe Sovereigns^ by 

'their weight, are undoubtedly his, it is 

not improbable but they may all he fo. 

.Thefcatute of the nineteenth of Heiiry 

the Seventn likewife mentions Half Sove¬ 

reigns, which niuft be the exadt value of 

the Rial, and therefore, as no fuch pieces 

(I think) have yet been difeovered, it is 

probable there never were any coined. 

The Rials were like the former Henry 

The Angel has St. Michael killing the 

dragon, like the Angel of Henry the Sixth, 

but a better dye, henric. di. gra. rex. 

AGLi. z. FRA. Reverfe, like the former 

. Henryy but inftead of the Jieur de lisy has a 

rofe like Edward the Tourth’s, per, 

CRVCE. TV A. SALVA. NOS. XPB. RED. 

One of thefe Angels I have feen ftamped 

with the arms of Zealandy (done in Queen 

Elizabeth s reign) to make it current in that 
province. 

2S.P III. Befides the Englijh gold Coins, there is 

^ a curious piece Rruck by this King in 

Franccy in the year 1492, and the eighth of 

his reign, when pretending to aflert his 

title to that kingdorp, he laid fiege to 
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Bidloigne. This has the King’s figure, 

handing in a fiiip, like the Englifi Rial or 

Noble, the fide of the fhip being charged 

with rofes, and the King crowned with a 

double-arched crown jieuri; at the head of 

the Ihip a banner, infcribed with the ini¬ 

tial letter of his name, and at the hern ano¬ 

ther banner of the dragon, the ancient 

Britijh handard, which, as defcended from 

Cadwalladar^ he mfed ’ at Bofworth, and 

after the victory offered up at St. Paurs. 

This red dragon he likewife uled for one 

of his fupporters, and commemorated by 

the inhitution of Rougedragonj Purfuivant 

at Arms. Epigraphe, menric. di. gra. 

REX. AN G,. z.FRANC. DNS. I BAR. Reverfe, 

the double full-blown rofe, like the Sove^ 

reign, .and the fame legend, but with the 

fingle arms France in the centre. 

This piece, from the hamp of the Rial 

on one fide, and rofe on the other, may 

not improperly be called a Rofe-Rial, and 

by the value might either be a Rial, or a 

Half Sovereign. It is certainly now a great 

curiofity, but was formerly more common, 

for I find draughts of it in two Dutch 

“ Sandford, p. 4.64. Notes, ^ Fo. Antwerp, 1633, 4to. 

Gravenhague, i6z6. 
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Heti.vii. placarts for Coins, in 1626, and 1633, as 
a fpecies of Money then current. 

In the third plate of Coins publifhed by 

the fociety of Antiquaries of London^ there 

is Hkewife an extraordinary filver Coin, 

fuppofed to be ftruck in Flanders, by order 

of the Dutchefs of Burgundy^ for the ufe 

of Perkin War beck ; having within a rofe 

of four leaves, a jienr de lis, and lion of 

England under a crown ; and at bottom a 

rofe, MAN I. TECHEL. PHARES. 1498, 

alluding * to the hand-writing upon the 

wall at Beljloazzars impious feaft. Reverfe, 

the arms of France and England quarterly, 

under an arched crown Jieuri, and on .the 

hdes of the diield, a Jleur de Us, and rofe 

crowned, all within a rofe, domine. sa- 

LVVM. F AC. REGEM. [Pjalm XX. V. g,) 

It does not appear that Henry the Se¬ 

venth coined any Money in Ireland. 

* Daniel, ch. 5, v. 25. 

r-'- 
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HENRr VIII. A. D. 1509. 

Th E flate of this King’s Money was H. viii, 

like his mind and humour, very changeable 

and uncertain. In the beginning of his 

reign he imitated his father in his Coin, 

but afterwards both gold and filver were 

debafed ; He/iry the Eighth, firft of all the 

Kings of England^, mixing the Money 

witli brafs, to the difhonour of the king¬ 

dom, and the damage of his fucceffors and 

people, leaving thereby a notable example 

of riot and prodigality, conlidering that his 

father left him more wealth than any other 

England ever left to his fuccelTor. 

In his firfl year is an indenturewith 

William Lord Montjoy, mafter of the King’s 

mints in England and Calais^ for coining 

Money of the fame goodnefs and value as 

his father’s, viz. Rials, at ten Shillings 

each, forty-five to the pound; Half Rials 

and Quarter Rials, Angels, fixty-feven and 

half to the pound, at fix Shillings and 

Eightpence each, and Angelets j and of 

* Camden’s Eliz. fol. Lond. 1688, p. 49. 

* giauf. I H. 8, N'’20. 

filvcr 
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H. Vill. filver Groats, a hundred and twelve and a 
Y—1 

half to the pound. Half Groats, Pence, 
Halfpence, and Farthings. The gold of 
the old ftandard twenty-three carrats, three 

.. grains and a half fine, and half a grain allay, 

and the filver of eleven ounces two penny¬ 

weights fine, and eighteen pennyweights 
allay, which is called the old right ftandard 
of the fterling of England. 

In h is fifteenth year it was enadled % 
that of every hundred Pounds worth of 
gold coined at any mints within the realm 
of Englandy (except Torky Diirefmy and 
Canterbury^ twenty Pounds thereof fliould 
be in Half Angels, commonly called 

pieces of gold of Forty-pence, and every 
hundred Pounds worth of filver fliould be 
coined half into Groats, twenty Pounds 
in Half Groats, called Pence of Twopence, 

ten Marks in Halfpence, and five Marks 
in Farthings : and all perfons bringing 
bullion to the mint to be coined, under 
the value aforefaid, were to receive the 
tenth part in Halfpence and Farthings. 
And, becaufe Halfpence and Farthings had 
fo near a refemblance to each other, being 
ilruck with one Coin, that the common 

people 

» Stat. 14 and 15 H. 8, cap. 12. 
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people often miftouk the one for the other, 

all Farthings afterwards made within the 

realm, were to have on one lide the print 

of the portcullis, and on the other fide the 

rofe with a crofs. Of this lafl fort 1 have 

never feeii any; but the former Halfpence 

and Farthings ftruck with one Coin, I ap¬ 

prehend, had the King’s head full faced, 

and crowned, h. d. g. rosa. sie. spi. 

Reverfe, civitas. London, for fuch are 

extant, and by their weight belong to this 

Prince. 

In his eighteenth year there was a great 

fcarcity of Money, and the caufes being 

enquired into, it was found to be owing 

to the tranfportation that had been made 

into the Low Countries, and the only re¬ 

medy found, was to raife the Money at 

home, to the fame price it paded abroad. 

Hitherto we are told " the Angel-Noble 

was the dxth part of an ounce, in value fix 

Shillings and Eightpence, which in diver 

was two ounces. Thus the proportion of 

diver to gold was twelve to one. Again, 

(fays our author) an ounce of diver (or 

Half Angel) paded for three Shillings and 

Fourpence ; fo tw’elve ounces, or a pound, 

* Herbert’s Life of H. 8. Stow, p. 527. Annals. 
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H. Vll^ was juft forty Shillings, but the fixth of 

Sepiembery by proclamation, the value of 

both being raifed one tenth part, the Angel 

was feven Shillings and Fourpence, which 

was the value it then pafted at in the Low 

Countries-y the Royal eleven Shillings, and 

the Crown, (meaning * the old French 

Crown) at four Shillings and Fourpence ; 

and confequently the ounce of gold was 

forty-four Shillings, and the ounce of 

fil ver three Shillings and Eightpence, the 

proportion being (utfupra) twelve to one. 

The benefit of this foon appeared, that the 

fifth' of Novejnber following, there was 

another proclamation, raifing the Money 

one forty-fourth part i fo that the Angel 

was feven Shillings and Sixpence, the 

ounce of gold forty-five Shillings, and the 

ounce of Silver three Shillings and Nine- 

pence ; and by this means much of our 

gold was brought back again. 

By this it appears, that the gold Money 

had been lelTened in weight long before 

his eighteenth year, in the following pro¬ 

portion, viz. the Angel from fixty-feveii 

and a half to the pound, making twenty- 

two Pounds ten Shillings in tale,andweigh- 

* Stow, p. 91Z. 

ing 
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ing each three pennyweights, thirteen 

grains, one fourth, to three pennyweights, 

eight grains, making feventy-two to the 

pound, and in tale twenty-four pound. 

By the lird; proclamation in September, the 

pound was raided to twenty-fix Pounds eight 

Shillings, and by the lafi: proclamation to 

twenty-feven Pounds. So, in like manner, 

the pound of filver, which in the beginning 

of his reign made thirty-feven Shillings and 

and Sixpence in tale, viz. a hundred and 

twelve Groats and a half, each weighing 

two pennyweights three grains, had been 

raided to forty Shillings in tale, or a hun¬ 

dred and twenty Groats, weighing two 

pennyweights each ; and by the two pro¬ 

clamations raided to forty-five Shillings in 

tale, or a hundred and thirty-five Groats to 

the pound, and condequently reduced in 

weight to one pennyweight, eighteen grains 

and a half. And according to this propor¬ 

tion, both of gold and filver, there was an 

indenture’with Ralph Rowlet and Martin 

mailers and workers, which Mr. 

Lownds has mifplaced to the firfi: of Henry 

the Eighth. By this indenture the pound 

fif gold was to make twenty-feven Pounds 

• Lownds, p. 41. 

19? 
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in tale, viz. Sovereigns, twenty-four to 

the pound, at twenty-two Shillings and 

Sixpence a-piece, or forty-eight Rials, at 

eleven Shillings and Threepence each, or 

feventy-two Angels, at feven Shillings and 

Sixpence, or eighty-one George Nobles at 

fix Shillings and Eightpence, or a hundred 

and forty-four Half Angels at three Shil¬ 

lings and Ninepence, or a hundred and 

fixty-two Forty-penny Pieces, at three 

Shillings and Fourpence. And a pound 

weight of gold, of the finenefs of twenty- 

two carrats only, was to be coined into a 

hundred Crowns and a half of the double 

rofe, or two hundred and one Half Crowns, 

making by tale twenty-five Pounds, two 

Shillings and Sixpence. And apound weight 

of filver of the old fierling, was to make 

one hundred and thirty-five Groats, or two 

hundred and feventy Plalf Groats, or five 

hundred and forty Sterlings, (/. e. Pence) 

or a proportionable number of Halfpence 

and Farthings, the pound of filver making 

forty-five Pounds by tale: and there is the 

like indenture “ in his twenty-fifth year. 

This was the firfi; coinage'’of George 

Nobles and Crowns of the rofe, and the 

* 25 H. 8, p. I. Clauf. m. 38. . Stow, p. 912. 

alter- 
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firft alteration in the flandard of the gold H 

Money, which had hitherto been all of^ 

the old flandard of twenty-three carrats 

three grains, and a half fine, and half a 
grain allay* 

In his twenty^fecond year, an author 

tells us Cardinal Wolfey had a commif- 

fion granted to him for the alteration of 

the Coin, which brought in great confufion 

among the values of Money ^ and, toge¬ 

ther With the exceffive quantities of gold 

and fiver, about that time brought into 

Chriftendom from the Wepindies, was the 

occafion that the flatute of labourers and 

fervants was no further obferved j the 

prices of all things being enhanced, they 

could not live upon their ftatute wages i 

but this leems to be a miftake throughout, 

for the Cardinal was impeached in the 

twenty-firll of Henry the Eighth, and there 

was no alteration in the Money from his 

eighteenth till his thirty-fourth year. 

In the thirty-fourth year of Henry the 

Eighth, the mailers and workers (as in 

the-former) by indenturecontracted to 

coin gold of twenty-three carrats fine, and 

one allay, into Sovereigns at twenty Shil- 

» V'aughan of Coining, p. uj. ^x^ownds, p. 22, 43. 

^ lings,’ 
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lings, Half Sovereigns at ten Shillings, 

Angels at eight Shillings, Angelets at four 

Shillings, and Quarter Angels at two Shil- 

lingseach, (which was the firft debafement 

of thefe fpecies) making twenty-eight 

Pounds in tale. And the dandard of the 

filver was now fird debafed, from the an¬ 

cient dandard or derling of -Eng/andy to 

only ten ounces fine, and two ounces allay, 

making forty-eight Shillings in tale, to be 

coined into Tejioons, going forTwelvepence 

a piece. Groats, Half-Groats, Pence, 

Halfpence, and Farthings. 

And by proclamation®, the fixteenth of 

Majy 1544, and the thirty-fixth of his 

reign, gold was raifed to Jbrty-eight Shil¬ 

lings, and filver to four Shillings the ounce. 

The fame year, by indenturewith Sir 

Martin Bowesy and others, a pound of gold 

of the finenefs of twenty-two carrats, 

which, in his eighteenth year made twenty- 

five Pounds, two Shillings, and’ Sixpence 

in Coin, was now to make thirty Pounds 

by tale, in Sovereigns at twenty Shillings, 

Half Sovereigns, Crowns at five Shillings 

each, and Half Crowns; fo that the King 

* Stow’s Annals,P..587. ^ Lownds, p.43. 

had 
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had two carrats of fine gold for coinage, h 

which yielded him fifty Shillings. tIic "" 
pound of filver, as before, tO'make forty- 

eight Shillings in tale, though but half 

fine and half allay; and the next year it 

wasfi.ill worfe% the gold being only twenty 

carrats fine, and the filver but four ounces 

fine, and eight ounces allay, whereby the 

pound of pure gold was raifed to thirty- 

fix Pounds, and the pound of fine filver to 

feven Pounds four Shillings. This bafe 

Money, for the time, caufed the old fter- 

ling Money to be hoarded up, fo that I have 

feen (fays twenty-one Shillings 
given for an old Angel, to gild withal 

Alfo rent of lands and tenements, with 

prices of victuals, were raifed' far beyond 

the foinier rates, hardly fince to be brought 
down. 

The gold Coins of Henry the Eighth, 

as we have obferved, were Sovereigns, Half 

Sovereigns, Rials, Half and Quarter Rials, 

Angels, Angelets, and Quarter Angels, 

G^’i^rgd'Nobles,Forty-penny Pieces,Crowns 
of the double rofe, and Half Crowns. 

His firR Sovereigns are of the fame 

* Lownds, p. 44. 
Strype, p, 84. 

^ Stovv’s Survey of London by 

O z good- 
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goodnefs and value as his father’s, but 
have a different ftamp, and arc confiderably 
broader; the inner circle is ingrailed, the 
points terminating in croffes or flowers 
de Us: it has no canopy over the king, who 
is fitting in an armed chair* each arm fur- 
mounted with a crofs patonce, as upon the 
fcepter in his hand, and at his feet his 

badge of the portcullis. As thefe agree 
in weight, and no number is added to the 
name to difliinguifli the father and the fon 
from each other, and the portcullis was a 
badge common to both, fome think they 

may belong to Henry the Seventh. But as 
he coined Sovereigns without the portcul¬ 

lis, and we are not certain he ever ufed 
that badge upon his Money, as his fon did, 
and may be feen likewife * upon two famous 
medals of his, it feems more probable they 
were the fon’s than the father’s. Befldes 
the weight of fome of thefe, which, though 

very fair, hardly reach ten pennyweights, 
demonftrate that thofe, at lead:, are the 
fon’s, and is a ftrong prefumption that the 
others, which they exadly refemble, are 
fo too. The reverfe of thefe are like his 
father’s. There were no Half Sovereigns 

of this fort. 

» See Evelyn’s Numlfmata, p.Sy, 88. 
Th« 
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The Sovereign after his thirty-third 
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year, H. viir. 

when he ftiled himfelf King oi Ireland, as 
it is lefs in weight, fo it is in fize, but ex¬ 

hibits the King’s figure fitting in the fame 

manner, only the chair has two angels 
upon the arms inftead of croifes. His 

crown IS likewife compofed of crofles and 

jleurs de Us, and the feepter in his hand 

fleurt, which continued in ufe till the re- 

ftoration, though it is otherwife upon his 

great feal. Thefe have likewife, inftead 

of the portcullis at his feet, the double 

rofe, the epigraphe in old Englijh cha- 

raaers, -henric. 8. di. gra. agi. 

FRANCIE. Z. HIBERN. REX. Rcverfc, 

the arms of Fra?ice and England quarterly, 

in a Hiield crowned, fupported on the 

dexter-fide by a lion, crowned with an open 

crown, and on the finiiter by a dragon, 

(whereas, in the former part of his reign, 

he bore the dragon on the right, and I 

greyhound on the left, like his father) 

which fupporters were continued by his 

three children that fucceeded him, except 

after Queen Marf^ marriage % fhe ufed an 

eagle on the right, and a lion rampant 

guardant on the left lide. Upon a pedeftal 

* Sandford 

under 
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H. VIII. under the fliield is his monogram, and cir- 

* cumTcribed with the uiual legend, of fHS. 

AVTEM, 6cc. an s. the mint-mark: 

Another has a w for the mint-mark. The 
Half has the title of Ireland abbreviated 

to KIB. 

Another fort has a chair of a different 

Yafliion, with larger angels upon the arms. 
The fupporters on the reverfe being pro¬ 

perly Handing, whereas in the former they 
are rather fitting; and they have the in- 
fcription in Roman minufcules, and i. the 

mint-mark. 
I have never feen any of his Rials, but 

probably they are fo like his father’s, as 

not to be known from them. 
The Angel is like his father’s, henri- 

CVS. VIII. DEI. GRA. REX. ANGL. ET. 

FRA. Reverie, the lliip and arms, &c. 
PER. CRVCE. TVA. SALVA. NOS*. XPE. 

REDETO. an inefcocheon with St. George s 

• ' crofs the mint-rnark. This, in fome of 
the Dutcl? ?\2iC2iVtSy is called the Old An^ 

gelot. 
Another, henric.8. d.g.agl. fra. 

z. HIB. REX. This laff has an annulet on 

the fide of the fliip, commonly called a 

gun-hole. 
The 
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TJie Angelet, or Half Angel, commonly h. VIII. 

called ' from its value the piece of Forty- ’—•—' 

pence, is like the Angel, henric. viii. 

Di. GRA. REX. AGL. Reverfe, the fliip, 

&c. CRvx. AVE. sPEs. VNicA. a portcullis 

crowned the mint-mark. But by the 

indenture in his eighteenth year, when 

the Angel was raifed tofeven Shillings and 

Sixpence, and the Half Angel to three 

Shillings and Nincpence, there is, befides 

thele, mention *’ of Fortypenny Pieces, a 

hundred and fixty-two to the pound, which 
was juft half the weight and value of the 

George Nobles ; and therefore it is moft 

likely they had the fame ftamp; but whe¬ 

ther they bore the impreftion of the George 

Noble, or the Angel, I do not know. 

The Quarter Angel, henric. viii. di. 

GRA. REX. AGL.- Reverfe, francie.et. 

HiBERNiE. REX. zjleur de Its the mint- 
mark. 

1 he George Noble has the ftiip like the zS.P.lll. 

Noble Angel, with a crofs for the maft, 

and the initial letters h. and r. on the 

fides of the maft • and in the place of the 

ftiield of arms, a large rofe, henric. di. 

GR. AGL. 2. FRANC. DNS. HIBERNI. 

® St. 14 and 15 H. 8, c. 12. Lownds, p.4i. Indent. 

o 4 Or, 



200 An Historical Account 

H. \ I1L Or, HENRICVS.DI.GR.ANG.Z.FRA.DNS, 

HIRER. Reverie, St. George with his fpear 
killing the dragon, TALI dicata.signo, 

MENS, flvctvare. neqvit. a rofe the 
mint-mark. 

Another fort has St. George trampling 
on the dragon, with a drawn fword in his 
hand, and the diip has three crolfes or 

mahs, but wants the initial letters; jien- 
RICVS. D. G. R.ANG. Z. FRANC. DNS. HI. 

and a rofe the mint-mark. 
The crowns of the double rofe, have on 

one fide a double rofe, crowned with a 

crown, compofed of crolfes patonce, which 

upon the lilver Money, is only found in 
thofe of the fird; coinage. On the lides 
of the rofe, the letters h. R. crowned, 

iS.P.IV. HENRIC. VIII. RVTILANS. ROSA. SIE. 

^ SPINA. Reverfe, the arms under a like 
crown, between the letters as before, dei. 

GRA. AGUE. Z. FRA. DNS. HIBERNIE, 

a pheon the mint-mark. 
Another, henric. 8. rvtilans. rosa. 

SINE, sPI. and h. r, as before. Reverfe, 
DI. GRA. AGLI. franc. Z. HIB, REX. 

An annulet the mint-mark. 
Others, inftead of h. r. have h. k. for 

Jlenry and Katharin^^ a rofe or cinqfoil 
the 
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the mint-mark : or h. i. for Henry and H.viir. 
yane. Another has the crown compofed' 

of erodes, and Jleurs de lis, and the legend in 

Roman characters. 

The Half Crowns have the initial letters 

without crowns above them. h. d. g. 

RVTILANS. ROSA. SINE. spi. Reverfe, 

RVTiLANS, ROSA. SINE. spi. One has 

H. K. the rofe crowned, and the legend, 

RVTILANS, &c. and upon the reverfe the 

arms crowned, between h. k. henric. 8. 

DEI. GRA. rex. ANGL. Z. FRA. 

There is likewife a crown, having on 2S.P.11L 
^ N° 28. 

one fide the arms crowned, henric. 8. 

DEI. GRA. REX. ANGL. Z. FRAC. and On 

the other fide a crofs JJeuri, with a large 

rofe in the centre; and in the quarters al¬ 

ternately the initial letters of his name 

crowned, and a lion of England, henric. 

VIII. RVTILANS. ROSA. SINE. SPIN. 

a lion paffant guardant the mint-mark. 

The firfl Groats of Henry the Eighth iS.P.IV. 

have the half face, looking to the left, as ^ 

like his father’s as pofhble, henric. - 

Di. GRA. REX. AGL. z. FRA. in Others 

abbreviated to fr. Reverfe, the arms of 

France and England quarterly, divided by 

the old crofs, posvi, dev, adivtore. 

MEY, 



202 An Historical Account 

V. The Half Groats generally want the 
title of France, and have the erodes of the 
crown all of equal height ^ whereas upon 
the Groats they have alternately a larger 
and a fmaller crofs : mint-marks a port¬ 
cullis crowned, a caftle, &c. . 

A Half Groat of the Archbifhop of Can^ 

terbury^ mint, civitas. cantor, and 

the arms betw'een wa. for Archbifhop 
Warhatn; the mint-mark, a Cajiterbury 

crofs, or long crofs pate, fitched in the foot. 
Another with wa. inftead of the place of 
mintage, has the motto, posvi, &c. 

A Groat of Cardinal Woljey'% mint, as 
Archbidiop of York, iienric. viii. d. g. 

REX. AGL. z. FRAC. Reverfe, civitas. 

eboraci. On the fides of the diield of 
arms, t. w. for YhotnasbVolJey, and under¬ 
neath is the Cardinal’s hat. A Half Groat 
of the fame mint, has the hat in like man¬ 
ner, and on each fide, above it, between 

the hat and the bottom of the fliield, is a 
key, being part of the arms of the Arch- 
bifhoprick. It was an article of the Car¬ 
dinal s impeachment. That he prefump- 
tuoudy imprinted the Cardinal’s hat under 

the King’s arms upon his Majefly’s Coins 

of 
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of Groats, made at York, which had never ] 
been done by any fubje(5t before : fo that ^ 

his crime was not for coining Money with 

the Cardinal’s hat thereon; for the fmaller 

Coins, which bore the fame ftamp, are not 

taken notice of j but for coining Groats, 

which had never been done by any fubjedt 

before : but as to fmall Money, it had been 

immemorially coined in theBidiop’s mints 

at Canterbury, York, and Durham. But this 

power dwindled away with the Pope’s au¬ 

thority here, and was difeontinued after 

this reign, Edward Lee, Wolfey^ fucceflotr 

being the laft that ufed this privilege. 

The King had likewife a mint at York, for 

there is a Groat with ci vi tas. eboraci. 

And, after the dilTolutionh he had a mint 

jit Canterbury, where, it is faid, he coined 

Money for the fervice of the French wars. 

The Groat of the next coinage, has the 

King’s buft, with the face in profile, turned 

to the left, the Contrary way from the 

former, and not fo good a dye : the crown 

compofed of croffes pate and Jieurs de Its, 

as it was continued afterwards by him and 

all his fuccefibrs, henric. viii. d.g. r. 

* Somner’s Antiej. Cant. 4to. Lend. 1640, p. 124* 
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H.viii. AGL. z. FRANC.or FRANCE. Reverfe, the 

arms and crofs like the former, and the fame 
legend. 

Mr. T^horejby ‘ mentions, under this reign, 
a Durham Groat, good Money, a little 
broader than the Penny, but two grains 

heavier than the Rridl standard for the 

Groat, having the King’s figure fitting, in 
his robes, as upon the Penny, and the fame 
legend, h. d. g. rosa. sine, spina. 

Reverfe, civitas. dvrham. with cd. 

or B. by the arms, perhaps, (fays he) for 
Chrijiopher Bambridge, Bifhop of Durham, 

1507. But this Bifhop was tranflated to 
Tork before this reign; and as there is a 
Penny of the fame mint, having the letters 
CD. for the mint-mark, and we have no 
infiance of the Bifhop’s coining Groats, 
except JVolfey, it was, no doubt, the letters 
of the min ter, and, by the fize, the Penny 
fiamp. 

The Half Groats have generally the title 
of France abbreviated to fr. Mint-marks, 
"^Jieur de Us, a pheon, a rofe, a cinq foil. See, 

The Half Groat of Canterbury mint, 
civitas. cantor, has the arms between 

»N° 259. 

WA. 
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WA. a crofs Jiory the mint-mark, or 2ijieur 

de Its. Another with WA. has the legend, ^ 

posvi, &c. Another of the fame mint 

with TC. for T’homas Cranmer ArchhKho^i 

a Catherine wheel the mint-mark. 

One of Tork mint, civitas.eboraci. 

and EL. for EdwardLeCy Archbifliop, and 

a Halfpenny the like. 

The Groats of his thirty-fourth and 

thirty-fixth years, have his head almoft 

full faced, and on thefe he has the title of 

King of Irelandy which he was proclaimed * 

the twenty-third oiyanuaryy in his thirty- 

third year, HENRIC.8.D.GRA.ANG.FRA. 

z. HiB. REX. This is bad filver, but a Half 

Groat of the fame kind, civitas, can¬ 

tor. is much worfe metal. 

Of the very bad Money of his thirty-fixth 

and thirty-feventh years, are two forts, one 

having the head almoft full faced, like the 

former ; the other having the head fome- 

thing more inclined to the left, the fame 

epigraph and reverfe as the foregoing. 

Pennies, wdth the epigraphe, h.d.g.i 

ROSA. SINE, spina. A bafe fort lias the^ 

very full face, crowned. Reverfe, the arms 

and crofs, ciVitas. cantor. Another, 

« Stow, p. 583. 

20^ 
H. VJII. 

S.P.IV- 
°34- 

©f 
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worft Money, has the face inclining 
to the left, civiTAS. London. The fine 
Money with this legend has the King’s 
figure fitting in his robes, with crown, 
feeptre, and orb, civitas. cantor. 

Reverfe, the arms and crofs, with tc. a 

large rofe the mint-mark. Another, ci¬ 

vitas. DVRHAM. a crefeent the mint- 
mark. Whether any of thofe with the 
name and titles, aferibed to Henry the 
Seventh, do belong to this King, can only 
be determined by the initial letters of the 
Bifhops, which thofe who have the oppor¬ 
tunity to examine a great number of thefe 
pieces may perhaps be able to afeertain. 

1 S.P.iv, The portcullis Farthings, by the ftatute, 
were to have on the reverfe a rofe, but I 
have never feen or heard of any fuch ; but 
there are Farthings having on one fide the 
portcullis, and on the other the crofs and 
pellets, which probably were coined in 
their Head. 

His Shilling was called Tejioon', from 
the Italian, becaufe it had the King’s head 
upon it, wherein this King feems to have 
imitated-the Frd’;vf/6, who, in 1513, coined 

® Le Blanc, xi. 259, 

pieces. 
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pieces of that denomination ^ but much ii. viir. 

more properly called Shillings, as in his' 
father’s time, from their value, and there¬ 

fore by his name they were ever afterwards 

known. Thefe Shillings, of fine filver, have 
his half face, like his firfi: Groats, and 

ciVITAS. EBoRACi. OH the revcrfe, in- 
fi:ead of posvi, &c. 

Another Shilling, in his thirty-fourth iS.P.iV. 

year, has his buft, with a full face, ' 

crowned; henricvs. 8. dei. gra. agl. 

FRA. ET. HIB. REX. Reveffe, the double 
rofe crowned between HR. crowned, posvi. 
devm. adivtorem. mevm. Thefe were 
afterwards intolerably debafed. 

His ‘Tournay Groat, ftruck there when 
betook that city, anno 1513, exaftly re- 
fembles the Englifi Groat of his find coin- 
age ; HENRIC. DI. GRA. REX. FRANC. Z. 

AGL. Reverfe, the arms and crofs, civi- 
TAS. TORN ACEN. ^ Saxon T. crowncd for 
the mint-mark. 

Another has the arms crowned, henric. zS.P.iir. 

8. DI. GRA. FRANC. Z. ANGLIE. R. 

Reverfe, the old rofe and crofs, with the 
double rofe in the centre, civitas. tor- 

nacensis. 1513. This was the lafl Money 
coined by any of our Kings in France. 

There 
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H. VIII. There is likewife a Crown Piece of filv^r 
this King, which, like the Shilling of 

his father, feems only a defign for fuch a 
Coin, and in the nature of a Medal, upon 
occafion of his taking upon him the title 
of fupreme head of the church} and 
thereby difclaiming the Pope’s authority, 

iS.P.lV. which was afterwards, in 1545, comme- 
^ morated by a noble medallion h the reafoii 

perhaps, why thefe Crown Pieces were 
not made current, and are now fuch great 
rarities. This famous Crown has his demy- 
fuli figure, the face a little inclined to 
the left, crowned, and holding in his 
right hand a drawn fword, refling upon 

, his fhoulder, and in his left the orb with 
the crofs, as ready to defend his dominion 
and faith by the fword; henric. 8. dei^ 

GRACIA. ANGLIE.FRANCI. Z.HIBERN. 

REX. Reverfe, the arms crowned, and 
fupporters like his latter fovereign. an- 

GLICE.Z.HIBERNICE.ECCLESIE.SVPRE- 

MVM CAPVT. the fame title as upon his 
great feal, the King, by authority of par¬ 
liament'’, in 1534, being declared fu¬ 
preme head of the church of lEingland, 

* Evelyn, p. 88. St. 26 H. 8, cap. 1. 

called 
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called Anglicana Ecclefia, By the title of h. viij 

King of Irela7id upon this crown, it appears —' 

Eot to have been coined till after January, 

in his thirty-third year, when he was pro¬ 

claimed King in Ireland. 

In Ireland^ he coined new Groats, Two- 

pences, and Pennies, in his thirty-fecond 

year, which were not to be exported into 

England, under the forfeiture of treble the 

value, with fine and imprifonment. Thefe iS p rv 

have on one fide the King’s arms, divided 

by the old crofs, and crowned with an 

arched crown, confiding of crolTes and 

jleursdehshenric. viii.d. g. r. agl. z. 

Reverfe, a harp crowned between hr. 

crowned; franci, or francie. do- 

minvs. hihernie. 

The next year he afilimed the title of 

King of Ireland, which was proclaimed the 

twenty-third of January 1542,. in his • 

thirty-third year. After which time we 

have Groats like the former, but coarfer 

metal, and with a different epi^raphe* 

HBNRIC. VIII. ni. GRACIA. L^gl^e: 

Reverie, francie. et. hirernie. rex^ 

In his thirty-fixth year was an inden¬ 

ture with Mar/ln Bowes, and others,'for 

* Inlli Hin. Ub. p. 164. Thor. 260. 

P 

*’ Mint-Books, 

makinij 
O 
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making two manner of monies {or IrelaJid, 

eight ounces fine filver, and four ounces 

allay, which was one ounce coarfer than 

the Englijh of the fame year: Sixpences 

Irijh at Fourpence, the pound to contain 

a hundred and forty-four; and Threepences 

at Twopence, two hundred and eighty- 

eight to the pound. One of the Sixpences 

weighed one pennyweight fixteen grains, 

which was the exad: weight of an Englijh 

Groat. Thefe exa(flly refemble his Englijh 

bad Money, having his head crowned, a 

little inclining to the left, henric.S.d.g. 

AGL. FRA. z. HiB. REX. in Eoman cha- 

radters. Reverfe, the arms divided by the 

old crofs, civiTAS. dvblinie. a p. the 

mint-mark. 

Some of thefe have h. i. for Henry and 

'JanCy H. A. for Henry and Anney and h. k, 

for Henry and Katharine, 

EDJVARU 
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EDWARD Vr. A.D. 1546-7. 

The corruptions made in the Money Edw.vi. 

by KingHenry the Eighth, were continued 

by the guardians of King Edwardy to the 

great difhonour of the realm, and injury 

of the people, till this young Prince, with 

an application beyond his years, fet him- 

felf to the remedying this inconvenience, 

which yet was not effeded till towards the 

clofe of his reign. 

His firfl: coinage was like the laft, and 

word: of his father’s, the pound of gold 

making thirty pounds in tale, though but 

twenty carrats fine, by which the King 

had a great profit: and the pound of filver 

making forty-eight Shillings by tale, 

though but one third fine ^ fo that every 

pound of fine filver made feven Pounds 

four Shillings in Money, and the King’s 

profit on every fuch pound was four 

Pounds four Shillings. For this coinage* 

rirk and others were condituted maf- 

ters and workers at the mint at Southwark, 

Sir Marti?! Bowes for the Tower, and Wil~ . 

ham Tilfivorth at Canterbury; and, in the 

*. * Lownds. 

P 2 fecond 
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Edw. VI. fecond year George Gaky under the fame 

covenants for the mint at Tork. As bafe 

Money is mod: liable to be counterfeited, 

there was a great deal at this time, and as If 

it had been a fadiionable vice, we find 

perfons above the vulgar fort concerned in 

this pradtice. Sir WiUiani Sherrington' 

was indieded, and attainted by confefiion of 

high treafon, for counterfeiting of T^ejloons, 

to the value of no lefs than twelve thou- 

fand pounds, and, probably, did not con- 

fefs the whole : and Francis Digby'^,^ 

gentleman, was convidled for counterfeit¬ 

ing Shillings, Groats, Rials, and Crowns. 

In his third year % a pound of gold of 

twenty-two carrats fine, was coined into 
i 

Sovereigns at twenty Shillings each ; Half 

Sovereigns, Crowns at five Shillings each, 

and Half Crowns, making thirty Pounds 

by tale; and a pound of filver, of fix ounces 

fine and fix allay, was coined into feventy- 

two Shillings, to go for twelve Pence 

a-piece by tale, of which the merchant, 

for every pound weight of fine filver, re¬ 

ceived three Pounds four Shillings, and the 

* St. z and 3 E. 6, c. 17. ^ Rymer, tom. 15, p. 292. 

^ Lownds, p. 46, 

King 

j'' 
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King above four Pounds gain, by a Com- 

midion to Sir Edmund Peckham, and others. 

The next year the gold was brought to 

its ancient purity of twenty-three carrats, 

three grains and a half fine, and half a 

grain allay, which was coined into Sove¬ 

reigns at twenty-four Shillings, Half So¬ 

vereigns, Angels at eight Shillings, and 

Half Angels; the pound making by tale 

twenty-eight Pounds fixteen Shillings. 

But the filver grew worfe, for the following 

year Shillings were coined only one fourth 

part fine, feventy-two to the pound; by 

which means, twelve ounces of fine filver 

was exorbitantly raifcd to fourteen Pounds 

eight Shillings. But in July, the fame 

year, the bafe Money, both his own and 

his father’s, was reduced ^ by proclamation 

one fourth part, and the next month to 

one half, viz. the Shilling to Sixpence, the 

Groat to Twopence, the Half Groat to a 

Penny, and the Penny to an Halfpenny; 

which took elfed; immediately after the 
proclamation was made. 

The thirtieth of October 1551, and the 

fifth year of his reign, the gold Money 

was raifed , and, with the following Coins, 

» Stovv’s Annals, 1551, AR. 5, p. 605,606. Mb. 

P 3 made 
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Edw. \T. made current by proclamation, viz. A 

whole Sovereign of fine gold thirty Shil¬ 

lings, another piece of fine gold, called an 

Angel, of ten Shillings, the third piece, 

called an Angelet, of fine gold of five 

Shillings, another piece of crown gold, 

called a Sovereign, of twenty Shillings, the 

Half of ten Shillings, the third piece of 

crown gold of five Shillings, the fourth 

piece of crown gold of two Shillings and 

Sixpence. 

A piece of filver of five Shillings fiier- 

ling, the fecond piece of two Shillings and 

Sixpence flerling, the third piece a 

Shilling, of Twelvepence fterling, the 

fourth piece of Sixpence flerling; of fmal- 

ler Money, a Penny of the double rofe, not 

flerling, but bafe; an Halfpenny of the 

' fingle rofe, the third piece, a Farthing, 

with a portclofe. 

Thefe filver Crowns, though not flridlly 

the firft filver Money of that fpecies, (be- 

caufe a few fuch pieces were coined by his 

father) yet are the firfl that were made 

current Money, and bear date in 1551, as 

Sfow rightly informs us: and thefe are 

likewife the firft Half Crowns of filver, and 

the 
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the hrfl Sixpences we meet with of Englijh 

Money. 

The next year, by indenture *, a pound 

weight of gold, of the old ftandard afore- 

faid, was coined into thirty-fix Pounds by 

tale; and a pound weight of crown gold 

into thirty-three Pounds by tale, in the 

feveral fpecies as before-mentioned ; and a 

pound weight of filver of eleven ounces 

one pennyweight fine, and nineteen penny¬ 

weights allay, was coined into three Pounds 

by tale, viz. in Crowns, Half Crowns, 

Shillings, Sixpences, Threepences, Pence, 

Halfpence, and Farthings. The Three¬ 

pences coined by this indenture were the 

firfl Money of that fpecies coined in 

Englandy for fuch pieces had been coined 

in Ireland under Edward the Fourth. 

Upon the Coinage of this good new 

Money, it feems, the fame was bought up 

with the old bad Money at a premium, and 

hoarded, the natural confequence of per- 

mitting good and bad to be current at the 

fame time: wherefore it was enaded ^ 

that if any perfon, after the firfl; of April 

next following, fhould exchange any 

* Lownds, p. 47. St. 5 and 6 E, 6, cap. 19. 

P 4 coined 
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Edw. VL coined gold, coined lilver, or Money, re¬ 

ceiving or paying any more in value than 

the fame was, or Ihould be declared by the 

Ki-ng’s proclamation to be current for, the 

Money fo exchanged fliould be forfeited, 

and the party fuffer fine and irnprifon- 

ment. 

iS.p.iv. 
N°39- 

The bafe Money of King Edwar^J, con¬ 

trary to that of his father, has the fde face, 

with Roman characters, and the fine, the 

full face, 'the old Englijh characters. The 

bafe Shilling has the King’s head in profile, 

crowned, edwArd. vi. d. gra. agl. 

FRA. z. HiB. REX. Reverfe, inimicos. 

Eivs. indvam. confvsione. [Pfalm 

cxxxii. V. 19.) having the arms in a round 

fliield, garnifhed, between er. 

Another has a different legend, Timor. 

DOMINI, fons. viTiE. MDXLix. One 

Tork mint has y. for the mint-mark; 

others are dated 1547, and 1548. 

A third fort, when the Money was the 

lighteft^ has the titles about the arms, and 

the motto about the head. Some of thefe 

bafe Shillings are ftamped with a port¬ 

cullis, which was done in Queen Elizabeth^ 

reign^ when they were reduced to Sixpence. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Tborejby ‘ mentions a Threepence of Edw. vr. 
the bad Money, edward. vi. d. g. agl. '—^' 

FR. Z. HY. REX. RcVCrfe, CIVITAS. CAN¬ 

TOR. but it feems rather to be a Groat, for 

the Threepence was of the fine Money. 

The Shilling of the fine Money has the iS. Pi.v. 
King’s bufl, full faced, crowned, and (in the 

King’s own wordsin parliament robes, 

with a chain of the order ; but this is ma- 

nifeftly different from the collar of the 

order appointed by the ftatutes of Henry 

the Eighth, which was to be compofed of * 

double rofes, encompaffed with the garter; 

whereas this has fingle rofes of four leaves 

only, (without garters) and knots between: 

fo that the form preferibed by the flatutes 

was not at that time flricflly obferved, or 

elfe the graver was miflaken : and this 1. 

apprehend to be the firfl and only Englifi 

Coin, or Medal, whereon we fee the col¬ 

lar of the order; for before this the col¬ 

lars are various ; nor does it appear upon 

the great feals till yames the Firft. On one 

fide the King’s head is a large double rofe, 

and on the other xii. for the value. The 

* N 273. b fjig Diaj-y. e Afhmole, 

Appendix. 

epi- 
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Edw. VI. cpigraphe in old characters ; ed- 

WARD. VI. D. G. AGL. FRA. Z. HIB. REX. 

Reverfe, an efcocheon of the arms of 

France and England^ quarterly, divided by 

the old crofs, posvi. dev. adivtore. 

MEv. A tun the mint-mark, being of 

F’brogmortons mint in the Tower. The 

Shilling of Tork mint, which is the better 

ftamp, has a y. for the mint-mark, and 

the word Meum at length. 

The Sixpences of each mint are exaCtly 

like the Shilling, but have vi. inftead of 

XII. 

Another fort of Tork mint has Imaller 

characters, wants the laft m in Meum, has 

a Y. and a mullet of fix points for the 

mint-mark, and on the reverfe, inftead of 

the ufual legend, has the place of coinage, 

CIVITAS EBORACI. 

The Threepence is like the Sixpence, 

with III. inftead of vi. and in fome the 

titles are abbreviated to ag.fr. 

There is likewife a Threepence with 

CIVITAS. EBORACI. 

As to Groats, Twopences, Pence, Half¬ 

pence, and Farthings, this King is fuppofed 

not to have coined any. 

The 
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The filver Crown Piece of Tork mint 

has the King’s figure on horfeback, in 

armour, crowned, and holding (as he ex- 

prefles it in his own Diary) a drawn fword 

hard to his breafl j the horfe has large 

embroidered trappings, and under him the 

date 1551; edward. vi. d. G. agl. fra. 

z.HiBR. REX. with a Y. for the mint- 

mark j the reverfe like the Shilling. 

The Half Crown is like the Crown, ex¬ 

cept the horfe, which on that is in a rifing 

pofture, on this paffant, with different 

trapping, and a plume of feathers upon his 

head. 

The Crown of T’hrogmorton s mint of 

the fame year 1551, is like the former, and 

the Half Crown ftridly like the Crown ; 

and there are fome of the next year with 

the date 1552. 

The Crown and Half Crown with the 

date 1553, immediately before his death, 

are alike, having the horfe paflant, and 

FRAN, for France. 

There is likewife a Crown Piece*, or 

piece of the value of a Crown, though little 

broader than a milled Shilling; having the 

King s head or buft in armour, with the 

» Antiquary plates, N° 4. 

219 

Edw. VI. 

iS.PI.V. 
N°42. 

fide 
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Edw. VI. fide face, and crowned like fome of the 
V — 

HalfSovereIgnsof his third year; edward. 

VI. REX. ANGL." FRANC. HIRER. Z. C. 

Reverfe, the arms in an oval fiiield gar- 

nithed, and in the top of the ornament the 

letter b. being coined by Martin Bowes*y 

at Durham-lioufe in the Strandy where a 

mint was erected j epigraphe, timor. 

DOMINI. FONS. VITAi. MDXLVII. a Tofc 

the mint-mark. 

Upon the firfi: Sovereigns of Edward the 

Sixth, he appears like his father, fitting 

upon his throne, with crown, fceptre, and 

• ball, EDWARDVS. VI. DEI. GRA. ANGL. 

FRANCi. ET. HiB. REX. Reverfc, the 

arms crowned, and the like fupporters as 

his father, with e. r. on the pedeflal; 

IHS. AVTEM. TRNSIENS. PER. MEDIVM. 

iLLORv. IBAT. apheon the mint-mark. 

One of this fort ftrack at Torky has a y. 

after the infcription, and the like on the 

reverfe above the arms. 

The Sovereign of his fixth year, has his 

profile figure in armour, crowned, holding 

a drawn fword in his right hand, and the orb 

® See Lord Burleigh’s Letters, publifhed by Hains, fol. 

Lond. p. 89, 97. 

in 
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in his left, EDWARD. VI. d. g. agl. fran. Edw. VL 

z. hirer, rex. The famereverfe and le-' * ' 

gend as the former. A tun the mint-mark. 

Another of Tbri mint with y. 

The Half Sovereign is like the Sove-iS.p.iy. 

reign, but with a different reverfe, having 

only a plain efcocheon of the arms, crowned, 

between the initial letters e. r. 

The Half Sovereign, of his third year, 2S.P.IV. 

of Tork mint, has his bufl in armour, ^ 

crowned ; Edward, vi. d. g. agl. fra. 

z. HiB. REX. Reverfe, the arms in an oval 

fhield, garniflied and crowned; scvtvm. 

EiDEi. PROTEGiT. EVM. the mint-mark 

a rofe, others a pheon, a fwah, or a bow, 

the mark of Sir Martin Bowes, 

Another, of the fame year, has his bull 2S.P.IV. 

in armour, bare headed; Scvtvm. fidei. ^ 

PROTEGIT. EVM. a rofe between each 

word. Reverfe, the arms crowned as the 

former, and e. r. with the titles, ed- 

WARDUS. VI. D. G. AGL. FRA. Z. HIB. 

REX. 

The Angel has St. Michael the dra¬ 

gon as ufual, EDWARD. VI. D. G. AGL. 

fr.z.hib.rex. Reverfe, thefliip, with e. 

and a rofe; an eagle’s head the mint-mark. 

The 
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Edw. VI. The Crowns of gold are like the Half 

Sovereigns, having the head in profile, 

fome crowned, others bare headed; re- 

verfe, the arms in a fliield garniihed and 

crowned, with the legend scvtvm, &c. 

but on the Half Crown the titles are ab- 

breviated to f. z. h. 

Others have a rofe crowned upon the 

reverfe, between the initial letters, with 

the fame legend. 

There is alfo faid® to be Double Rofe 

Nobles, Double Sovereigns, and Six Angel 

Pieces. 

In Ireland there was new Money coined 

at Dubliny in his fecond year; and in his 

fourth year was an indenture with Martin 

Pirriy for coining Groats, a hundred and 

forty-four to the pound, with Half Groats, 

Pence, and Halfpence ;*and the laft year of 

his reign, the Groats of too bafe metal 

were ordered to pafs at Twopence. Proba¬ 

bly, this Lljh Money of King Edward's 

was like his father’s, for I have never feen 

any; but there was faid to be a Groat in 

the colle(51;ion of the late Mr. Grainger, 

* Catalogue of Mr. Grainger’s Colleillon, Fowke’s 

Tables. Irilh Hift. lib. p. i66. 

Queen 
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Queen MART, a. d. 1553. 

One of the firfl ads of this Queen, to Q^Mary. 

ingratiate herfelf with her people, upon' 

her accelTion to the throne, was the regu¬ 

lation of the Coin. This was done by 

proclamation * the fourth of September, 

wherein her Majefty calling to remem¬ 

brance the great charges that had come to 

her, and her loving fubjecfts, by reafon of 

the bafe Monies, as well made in the realm, 

as counterfeited in other realms, and iflued 

here; and refolving no longer to fuffer the 

faid inconvenience, declares, fhe had or¬ 

dered within her mints, thefe feveral 

Coins, as well of filver, in linenefs of the 

flandard fterling, as alfo of gold, viz. the 

whole Sovereign of fine gold, to be current 

for thirty Shillings ; the Half Sovereign, 

to be called the Royal, for fifteen Shillings; 

the Angel current for ten Shillings, and - 

Half Angel: and of filver, the' Groat, the 

Half Groat, and Penny: and all bafe 

Monies were to be current, at the rates 

declared in a proclamation made in the 

time of King Edward the Sixth ; and to 

^ Rennet’s Hift. England, L. Q^Mary, p. 335. Notes, 
flow’s Annals, p. 616. 

coun^ 
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Q^Mary. Counterfeit foreign Coin® current within 

' the realm, or to import falfe Money, was 

made treafon. But what the proclamation 

calls ftandard fterling, was not fo fine, by 

two pennyweights, as the old ftandard or 

flerling; for by indenture'’, dated the 

twentieth of Augiiji, with T^hojnas Eger- 

tony Thomas Stanleyy and others, they co¬ 

venant to make of gold, of the old ftandard, 

Sovereigns twenty-four to the pound, at 

thirty Shillings each ; Rials forty-eight, at 

fifteen Shillings; Angels feventy-two, at 

ten Shillings, and Angelets at five Shillings: 

and of filver, eleven ounces fine. Groats, a 

hundred and eighty to the pound. Half 

Groats, and Pennies. And the fixth of 

December following, after her marriage, 

was a commifiion to the fame perfons, to 

make Shillings, fixty to the pound. Half 

Shillings, Quarter Shillings, and Plalfpen- 

nies ; according to and under the covenants 

of the indenture of the twentieth of Augnji. 

The faid perfons had likewife the authority 

to make of bafe Monies, to be brought in 

by the Prince, two manner of Monies, of 

the ftandard of three ounces fine, and nine 

2 Stat. 1 Mary, St. 2, c. 6. i Ph. and M. c. 11. 

Lownds, p. 24,49. Old Mint Books. 

allay, 
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ullay, viz. Rofe Pence, four hundred and Q^Mary. 

eighty to the pound, and Halfpence, the'— 

pound weight to make forty Shillings in 

current Money. And in November^ the 

fecond and third of Philip and Mary^ the 

fame perfons were to make feven thoufand 

pounds of the aforeiaid ilandard of pence. 

The Groat, before her marriage, has lier i S.Pi.v< 

head in profile, crowned, looking to 

left; a necklace about her neck, with a 

crofs pendant thereto, the epigraphe in old 

Englijh charadiers^ maria, d. g. ang. 

FRA. z. HiB. REGi. Revcrfe, the arms * 

of France and England quarterly, divided . 

by the old crofs j veritas. temporis. 

FiLiA. taking to her device®, by perfua- 

fion of the clergy, the figure of Time 

drawing Truth out of a pit, and the famd 

legend Ihe ufed upon her feal before her 

marriage. 

The Groat, after her marriage, has her 

head as before, but her hufband’s name in 

the legend • King Philip being, by the 

marriage articles, to take upon him the 

title of his wife’s dominions; (and after 

he was King of Spain, he ufed it upon thd 

Spanifi Money,) philip. z. maria, d.- 

■ Sandford, p. 500. 

C4 
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QiMary. G. REX. z. REGINA. Rcvcrfe, the arms as 

before, posvimvs. devm. adivto. nos. 

a jieur de Us the mint-mark. 

The Half Groat, philip. et. maria. 

D. G. REX. ET. REGIN A. Reverfe, POSVI. 

DEVM. ADIVTO. NOS. 

iS.Pl.V. The Shilling of Philip and Marjy has 

^ the King’s bufl: in armour, bare headed, 

and about his neck the order of the Golden 

Fleece, and that of the Queen in her ordi¬ 

nary habit, facing her hufband, like Fer¬ 

dinand and Ifabel of Spain, who are fo re- 

prefented upon their Coins; and, no doubt, 

this ambitious Prince had hopes, not only 

to eftablilh the Popifh religion here, but, 

in like manner, by this match to unite 

England to Spain. Over their heads is the 

crown of England, and the date 1554. 

PHILIP. ET. MARIA. D. G. R. ANG. FR. 

NEAP. PR. Hisp. Reverfe, a lliield, with 

the arms of King Philip and Queen Mary, 

impaled under the crown, and xi i. for the 

value; POSVIMVS. devm. adivtorem. 

NOSTRVM. 

Another Shilling, like the former, wants 

the date. 

The Sixpences like the Shillings, but 

have VI. inflead of xii. 

Another 
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Another Shilling with the date 155^-, q,Mary, 

when the Emperor C/jar/es the Fifth, King '— 

Philip'^ father, having refigned to him the 

kingdom of Spain, the Hile upon the Money 

is altered; phillip. et. maria, d. g. 

REX. ET. REGINA. ANG. Blit Upon thO 

great feal the titles were Rex et Regina 

AngL Hifpajiiar. Franc, ntriiifq. Sicilie, Je* 

rnfalem, et Hib. FideiDefenfor. &c. ' ‘ 

Another fair Shilling wants the lafl fyK 

lable in Regina, 

A Sixpence, 1557* the fame legend, 

but the laft words are abbreviated to an* 

and NOS. 

The Penny of the bafe Money, inftead 

of the Queen s head, has a rofe, m. d. g* 

ROSA. SINE, spina. Reverfe, an efco- 

cheon of her arms, civitas. London. 

The Sovereign has her figure fitting upon 

the throne, in her robes, with crown, orb, 

and Cceptro Jieun, at her feet a portcullis, 

in all, but the form of the crown and 

fceptre, refembling her father’s firfl Sove^ 

reign, the epigraphe in old F?7gliJJj charac¬ 

ters; MARIA, D. G. ANG. FRA. Z. HIB* 

REGINA. MDLI11. Revcrfe, the arms in 

the centre of a large double rofe; a. dno* 

0^2 FACTV. , 

I 

I 
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(^Mary. FACTV. EST. ISTVD. Z. EST. MIRA. IN. 

ocvL. NRis. Thefe pieces Mr. Evely?i* 

mifcalls Rials, and fays they were fcattered 

at her coronation. 

He likewife mentionspieces of Money, 

whereon Queen Mary is joined with her 

hufband, in fome whereof he has the title 

of Anglice Rex : the reverfe, Bellorophon 

killing the Chimera^ reprefenting the fup- 

preffion of the weftern infurre<5lion of 

Wyat and Carew, anno 1554, as alfo that of 

St. 9luintin^ anno 1557. 

The Rial has her Majefty’s figure Hand¬ 

ing in a fiiip, crowned with an arched 

crown, a fword in her right hand, and 

fhield in her left; upon the fide of the fiiip 

a rofe, and in a banner at the Hern a 

Roman m. The epigraphe in old charad;ers, 

MARIA. D.G.ANG. FRA. Z.HIB. REGINA. 

MDLiii. Reverfe, the fun. See. like Ed¬ 

ward the Fourth’s, and Queen Elizabeths, 

A. DNO. FACTV. EST. ISTVD. Z. EST. 

MIRABI. IN. OCVL. NRS. 

Her Angel has the figure of St.Michae/, 

as ufual, MARIA. D.G.ANG.FRA.Z.HIB. 

REGi. Reverfe, like her brother’s Angel, 

but M. inHead of e. with the legend of the 

• Evelyn’s Numifmata, p. 92. Ibid. 
Sove- 
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Sovereign, a. DNO. FACTV. EST. ISTVD. Q^Mary. 

z. EST. MiRABi. the mint-mark a fetter-’—*—’ 

lock. 

The Angel, after her marriage, Philip. 

z. maria. D. G. rex. Z. REGINA. A. 

Reverfe, inftead of m. and the rofe, has 

PM. and the fame legend as the others. 

A. DNO. FACTVM. EST. ISTVD. Z. EST. 

MiRABiLE. A jicur de Us the mint-mark. 

mentions Crowns of Philip and 

Mary, of gold, whereon was Mundi Salus 

Unica; and in a Butch Placart for Money 

IS a draught of fuch a piece, called a Crown 

of Engla?id; by which it appears there 

were fuch Coins commonly current in the 

Low Countries. Thefe, according to the 

draught, have on one fide the arms of 

Philip Mary, impaled under a crown, 

like the Shilling, only the crown is here 

much larger in proportion ; phi. rex. zS.P.Iy; 

ANGL. ETC. Reverfe, a device inform of^ 

a crofs, the ends crowned, like what is feen 

upon fome of the larger Rials of Charles 

the Fifth’s father; and on fome other 

Spanijl? pieces; in each quarter of the crofs 

is fomething like a fceptre, placed like the 

* Remains, ch. Money. Fo. Antwerp, 1633. 

0^3 fcep- 
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Q^Mary. fceptrcs Upon our Guineas; mvndi.salvs. 

' VNICA. As there is no mention of Queen 

Mary in the titles, we may pronounce it 

' no Englijh Coin, nor yet of Spain, fince 

Spain is not mentioned ; and even upon 

his SpaiJtJh Rials, and Dollars, though he 

Riled himfelf hisp. z. ang. rex. yet he 

never put the RngliJJ:) arms. By the title 

of England only, thefe pieces were un¬ 

doubtedly coined by King Philip in the 

Low Countries, foon after his 'marriage, 

before he was King of Spain^ 

-Ireland. In the proclamation for the 

currency of the new Money, the firft year 

of Qu^een Mary, the realm of Ireland is 

particularly excepted, forafmuch as her 

Coin there had a fpecial Randard; which 

Randard, as appears by the Shilling before 

her marriage, .was of bafe allay, like what 

followed. And in the fecond year of Philip 

and Mary, Sir Edmund Peckham, Knight % 

. treafurer of the mint, Phomas Stanley 

comptroller, and William Knight aRay- 

niaRer, or two of them, were impowered 

to make of ten thoufand Pounds of bafe 

Monies, to be brought in by the Prince, 

Shillings at Tweivepence Irijh, forty to the 

? Eooks^ 
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pound, or a hundred and twenty Groats 

three ounces fine, and nine ounces allay. 

And by another commifiion, they were to 

coin feven thoufand Pounds of the like bafe 

Monies for Ireland. And in the third and 

fourth olPhilip and Mary was another com- 

milTion for coining five thoufand five hun¬ 

dred Pounds of bafe Monies, to be converted 

into Harp Groats for Irelandy of the fame 

ftandard. 

The Shilling before her marriage, of bafe 

allay, has her head crowned, m ari a. d. g. 

ANG. FRA. z. HiB. REGINA. Reverfe, a 

crowned harp, between m. r. crowned; 

VER I TAS. TEMPORI S. FILIA. MDLIII. 

Another of the like bafe metal, after her 

marriage, philip. z. maria, d. g. rex. 

ET. REG INA. The crown above their heads, 

with the date 1557, or 1558. 'Reverfe, a 

crowned harp, between p.andM. crowned; 

POSVIMVS. DEVM. ADIVTOR. NOSTR. 

In her lafi; year, the Rofe Pennies * of 

Hejiry the Eighth, and Edward the Sixth, 

mixed with brafs, were by Englijh procla¬ 

mation refirained to Ireland. 

* Irilh Hill, lib., p. 166. 

0^4 Queen 

231 

Q^Mary. 
V——y—i a 
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Queen ELIZABETHy 

A. D. 1558, 

Q.EHz. D URING the fliort reigns of Kino- 
_ I O O 

Edward and Queen Maryy fome progrefs 

had been made towards reftoring good 

Money, but it was referved for this excel¬ 

lent Princefs to compleat; and, next to 

the reformation in religion, nothing could be 

more glorious or more beneficial to the king¬ 

dom, than the reformation of the Money, 

This, amongfi; other felicities of her reign, 

was mentioned by the Parliament, % in 

their congratulations to her Majefiy upon 

the happinefs of the times, and the fame 

isjufily inferted amongfi; the encomia upon 

her tomb at Wejiminjier„ 

The firfi; indenture for coinage in this 

reign, mentioned by Mr. Lownds ^ is in the 

fecond year; but there is a commifiion', 

dated the thirty-firfi: of December in her 

firfi. year, (which was prefently after her 

“ Camden’s Eliz. Stat. 5 Eliz. c. ii. ^ p- 49. 
s I Eliz. p. Memb. 14. 

acceG 
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acceffion to the crown) to Sir Edmujid 

Feckhaniy high treafurer of the mint, 

mas Stanley, comptroller, and others, who 

were empowered to make Sovereigns at 

thirty Shillings, twenty-four to the pound; 

Angels at ten Shillings, feventy-two to the 

pound ; and Angelets, of the finenefs of 

twenty-three carrats, ten grains, and a half 

fine gold, and one grain and a half allay, 

(as the record has it,) ihftead of three 

grains and a half.fine, and half a grain al¬ 

lay, which bears the fame proportion, and 

fiiew evidently the miftake ; and of crown 

gold, twenty-two carrats fine. Sovereigns, 

at twenty Shillings, thirty-three to the 

pound. Half Sovereigns, Crowns, and 

Half Crowns ; remedy as well for fine, as 

crown gold two grains, coinage four Shil¬ 

lings, and of filver eleven ounces fine, and 

one ounce allay. Shillings, fixty to the 

pound. Half Shillings, Groats, Half Groats, 

and Pence. Remedy, two pennyweights, 

coinage to the Queen Eighteenpence per 

pound weight. 

In her fecond year is an indenture * with 

Siv Thomas Stanley, and others, for coining 

pieces of the fame denomination of gold, 

** J-ownds, p. 

with 
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^ with the addition of Rials at fifteen 

Shillings, all of the old ftandard ; and of 

crown gold the fame as before. Silver of 

the old flerling, viz. eleven ounces two 

pennyweights fine, and eighteen penny¬ 

weights allay, into Half Shillings, Groats, 

Quarter Shillings, Half Groats, Three- 

halfpenny Pieces, Pence, and P'arthings. 

In thefe two firfi: years of her reign, 

there was a great deal of Money coined, 

whereby the want of good Money being 

in fome meafure fupplied, flie fet about 

reforming the bad. And, firfi:, having 

prohibited any perfon to melt or carry 

away any Coin out of the kingdom, the 

bad Money was reduced to the true value, 

by a proclamation dated the twenty-eighth 

of Septembery 1560. By this proclamation * 

the Tejioony which King Edward the Sixth 

had brought down to Sixpence, was now 

reduced to Fourpence Halfpenny, being 

of the befi; fort; the two other forts of 

l^eJioo7js, (being diftinguiflied by feveral 

Ramps) were reduced, the fecond fort to 

Twopence Farthing, - and the third to 

nothing ; the old Groat to Twopence, the 

Twopence to a Penny 3 or, as another 

* Stow’s Annals, 1560. 

writer 
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\vriter“ has it, the Coin of Twopence to C^Eiiz. 

Three Halfpence, and the Brazen Penny to ' 

an Halfpenny Farthing. The fame writer 

informs iis% flie hrfl: marked the bafe 

Money, fome with a greyhound, others 

with portcullis’s, and others with a lion, 

harp, rofe, or fieur 4^ //V, and after a time 

recalled them to the mint. The greyhound 

and portcullis were probably the flamps 

which diftinguiflied the two bafeft ’Tejioons, 

viz. the word; with the greyhound, 

and that of Twopence Halfpenny value 

with the portcullis j for there are fome in 

collecftions with this latter Hamp : but as 

to the other ftamps of the lion, rofe, jieur 

de Us, and harp, they were no other than 

the ieveral mint-marks of the bafe ’Tejioons, 

as appears by the declaration dated the day 

after the proclamation, and intitled, A 

declaration or fummary of certain reafons 

which moved the Queen to reduce' the 

bafe Money, appointed to be declared by 

order of her proclamation in the city of 

laondon} the fubllance whereof it will not ' 

be improper to infert 

* Camden’s Eliz. 1688. in 1560, p./^8,49. ** Camden’s 

Remains. ' From a copy without the draughts, printed in 

1696. 

Firft, 
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Q:.Eiiz. Firft, The honour and reputation of 

the fingular wealth that this realm was 

wont to have above all others, was partly 

in that it had no coined Monies but gold 

and filver, whereas the reft of Chriflendome 

have had, and ftill have, bafe Monies; 

and to recover this, as her Majefty meant, 

for her part, to be at great charges, fo 

every good Englijh fubjed; ought to be con¬ 

tent, though it was fome fmall lofs at the 

firft ; alfo, by continuing the bafe Monies, 

counterfeits, both at home and abroad, 

had made no fmall quantities, and uttered 

the fame, firft at Twelvepence the T’ejioon, 

afterwards for Eightpence, though not 

worth above Twopence; and for fmall 

fums of Money counterfeited, had carried 

out fix times the value in commodities of 

the realm; alfo changing the faid bafe 

Monies for the gold and fine filver Monies 

of the realm, and tranfported the fame : fo 

that although there had been coined, both 

in the latter end of King Edward^ and the 

time of Queen Mary^ and alfo fince the 

Queen’s Majefty’s reign, great quantities 

of gold and filver, yet no part thereof was 

feen commonly current, fome being carried 

out. 
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out, and fome perchance hoarded by the 

wifer fort, as it were to be wifhed that the 

whole were. 

Alfo, the prices of all things produced 

from the earth, though there had been a 

plentiful increafe, immeafurably and daily 

rofe, and no remedy could be devifed to 

amend the fame, but to reduce the faid bafe 

Monies to their jufl; value; for every man 

knew, that a Tejioon was not worth Sixpence, 

and therefore no man would give that 

which was, and ever had been worth Six¬ 

pence for a T’ejioon, but rather would re¬ 

quire two 'Tejioons; and fo a thing being 

worth Sixpence, was bought and fold either 

for two Tejioonsy or one and a half, which 

was in reckoning twelve or nine Pence. 

Whereas every I’ejloon being brought to 

the juft value, it muft needs follow, that 

one fhall buy that for Fourpence Half¬ 

penny, which was wont to coft Sixpence, 

fo that what he may lofe by the bad Money, 

he will gain by the next good Money he 

ftiall get. 

By this means the exchange ftiall rife in 

I eftimation as formerly, and the foreign 

commodities be thereby bought for eafier 

prices; fo that every man ought to thank 

God, 
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Q^Eiiz. God, that he may live to fee the honour of 

his country thus partly recovered, and be 

fecured from the privy thief, which is the 

counterfeiter. 

And her Majefty is fully refolved to 

reform the Monies according to her pro¬ 

clamation, as experience fhall try, within a 

month or fix weeks, within which time 

necefTary things for the mint muft be pro¬ 

vided ; and that the Monies fhall be of fo 

juft value, as the ‘Teftoon fet at Twopence 

Farthing, her Majeftywill allow for every 

pound of them twenty Shillings and Three¬ 

pence in reward, which is rather more than 

they are worth being melted fo that her 

Majefty, who, finee fhe came to the crown, 

never gained any thing by any coinage, 

nor yet ever coined any manner of bafe 

Monies for this realm, will not now de¬ 

termine to lefTen the honour and fame, that 

flae flaall, with fmall lofs or gain, recover, 

. by this noble ad; to benefit her realm and 

people. 

And as to the burthen of the greateft 

lofs upon the 'Tejioon of Twopence Far¬ 

thing, thofe, by good accounts, appeared 

not to be above a fixth part, compared to 

the other bafe Monies of the fame fort 

of 
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Tejioonsy coined at the mints of this Q^Eliz. 

realm ; and at the coinage of the fame bafe '— 

T‘eJloo7iSy now valued at Twopence Farthing, 

wJiich was done in the time of the wars 

heretofore, there were fet thereto certain 

marks, as a lion, a rofe, a jieur de lis, a 

harp, called the privy marks of fuch as 

were then mailers of the mint, which alfo 

be fpecified in the proclamation, for the 

better underllanding whereof, the llamps 

of every kind of the fame bafe Tdejioons are 

fet at the end of the declaration : and to 

eafe her fubjeds as much as polTible, the 

officers of the mint are to allow for coun¬ 

terfeit TeJloo7is, as much as they contain in 

good fiver, which in no realm any Prince 

either hath, or ought to do. 

Given under the Queen's Majelly’s fignet, 

at her honour of Hampton-Court, the 

29th of Septe77iber, in the fecond year 

of her Majefty’s reign, MDLX. 

There was a feparate mint in the Tower, 

on purpofe to convert the bafe Money into 

fterling, which lalled about a year; and 

a computation was given “ in of the bafe 

* Stow’s Survey of Lond. 1720, Strype’s edit. tom. i. 
,lib. I, cap, 18, p. 98, 

Monies 
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Q;_Ehz. Monies received into the mint, from 

Michaelnuis 15U0, to Michaelmas 1561, 

with the charges of the workmanfliip, as 
follows : 

Total of the mafs of bafe7 , 

Monies was pound weight) 

Which was current Money 

according to the rates of 

their feveral ftandards - 

jf- -f- d- 
►638113 16 6 

Total of the mafs of fine 7 c 
{.244410 

Monies pound weight -3 

Which is in Monies cur-*] 

rent at fixty Shillings the ,783248 

pound weight - - - - 

The charges of coinage. 

To the two treafurers of the 

s % d* 

o o 

mint, "Thomas Stanley and r 

Thomas Fleetwood, for ; 7128 16 0 

coinage at Sevenpence 1 

the pound weight - —d ■) 

Necefiaries, as coals, coin-7 
ing-irons, &;c. - - - -3 

3848 s’s 

Fees of officers, with their 7 
diet for one year - - - 3 

2006 5 7 

Sum total of the charges 7 

aforefaid, amounting to) 
1.2983 4 3 

At 
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At this time odd pieces were coined, Qj Fiir. 

hamely, Fourpence Ilalfpenny Pieces, '— 

Twopence Farthing Pieces, and Penny 

Halfpenny Pieces. 

About the fame time the French Crown ^ 

which was current for fix Shillings and 

f'ourpence, w^as brought down to lix Shil- 

lings, by proclamation; and by another the 

. fifteenth of November 1561, all foreigfi 

Coins were forbidden to be current in the 

realm, and the fame were called into the 

mint, except two forts of gold Crowns, 

the one French^ the other FlemiJJj ; where¬ 

upon, for the fpace of half a year, was 

weekly brought into the Tower of London 

to be coined^ eight, ten, twelve, fixteen> 

twenty, twenty-two thoufind pounds of 

filver plates, and as much, or more in Pif- 

tolets, and other gold of Spanijh Coins, 

and one week in Piftolets, and other Spanifi 

gold twenty-fix thoufand pounds. 

By this lafl proclamation diverfe fmall 

pieces of Money were appointed to be cur¬ 

rent, as the Sixpence, Fourpence, Three¬ 

pence,. Twopence, and Penny, Three- 

halfpence, and Three Farthings ; but none 

of the pieces of Fourpence Halfpennyi 

« Stow, m. 1560. ‘>Ib. p. 647. 

R and 
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Q^Eliz. and Twopence Farthing before mentioned* 

And as there does not appear to have been 

any fuch pieces, it is probably a mlftake of 

the editor, or elfe the bafe "Tejlcons were 

meant thereby, which, by proclamation, 

had before been made current at thofc 

values. 

After this we have the following inden- 

tures* and commifiions, all of the fame 

ftandard, viz. gold of the old ftandard 

thirty-fix pounds in tale, and crown gold 

thirty-three pounds in tale; the filver of 

the old Iferling three pounds by tale. 

The nineteenth of Elizahethy by inden¬ 

ture with 'John Louifony mafter and worker, 

viz. Angels at ten Shillings, Half Angels 

and Quarter Angels of gold; and of filver. 

Half Shillings, Threepences, Three-half¬ 

penny pieces, or Three-farthing pieces. 

The twenty-fifth of Elizabeth, by in¬ 

denture with Richard Martin, for gold as 

the former, and the pound of filverintofixty 

Shillings, or three Pounds by tale, in any 

of the denominations in the lad:. 

The twenty-fixth of Elizabeth, a com- 

rniflion to him to coin Nobles, forty-eight 

to the pound, at fifteen Shillings a piece, 

Lownds, p.'£0, ^i. 
or 



OP English Monev* 

or twenty-four Double Nobles at thirtv n p-r 
Shillings. ^ 

The thirty-fifth of Elizabeth, the fame 

for crown gold, to coin Sovereigns at 

twenty Shillings, thirty-three to the pound, 

or Half Sovereigns or Crowns, a hundred 

and thirty-two to the pound, or Half 
Crowns. 

But in her forty-third year the Money 

was made fomething lighter; for by a corn- 

million to the faid Richdrd the 

pound of gold of the old flandard, was to 

make feventy-three Angels, at ten Shil- 

lings a-piece, or Half Angel's, or Quarter 

Angels, making thirty-hx Pounds ten 

Shillings in tale, and the pound weight of 

twenty-two carrats fine, and two carrats 

allay, into thirty-three Sovereigns and a 

Half, at twenty Shillings each, or fixty- 

feren Half Sovereigns, or a hundred and 

thirty-four Crowns, or two hundred and 

fixty-eight Half Crowns, making thirty- 

three Pounds ten Shillings in tale; and 

the pound of old ftandard iilver into three 

Pounds two Shillings by tale, namely, into 

Crowns, Half Crowns,ShilIings,Sixpences, 
il wopences. Pence, and Halfpence. 

-R 2 The 



•An Historical Account 

The fame year Queen Elizabeth is like- 

wife faid “ to have contracted for the coin¬ 

age of pieces of an Angelr and a Half, and 

three Angels; but thefe, by their value, 

were no other than Sovereigns and Double 

Sovereigns. 

In the mean time, fome good laws” 

were made to prevent the currency of bad 

.Money;-it was made treafon to clip, walh, 

round, or file any Coin current in the 

realm by proclamation ; and mifprifon of 

treafon, falfely to forge or counterfeit any 

gold or lilver Coin, though not the proper 

Coin of this realm ; or permitted to be 

current; but other arts and inventions 

beins: devifed to evade the law, it was fur- 

ther enacted'in her eighteenth year. That 

by any art to impair, diminifh, falfify, fcale, 

or lighten the proper Monies of this realm, 

or permitted to be current by proclama¬ 

tion, fliould be treafon. But all was not 

fufiicient to prevent this praCtice ; for two 

years after, one yohn de Loy a Frenchman, 

and five EfigliJlj gentlemen, were arraigned, 

and executed, for coining of counterfeit 

■ * Morifon’s Iten. in Eng. Hift, lib. 2d St. 5 Eliz. 

c. II. I St. i4E]iz. c. 3. St. 18 Eliz. c. I. Stow’s 

Annals, anno 1578, p. 684. Ib. 1595, p. 769. 

Money, 
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Money, befides others in her thirty-feventh q. Ehz 

year : and in her forty-fecond year, a pro- '-^— 

cJamation was made for putting the laws 

in force againft the tranfportation of Coin. 

Pier firfl and bed; Sovereig;?, of thirty 

Shillings value, has her figure fitting in her 

regalia upon her throne, and the portcullis 

at her feet, like her filler’s; Elizabeth. 

D. G. ANG. FRA. ET. IIlB. REGINA, and 

the fame reverfe as Queen Mary's, but the 

E. added in mirab. The mint-marks a ' 

tun, an efcallop, 6ic. 

The Rial or Noble, PJalf the value of2S.P,iv. 

the bed: Sovereign, has her figure with a 

ttiffj Qvhich die fird ufed upon thelVPoney, 

and crowned, /landing in a diip, fomething 

more-modern than her fi/ler’s, holding in 

her hands the fceptre and orb. Upon the 

fide of the diip is a rofe with lions, and 

feurs de Us, and a flag at the head of the 

diip, infcribed with an old Englijh e. the 

cpigraphe in like charaders, eliz. ab. d. 

G. ANG. FR. ET. HIB. REGINA. Reverfe, 

like Queen Mary\ Rial, but with the old 

legend, ihs. avt. transiens, per. 

* Camden’s Eliz. Anilo 1600. 

R3 ME- 
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Q^EHz. 
Vi 
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IS. Pl.v. 
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An Historical Account 

mediv. illorum. ibat. the letter A. 

the mint-mark. 

The Angel, Elizabeth, d. g. ang. 

FR. ET. III. REGINA, in Roman capitals. 

Reverfe, the arms in the old falhioned fliip, 

with E. and a role on the fides of the mah; 

A. DNO. FACTVM. EST. ISTVD. ET. EST, 

MiRABi. Abell the mint-mark. Others of 

1578, a crofs, or i 592, with a tun. Thofe 

of her thirty-fifth year with an anchor or 

a cypher, and of her forty-third year with 

the figures i, or 2. 

The Angelet, or Half Angel, is like the 

Angel of the fame year and Mintage. One 

of thefe with mira. for Mirabile, has a 

dagger the mint-mark. 

The Money of crown gold, is firif, her 

Sovereign of twenty Shillings, having her 

bufi; with a ruff, and hair difiievelled, 

crowned with a high double-arched crown, 

ELIZABETH. D. G. ANG. FR. ET. HiB. 

REGINA. Reverfe, the arms crowned, 

between E. R. legend,, scvtvm. fidei. 

PROTEGET. EAM. a wocipack the mint- 

mark. 

Another Sovereign, with a tun the mint- 

mark, of which mintage there is the Half 

So- 
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Sovereign, the Quarter, and Half Quarter. Q^Eliz. 

On the lafl of thefe the name and titles 

are abbreviated, elizab. d. g. ang. fr. 

ET. HIB. REGI. 

There are other Sovereigns differing in the 

form of the crown, the arches being much 

more obtufe, or flatter than the former. 

Thefe have a crofs crofslet the mint-mark. 

Alfo a very neat fort like the former, 

but without the two circles round the le¬ 

gend, ELIZABETH. D. G. ANG. FRA. ET. 

HIB. REGINA. Reverfe, the arms, motto, 

and letters as before, having a mullet of 

fix points for the mint-mark. Thefe were 

coined by the mill, having graining upon the 

flat edge; and there are fome few Half and 

Quarter Sovereigns of this fort, with grain¬ 

ing both upon the flat and thick edge of 

the rim, being undoubtedly the firfl;£;zg/^ 

Money coined with the mill, or that had 

graining upon the rim. A Quarter Sove¬ 

reign of this fort has a fleur delis the mint- 

mark, which is fuppofed to be the mark 

of the year 1567, or 1568. 

This invention of the mill, Le Blanc"* 

calls Ballander, or Fly, from tlie manner 

* p.286, 

K 4 of 
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^0-of working it, and fays it was firfl: fct up 

at Paris in 1553, but it feems not to have 

been perfedted till long afterwards j for the 

frft Money coined by tlie mill in France, 

Tejioons, and De?ny-Feftoons, in the 

year 1561. The fime year we have Six¬ 

pences coined by the mill in England, the 

invention being brought hither by a 

Frenchman, who was encouraged by the 

Queen and Council, and coined milled 

Money in the mint in the Power, when the 

pieces before mentioned were made with 

graining upon the thick edge of the rim, 

as patterns of milled Money, But this 

Frenchman being detected of counterfeit¬ 

ing and making milled Money out of the 

mint, he was hanged and quartered. Per¬ 

haps the fecret died with him; but I rather 

think it did not anfwer the cod, and there¬ 

fore was laid afide here, as it had been in 

France, Henry the Third, by an edid;' in 

Sicptember 1585, forbidding the ufe of the 

mill, except for Medals and Counters, 

A very idir Sovereign of this milled fort, 

has her head crowned fomething fmaller 

than ufual, as upon her Shilling of the 

* Ib. p. 327. The Anfwer of the Moniers in the mint 

tp Peter Boncleau,fo. i653,p.^o, ^.31. ^ Boiilard,p. 158, 

^ Antivj, plate I y, 

fame 
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fame mintage; Elizabeth, d. g. ang. q.f.i;z. 

FRAN. E T. H I B. R E G I N A . RcVCrfe, I H S. '- 

AVTEM. TRAN. PER. MEDIV. ILLOR. 

I BAT. and the arms crowned, between 

E. R. A rofe the mint-mark. 

As to the Crowns and Half Crowns of 

gold, they are probably no other than the 

Quarter and Half Quarter Sovereigns. 

The lighter Coins of her forty-third* 

year, are known from the other by the 

figures I, or 2, for the mint-marks. 

The Shilling has the Queen’s bufi look¬ 

ing to the left, crowned, a rofe behind the 

head, Elizabeth, d. g. ang. fra. z. 

HiB. REGINA. Reverfe, posvi. dev. 

ADivToREM. MEVM. An efcocheon of 

the arms, divided by the old crofs, with 

the date above, 1575, and afleur de lis the 

mint-mark. 

Another with the fame mint-mark, but 

without the rofe or date, R eg. for regin A. 

and MEv. for mevm. 

A third elizab. d. g. ang. fr. et. 

hib. regi. a key the mint-mark, which, 

Mr. T^horejby * fays, fhews it was coined in 

the Archbifiiop of Y'ork's mint; but it is 

not probable there was any Money coined 

* N°30o. 

in 
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in the Bhhop’s mints after He72ry the 

Eighth, much lefs Shillings^ (when Wolfey 

had been impeached for coining Groats;) 

but it might perhaps be coined in the 

King's mint there. 

ELIZABETH. D. G. ANG. FR. ET. HIB. 

REGINA, with a martlet the mint-mark, 

commonly called a Drake, and the Shilling 

fiom thence the Drake Shilling, in memory 

(as the vulgar have it) of Francis Drake % 

voyage round the world; but is indeed no 

' other than the mint-mark of Sir Richard 

Martin, who was made warden of the 

mint’ the fourteenth of Elizabeth, and in 

_ her twenty-third year mafter-worker, in 

which pod; he continued till the fifteenth 

oi James the Fird; and this mark of the 

martlet he ufed upon the Money, not only 

as allufive to his name, but as being apart 

of his arms, which was granted to him 

when he was warden of the mint. 

Another, like the former, has a crofs 

crofslet the mint-mark, and fra, for 
Frank. 

^s.p.vr. The milled Shilling, with graining upon 

the flat edge, is without circles about the 

» Rymer, tom. i5,p.785, tom. 16,p.414. tom. 17,p, 19. 

legend 5 
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legend; ELIZABETH. D. G. ANG. FRA. 

ET. HiB. REGINA, a mullet of fix points 

the mint-mark. It is a very neat Coin. 

There are Sixpences almofl; of every 

year of her reign, from 1561, both of the 

hammered and milled fort, and leveral 

different ffamps of the fame year : all of 

them have a role behind the Queen’s head, 

crowned, and the fame epigraphe and re- 

verfe as the Shillings, with the date above 

the arms, which, in fome meafure, afeer- 

tains the mint-marks to the refpedive 

years, and by that means determines the 

years by the mint-marks, to thofe other 

Coins which want the dates. The milled 

Sixpences have generally a mullet of fix 

points, or a Jleur de Us the mint-mark. 

There is 'one Sixpence of 1562, weighing 

two pennyweights three grains, which is 

three grains above the full weight, though 

in general they fall Ihort by about feven 

grains; for Lovifon^, who was maffer- 

workerfrom the fourteenth, till the twen- 

ty-fecond of Elizabeth, coined the Money- 

Sixpence Farthing under the ffandard, and 

fhort of weight for divers years, till he 

* Rymer, tom. 15, p.705. Stow’s Survey of Lond. by 
Strype, b. i, ch. 18, p. 100. 

W^S 
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Q. EHz. was detedled by Martin tlie warden • but 
'—-V-'—<, , 

he pleaded neceffity for it, to make amends 

for a bad bargain. And upon a commifTion 

of enquiry, though it appeared, that be- 

lides Eighteenpence in the pound weight, 

which the fubjeft paid to the coinage 

(whereof the Queen had Tenpence, and 

the mailer Eightpence) there was taken 

from the Money Sixpence Farthing more.' 

The commiffioners were fatisficd the work 

could not be performed without it, and, 

even then, was too little to bear all the 

charges; and therefore, in their report to 

the Queen, they propofed to allow him 

Fifteenpence in the pound weight, and dif- 

charge him of w'hat was pall; and if he 

did not accept of that, to appoint another 

in his place, and allow him a penEon. 

s.P.iv. Befides the Sixpences before mentioned, 

there is a rofe one in Speedy having the 

Queen’s bull crowned, looking to the right, 

(contrariwife from the former) the bull 

being larger than ufual, and extending to 

the rim ; Elizabeth, d.g. an. f. & hi. 

REGINA. Reverfe, the arms in a large 

Ihield crowned, and divided by a very broad 

crofs 3 the ufual motto Pofuiy 6cc. and the 

date 
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date in the circumfcription above the Q^eHe. 
arms, 1575. '—^— 

T'horejhy^ mentions a Sixpence counter- 

marked, with the Belgick lion, very fair 

upon the Queen’s breafi:, when £he took 

thofe provinces under her prote(flion. 

There is another ftamped with the arms 

of Zealand, to make it current there. 

I have likewdfe feen a light Sixpence of 

1672, ftamped on the head-fide with a 

figure like an h, probably to denote the 

lightnefs; but when, and upon what occa- 

fion, does not occur. 

The Groats, both of the hammered and iS.p.vi. 

milled Money, are like the Sixpences of the 

fame mintage, but w'ant the rofe behind 

the head, and the date above the arms. 

The Threepences, like the Sixpences, 

have both the rofe and date. 

The Twopences like the Groats, but 

the hammered Twopence has two points or 

dots behind the head. edg. rosa. sine. 

SPIN A. Reverfe, the arms, and ci vitas. 

LONDON/, a tun the mint-mark, and w'^eigh 

from fourteen grains and a half to fixteen. 

One of thefe, with a crefcent the mint- 

mark, weighs eighteen grains, which, by 

* N° 3c6. 

the 
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Q. Eliz. the weight, anfwers to the pieces of Two-* 

pence Farthing, if there were any fuch. 

The milled Twopence is like the Three¬ 

pence, but wants the rofe, (as the Groat) 

and has a mullet of fix points the mint- 

mark, and weighing fixteen grains. 

The Threehalfpenny piece has a rofe^ 

without the Queen’s head, e. d. g. rosa. 

SINE. SPINA. Reverfe, the arms, civi- 

tas. eboraci. Weight twelve grains. 

The Penny is like the Twopence, but 

without the dots, weighing eight grains. 

Apiece like the Penny weighs fix grains, 

perhaps the Threefirthing piece. 

Another piece weighing half a grain 

more, has a rofe behind the Queen’s head, 

and on the reverfe, above the arms, i. 7. 

Mr. T^Joorefiy “ mentions filver Halfpen¬ 

nies, having the rofe on both fides, and 

probably the Farthings had the fame ftamp. 

iS.P.VL 
47. 

The firfi: indenture that mentions Crowns 

and Half Crowns of filver, is in her forty- 

third year. Thefe have her Majefiry’s bufi: 

in her robes crowned, the feeptre in her 

right hand, and orb in her left, a large 

N°3ii. 

ruff 
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niff and collar of rofes about her neck, Q^EHz. 

and the badge of the rofe with pearls pen- '— 

dant thereto, which badge was then, and 

long afterwards, in like manner worn at 

the collars of the officers at arms; Eliza¬ 

beth, I). G. ANG. FRA. ET. HIBER, 

REGINA. Reverfe, the arms, crofs, and 

legend as the Shilling; a figure of i. the 

mint-mark. 

The portcullis, or exportable Money, is 

peculiar to this reign, and very fcarce; it 

was coined by commiflion % the eleventh 

oi January, in her forty-third year, for the 

uffi of the Eaji-htdia Company, and there¬ 

fore called Indian IVXoney. The Queen ** 

would not admit the company, at her firffi 

granting them to be a corporation, to 

tranfport the King of Spain's filver Coin 

into the Eafi-Indies, though the merchants 

preffed it very often, telling her Majefi:y, 

that her filver Coin and damp was not 

known in the Eaji-Indies. To which (he 

replied, that for the reafons the merchants 

alledged, it was her refolution not to grant 

the King of Spain's, or any foreign 

Prince’s Coin, to be fent into India, but 

“ Mint-Books. b Violet’s Appeal to Ca^far, 4to. 1660, 
P.* 25. 26. 

fuch 
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fuch pieces as were coined with her effigies 

on one fide, and the portcullis on the other) 

that the Indians might know her, where- 

ever her merchants traded, to be as great 

a Prince as the King of Spam; and that no 

more fiiould be fent than fiie and her coun¬ 

cil fliould approve. As this was to fupply 

the place of Spanifi Money, which w^as 

befi; known in the Indiesy it was made of 

the jufi; weight and finenefs of the Spanijlo 

Dollar, or piece of eight Rials, and the parts 

of the Dollar, viz. ’ in pieces of eight 

Tellers, four Tellers,' two Tellers, and 

fingle Tellers; the Teller being equiva¬ 

lent to the SpaniJJj Rial of plate. The 

piece of eight Tellers, commonly called 

the Portcullis Crowny W'eighed feventeen 

Pennyweights eleven grains, equal to a 

Spa?jiJh .DoW^iC or piece of eight, and to 

four Shillings and Sixpence Englifi, and 

therefore may not improperly be called 

the EngliJlj Dollar. The lelTer pieces were 

in proportion, and all bore the fame Ramp,, 

having on one fide (inRead of her MnJeRy’s 

head, which feems at firR to have been in¬ 

tended) an efcocheon of her arms crowned, 
\ 

between e. r. crown’d j Elizabeth, d 

G. ANG. FR. ET. niB. REGINA. Reverfe, 

* Mint Books. 

her 
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lier badge of the portcullis crowned, Posvii 

DEVM. ADIVTOREM. MEVM. An annulct 

the mint-mark. 

Tliis was obferved all Qdeen EUiaheih'^ 

reign, but in the next was bought off; 

from which time, to 1660, above fix mil¬ 

lions were exported, befides private ad¬ 

ventures ; and afterwards the fame practice 

was continued in a much greater degree; 

for an author ® computes the exportation 

to our time, at no lefs than a hundred and 

fifty millions; which^ no doubt; was one 

reafon of the fcarcity of good Moneys that 

brought fuch immenfe charge upon the 

nation for re^coinage in King William's 

time : whereas, had Queen Elizabeth's 

rule been obferved, it would,- in fo’me 

meafure, have prevented that inconve- 

niency, and befidcs the faving to the pub¬ 

lic, have done honour to the nation, and 

brought in a confiderable revenue to the 

Crown by the coinage; 

Before the union of the ,twd kingdoms 

in YEmg'Jdmes the FirfI:, there was not any 

brafs or copper Money coined for the ufe 

oi Englandj though our neighbours, the 

* State of the Nation in refpedl of her Credit, Money/ 

&€. 8vo. Lend. 1726, 

S French^ 
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0^ Ehz. French % had it in 1575, as moil: of the 

neighbouring kingdoms and flates had 

fometime before. Queen Elizabethit 

feems, had it under confideration before her 

death, and the quedion was dated to Mar¬ 

tin, warden of the mint, about coining 

Farthings, whether to make them of diver, 

or diver debafed, or copper; and his report 

thereupon was. That if they were of diver 

of the dandard of the other Coins, the 

pieces would be only two grains, neither 

conveniently coined, nor handled for pay¬ 

ment. If they were increafed by a bafe 

dandard to fix grains, which was the 

fmalled they conveniently could be, then 

there would be eighfy in every ounce, and 

in every pound nine hundred and dxty, 

and would be current for twenty Shillings: 

the workmandiip would cod two Shillings 

and Eightpence the pound weight: the 

fmall quantity of diver would* make no 

diew, and would be clearly lod, and as 

eadly counterfeited, as if they were only 

copper; but, if made of copper, they might 

be faithfully made of one pennyweight 

the piece, two hundred and forty in apound, 

and be current for dve Shillings : Thefe 

* LeBlanc, p.271. >> Strype’s Stow, b. i, ch. i8, p. 102. 

would 
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would be apt for ufc, and of infinite con¬ 

tinuance, and in them there was no prece¬ 

dent of embafing. And from this report, 

the Queen certainly intended to coin cop¬ 

per Money for England, as fhe did for 

Irdand. Mr. Ehorejby ^ defcribes a piece in 

his collea;ion, which undoubtedly was a 

defign for a copper Halfpenny, having her 

Majefiiy s cypher under a crown, circum- 

fcribed THE. PLEDGE. OF. Reverfe, arofe 

and crown, A. HALFPENNY. But though 

it does not appear her Majefiy coined any 

copper Halfpence, yet by her authority ^ 

Halfpence of copper were made at Brijlol^ 

for the ufe of that opulent city, having on 

one fide a fiiip, and on the other c. b. fig- 

nifying Civitas BriJioL And thefe went 

current for fmall things 2it Bripi, and ten 

miles round ; and for want of fome fuch 

Money the latter end of her reign, every 

chandler, tapfter, victualler, and -others, 

^ made tokens of leadand brafs for Halfpence. 

The following particular Rate of the 

coinage, from the twenty-fecond oiAugiiji, 

in the twenty-third of Queen Elizabetli 

to the laft of Auguji in her fortieth year, 

Mercatoria, by Gerard 
./Malines, fo. p. 185. 1656. fol. Loud. 

S 2 being 
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being feventeen years, is inferted from an 

old mint-book of the time, which, from 

feveral circumftances, appears to have be¬ 

longed to Sir Richard Martin the mint- 

mafler. 

By commidion, which endured but only 

three months, dated the twcnty-fecond 

of Augujiy the twenty-third year of 

• the Queen. 

Ihwt^ oz.d^t.gr. £. i. d. 

Angel Gold — 984 o i 12 

Silver Money -r 26235 20 o 

'For coinage due to the' 

Queen at three Shillings - ^ 

^ I the pound weight - - 

O 

^ 1 mafter, at four Shillings / 

I andNinepencethepoundj 9 
weight - - _ ^ 

1120 8 6 

For coinage due to the' 

Queen, atTenpence Far¬ 

thing the pound weight 

For coinage due to the*) 

matter, at fourteen Pence >1530 7 8 

the pound weight - -J 
By 
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By indenture which ftill endureth, dated Q^EIIz. 

the thirtieth of January^ the twenty- ' 

£fth year of the Queen’s reign. 

Ib-wt. ox.d^t.gr. 

Angel Gold - 7106 046 

Silv. Money 6321 35 ii 5 o 

'For coinage due to the 

Queen at hfteen Pence (. 

the pound weight - j 

For coinage due to the 

mafter at four ShiF 

lings and Ninepence 

^the pound weight - 

^For coinage due to the 

Queen at Eightpence 

the pound weight - 

Forcoinage due to the 

mafter, at fourteen 

Pence the pound 

s. 

444 

36874 

weight 

d. 

1687 13 6 

'21071 4 o 

12 10 

By another indenture for Crown Gold, 

which flill endureth, dated the tenth of 

in the thirty-fifth year of the 

Queen. 

Ibnut, oz, d^Mt, gr. 

Crown Gold 1918 6 n 20 

S 3 For 
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Q^Ehz. For coinage due to the 1 C- s. 

Queen, at fifteen Pence 

the pound weight - - 

For coinage due to the niaf- 

ter, at five Shillings and 

Ninepence the pound 

weight - - - - _ 

119 18 

J. 

I 

55^ 4 

68^1 6 2 

Charges to be born by the Queen for the 

whole time. 

For the officers fees and 

diet, at four hundred and 

one Pound, fixteen Shil¬ 

lings and Tenpence per 

annum - - „ - _ 

For one Halfpenny by tale, 

granted to the rnoniers 

upon the coinage of every 

pound weight of filver, 

from the thirtieth of 

Januaryy the twenty-fifth 

of Elizabeth - _ _ 
* 

For repairing of buildings, 

at fixty pounds per annum 

1316 18 II 

1020 

Charges 
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Charges to be born by the mafter in the 

coinage of the Monies for the whole 
time. 

d. 

I 10 

To the moniers for coinage ^ 

of every pound weight of / 

filver, at Sevcnpence Far- t 
thing the pound weight j 

For wafte at melting the" 

Fiver, at Threepence the - 8229 12 9 
pound weight - _ - 

For provifion of coals, iron, 

tools, wages, diet, and all 

other expences about 

making the Monies, at 

four hundred Pounds per 
annum - _ - _ „ 

For wafte of gold and melt- - 

ing at Ninepence the 

pound weight - - _ 

6800 

375 II 2 

For coinage to the moniers, 7 
ditto - - _ _ _ \ 

e Queen’s 7 

- - - 1 

375 II 2 

Sum total of the Queen’s 

profits - - 

Sum total of the Queen’s 
charges, is - - - 

Refls to the Queen 

S 4 

22904 o I 

ti’s 7 
> 9168 

13735 15 o 
Sum 
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Sum total of the mafter’s 7 
profits, is - - - » I40S79 

Sum total of the mafter’s 7 , 
_136354 

j. 

charges, is 

Refis clear to the mafter 

More the mafter hath gain- ^ 

ed by Spanijh Money, j 
weighing* four hundredf 

and thirty-eight thoufand f 

pounds weight, at Seven- \ 

pence the pound weight 

The mafter’s whole gains 

The whole weight of 

fine and Crown gold / 

molten in the time | 

aforefaid, is r - J 
The whole weight of 7 

filver molten - - j 

The whole weight of 

fine and Crown gold 

coined in the time 

aforefaid, is - -. 

3 

16 

4. 

11 

4524 6 2 

10044 

5475 

9999 6 2 

oz, gr. 

3 ^9 9 

662324 

10013 6 17 14 

The whole weight of 7 

filver bullion coined | ^5^37^ ? 5 9 

jSo remains in themaf- ■) 
ter’s hands yet un¬ 

coined of gold - - 

Ditto of filver not yet 

coined - - « I 
30 9 I 19 

3953 p 16 3 
All 
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All the filver fterling Money ‘ coined CLEHz. 

in this reign, excluding fome bafe Irijh'—^' 

Monies that were then made, did amount 

to four million, fix hundred and thirty- 

two thoufand, nine hundred and thirty- 

two Pounds, three Shillings, and Twopence 

three Farthings. The gold ", one million, 

live hundred thoufand Pounds. 

The Irijlo % in the beginning of this 

reign, are faid to have a mint of their own, 

but it does not appear they had any Money 

coined there; on the contrary, there is a 

commiffion ^ to Sir Edmund Feckham, 

treafurer, and 'Thomas Stanley^ comptroller 

of the mint in the Tower, and others, to 

convert bafe Money, then current in 

England, into Harp Shillings and Groats, 

and to take four thoufand Pounds bafe 

Monies, to make eight thoufand in Harp 

Shillings and Harp Groats, three ounces 

line, and nine ounces allay; forty fuch 

Shillings to the pound Troy, having the 

Queen’s effigies on the one fide, with her 

ufual Hile, and the harp crowned on the 

other. 

* Lownds, p. 102. ^ State of the Nation in refpeft to 

her Credit, Debts, and Money, 8vo. Lond. 1726, p. 18. 

^ jrilh Hift. lib. p. 166, ^to. Pars, Pat. prime Eliza. 

The 
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Q^Eiiz^ The bafe Money was no fboner prohi¬ 

bited in K?jglandy but it is faid to have been 

carried over to Ireland m great quantities; 

that die Bungalhy as they called them, 

went for Sixpence, and the broad pieces 

for Twelvepence ; but afterwards the for¬ 

mer only for Twopence, and the latter for 

a Groat; and when they were refufed elfe- 

where, they pad'ed in Connaughty the former 

for a Penny, and the latter for Twopence. 

But this was not of long continuance, for 

about the fame time * that the Queen re- 

ftored good Money in Englandy £he did the 

like in Irelandy coining Shillings of the 

value of Ninepence Englijhy and of equal 

finenefs, or at leafli as good as her lifter's, 

which were eleven ounces fine. 

The Shillings are fair pieces, having 

^S.KVI. ber head crowned like the Englijheli- 

ZABETH.D.G.A.F.ET.HIBERNIE.REG. 

Reverfe, in a fhield crowned, three 

harps with the date on each fide, 15-61, 

and tht Englijh motto, Posvi, &c. a harp 

the mint-mark. Some of thefe weigh 

three pennyweights two grains, but others 

no more than two pennyweights twelve 

“ Camden’s Eliz. anno 1560, 

grains* 
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grains. The Sixpence is like the Shilling, 

and the Threepence has the fame ftamp, 

but with the addition of a rofe behind the 
head. 

In her fortieth year was an indenture* 

with Sir Richard Martin, and Richard 

Martin his fon, mafter workers of the 

Q^een s mint in the T’ower, for coining 

five forts of Monies for Ire/and, viz. ShiU 

lings, to be current for Twelvepence 

Half Shillings, Quarter Shillings, Pennies, 

and Halfpennies • and by force of this in¬ 

denture certain quantities of the faid feve- 

ral kinds of Monies were coined and ilTued 

for the payment of her Majelfy’s army in 

that kingdom. And in her forty-third 

year was another indenture, by which were 

coined Irijh Shillings, Sixpences, and 

Threepences, two ounces eighteen penny¬ 

weights fine; the privy marks a cypher, a 

mullet, or a martlet; and likewife IriJ}:> 

Pence and Halfpence of copper, one hun¬ 

dred and ninety and a half to the pound. 

About the fame time was put forth a 

proclamation % comformable to a law 

enacted in the reign of King Henry the 

* Rymer, vol. i6, p. 414. Pat. 43 Eliz. »> Mint Books. 
' Camden’s Eiiz. i^oi. 

267 

Q^EHz. 

’-V—» 

Seventh, 
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C^Eiiz.^ Seventh, that no man fliould carry over 

any Englijh Money into Ireland. 

This debafement of the Iriflj Money, 

Buckhurji', Lord Treafurer, extorted from 

the Queen,out of a neceflity, as he alledged, 

thtlriflj war drawing yearly out oiEngland 

above one hundred and hxty thoufand 

Pounds iferling; but the Queen herfelf was 

averfe to it, faying, it would much reflecft 

upon her credit, and difoblige the army. 

Whether it turned to the advantage of the 

Queen, or not, fays Camden, I do not know; 

but to the treafurer’s and paymafter’s, no 

doubt it did, whofe covetous humour may 

feem to have fird; contrived it. 

This bafe Money was afterwards made 

current by proclamation, wherein it is de- 

feribed ’’ to be ftamped on one fide with 

her highnefs’s arms, crowned, and inferip- 

tion of her ufual ftyle, and on the other 

with the harp crowned, &c. As alfo cer¬ 

tain pieces of fmall Money, of Pence, 

Halfpence, and Farthings, for the ufe of 

the poorer fort, flamped on each fide as 

the other; and the proclamation takes 

notice, that the filver was three ounces fine, 

* Camden’s Eliz, i6oi. ^ Irifh Hift. Library, ch, of 
Money. 

though. 
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though, as I have obferved above, it was Q^EH^. 

but two ounces eighteen pennyweights,' 

and the goldfiniths valued a Shilling at no 

more than Twopence fterling. 

The Shillings of this coinage have on 

one fide the arms, Elizabeth, d. g. 

ANG. FR. ET. HIRER. REG. Rcverfe, 

the harp crowned, posvi. devm. adiv- 

TOREM. MEVM. 

As this Money was coined in England 

for the ufe of Ireland^ it was returned thi¬ 

ther by way of exchange, for which pur- 

pofe a new office was eredted *, called "The 

Office of Exchanger hetwee?i England and 

Ireland, and every perfon for twenty Shil¬ 

lings Irijh delivered in Ireland^ was to re¬ 

ceive nineteen Shillings in England, and 

for twenty Shillings paid in England, to 

receive twenty-one Shillings in Ireland-, 

and this new ftandard being made current 

all other Coins were ordered to be brought 

into the treafury, to the great lofs of the' 

foldiers, and, at the fame time taking away 

the allowance of one Shilling in the Pound 

for exchange, bred a general grievance. 

This likewife brought back all the old 

» Rymer, tom. 16, p. 414. i6oi.pat. 43 Eliz. 

^ Irifli Hill, Library, chap, of Money. 

\ bafc 
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Money that had formerly been de¬ 

cried j fo that, befides the Queen’s adul¬ 

terate Coin, at the clofe of her reign, they 

had, Firjiy broad-faced Groats, coined 

originally for Fourpence, but now worth 

Eightpence. Secondly, Crofs-keele Groats, 

flainped with a triple crown, coined 

like wife for Fourpence, but of more value 

now, and were either fent hither by the 

Popes, or for their honour had this ftamp 

fet upon them. Thirdly, Dominus Groats, 

of like fnenefs, coined by fuch of our 

Kings who flyled themfelves Dominus Ili^ 

hernicz. Fourthly, Rex Groats, of thofe who 

ftyled themfelves Kings of Ireland, fo bad, 

their intrinfic value was not above Two¬ 

pence. Fifthly, White Groats, fo bafe, that 

fometimes nine of them were given for an 

Fnglijh Shilling. They had alfo Brafs Har¬ 

pers, which were as big as a Shilling, but 

went for no more than a Penny, and Far¬ 

things of the fame metal, called Smulkins. 

The Queen’s copper Money ioe Ireland 

had the arms between e. r. Reverfe, the 

harp crowned, and a date at bottom, i6oi, 

with the legend on both lides, as the bafe 

Shilling, the mint-mark afieur de Us within 

2 crefcent. This was the firfl copper Money 

coined 
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coied by any of our Princes, and as they 

were coined in England, might probably 

be current here as well as in Ireland, 

yAMES I. A. D. 1602-3, 

iMmediately upon the demife of Queen 

Elizabeth, the crown of England lawfully® 

defcended to yaines King of Scotland, 

whereby the two kingdoms became united 

under one Imperial crown; and becaufe^ 

the Scotch nobility, and others who at¬ 

tended his Majcfly hither, could not be 

provided with current EngliJlj Money, the 

Scotch gold Coin, called the Six Pound Piece, 

was made current for Ten Shillings, and to 

be equal to the Englifi Angel, or Sovereign 

of gold. 

The firfl: indenture'for coinage is with 

S\r Ptchard Martin, and his fon, mailers 

and workers, dated the twenty-firil oiMay, 

in his hr/lyear, for coining gold of twenty- 

three carrats, three grains and a half fine, 

into pieces of Ten Shillings, Five Shillings, 

Two Shillings and Sixpence, (which 

® Stat. I. Jac. 1, c. I. Proclamation in Rymer, 

tom. 16, p. 605. 'Mint Books. 

mufl 

James I. 

% 
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James 1. mufl; bcAngels, Half and Quarter Angels,) 

privy mark a f eur de lis\ and of Crown gold 

twenty-two carrats fine, pieces of Twenty 

Shillings,Ten Shillings, Five Shillings,and 

Two Shillings and Sixpence (meaning So-* 

vereigns. Half Sovereigns, Crowns, and 

Half Crowns,) privy mark the thiftle; and 

of filver. Crowns, Half Crowns, Shillings, 

Sixpences, Twopences, Pence, and Half¬ 

pence j all of the fame weight and good- 

nefs, as were coined hy the forty-third of 

Queen Elizabeth. Thofe firfi; Coins are 

known from others of the fame fpecies, hy 

the titles ang. sco. For the next year, 

by proclamation * dated the twentieth of 

Oclobcr^ afiumed the title of 

King of Great Britain, which ftyle was 

directed by the proclamation to be thence¬ 

forth ufed upon the Coin. 

The eleventh of November was a new 

indenture with the fame perfons as before, 

raifing the pound of Crown gold to 

thirty-feven Pounds, four Shillings in 

tale, and the pound of filver into fixty- 

two Shillings by tale, to be coined into 

feveral new fpecies of Money, as particu- 

» Rymer, tom, 16, p.603. 

larly 
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larly fpecified in a proclamation for makino- 

the fame current, bearing date the fixteenth 

of the fame month. Mr. has 

mifplaced this indenture to his fird: year. 

The proclamation "fets forth, That, to 

remedy the inconvenience by the 

Com, being current here at equal value 

with the Englijhy and to prevent the ex¬ 

portation of the EngHfi gold Coin, as had 

been done of late in large quantities, the 

fame not bearing a due proportion to the 

lilver, as in other nations; and being worth 

more in its true value than allowed for 

here, his Majefty had caufed new Coins, 

both of gold and filver, to be made of 

feveral flamps, weights, and values, but of 

one uniform llandard and allay, to be cur¬ 

rent within the kingdom of Great Eritain, 

That is to fay, 

“ One piece of gold of the value of 

twenty Shillings fterling, to be called the 

“ IJnitiey flamped on the one fide with oure 

pidture formerly ufed, with this oure 

ifyle, yacobus. L). G. Mag. Erit. Franc. 

& Hib. Rex. And on the other f de oure 

“ armes crowned, and with this word, 

Factam eos in Gentem unam. 

*P.52. ** Rymer, tom. i6, p. 605. 

T One 
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One other gould Money of tenne Shil- 

** lings, to be called the Double Crowne. 

And one other gould Money of live 

“ Shillings, to be called the Britaine 

** Crowne; on the one lide with oure pic- 

ture accuftomed, and oure ftile as afore- 

“ faid 5 and on the other fide oure armes, 

** and this word, Henricus Rojas, Regna 

“ jacobus, 

“ One other piece of four Shillings, to 

“ be called the T^hijlle Crowne, having on 

“ the one fide a rofe crowned, and oure 

“ title, ja. D. G.Mag. Brlti F, & H. Rex j 

and on the other fide a thiftle flower 

“ crowned, with this word, T'ueatur Unit a 

“ Deus, 

“ Alfo, pieces of two Shillings Sixpence, 

to be called Halfe Crownes, with oure 

pidture accuftomed, and this word, j. D, 

“ G. Rofa fine Spina 3 and on the other fide 

“ oure armes, and this word, FueaturUnita 

“ Deus* 

‘‘ And for filver Moneys, pieces of Five 

Shillings, and "Fwo Shillings Six-pe?ice, 

“ having on the one fide oure pidlure on 

“ horfeback, and oure ftile aforefaid. 

** And pieces of twelve-pence, and 

“ Six-pence, having oure pidlure formerly 

‘‘ ufed 
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ufed, and cure flilc as aforefaid^ and on 

“ the other lide oure armes, and this word, 

** Deus conjunxif, nemo feparat^ 

Alfo pieces of T^wo-pence^ having on 

‘‘ the one fide a rofe crowned, and about 

“ it Z). G. Rofajine Spinay and on the 

“ other fide a thiftle flower crowned, and 

about it, rueatur Unita Deus, 

“ And one Penny, having on the one 

“-fide a rofe, and about it J, D, G, Ro/a 

fine Spina-y and on the other fideathifl:le 

flower, and about it T'ueatur Deus, 

“ And the Halfpennyy having on the one 

flde a rofe, and on the other flde a thiflle 
flower.” 

The next year, by an indenture", dated 

the flxteenth of fulyy a pound weight of 

gold of the old ifandard, was to make forty ■ 
Pounds ten Shillings by tale, in Rofe Rials> 

at thirty Shillings each 3 Spur Rials, at 

fifteen Shillings; and Angels, at ten 

Shillings : privy mark, the rofe. 

The ninth oiMay 1611, being the ninth 

year of this reign, the King (as ufual) was 

prefent" at the trial of the Pix, and dili- 

*■ Mint-Books. Lownds, p. 53 

T 2 

** Stow, p. 911, 

gently 
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James I. gently viewed and examined the ftate of" 

' Money and mint, and the eighteenth 

of the fame month a proclamation" was 

made to prevent the culling out, melting, 

and tranfporting the weighty gold Money, 

gold becoming fo fcarce in Kngldnd, that 

for near two years there was not any ufual 

payment made in gold, and the gold Coin 

called the Unitie^ which was here worth 
but twenty Shillings, was valued in foreign 

parts at twenty-two Shillings. This v/as 

owing to the great quantity of filver 

brought into Europe, upon the opening of 

the mines of Peru and Mexico. For reme¬ 

dying this inconveniency, the gold Money 

was raifed two Shillings in the Pound by 

proclamation, the twenty-third of Novem¬ 

ber, viz. 
s. d. 

The piece of gold called the Umtie 22 

The piece of gold called the Double 

Crown ------- 
. ' Brit nine CrowJie - 56 

Phijlle Crowne - 29 

The piece of gold of Scotland called 

the Six Pound Piece - - - 

» Stow, p. 912. 

All 
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All other pieces of gold of the Coin of jam« i. 

any former Kings of this realm, at that'—^ 

time current, were to bear the like increafe 

of price in proportion, viz. 

• J 

The following year, by indenture’ with 

Sir RtchciT'd mailer and worker, 

dated the eighteenth of May, a pound of 

gold of the old llandard, was to make 

forty-four Pounds by tale, in Rofe Rials, 

Spur Rials, and Angels : and the pound 

of crown gold .forty Pounds, eighteen 

Shillings, and Fourpence, in Unites at 

twenty-two Shillings, double Crowns at 

eleven Shillings, Britijh Crowns at five 

Shillings and Sixpence, Thifile Crowns at 

four Shillings and Fourpence three Far¬ 

things, or Half BritiJJj Crowns at two Shil¬ 

lings and Ninepence a-piece. And upon 

the 
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James I. the death of Sir Richard Martin, a com- 

' miffion % dated the twenty-third of Augujl 

1615, was diredted to the Lord Knivet, 

and Edmund Doobleday, warden, and other 

officers of the mint, to coin the fame fort 

of Money as had been formerly coined by 

the faid indenture of the eighteenth of 

Mayfo that the pound of fine gold was 

raifed feven Pounds ten Shillings, and the 

pound of crown gold feven Pounds eight 

Shillings and Fourpence above what it was 

in Queen Elizabeth'% time. 

The third of September, 1619, in the 

feventeenth year of King "James, was a new 

Coin with his head furrounded with a 

laurel, wherefore it foon got the name of 

Laurels among the vulgar, of different 

values, viz. Twenty Shillings, with XX. 

behind the head, ten Shillings, with X, 

and five Shillings with V, Thefe were of 

crown gold', and the fame year were 

coined pieces of thirty Shillings, fifteen 

Shillings, and ten Shillings, and new An¬ 

gels of the old flandard, Thefe were pro¬ 

bably the fame fpecies and value as men¬ 

tioned in an indenture in his twenty-firff 

a Rymer, tom. 17, p. 19.1617, Pat. 15 J. i, p. 13. dorf. 

*> Camden’s Annals pf Jantps I. 1619, 
year. 
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year. This indenture‘is dated the feven- 

teenth of "Julyy with Randal Cranjieldy 

nialler-worker in the "Towery for making 

Rofe Rials at thirty Shillings, Spur Rials 

at fifteen Shillings, and Angels at ten 

Shillings of the old flandard. The pound 

by tale forty-four Pounds ten Shillings ; 

to the King for coinage fifteen Shillings j 

to the mafler two Shillings ; and to the 

moniers four Shillings: and of crown gold. 

Unites, at twenty Shillings, forty-one to 

the pound; Double Crowns at ten Shil¬ 

lings, ^ndBritain Crowns at five Shillings: 

which ftandard of twenty-two carrats fine, 

and two allay, the King ordained and efla- 

blifhed to be the right flandard of the faid 

three Monies. For coinage of the fame 

fifteen Shillings per pound to the King, 

and fix Shillings and Fivepence to the 

mafter and moniers : and of filver Money, 

pieces of five Shillings, half five Shillings, 

Shillings, (fixty-two to the pound) half 

Shillings, Twopences, Pence, and Half¬ 

pence. But, upon divers complaints, the 

faid Cranjield^ was fequeflered the thir- 

■ zi James I. 19. pt. Clauf. N° 2. 

^ Rymer’s Fadera, tom. i8, p. 6. 

T4 teen tb' 
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^James I. tccnth oi'Januaryy in the laft year of King 

yantes. 

There were likevvife four different pro¬ 

clamations * in his tenth, fixteenth, twen¬ 

tieth, and twenty-fecond year, to prevent 

the exportation and confumption of Coin 

and bullion; and to bring the fame, as well 

into the kingdom, as into the mint. For 

this purpofe, a price was fet upon the fe- 

veral fpecies of foreign Coin. All profit 

to be made hereof upon the exchange of 

gold and filver Money was prohibited, as 

well as the melting of Coin ; and to pre¬ 

vent unneccffary wafte, all gold and filver 

foliage was forbid^to be ufed on buildings, 

furniture, cloaths, or other ornaments, 

except in armour or weapons, or in arms 

or enfigns of honour, at funerals, or 

monuments of the dead; and forbidding 

the making of gold and filver thread, and 

enjoining that the ftatute of the fourth of 

Henry the Seventh fhould be duly obferved; 

and, Lajlly, the King abolifhed the com^ 

pany of Gold Wire-Drawers : but, as to 

the exportation, there was a faving claufe 

for the Kajl-India Company, not to dif- 

charge any liberty which they had, by the 

f Rymer, tom. 17, p. 133, 376,605. 

Jawful 
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lawful ufe and pradfice of their charter, 

being a company tliat deferved fo well to 

be upheld and encouraged. 

The Sovereign of his firfl: coinage’ of 

crown gold, or new fterling, has ’his 

figure in wrought armour, crowned, look¬ 

ing to ‘the left,' the fcepter in his right 

hand refting upon his flioulder, and orb in 

his left hand, being likewife reprefented 

with a beard and whifkers, which we fee 

upon all his Money, butTad not been ufed 

before fince Henry the Third, except upon 

the broad-faced filver, and the gold Money 

of Henry the Eighth; Jacob vs-, d. g. 

ANG. SCO. FRAN. ET. HIE. REX. Rcverfe, 

in a fliield crowned between i. r. the arms, 

viz. quarterly; hrft and fourth, France 

and England, quarterly; fecond, Scotland-, 

third, Ireland; with this epigraphe, which 

he had formerly ufed upon fome' of his 

Scotch Coins; exvrgat. devs. dissi- 

PENTVR. INIMICI. (Pfalm nj. \ 

A thidle-head the mint-mark. 

The Half Sovereign has the King’s bud 

in armour^crowned, and a long beard, the 

like epigraphe, but hirer, for hib. and 

the fame reverfe. 

The 

James 1. 

I 
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'T'lie Unite, or Sovereign of crown gold, 

vulgarly called Scepfery from the fcepter 

thereon, has the King’s figure like a So¬ 

vereign, but in plain armour j his fi;yle 

being now altered upon the Money; i aco- 

BVS.D.G.MAG. BRIT. FRA. ET. HI. REX. 

• But on his great feal he fi;ill continued the 

title of England and Scotland, becaufe there 

were fiill feparatc feals as diftincft king¬ 

doms. The reverfe of this is alfo like the 

Sovereign, but with a different and fuita- 

ble motto; faciam. eos. in. gentem. 

VNAM. Thefe have various mint-marks, 

as a caflle, jieur de Its, thiflle, cinqfoil, &c. 

The Double Crown has hisbufl crowned, 

with the like epigraphe and reverfe as the 

former, but this legend, henric. rosas. 

REGNA. lAcoBvs. alluding to the union 

of the two rofes, or houfes of Tork and 

Lancajler, by Henry the Seventh, and of 

^the two kingdoms by himfelf, as he ob- 

ferved in his firfi: fpeech to his Parliament. 

This has a rofe for the mint-mark. 

Another, after the railing of the gold, 

has XI. behind the head. 

The Britaine Crown is like the Double 

Crown, but has i. r. on the fides of the 

crown 
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crown above the arms. A rofe the mint- James i. 

mark. ' 

The Thiftle Crown has a rofe flipt and 

crowned, between i. R. and this epigraphe, 

lA. D. G. MAG. BR. FR. ET. HI. REX. iS.P.VI. 

Reverfe, tveatvr. vnita. devs. A thif- 

tie llipt and crowned between i.r. and a 

caftle the mint-mark. 

The Half Crown has the King’s buft 

crowned as before, i. d. g. rosa. sine', 

spina. Reverfe like the Britaine Crown, 

only in this the fhield of arms extends, at 

top, to the edge of the Coin. A jieur^delh 

the mint-mark. 

The Rofe Rial, or Royal, of thirty Shil¬ 

lings, is the very fame Coin which in the 

times of his predecelTors was called a Save* 

reign, being of £ne gold, exhibiting his 

figure fitting upon his throne, in Rate, 

with the portcullis at his feet, like theirs, 

IACOBVS. D. G. mag. BRIT. FRAN. ET. 

HiBER. REX. Reverfe, the double rofe, 

with the arms as before defcribed, in the 

center, and the legend ufed by QnttnMary, 

A. DNO. FACTVM. EST. ISTVD. ET. EST. 

MiRAB. IN. ocv. NRis, Mint-marks, a 

caRle, a rofe, a key, 6cc, 

His 
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^ His Spur Rial has his figure like the old 

Rial or Noble, handing in a fhip in ar¬ 

mour, and crowned, a fword in his right 

hand, and in his left a large fliield with 

^ • his arms. Upon the fide of the fhip a rofe, 

and at the head a flag, with the initial 

letter i. in it; iacobvs. d. g. mag. 

BRIT. FRAN. ET. HiB. REX. Reverfe, a 

fun with a rofe in the center, the four car¬ 

dinal rays flor^ with a fleur de Us at the 

points, and a lion of England under a 

crown in each quarter, all within the old * 

rofe as ufual, very nearly refembling Queen 

Marys Rial, (except in the fafhion of the 

Ihip) and with the fame legend, but in 

Roman characters; a, dno. factvm. est. 

ISTVn. ET. EST. MIRABILE. A rofe thc 

mint-mark. 

.. The Thirty Shilling Pieces, of the old 

flandard, coined in his feventeenth year, 

have the figure of the King fitting in his 

chair of Rate, in his robes, having about 

his neck a large' ruff, (which I have not 

obferved upon any other of his Coins) and 

likewife the collar of the garter, (which 

he firft put upon his great feal, and upon 

his gold Money.) The crown upon his 

he^d, fcepter in his right hand, and orb 
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in his left, refting his feet upon a port- j 

cullis i the ground diapered with rofes and ^ 

Jieurs de //>, and the back of the chair 

adorned with thirties; iacobvs d.g.ma*. 

BRI. FR. ET. HI. REX. Reverfe, an efco- 

cheon of the arms within a broad ‘circle, 

both divided by the old crofs jiori; each 

quarter of the circle charged with a lion 

of England^ between a fleur de Us and a rofe, 

and over the arms XXX. for the value! 

The mint-marks various; as a jleur de Its, 

a mullet, a trefoil, a thirtle. 

The Fifteen Shilling Piece, of the fame 

mintage, has the Scotifi lion fejant, holding 

the fcepter in his right paw, and with his 

left fupporting the rtiield of arms, between 

the figures X. and V. denoting the value. 

IACOBVS. D. G. MAG. BRIT. FRA. ET. 

HiB. REX. Reverfe, exadlly like the Spur 

Royal. 

The Twenty Shilling Piece (of the fame 

year) of crown gold, commonly called 

Broad Pieces, and Laurels, by way of dif- 

tindtion from the Unites, which were like- 

wife vulgarly called Broad Pieces, Thefe 

have the King’s hurt laureat, looking to 

the right, and XX. behind the’ head. 

IACOBVS. d.g.mag.bri.fra.et.hib. 
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Reverfe, the cfcocheon of arms 

crowned, and divided by the old crofs. 

F A CIA M • £OS« IN. GENTE M. V N A M« 

The mint-marks, a jieiir de Us, a thiftle, a 

» mullet, a cinqfoil. One with a trefoil, 

has a fmaller fliield than ufual. 

*S.P.IV. The leffer pieces, of Ten Shillings, and 

Five Shillings, are’like the Twenty Shilling 

Piece, diftinguiflied by the figures X. and 

V. behind the head, both of them bearing 

the legend, henricvs. rosas. regna. 

lACOEVS. 

The Angel has St. Michael ufual, and 

reverfe, the fliip with three marts, having 

. a large main-fail, with the arms thereon. 

On the fide of the fhip, lions andJieursde Us-, 

at the head and rtern a lion rampant, and a 

like lion in a flag or rtreamer, pendant 

from the main-top-mart-head. A mullet 

the mint-mark. 

The new Angel of Ten Shillings is like 

the former, but has X. for the value under 

the Angel. 

The Shilling of his firrt coinage, has 

his hurt in armour, crowned, looking to 

the left, with a large beard and murtachees; 

XII. behind the head; iacobvs. d, g. 

ANG. SCO. FRA. ET. HIB, REX. Reverie, 

a plain 



OF English Money. 28/ 

tt plain efcochcon of the arms, exvrgat. James r. 

DEVS. DISSIPENTVR. INIMICI. An ef- 

callop, or Jieur de Its, the mint-mark. 

A Sixpence, with VI. behind the head, 

like the Shilling, and the date 1604 above 

the arms 5 a jieur de Its the mint-mark. 

The Shilling, after the alteration of the iS.p.vi. 

Ilile, lACOBVS. D. G. MAG. BRIT. FRA. 

ET. HiB. REX. and XII. behind the head 

as the former. Reverfe, the arms in a plain 

fllield ; QViE. DEVS. CONIVNXIT. NEMO. 

SEP ARE T. Mint-marks, an efcallop, 

corone t, or jieur de Us, &c. 

Another has bri. for brit. with the 

Prince’s devife, or Welch feathers, through 

a coronet, above the arms, being of the 

W'^Ich mines * in Cardtganjlnre, difcovered 

in this reign by Sir Hugh Middleton, and 

have been worked ever lince with fuccefs ; 

whereas all others in Etigland have not 

anfwered the charges of working. Nor 

does Great Britain want gold mines, for 

fuch have been difcovered at Crayford^ 

* Cliamb. State of England, nineteenth edit. 1700, p. 3a. 

Heylin’s Cofmography, fol. Lond, p. 276. f Malincs, 

P- i^h 184. 

Moore 
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James I. Aloot’e in Scotland^ in thefands of the river, 
twenty-two carrats fine, and the like in 
Englandy at Brickill-Hilly near Spiljbury in 
Lancajlnre y but it is not likely they af¬ 
forded any quantity to fet the mints at 
work. 

The Twopence has his Majefty’s buff 

like the Shilling, with II. behind the head; 
I. D. G. ROSA. SINE. SPINA. Reverfe, a 
plain fhield of the arms, with a thiftle head 
above it, and the fame mint-mark. 

iS.p.VI. The Penny has I. behind the head, and 
^ the fame mint-mark. 

Another with 2. Jieur de lis for the mint- 
mark, has two fceptres in faltier behind 

the arms. 
The Rofe Twopence has a rofe crowned, 

I. D.G. ROSA. SINE. SPINA. Rcverfc, a 

thiftlecrowned, tveatvr.vnita. devs. 

A thiftle the mint-mark. 
The Penny like the Twopence, but 

wants the crown : Some of thefe have the 

motto, Tueatiir Unita DeuSy on both fides, 
and are heavier than the former. 

The Halfpennies have the rofe on one 
fide, and thiftle on the other, without any 
infcription; but fome have the rofe on 

both fides. 

« 

There 
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There is likewife a very neat Penny of 

the milled fort, weighing fix grains, havinsr'—^—' 

on one fide the letters i. r. under a crown, 37, 

and between a fmall rofe and thiftle. Re^ 

verfe, a portcullis, crowned. 

The Crown Piece of the firfl coinage, 

exhibits the King on horfeback in armour, 

crowned, and holding a drawn fword upon 

his flioulder : upon the trappings of the 

horfe a rofe, crowned, iacobvs. d. g. 

ANG. SCO. FRAN. ET. HiB. REX. Reverfe, 

an efcocheon of the arms, exvrgat. 

DEVS. D IS SI PENT VR. INIMlCI. A thiftle- 

head the mint-mark. 

The Half Crown like the Crown. 

The Crown and Half Crown, after he 

took the ilile 'of Great Britain, has his 

fgiire like the former, only the rofe and 

crown upon the horfe-trappings are 

fmaller; iacobvs. d.g. mag. br i . fran. 

ET. HIB. REX. Reverfe as before, but 

a different legend; qu^. devs. coni- 

VNXIT.NEMO. SEPARET. A Jkur de Us 

thiflle the mint-mark. 

There is alfo an EngliJJj Crown, with 

the thiftle, crowned, upon the horfe’s fur¬ 

niture. 

U The 
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The neceffity of coining copper Money 

at this time, appeared by the prodigious 

quantity of private tokens of lead and 

brafs, which every tradefman made and 

paid for Halfpence. Sir Robert Cotton^ 

reckoned there were above three thoufand 

retailers of vi(ftuals and fmall wares, in and 

about London, that ufed their own tokens; 

that, one with another, coft yearly five 

Pounds a-piece, whereof the tenth re¬ 

mained not to them at the year’s end ; and 

when they renewed their flore, it amounted 

to fifteen thoufand Pounds, befides what 

was in other parts of the kingdom. He 

therefore propofed the coining of tokens 

by the King’s authority, whereby the ad¬ 

vantage made by the retailers might accrue 

to the crown. Whereupon it pleafed the 

King^ to approve of the making of Far¬ 

thing Tokens, to abolifh the faid leaden 

Tokens, in derogation of the King’s pre¬ 

rogative royal; v/hich Farthing Tokens, 

being made by Engines, of mere copper, 

in the year 1613, have on the one fide two 

feepters crofiing under the diadem, in 

a Cotton’s Pieces, 8vo. Lond. 1672, p. 199, 200. 

^ Gerard Malyne’s Confuetudo, vel Lex Mercatoria, 

1656, folio, p. 185. 

remem- 
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tertiembrance of the union between England J 

and Scotland, and on the other fide the harp '' 

forwith this infcription, iacobvs. 

D. G.MAGNAi. BRIT.FRANi ET.HIBER. 

REX. For thefe a method of rechange ^ was 

fettled, whereby the fubjed: had the ufe 

without lofs, and the fame were generally 

current throughout England, Ireland, and 

IVales, to the benefit of all forts of peopki 

So that thefe pieces were not Irijh Money 

(as they are generally efi;eemed‘from the 

harp upon them) but defigned to be equally 

current in both kingdoms* 

In an old mint-hook I find this account 

of the Mooney coined in the firft ten years 

of Ydmgyames's reign* 

. -r. d. 
In Angel Gold by tale - 13177 i 7^ 

Crown-Gold - - - 838428 10 10 

InJierlingEnglifi Money 1378902 i 9 

But the whole filver Money, as we have 

it in Mr. ZdJ'tW/’s ” Effay, is thus calcu¬ 

lated, viz. 

Si d» 

In his firft twelve years 1558014 9 9 

* Rymer, tom. i8, p. io8. ^ Lownds, N°i03. 

U2 In 



292 An Historical Account 

L' /. d. 

James I. In the feven laft years - 102981 9 8 

And adding, by eftimationj-^ 

for two or three inter¬ 

mediate years 

The whole will amount to 1700000 o o 

39004 o 7 

The Scotch Coins of King James, after 

he was King of England, are but few : by 

Scotch Coins, meaning only pieces coined 

in Scotland, of a different fpecies from the 

Englijh, or bearing fome national diflino¬ 

tion : for, as for thofe pieces of gold and 

filver, made current in the united kingdom 

of Great Britain, by the King’s proclama¬ 

tion in his fecond year, though Vix. Ander- 

fon has inferted them as Coins of Scotland 

in his T^abks, they may much more 

properly be called being of a fpecies 

never known in Scotland before, coined in 

England, and principally for the ufe of 

England, and no other than the Coins of 

England made current in Scotland by pro¬ 

clamation, becaufe it was found inconve¬ 

nient to have the Scotch Jpecies current 

here. 

A Sovereign of his firft year, is like the 

Englijh, but his figure larger than ordinary, 

and the fcepter very broad. Reverfe, the 

Afield 
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fiiield of arms, wherein Scotland is borne 

quarterly, in the firli; and fourth quarters ; 

w'hich diftingiiiflies the Scotch Coins from 

the Englijh of the fame fpecies. The legend, 

exvrgat. DEVS. &c. A thiflle the mint- 

mark. Coined, perhaps, before he left 

Scotland, 

Thefilver Crown, Half Crown, Shilling 

and Sixpence, is like the EngliJlj, but quar¬ 

tering the arms of Scotland m the fir/l and 

fourth quarters, France and England, quar¬ 

terly in the fecond, and Irelandin the third. 

Cty . D E V S. C O NIV N XIT. N E M O. s E P A R E T. 

A copper piece, iacobvs. d. g. mag. 

BRIT. The branched thiflle. Reverfe, 

FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. behind a lion, two 

points. The half of it has one point be¬ 

hind the lion. 

In Ireland, King yames finding the re¬ 

bellion wholly fupprelTed by Queen Eliza^ 

beth, called in “ her mixed Money ; and by 

indentures ” the twentieth of Augujl, in 

his hrll; year, and the twelfth of yanuary, 

in his fecond year. Shillings and Sixpences 

were coined, and fent over thither, of the 

fame goodnefs as their old ones, being about 

three quarters the value of the Englijh, 

, f Jrifh Hiilt lib. chap, of Money, Mint Books. 

u 3 ■ Thofe 
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Thofe of his firft and fecond year, before 

he afl limed the title of Great Brit aw y have 

his head, or ‘buft in armour, crowned 

looking to the left; iacobus. d. g. ang, 

SCO. FRA. ET. HIB. REX. Reverfe, the 

harp crowned; exvrgat.devs.dissi^ 

PENTVR. iNiMici. A bell themint-mark, 

Theother, i acobvs. d. g. mag. briT. 

FRAN, ET, HI B. REX. Reverfe, H E N R I- 

CVS. ROSAS. REGNA. I ACOBVS. A martlet 

or a rofe for the mint-mark. 

The Sixpences are like the Shillings, 

but with this legend, tveatvr. vnita, 

DEVS, 

The copper Money (like his fon’s) has 

two fcepters in faltier through the crown ; 

lACo.D.G.MAG.BRi.orBRiT. Reverfe, 

the harp crowned, fra. et. hib.rex. it 

is extremely thin, and no bigger than a 

lilver Twopence; and it is probable was 

defigned for the ufe of Bngland as well as 

Ireland. 

In the firft ten years* of this reign there 

was coined in Irijh Sterling Money, one 

hundred and lixty-lix thoufand, two, 

hundred and feventy-three Pounds, eleven 

Shillings. 

^ Mi^trBooks, 
CHARLES, 
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CHARLES I. A. D. 1625. 

Tpi E laft indenture, of the twenty- Chariesi. 

hrft of King with Randill Cran- ' ^ ' 

field, mafter-worker of the mint, being 

determined by his Majefly’s deceafe, a 

commiflion “ was iifued five days after to 

Sir Edward Vi liters, and Sir William Park~ 

hurft, knights, wardens of the mint, and 

others, impowering them to coin all bul¬ 

lion of gold and filver brought to the 

mint, and to continue the fame ftamp till 

others could be provided, in the fame 

manner as the faid Sir Randill Cranfield 

fhould have done by the faid indenture. 

But probably there was but little Money 

coined under this commiflion; for the 

fourth of Septetnber, a proclamation ^ was 

iffued, for making the Silver Coin of 

France, called the Cardecue, current at 

nineteen Pence Halfpenny, which his 

Majefty received for the Queen’s portion, 

and intended to have had new jftamped at 

the Lower; but’by reafon the plague had 

taken hold of many of the workmen of the 

mint, was prevented ; under colour of this 

» Rymer, tom. 18, p._6, i April. Ib. p. 184. 

procla- 
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Charles L proclamation, other like Monies, which 

were light, having been imported, another 

proclamation * was made the twenty-fixth 

oijuly following, to prohibit the currency 

of thefe Cardecues. The next year, by a 

com miffion '’dated the fourteenth oiAuguJi, 

the two wardens before-mentioned, Ri¬ 

chard Rogers ^ Efq. comptroller, znd Andrew 

Palmer^ Efq. affay-malfer, or any three of 

them, were appointed commiffioners for 

coining Money of filver and gold, in fuch 

fpecies as were ufually coined in the mint, 

with the King’s pidure, titles, arms, and 

inferiptions, as formerly they did, till his 

Majefty Ihould make a further fettling. 

The filver to make of current Money three 

Pounds ten Shillings and Sixpence, and the 

crown gold forty-four pounds by tale, to 

be delivered by weight, as was then done : 

, and the warden was to take up for the 

King’s ufe, of every pound weight of 

Elver Money five Shillings and Sixpence 

by tale, out of which the moniers were to 

have a Penny for the better fizing the 

Money, and fourteen Pence for the work- 

ing, as then ufed ; and of every pound of 

» Rymer, tom. 18, p. 736. b Ib. 740, 2 Car. i pat. 2. 

crown 
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crown gold two Pounds twelve Shillings, 

out of which to be allowed for workman- ^ 

fliip five Shillings; and the commifTioners 

were to be allowed after the rate of feven- 

teen Pence upon every pound weight of 

Angel and Crown Gold, out of the fix 

Shillings for coining Angel Gold, and fix 

Shillings and Fivepence for Crown Gold, 

formerly allowed •, and for every pound 

weight of filver fourteen Pence. The fame 

powers were renewed by another commif- 

fion* to the fame effedl, dated the feventh 

of September following, to continue until 

the indenture intended to be made was 

fully effedled. 

This indenture is dated the eighth of 

November, in his fecond year, with Sir 

Robert Harley, Knight of the Rath, mafter 

and worker of the Monies of gold and 

filver,within his Majefly’s Tower oiLondon, 

and realm of Lngland, whereby a pound of 

gold of the right old ftandard of England, 

viz. twenty-three carrats, three grains and 

a half fine, and half a grain allay, was 

to make forty-four Pounds ten Shillings 

Jierling by tale; in Rofe Rials at thirty 

* Rymer, tom. i8, p. 752. A.D. 1606. 2 Car. i p. 2. 

Ib.p. 67. Mint-Books. 

ShiR 
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ChariesL Shillings a-piece. Spur Rials at fifteen, 

and Angels at ten Shillings ; and of crown 

gold (twenty-two carrats fine, and two 

carrats allay) forty-one pounds fierling by 

talci in Unites at twenty Shillings, Double 

Crowns at ten Shillings, and Crowns 

at five Shillings; and the pound of filver, 

of the old right flandard of the filver Mo¬ 

nies of England, namely, eleven ounces 

two pennyweights fine, and eighteen penny- 

weights allay, to be coined into pieces of 

five Shillings, the half five Shillings, Shil¬ 

lings, (fixty-two to the pound Troy,) Half 

Shillings, Twopenny Pieces, Pennies, and 

Halfpennies ; and the mafter was to make 

of every hundred weight of filver four 

pounds weight of fmall Monies, viz. two 

pounds weight of Twopences, one pound 

and a half of Pence, and half a pound of 

Halfpence. The King was to have for 

coinage out of every pound of gold fifteen 

Shillings; of which the mafter was to 

have fix Shillings for fine gold, and fix 

Shillings and Fivepence for crown' gold, 

for all expences about the fame, paying the 

moniers two Shillings j'fo there remained 

to the King upon every pound coined. 

nine 
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nine Shillings Jierlmg upon fine, and eight Charles I. 

Shillings Sevenpence upon crown gold, and ''— 

to the merchants forty-three Pounds fifteen 

Shillings. And out of every pound of 

filver the King was to have two Shillings, 

out of which to the mafter fourteen Pence, 

whereof the moniers were to have Eight- 

pence ; fo remained to the King Tenpence, 

and to the bringers three Pounds. And 

the mailer was allowed for remedy of fine 

gold, the eighth part of a carrat; for 

crown gold one fixth part of a carrat; and 

for filver, two pennyweights of filver : and 

over and above the ordinary price, the 

moniers and workers were to be allowed 

one Penny of every pound of filver in tale, 

for the better fizing thereof, fo long as the 

Monies were well forged and coined ; and 

out of the King’s profits were to be paid 

the falaries, diet, and fees to the refpedlive 

officers, reparations of houfes, and other 

incidents. 

In the former reign we have obferved, 

the great quantity of filver brought into 

'Europe upon the opening the mines of 

Feru and MexicOy had raifed the price of 

gold, and caufed it to be exported ; fo that 

for two years, hardly any ufual payments 

were 
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Charles I. were made in gold: but the gold, by 

reafon of this advancedprice, being brought 

back, there followed as great a fcarcity of 

filver. For it had been the practice for 

fome years among the goldfmiths, to call 

out * the weightieft and held Money, (for 

which they gave two Shillings, and fome- 

times three Shillings, the hundred Pounds) 

to melt and tranfport the fame, whereby 

the price of filver was raifed above the 

value it was current for. The King there¬ 

fore ” appointed Hefiry Earl of Holland^ 

exchanger, and by proclamation, the fifth 

oiMay, 1627, enjoined all the laws and 

ftatutes againfl tranfportation of Coin or 

Bullion to be fl:rid:ly obferved, and that 

none fliould melt any of the current Coin. 

And to prevent the currency of light and 

clipped Money, that in every gold piece 

current for thirty Shillings, twenty Shil¬ 

lings, fifteen Shillings, ten Shillings, five 

Shillings, or two Shillings and Sixpence, 

the remedy and abatement fhould not ex¬ 

ceed four grains andahalf,threegrains, two 

grains and a half, two grains, one grain, 

and half a grain; and^wanting more fhould 

» Rufhworth’s CoUeaions, part 2, vol. i, p. 145, 1^0. 

‘ Rymer’s Fcedera, torn. 18, p. 896. 

not 
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not be current, but any perfon to whom 

they were oiFered in payment, might law¬ 

fully brand the fame, by ftriking a hole 

through fuch pieces, returning them to the 

owners, and that the fame fliould be brought 

to the mint to be coined. 

And about the year 1630, the Lord 

Cottmgtoriy by virtue of a commiffion “ un¬ 

der the great feal, made a moil; advantageous 

contrad with the King of Spaiuy for bring¬ 

ing in filver from thence into England, in 

EngliJJj bottoms j which being landed at 

Dover, one third part was to be coined in 

the mint, and the other two thirds to be 

tranfported with licence; and abo^^ten 

millions of filver was coined upon that 

contracfl, from the year 1630, to 1643. 

Neverthelefs, in 1632 ^ there was fuch 

plenty of gold, and fuch fcarcity of filver, 

that the drovers and farmers who brought 

cattle to Sfnithjield, would commonly make 

their bargain to be paid in filver, and it 

was ufual to give Twopence, and fome- 

times more, to change a twenty Shilling 

piece full weight, and moft people carried 

fcales in their pockets to weigh gold. And 

* Videt’s Append, to Caefar, p. 24. 

^ Rufhwojth, part z, vd. i, p. 149,150. 
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Charles I. in term 1635, twelve perfons were 

fined and imprifoned, fome of whom had 

carried on this pradlice from the year 1621, 

and for feveral years had culled fifty thou- 

fand Pounds yearly, which did produce 

feven or eight thoufand Pounds a year, 

heavy Money, part of which was melted 

down into ingots, and fold, the reft fold 

unmelted; feveral aldermen of London *' 

were likewife accufed of this pradice, but 

procured the King’s pardon. Thefe exam¬ 

ples, it is probable, put a flop to this per¬ 

nicious pradice at that time. 

In 1637, a mint was ereded’’ in the 

caftle of Aberufwith^ in the county of Car¬ 

digan in JValeSy with proper officers to be 

regulated from time to time by the warden 

of his Majefly’s mint in the Lower, The 

thirtieth of Julyy the fame year, is an in¬ 

denture with Thomas BuJJjelly Efq. warden, 

and mafter-worker of his Majefty’s Monies 

to be made within the faid caftle of Abe- 

rnfwitby during pleafure, for the coining of 

all fuch bullion only, as ftiall be drawn 

out of the mines wdthin the faid princi¬ 

pality, in manner following, viz. Five 

' ® Violet, 12°. 1650. 

, Rymer, tom. 20, p. 163. A.D. 1637, p. 13, Car. t. 

manner 
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manner of Monies of filver, viz. Half CharksL 

Crowns, Shillings, Half Shillings, Two- ’— 

pences, and Pennies; eleven ounces two 

pennyweights fine, and eighteen penny¬ 

weights allay, being the old right ftandard of 

the filvcr Monies of Englandevery pound 

weight Troy to make three pounds two 

Shillings Jierling. And the faid mafter- 

worker was bound to have a privy mark to 

all the Monies made by him; and alfo to 

caufe the Monies made in the faid mint, 

to be fliamped with the feathers on both 

fides, for a clear difference from all other 

his Majeffy’s Coins. 

The Rojnans ® are fuppofed to have begun 

firfl to mine here, (by their Coins difco- 

vered here) and found plenty of lead. The 

Danes and Saxons likewife found lead. 

Cuflomer Smyth, about the latter end of 

Queen Elizabeth, difcovered filver, and fent 

it up to the "Tower of London, with great 

expence, to be coined. After his death, 

this defign was profecuted, and improved, 

by Sir Hugh Middleton, Knight, coining 

the filver at great charge (as his predeceflbr 

had done) at the Tower, After his death, 

Erancts Godolphm oi Cornwall, Knight, 

and Thomas BuJJjell, Efq. undertook the 

* Fuller’s Worthies in Wales, fol. ^ond. 1662, p. 3. 

work ; 
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Charles I. Work j and King Charlesy for their greater 

encouragement, granted them power of 

coinage 2X''AberniJky; but Sir Francis dying 

foon after, Fhornas Bujhell proceeded alone, 

and was conflitutcd warden and mafher of 

the mint erc(fted there, as hath been men¬ 

tioned : and at laft thefe mines were fo fir 

improved, as to yield a hundred Pounds a 

' week, bef des lead, amounting to half as 

much. And the mint afterwards proved of 

great fervice to the King during the re¬ 

bellion. 

In this reign likewife Gerard Malines, 

merchant % caufed divers workmen to come 

out of Saxony, Brunfwick, and other places 

of Germany, and tried the ore of divers 

other mines, as Slaithborne mines in Lafi- 

caJJFre, which yielded four ounces per 

hundred, Comb-Martin in Cornwall, and 

Baimjlable in DevonJJnre, which -yielded 

ten ounces per hundred; and at Migglef- 

wicke and War del, in the bifhoprick of 

Durham, which yielded fix or eight ounces 

. per hundred, of which latter George Duke 

of Buckingham ’’ had a grant for twenty- 

one years; from whence, no doubt, he 

thought to draw great advantage. But 

• Confiietudo, et Lex Mercatoria, by Gerard Malines, 

fol. Lond. 1656, p. 183. Rymer, tom. 18, p. 90. 

though 
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though they are faid * to be richer than the 

mines of Potoji, yet lying deep, and hard to 

come at, and workmen dear, (which is 

otherwife at Potoji) it has not been found 

to anfwer the charge of working. 

Upon the King's fetting up his Ifandard 

at Nottingha7n, the two Univerhties '* fent 

to him all, or very near all, their plate, 

and a confiderable fum of Money j the 

plate was delivered out by weight, as 

Money, and fecret orders were given to the 

officers of the mint, to be ready to come to 

his Majefty, as foon as he ffiall find him- 

felf in a place convenient. After this, 

marching from Nottingham, he came to 

Shrewjbury, where he eredted a mint; but 

Claretidon fays, that, for want of workmen 

and infi:ruments, they could not coin a 

thoufand Pounds a week j for after the 

parliament had feized the P’owcT'y m'oft of 

the officers of the mint were employed by 

them I but afterwards, his M^ajefty was 

attended by the officers of the mint at 

jLb6riJhvithy for which reafbn the Mooney 

coined by them has the feathers, or Prince 

of JVales s device for the mint-mark. When 

» Chamb. State Eng. Ann. 1700, p. 43. k Clarendon. 

' The Moniers’ Anfwer to Blondeau, p. 27 

X the 
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Charlesl. the city of Oxford was made agarrifon for 

^ the King, New Inn was made a mint-houfe. 

And thefe two and York were the princi¬ 

pal mints, though there was Money coined 

at feveral other places. 

Upon the firft Money of this King, both 

gold and lilver, his Majefty is reprefented 

with a large rough about his neck, and 

upon all he appears with a peaked beard, 

which is peculiar to this reign. 

The Rofe Rial of thirty Shillings of fine 

gold, has the King’s figure fitting in Rate, 

with the portcullis at his feet, and the 

fame reverfe and legend as his father’s; 

CAROLVS. D. G. MA. BRI. FR. ET. HIB. 

REX. A mullet of fix points the mint- 

mark. 

The Spur Rial like his father’s, and the 

fame mint-mark. 

The Angel has St. Michael and the dra¬ 

gon, as ufual, with the figure X. denoting 

the value. Reverfe, the ihip, like his fa¬ 

thers; AMOR. POPVLI. PR^SIDIVM. RE¬ 

GIS. A mullet of fix points, a cafile, or a 

heart, the mint-marks. Thefe are fup- 

pofed to be the laft Money coined of the 

old ftandard. 

The 
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^ The firft Unites are like the firll Shil- Charles!, 
lings, having the King’s bull crowned, the '— 

face turned to the right, the collar of the *s.p.vr, 

garter about his neck, and a larger rulF than 

what we fee afterwards upon the Money, 

and XX. behind the head for the value; 

CAROLVS. D. G. MAG. BR. FR. ET. HI. 

REX. Reverfe, the arms as his father’s, in 

a fliield, crowned, cvltores. svi. devs, 

P R o T E GIT. AJleur de lis, or a crofs upon 

amount, the mint-mark. 

Another with a fmaller ruff, neatly ftruck, zS.Pl.v,' 
has a heart the mint-mark, an anchor, or a 
caflle. 

Another fort, much neater than the 

former, has the head fmaller, the bottom 

of the bull breaking into the infcription, 

the fcarf being gathered in a knot upon 

the fhoulder, the tuffa.nd ^eorge in a ribbon 

about the King’s neck, and this legend, 

FLORENT. CONCORDIA. REGNA. The 

Prince’s device the mint-mark. In others 

the buH does not break into the legend, 

and the arms are in an oval Ihield between 

c. R. Mint-marks, a large double rofe, a 

blackmoor’s head, acaflle, or a crofs upon 
a mount. 

To the ruff fucceeded the band, XX. 

behind the King s head as before; caro- 

X 2 LVS, 
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•LVS. D. G. MA. BR. FR. ET. HIB. REX. 

Reverfe, the arms in an oval fhield, 

crowned, between c. R. crowned; flo- 

RENT. CONCORDIA. REGNA. AportCullis, 

a triangle within a circle, an arched crown, 

or a fun, the mint-marks. 

One with the band has the arms in an 

oval fliield, between c. r. crowned, and 

the legend, cvltores, &c. having the 

letter (P.) within aparenthefis for the mint- 

mark, being coined by the parliament in 

1644. 
The Half Unites, or Double Crowns, 

are like the Unites of the fame mintage, 

with X. behind the head for the value. 

The Britain Crown, in like manner, 

have V. behind the head. 

The Unite of the milled fort, with 

graining upon the flat edge, carol vs. 

D.G. MAG. BRITAN. FRAN. ET. HIE. 

R EX. XX.behind the King’s head, crowned. 

Reverfe, the arms in a fquare fliield, 

crowned, between C.R. crowned, cvl¬ 

tores. svi. DEVS, protegit. Mint- 

mark, a flower like a marygold, and a little 

B. for BRioT. who both engraved the 

fliamps, and made this milled Money, as 

will be more particularly noted under the 

Silver Money. 
Another, 
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Another, exadly like the former, but Charles!, 

with the legend, florent, &c. ' 
° 2S P VT 

The Half Unites are like the Unites, N°4o. 

but X. behind the head for the value. 

There are, befides thefe, feveral milled 

pieces, which feem to have been only de- 

figns for gold Coins. 

One of this fort is a little broader than • 

a Guinea, and weighs two pennyweights, 

five grains and a half, having the King’s 

bull bare-headed, without the figures be-, 

hind the head, carolvs. d. g. mag. 

BRIT. FR.ET.HI.REX. Reverfe, the arms 

in an oval iliield, crowned, between c.r. 

crowned; and the motto florent. &c. 

and a jleur de Us the mint-mark. 

Another of the fame kind has hib. for 

HI. and wants the crowns above the initial 

letters, in all other refpecfls, exactly like 

the foregoing. 

There is likewife a curious piece weigh¬ 

ing eight pennyweights, eighteen grains, 

and a half, with the King’s head admirably 

well done, bare-headed, and the love-lock 

(as it was called) hanging before, which, 

it feems, was fo difagreeable to the Round- 

Heads (fo called from the contrary extreme) 

that Prynn wrote a book againfi; it, called 

X 3 P’he 
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Charles I. Unlovelinefs of Love-Locks ; carolvs. 

D.G.MAGN.BRITANN.FRANC. ET. HIB. 

REX. Reverfe, the arms in a fhield, gar- 

nifhed and crowned, between c. r . crowned j 

Avspiciis. REX. MAGNE. Tvis. and ovcr 

the crown the date, 1630. The figure of 

St. George for the mint-mark, and a fmall 

B, ^0T Briotand this, by the date, was 

probably one of the firfl proofs or fpeci- 

mens of his art. 

This Nicholas Briot “ was a native of 

Lorrainy and fometime- graver-general of 

the Monies in France, being the moft able 

man of his profeflion then in Europe; and 

tho’ he was not the firfl inventor of the fly 

or mill for coining Money (as he pretended) 

he certainly much improved it, and pro- 

pofed ’’ the ufe of it in France, giving con¬ 

vincing proofs of the perfection of his 

machine. But not only the hammer-men, 

but the court of Moniers, united againfl 

him ; they omitted nothing that art or 

malice could invent to oppofe him. And 

this combination prevailing, his propofal 

was rejected. Upon this difappointment, 

he came over into England, where he met 

» Ryraer, tom. 19, p. 387. •> Le Blanc, 296. 

with 
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with encouragement. He was firft * made Charlesi. 

a free Denizen, and by the King’s letters ’— 

patent, dated the fixteenth of December 

1628, was authorifed to frame and en¬ 

grave the firfl: defigns and effigies of the 

King’s image, in fiich fizes and forms, as 

were to ferve in all forts of Coins of gold 

and filver; and there is gold Money of 

1630 with his mark thereon. Helikewife 

propofed to work the Monies of gold and 

filver, with inftruments and preffies re¬ 

maining in his hands, whereby he could 

make and prefs the Money in a more per- 

fedt roundnefs, weight, figure, and impref- 

lion, and with lefs charge, than the ordi¬ 

nary way of hammering then ufed; where¬ 

upon his Majefi:y was pleafed, by warrant, 

dated the eleventh oi February 1629, to 

refer the fame for trial, at his own charges, 

the officers of the mint furniffiing him with 

convenient lodging in the mint, and deli¬ 

vering him gold and filver, to be converted 

into feveral forts of gold and filver Money, 

as appointed by the indenture of the mint 

then fubfifting. The thirteenth of yune'^ 

1631, his Majefly appointed commiffioners 

to examine and view his trial and proofs, 

intending the Monies fo made by him, 

» Rymer, tom, 19, p. 40. >> Ib. p. 287. ' Ib. 

X 4 fhould 
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Charles I. fhould have current courfe, as the other 

Money made by the ordinary way of the 

hammer. And whereas at firft he was to 

have only a month’s time to teach and 

exercife his men in the working of Mo¬ 

nies, the time was now prolonged, to make 

trial of his experience, till the King fhould 

fignifyhis pleafure to the contrary. After¬ 

ward he had a grant * OJiciujn unius Capitalis 

Sculpt or is F err or urn mojiete infra Fur rim 

London, dated the 27th oi January 

And by his means ’’fays) the 

. Fnglijh made the fineft Money in the world. 

He likewife graved the ftamps for the Scotch 

Money, but does not feem to have been 

fully employed in the Englijh mint till his 

return from Scotland, the firfl flamp for 

filver Money bearing date in 1635. And 

France might ftill have been deprived of 

this admirable invention, if the Chancellor 

'Seguier had not difcovered the tricks of the 

moniers againfl: Briot, and caufed him to 

be recalled about the year 1640, when the 

mill was firft ufed for the coining of 

Louis d'Or's, and in 1645 it was efla- 

blilhed in France, and the ufe of the ham¬ 

mer forbid. 

* Rymer, tom. 19, p. 526. ■» P. 303. 

During 
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During the civil war. King Charles r. 
coined Ten-Shilling Pieces, Twenty-Shil- '— 

ling Pieces, and Three-Pound Pieces of 

gold. The two former have X. and XX. 

behind the King’s buft in armour, crowned, 

and the lelTer george in a chain about his 

neck, holding in his right hand a naked 

fword ered, and in his left an olive branchy 

CAROLVS.D.G. MAG.BR.fr. ET. HIBER. 

REX. Reverfe, a triple efcrole, infcribed, 
RELIG. PROT. LEG. ANG. LIBER. PAR. 

The Prince’s devife above in three places, 

and at bottom the date, 1643. Circum- 

fcribed with this legend, exvrg at. devs. 
% 

DISSIPENTVR. INIMICI. And the IFe/c/j 

feathers, or Prince’s device, for the mint- 

mark, which was the mark of the mint of 

Aberifwith, whofe officers attended the 

King, after the Parliament had feized the 

Tower, in the beginning of the year 1643. 

Others coined at Oxford, have the date 

1642, 1643, 1644, and underneath ox. 

The Three-Pound Piece, of the value of 2S. PI.v. 
three Broad Pieces, is like the Twenty- 

Shilling Piece, having III. above the in- 

fcription, amongft the feathers, and the 

feathers behind the King’s head, of dif¬ 

ferent dates, as 1642, 1643, 1644. 

The 
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Charles I. The Shillings and Sixpences have all the 

King’s head crowned, and the value XII. 

or VI. behind the head, of various ftamps, 

like the gold Money. 

Thofe of the firft coinage have the ruff 

and collar of the garter, like the gold 

iS.P.vi. Money of the fame mintage^ carolvs. 

D.G.MAG.BR.FR.ET.HI.REX. Reverfc, 

the arms divided by the old crofs ; Chris¬ 

to. AvsPicE. REGNO. The mint-mark, 

a crofs upon a mount. 

Another with the ruff, has the King’s 

bufl in armour, crowned, and a fcarf tied 

in a knot upon his flioulder. Reverfe, the 

arms in an oval fhield, and c. r. above it. 

A rofe the mint-mark. 

A milled fort, with graining upon the 

flat edge, is otherwife like the former, but 

a much better Ramp; it has the Welch 

feathers above the arms, between c. r. and 

feathers for the mint-mark, and feems to 

be the gold Ramp. 

Shillings and Sixpences with the laced 

band, which fucceeded the ruff, without 

dates, carolvs. d. g. mag. bri. fra. 

ET. HiB. REX. Reverfe, an efcocheon of 

the arms, divided by the old crofs, chri» 

STO. 



OF English Money. 

STO. AVSPICE. REGNO. A fcepter the 

mint-mark. It is a very bad ftamp. 

Another of a better dye has the arms in 

a round fliield, and wants the circle on 

both fides. A bell the mint-mark. 

One with a harp for the mint-mark, has 

the King’s head much larger than ufual, 

the crown interfering the legend, and ex¬ 

tending to the rim of the coin. Reverfe, the 

arms in a kind of oval fhield, between c. r. 

One of the milled fort, carolvs. d. g. 

MA. BR, FR. ET. HI. REX. Revcrfc, an 

efcocheon of the arms divided by the crofs, 

CHRISTO, &c. A tun the mint-mark. 

CAROLVS. D. G. MAG. BRIT. FR. ET. 

HiB. REX. An anchor the mint-mark. 

Another the like,’but has a fmall rofc 

or cinqfoil at the point of one of the Hukes 

of the anchor. 

A neater fort has a rofe for the mint- 

mark, and the arms in a round ihield. 

Another with the feathers before, and 

the hgures behind the head; the mint- 

mark an expanded book. 

Shillings and Sixpences with dates. 

One of the milled fort with the King’s 

bufl in armour, and laced band, crowned, 

C AROL VS. D.G.MAGN.BRIT ANN.FRANC. 
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Charlesi.^ ET. HIRER. REX. Rcverfe, the arms in a 

fhield crowned, between c. r. crowned, 

and the date above the fhield, 1635. ar- 

CHETYPVS. MONETS. ARGENTiE. AN¬ 

GLIC. A fmall B. for Briot. 

The Shillings and Sixpences that follow, 

are all of the hammered fort, the ufe of 

the mill being laid alide, in all probability, 

upon Briofs return to France^ and the 
troubles increafing in England. 

One with the feathers before, and figures 

behind the King’s head. Reverfe, the in- 

feription in three lines, relig. prot. 

LEG. ANG. LIBER. PAR. the three Welch 

devices above, and the date below, 1643, 

1644, or 1645 j circumferibed with the 

legend exvrgat.&c. An expanded book 
the mint-mark. 

The unhappy fituation of the King’s 

affairs may be traced by his Money, which 

grew worfe and worfe in the ftamp, till at 

lafi; they hardly deferve the name of a 

Coin, feeming rather the work of a fmith, 

(as perhaps they were) than a graver, and 

• manifefl they were coined in the greatefi; 

hurry and confufion. But notwithftanding 

the King’s diftrefs for Money, it is re¬ 

markable, he never debafed the Coin, or 

raifed 
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raifed the value of it, as had frequently Charlesi. 

been done in Frafice upon much lefs emer¬ 

gencies. 

One of 1644, nii^erably performed, has 

the date under the infcription like the 

former. Mint-mark, the feathers. 

Another, of the fame year, has the arms^ 

in a roundfliield, and the legend, christo, 

&c. with the date, 1644, in the circum- 

fcription. 

The Sixpence has the titles abbreviated 

tOM.B.F.ET.H. 

Others of 1645, and 1646, with the in¬ 

fcription, feathers, and legend Exurgat, 

&c. as before; the latter has a little fcroll 

between the feathers and infcription. 

Thofe of Oxford mint have the infcrip¬ 

tion, feathers, and legend as the former, 

with ox. under the date. 

Thofe of York mint have the King’s 

head and ftile as ufual, with a lion palTant 

guardant for the mint-mark. Reverfe, the 

Ihield of arms divided by the old crofs, and 

above the fhield ebor. and the legend, 

CHRISTO, &c. 

Another fort has the arms in an oval 

fhieldcrowned,and ebor.under thefliield. 

A third like the former, but on each lide 

appears 
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Charles I. appears a lion's paw, grafping the fliielcl, 

and EBOR. at the bottom in a fcroll. 

There were likewife Shillings and Six¬ 

pences coined by the Parliament, with the 

King’s ftamp, and known from his only, 

by the letter (P.) inferted as a mint-mark. 

The Groats arc like the Shillings of the 

fame mintage, having IIII. behind the 

King’s head, and the titles abbreviated to 
M. B. F. ET. H. And reverfe, the arms in 

a round or oval Ihield, and the legend, 

CHRISTO. AVSPICE. REGNO. 

Others have the feathers before, and IIII. 

behind the King’s head. 

One with the titles, mag.bri. fra. 

ET. HiB. Reverfe, the arms in averyfmall 

oval fliield, under the feathers. A crown 

the mint-mark. 

Others of the milled fort like the larger 

pieces; and fome very barbaroufly per¬ 

formed, with a rofe or jieur de Us for the 

mint-marks. 

iS.P.Vl. The Groats, with the dates, have the 
JyJO r-.^ 

feathers and figures on the head fide, and 

upon the reverfe the infcription, Religioy 

&c. with the feathers above, the date 

underneath, and the legend Exurgat, &c. 

Thofe 
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Thofe of Oxford mint have ox. added un¬ 
der the date. 

One of Oxford mint, 1644, has the titles 

abbreviated to letters, and above the in- 

fcription has the feathers between two 

fieurs de lis, the mint-mark aquatrefoil. 

Another of the fame year and mint, has 

the figures behind, but not the feathers 

before the head, which is much larger 

than ufual, and extends to the edge of the 

Coin ; a fmall r. under the head, and the 

legend beginning at bottom, different 

from all the former. 

One of 1645, like the former, has the 

feathers feparated from the infcription by 

a fcroll, with a circle in the middle, di¬ 

vided per faltier, perhaps, defigned for a 

mint-mark, there being no other. 

The Threepences have III. behind the 

head, otherwife like the Groats. Some 

have likewife the feathers, or Prince of 

Walesa device before the head, and the 

arms are in fome divided by the old crofs, 

in others in a round or oval fliield, with 

the feathers over it, and the legend, 

CHRISTO, 6c;c, 

One 
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Charles I. One with III. behind the head, and 

without the feathers, has the arms divided 

by the crofs, and above the fliield the 

date 1644J CHRISTO, 6cc. A rofe the 

_ mint-mark. 

Others have the infcriptlon Rellgio, See, 

the feathers above, and date underneath, 

with the legend, exvrgat,&c. 

A^ neat one of I'ork mint, has the arms 

with the crofs, and ebor . above the fhield; 

the legend christo. See. and the mint- 

mark like the Shilling of the fame mint. 

The Twopences have the head like the 

larger pieces. Thofe of his firft coinage 

with a ruff, and II. behind it; caro. d. 

G. MA. BR. FR. ET. HI. REX. Reverfe, 

the arms in an oval fliield, ivstitia. 

THRONVM. FIRMAT. A I'ofe the miiit- 

mark. 

The King’s head with the band, ca- 

ROLVS. D. G. M. B. F. ET. H. REX. 

Reverfe, the arms in a round fliield, and 

the legend, ivstitia, &c. beginning at 

the bottom. This has a fmall fun for 

the mint-mark. Another has a very large 

fun. 
Others 
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Others have the arms in an oval fhield Charlesi. 

between C. R. the mint-marksaportcullis,'— 
a crown, a harp, a triangle. 

Thofe with the infcription and dates, 

have a reverfe like the larger pieces. 

One of Oxford mint, 1644, has a large 

fieur de lisy between two lelTer above the 

the infcription, and the motto exvrgat. 

&c. beginning on the right fide. A fleur 

de lis the mint-mark. 

Another Twopence has the King’s head, 

as ufual; but the Prince’s device fills the 

area on the reverfe, circumfcribed with the 

motto, ivsTiTiA, &c. An expanded book 
the mint-mark. 

A very neat milled Twopence has the iS.P.vi. 

King’s head looking the contrary way from 

the others, viz. to the left, bare-headed, 

and a large ruff about his neck; car. 

D. G. MAG. BRIT. FRAN. ET. HI. R. 

Reverie, two C s interlinked under a crown, 

FiDEi. DEFENSOR. The mint-mark a 
fmall B. 

The Rofe Twopence has the rofe crowned 

on both fides, c.d.g.rosa. sine, spina. 

Reverfe, I vs. THRONVM. FiRMAT. Mint- 
mark, z. Jieur de lisy a callle, &c. 

Y One 
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One with a thiftle crowned upon the 
reverfe, and the legend tve atvr. vnita. 

DEVS. 

The Pennies are like the Twopences, 

but having I. behind the head. Reverfe, 

the arms, and ivstitia, &c. 

The Rofe Penny is like the Twopence, 

but without the crown on either fide. 
A Penny with the Prince’s device. 
The Crown and Half Crown has the 

King’s figure on horfeback in armour, with 

a fcarf, and crowned, holding a drawn 
fword upright in his right hand, caro- 

lvs.d.g.mag. bri.fra. et. hib. rex. 

But in fome the titles are more or lefs 
abbreviated, and the horfe in different pof- 

tures,. but ufually pafifant. Reverfe, the 
arms in a fhield of different forms, fome- 
times divided by the old crofs, and in 
others of a circular or oval form, crowned. 
Plis firfi: Crowns, like the other fpecies of 
the fame coinage, are diftinguifhed by the 

ruff about the King s neck. 
One has the horfe pafl'ant in a very lame 

pofture, CAROLVS. d. g. mag. brit. 

' FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. Rcverfe, the aims 

in an oval fliield, chri sto. avspice. 
c regno. 
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REGNO. A mullet of fix points the mint- chariesi. 

mark. 

Another with the titles more abbrevi¬ 

ated, an anchor and a fmall b. the mintr- 
mark. 

A third whereon thehorfe is fomething 
fmaller, and forefhortened. An eye the 
mint-mark. 

A fourth, whereon both horfe and man 

are in armour, and the horfe is reprefented 

upon a full trot, having trappings with a 

crofs thereon, feathers upon the horfe’s 

head, and the King holding the fword upon 

his fimulder. Reverfe, the arms in a long 

oval fhield, divided by the crofs, and C.R 

above the fliield. A harp the mint-mark. * 

Another, whereon the King holds his 
fword in a linking poRure, having feathers 

upon the horfe’s head and crupper, and a 

rofe crowned upon the trappings. Reverfe, 
the arms divided by the crofs. The mint- 
mark a fleur de its. 

The milled Crown has the King upon 

Ins horfe, palfant, without trappings^ and 

holding his fword ered; carol vs. d. g. 

MAGN.BRITAN.FRAN.ET. HIBER.REX, 

Reverfe, the arms in an ovallhield crowned, 

^ 2 . between 
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between C. R. crowned. Legend, chr i sTd, 

See. A flower for the mint-mark, refem^ 

bling a marygold, with a very fmall B. 

I fuppofe, for Briof. The Half Crown is 

the fame; and there is another like it, 

but having an anchor, and a fmall for 

the mint-mark. 
A Half Crown with the King on horfe- 

back, without trappings, holding his fword 

erecfl. Reverfe, the arms in a plain fhield, 

between C. R. The mint-mark a lion; 

guardant, perhaps of ITork mint* 
Another with the-fame forefliortened, 

and EBOR. under the horfe. Reverfe, the 

arms in an oval fliield crowned j a lion 

paflfant guardant the mint-mark. 

The Exeter Crown has the horfe large, 

and ill done ; reverfe, the arms in a round 

fhield, with the date in the circumferip- 

tion, after the legend, 1645, and ex. for 

Exeter. A rofe the mint-mark. 
The Chejier Half-Crown, with CHST. 

under the arms. 
The Crowns and Half-Crowns coined 

by the Parliament, have the letter (P.) as 

a mint-mark in the legend. , 
The Crowns and Half-Crowns coined 

by the oflicers of the mint of Aberlfwith, 
have 
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have the feathers behind the King’s head. 

Reverie the infcription, relig. prot. 

LEG. ANG. LIBER. PAR. in two lines, 

above it the three devices, and below the 

infcription the date 1642, and the legend 

exvrgat, &c. beginning at the right 

fide. Mint-mark the feathers. Thofe of 

1644, and 1645, h^ve the titles abbre¬ 

viated to REL. PROT. LE. AN. LI. PA. and 

the monogram B_. under the horfe. 

. A Crown Piece coined at has the 

date 1644 under the infcription, and the 

reprefentation of the city under the horfe. 

The Plalf-Crown Ramped in the WeR of 

England, has the King’s figure on horfe- 

back, as before, with a large Icarf flying 

behind him. Reverie, the arms within 

the garter, crowned with the royal crown, 

between C. R. crowned, and fupported as 2 

1 lier ’s,on thedexter-fideby theE/z^/^ ^ 

lion, and on the finiRer by the Scotch 

unicorn j under the arms the date, 1645, 

CHRISTO. AVSPICE. REGNO. This was 

probably of the filver from the mines of 

Comb-Martin in Cornwall, where, as well 

as at Barnjiable in Devonjhire, the hundred 

of ore yielded ten ounces of filver, a trial 

being made of the refpe<ftive ores in divers 

Y 3 parts 
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parts of England, by Gerard Malines, mer¬ 
chant, who brought workmen from Saxony, 

Brunfwick, and other parts, for that pur- 

pofe. 
The Ten-Shilling, and Twenty-Shilling 

Pieces of filver, which were only coined 
by this Prince, are both alike, having on 
one fide the King on horfeback, trampling 
on a heap of arms, holding his fword up¬ 
right in his hand, the feathers behind himj 
CAROLVS. D. G. MAGN. BRIT. FRAN. 

et. hib. REX. Reverfe, the infcription, 
religio, &c. in two lines; over it the 

three devices, and figures X, or XX, for 
the value; and below the infcription the 
date 1642,or 1643; thelegend,exvrgat, 

&c. Some of thefe are much broader than 

Others. 

Befides the common fpecies of Money 
before-mentioned, coined by authority, 

neceffity gave birth to many obfidional or 

fiege pieces, where neither mint nor mint- 

ers were to be had. 
Of this kind is a Three-Shilling Piece, 

ftamped at the fiege of Carlijle, having the 

initial letters C R, the crown above, and 
underneath, the figures III. for the value. 

Reverfe, obs. carl, 1645* 
The 
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The Shilling, Sixpence, and Groat of Charles!, 

the fame flamp, is od:angular, and has the 

value in figures, XII. VI. and IV. 

1 he Half-Crown, in form of 

a lozenge, has the crown between CR, and 

under it XXX. Reverfe, obs. Newark, 

1643, or 1646. 

The Newark Shilling has XII. under the 1 s. Pi. 

crown, theNinepence IX. the Sixpence VI. no6^x*. 

The FontefraB Money has on one fide 

the letters C R under the crown, dvm, 

SPIRO. sPERo. for it had been held out 

as long as there was any hope of relief. 

Reverfe, the famous cafile : on one fide of 1 S. pi. 

it OBS. on the other appears out of the fide 

of the caftle, a hand holding a naked fword, 

and above the caftle P C \ underneath the 

date, 1648. This is odlangular, very broad, 

and thin, and weighs three pennyweights 

one grain. 

Another, in the form of a lozenge, has 

the hand ifluing out of one of the towers, 

1648. 

A third fort is round, of the fame date, 

but without the hand and fword, and, in- 

ftead thereof, on that fide, has the value XII. 

y 4 between 
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Charles I. between PC, and weighs two pcnny- 

' weights, fifteen grains. 

There is alfo Plate Money, being part of 

a Silver Plate, an inch and a half long, 

with the figure of a caftle on it,- fuppofed 

to be Scarborough^ marked IP- IIP- being 

its weight. Another of an irregular 

form, with the figure of a different caflle, 

and under it, P- IIP* Another P- HIP* 
There are likewife pieces of filver, hav¬ 

ing on one fide, near the edge, XII, and 

ME. at the contrary edge of the other; and 

a Sixpence with ne. and VI. which fomc 

think to be of Newark, before the Lozenge 

Money. But Mr. T^horejby * tells us, that 

it is New England Money, where they are 

called North Eajiers; and obferves, that 

the late Earl of Pembroke had placed them 

as fuch in his colle6tion. 

The fum of the filver Money ** coined by 

' this King, we are told, amounted to eight 

million, feven hundred and feventy-fix 

thoufand, five hundred and forty-four 

Pounds, ten Shillings, and Threepence; 

and of gold, he is faid to have coined one 

million, five hundred thoufand pounds: 

but, perhaps, this is meant only what was 

coined in the Tower, Another writer ac- 

9 Appendix, p. 592. ^ Lownds, p. 104. 

quaints 
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qiiaints us , that above ten millions was Charles!, 

coined from the year 1630 to 1643 : but'—*—* 

by the account of the officers of the mint 

there was coined about a million a year, and 

from 1640 to 1641, fix millions of filver. 

The copper Farthings ' of King 

having been generally current in England, 

Ireland, and Wales, to the benefit of all 

forts of people, a proclamation was made 

in May, after King Charles % acceffion, for 

the continuance of Farthing Tokens of 

copper, and to prevent the counterfeiting 

of them, and the ufe of others : and the 

fourth of June following, another procla¬ 

mation, forbidding the ufe of all others 

than fuch as had been coined by authority, 

or that ffiould be coined by letters patent' 

granted to Frances Dutchefs Dowager of 

RichmondLenox, and Sir Francis Crane, 

Knighf; which grant was from the ele¬ 

venth of July, for the term of feventeen 

years. Thefe Farthing Tokens were to be 

made of copper, having on the one fide two 

fcepters eroding under one diadem, and 

on the other fide a harp crowned, with the 
# 

Violet s Appeal to Caefar, ^to. Loud. 1660, p. 24. 

^ The Moniers’ Anfwer to Blondeau, p. 27. ' Rufhworth, 

p. 2, V. I, p. 38. Rymer, tom. 18, p. 108. '*Ib. p. 143. 

title 
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Charles I. title CAROL vs. DEI. GRATIA. MAGNE. 

BRITANNIE. FRANCIE. ET. HIBERNIE. 

REX. weighing fix grains a-piece, or more. 

And for the better diftributing the fame. 

they were to deliver at the rate of twenty- 

one Shillings in Farthing Tokens for every 

twenty Shillings Jlerling Money, and to 

repay twenty Shillings Jierhng for twenty- 

one Shillings in tokens, as well thofe that 

were made, as thofe that fhould be made. 

But the fmallnefs of thefe pieces gave fuch 

encouragement to counterfeiting, that great 

quantities * of counterfeit Farthing Tokens' 

were made, and vended in England and Ire^ 

landy and particular perfons, for private 

gain, compelled many of the poorer fort, 

by neceffity, to take all or moft of their 

wages in Farthings, from fuch as bought 

great quantities at low rates, and made a 

commodity thereof; which had been a 

great grievance to people in many parts, 

as well as prejudicial to the patentees : 

for thefe reafons the court of Star-Cham¬ 

ber ^ took it under confideratlon, the twen¬ 

tieth of yune 1634* ^ud ordered,-that no 

perf^n (hould pay above Twopence in Far- 

• Rymer, tom. 19, p. 76°* ” Rulhworth, pt. 2, vol. i> 

things 
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things to any other, at one time, and de- Chariest, 

dared it unlawful to barter for any Far-' 

things, at a lefier value than they were 

vended by his Majcfty’s patentees. This 

being ftill ineffedual, the fame was farther 

enforced by a proclamation * the firft of 

March 1635, prohibiting the ufe of any 

other than thofe coined by lawful autho¬ 

rity. And to the end fuch Farthing Tokens 

might be the better known from counter¬ 

feits, they were direded to be made with 

a diftindion of brafs; which Farthing 

Tokens, fo made, were to be current in 

Englandy trelandy and IValeSy for the value 

of Farthings to be ufed only in exchange 

for fmall lums : and the faid Farthing 

Tokens, and all others formerly made of 

copper only, were to be re-changed into 

the current Monies and Coins of the 

kingdom, for the eafe of thofe that fhould 

require fuch rechange. 

The firft copper Farthings before men- iS.P.vi. 

tioned anfwer the defcription, having the 

crown with two fcepters palling through 

it, in faltier, carolvs. [or caro.] d. g. 

MAG. BRIT. Reverfe, the harp crowned> 

FRAN. ET. HiB. REX. A woolpack, or a 

’ Rymer, tom, 19, p. 760. 

bell 
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Charles I. bell the mint-mark. They are about the 

fize of a Threepence. 

The latter Farthings are likewife of 

copper, but with a piece of brafs in the 

middle, having the crown and feepters as 

before, carolv. d. g. ma. bri. Reverfe, 

FRA. ET. HI. REX. infteadof theharpa rofe 

crowned. Thefe have a crown, a crofs, or 

a mullet for the mint-marks, and are hea¬ 

vier than the former, weighing eighteen 

grains, though not fo broad. 

1 s. PI. The Scotch Coins of Kin? Charles. are 
VII. . . . ° 

N°6z. his Sovereign or Unite, of the fame 

value as his father's. It is a curious Coin, 

exhibiting his Majefty’s figure in wrought 

armour, crowned ; the feeptre in his right 

hand, refting upon his fhoulder, the orb in 

his left; CAROLVS. D. G. MAG. BRITAN. 

FRAN. ET. HiB. REX. Reverfe, in afliield 

crowned, between CR. crowned, the arms 

of Scotland in the firfl: and fourth quarters, 

France and England quarterly in the fecond, 

and Ireland in the third; his. PR.ffisvM. 

ET. PRosiM. A thiftle-head and a fmall b. 

the mint-mark; being graved by Nicholas 

Briott before mentioned; who, it is pro¬ 

bable, foon after his grant for graving the 

Ramps of the Money, was firR employed 

in 
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in the Scotch mint, becaufe the firft EngHJh 

gold Money of his graving, is of the year 

i630>and the firfl: filver in 1635. 

The Double Crown has the King’s head 

crowned, extending to the edge of the 

Coin, and looking the contrary way; 

CARO. D.G. MAG. BRIT. FRAN. ET.HIB. 

REX. Reverfe, the arms as before, vnita. 

TVEMVR. 

The Britijh Crown and Half-Crown the 

like. 

Mr. Anderfon * gives us a Double Crown, 

having the King’s buft crown’d : reverfe 

like the Unit, but the C. R. not crowned. 

HENRICVS. ROSAS. REGNA. lACOBVS. 

The filver Half-Crown, or Thirty Shil¬ 

ling Piece Scotchy has a flower like a mary- 

gold, and a fmall b. the mint-mark, like 

the Englijh Money of the fame mintage. 

CAROLVS. D. G. MAGN. BRITAN. FRAN. 

ET. HiB. REX. Reverfe, the arms*as before 

in a fhield crowned; Qv.®, devs. co- 

NIVNXIT. NEMO. SEPARET. A thiflile- 

head, and a b. the mint-mark on this fide. 

Another has a thiflle with leaves for 

the mint-mark. On this the King’s fword 

* Diplomat, et Numlfmat. Scotis, fo. Edinburgh, 1739. 
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Charles!. IS flioFtcr, and blunt at the point, and un¬ 

der the horfe is a fmall F. 

Another has the King’s head very large, 

and extending to the rim, like the Shilling 

of the fame mintage. 

The Shilling has the King’s buft in ar¬ 

mour, and crowned, looking to the left, ^ 

C^II. behind the head, carolvs. d. g. 

MAG. BRIT. FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. The 

arms as before, and motto, qvje. devs. 

&c. A thiftle head the mint-mark. 

The Sixpence has VI. behind the head, 

and the date (1603) above the arms.* 

. A very neat Shilling has XII. behind 

the King’s head, crowned, looking to the 

right, and with a laced band, carolvs. 

D.G. MAG. BRITAN. FRAN. ET.HIB. REX. 

Reverfe, the arms, as ufual, under a crown, 

and between C.R. crowned; qvje. devs. 

6cc. A thiftle with leaves the mint-mark, 

and a fmall f. 

1 S.P.VI. A Shilling with the large buft, crowned, 

^ extending to the edge of.the Coin; drapery 

about the neck, and XII. behind the head. 

CAR. D. G. MAG. BRIT. FRAN. ET. HIB. 

REX. A fmall B. the mint.-mark ; the re¬ 

verfe like the former. Another the like, 

has a fmall f for the mint-mark. 

The 
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■ The Sixpences are like the Shillino-s, 
but have the value VI. inftead of XII. 

The Scotch Noble, or Half Mark, has 

the King’s head crowned as before defcribed, 

alnioft extending to the edge of the Coin, 

and behind it VI. carolvs. d. g. scot. 

ANG. FR. & HIB. R. Revcrfe, the arms in 

a diield, crowned, christo. avspice. 

regno. Another has the fhield crowned 

between C. R. crowned, and the date over 

it 1636, and a fmall b. for the mint-mark 

under the head. 

The Forty-penny Piece, or Quarter 

Mark; car. d. g. &c. has XL. behind the 
head, as before. Reverfe, a thiftle with 

leaves under the crown, salvs. reipvb. 

svpREMA. LEX. the mint-mark an f. 

The Twenty-penny Piece has XX. be¬ 

hind the head, and a different legend, viz. 

IVSTITIA. THRONVM. FIRMAT. An F. 

the mint-mark. 

Another has the thiflle crowned, be¬ 

tween C.R. alfo crowned, a fmall b. un¬ 

der the head. And there is one without 

C. R. whereon the infcription begins at 

the top, and goes quite round the head. 

The Two-Shilling Piece has II. behind 

the King’s head crowned, car.d. g.scot. 

ANG, 

33-5 
Charles I. 
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CharlcsI. ANG. FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. Rcverfc, the 

' Scotch fhield crowned; ivstitia. thro- 

NVM. FIRMAT, 

Copper Money, carolvs. d. g. mag. 

BRIT, the branched thiftlc. Reverfe, be¬ 

hind a lion two points, fran. et. hib. 

REX. The Half of it the fame. 

A Bothwell. CAR. D. G. SCOT. ANG. 

fra. et. hib. r. The crown, and under 

it C. R. Reverfe, the thiftle, nemome. 

IMPVNE. LACESSIT. 

Another, ciiR. under the crown, in 

other refpeds like the former, but weighs 

not a third part of it. 

Likewife a fmall Bothwell of Charles the 

Firft, when the liberty * of coining was 

granted to Sir William Alexander, Earl of 

Sterling. 

There was no Money coined by King 

Charles iox Irelandbut anno 1642'’, in 

order to maintain an army there, to fup- 

prefs the Popilh rebels, the King’s loyal 

fubjedls, encouraged by an order of coun¬ 

cil, brought in their plate to be Ramped 

as Money. The firft of this kind had no 

other Ramp than the intrinfic value of 

the filver, as one pennyweight, fix grains, 

. ■ Thorelby, N° 735. *• Irifti Hift. lib. 169. 

current 
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current for Fourpence Halfpenny, &c. Charles!. 

The Incbequin Crown, marked nineteen 

. pennyweights, eight grains, and leiTer 

pieces from a Crown to a Sixpence. But 

^i't^J'wards all pieces from one Penny to 

five Shillings, were damped with a crown, 

and C. R. and on the reverfe, IP- VI^- 

XIP- VP. IIIP IIP- IP p. but lighter 

tnan the Knglijlo Money, the Crown weigh¬ 

ing about feventeen pennyweights fourteen 

grains, and the lelTer pieces in proportion. 

Thefe being coined by the appointment of 

the Duke of Ormo72dy then Lord Lieute¬ 

nant o{ Irela?2dj are commonly called Or- 
7no?2d Mo72ey. 

There is another Crown without in- 

fc/iption, having on one fide a plain crofs, 

and on the other the value, V^- fuppofed to 

be coined at the fiege of Dublm, in 1641 ; 

for foon after the beginning of the rebel¬ 

lion, there were fome coined of a different 

damp from the former. 

The Shillings and Sixpences of Co7'ky 

have only the name of the place, cork. 

on one fide, and upon the reverfe, the 

value, XIP- or VP- 

The Farthings, with the harp crowned 

on the reverfe, were an E72glijh Coin, as I 

Z have 
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Charles I. havc obfervcd before, and not Iriffd^ as they 
* are commonly eflecmed, but coined for the 

ufe of both kingdoms. 
There are other copper pieces, which 

have palled for Halfpence and Farthings in 

Ireland-y but for what purpofe they were 
coined, and by whom, is uncertain. 

Thefe have on one fide tlie figure of a 

king, like Davidy kneeling, and playing 
upon the harp, and over it the crown ot 
England of a dilferent metal from the 
Coin, brafs or copper, f lor eat rex. 

Of thefe are two forts, of different di- 

menfions, the larger weighing from five 
pennyweights ten grains, to five penny¬ 
weights fifteen grains 5 and the fmallefl 
from four pennyweights, to three penny¬ 
weights eighteen grains, and have different 

reverfes; the biggeif has the figure of St. 
Patricky with a crofier in his right hand, 
and a fmall crols in his left, which he 
holds out to the people-about him, and by 

him a llaield, with figures therein Wk&Fers 
dc Moliney four and two, or ^eves d'Er^ 
njinCy perhaps intended for the arms of the 
TitularPopifliMetropolitan, ecce. grex. 

The fmaller pieces have St. Patricky with 

a double crofs in his left hand, a church 
behind 
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behind him, holding out his right hand, ( 

and driving away from the church a parcel 

of venomous creatures, no doubt, meaning 

thereby the different feds of Proteftants. 

Q^iescat, PLEBSi Of the latter are 

filver pieces, about the fame weight as the 

copper ones, and thefe filver ones, no doubt* 

Xverc Medals, as Mr. Evelyn * efleemed 

them ; but whether by him rightly placed 

to Charles the Second, is a queftioiii Bifliop 

’’places them to Charles the Firfl:, 

and in his reign it is mod probable they 

were flruck by the Papifts, when they re- 

belled in Ireland, and maffacred the Pro- 

teftants* pretending to ad under the King’s 

authority, for they are manifeftly of a 

Popifli damp. Amongd other ads of their 

general affembly at Kilkenny, in 1642, they 

ordered' there fhould be a feal for the 

kingdom j that the enemies fhould not be 

called by the name of Englijh, or Protef- 

tants, but the Puritanical or Malignant 

Party; that they fliould confider of a 

model of civil government; that Money 

fliould be levied; that Coin and Plate 

fliould be raifed, and that there fliould be 

» Numifmata, p. 133. b i^fh Hilt. Library, p. 169. 

' Rymer, tom. 20, p. 537. 

Za forth- 
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Charles I. forthwith coined the fum of four thoufand 

’ Pounds to pafs current in the kingdom, 

according to the proclamation, oradl, pub- 

lifhed by diredlion of the alTembly. Thefe 

were, perhaps, the before-mentioned cop¬ 

per pieces, and they took the fafliion of 

inferting a bit of brafs in the copper from 

the King’s latter Farthings, the better to 

prevent counterfeiting: but for what value 

they were originally intended, or made 

current, is uncertain. Afterwards they 

paffed for the value the common people 

put upon them ; and being fomething hea¬ 

vier than King Charles the Second’s beft 

Irijh Halfpence, went currently for fuch. 

CHARLES II. A. D. 1648-9. 

Char. II. The firft Money * that bore the name 

'—“—’ of King Charles the Second, was coined by 

Colonel John Morrisy Governor of Po?ite- 

fradi Caftle, round which is infcribed, 

cAROLvs. sECVNDVS. 164S. with the 

flandard in the middle tower, between P. C. 

Reverfe, C. R. crowned, dvm. spiro. 

SPERO. 

a Thorefby, N® 426, 
Another 
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Another has a Crown, with this in- 

fcription in the field under it, hanc. 

DEvs.DEDiT. 1648. Citcumfcribed CA¬ 

ROL. II. D. G. MAG. B. F. ET. H. REX. 

Reverfc, the caftle, with P. C. above it, 

and this legend, post, mortem, patris. 

PRO. FiL 10. 

A third odlangular, carol vs, &c. Re- 

verfe, the cafiile, P, C. having a cannon 

pointing out of the left fide, and on the 

other, oBs. Weight, three pennyweights, 

three grains. 

Thefe FontefraB pieces are the only 

Coins of King Charles the Second before 

the Rejioration: for the day the father was 

murdered, an adl of the Commons pafled to 

difinherit the fon. They voted the Houfe 

of Lords ufelefs, monarchy abolilhed, and 

England a commonwealth. Every thing 

was altered that bore any marks of royalty; 

a new great feal was appointed, and Money 

ordered to be coined in the name of the 

Parliament and Commons of England. 

They had before (as has been obferved) 

coined Money with the King’s Ramp, both 

f gold and filver, diRinguilhed by^he letter 

Z3 " (P.) 
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Char. ii. (P.) and, in September 1647, an ordinance* 

pafled both houfes, declaring, that thence¬ 

forth no clipped Money fliouldbe current 

or payable in the kingdom, but to be 

elleemed as bullion ^ but, to prevent any 

inconvenience to thofe in remote parts of 

the kingdom, that could not fell them but 

at under rates, this clipped Money, for 

three months, was to be allowed of in pay¬ 

ment, at four Shillings and Tenpence per 

ounce ; but, at the fame time, all perfons 

were to take notice, that fuch clipped 

Money would yield in London four Shil¬ 

lings and Elevenpence per ounce, at the 

lead. By this means great quantities ** were 

fold to goldfmiths, who, inllead of melting 

it, fold the fame again at five Shillings and 

Sixpence, live Shillings and Eightpence, 

and fix Shillings per ounce, which at the 

Tower would make but five Shillings: and 

this they made a trade of, buying and felling 

it twenty times over ; whereas, if all per¬ 

fons exchanging clipped Money, had been 

enjoined, under a penalty, to fee it cut in 

pieces, this inconvenience might have been 

avoided. And though twenty millions' was 

coined within twenty-five years, according 

* Rufhworth, pt. 4, vol. 2, p. 801. Violet, p. 48, 

' Jhid. 
to 
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to the mint books, it was almofi: all tranf- char. II. 

ported and melted down ; fo that weighty '— 

gold was as precious in the kingdom as 

diamonds. 

The commonwealth coined gold pieces 

of twenty Shillings, ten Shillings, and five 

Shillings value, of the fame ifandard and 

weight as thofe of King Charles the Firft. 

Thefe have on one fide an antique fhield, i S. PI. 

with St. George'^s, crofs for Englandy en- ^^64. 

circled with a palm and a laurel branch, 

circumfcribed, the commonwealth of 

ENGLAND. Reverfc, two antique fliields 

conjoined ; in the firft St. George's crofs 

as before, in the other the harp for 

(as upon the reverfe of their new great feal,) 

and above the fhield the value in figures, 

XX. X.orV. The legend, GOD wi TH vs j 

which was the word at the battle of LutzeUy 

wherein the famous Gujiavus Adolphusy 

King of Swederiy was killed. After, the le¬ 

gend follows the date, 1649, 1656, 1651, 

1652, 1653* and even to the Reftoration j 

for I have feen both a-XX. andX. Shilling- 

Piece of 1660. A fun the mint-mark. 

The filver Money bears the fame Ramp, 

from a Crown to a Sixpence, having the 

Z 4 value 
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Char. II. value in figures above the double fhield, 

viz. V. IIvi. Xii. and VI. from the year 

1649, to 1654. 

The Twopenccs and Pennies have II. 

and I. above the arms, but without any 

infcription on either fide. 

The Halfpennies only a fhield with 

St. George's crofs on one fide, and a fhield 

with a harp on the other. 

There are likewife milled Half Crowns, 

Shillings, and Sixpences of 1651, with 

graining upon the outer edge, bearing the 

fame ftamp as the Commonwealth ham¬ 

mered Money; and this is the firft corn- 

pleat filver milled Money, that of Queen 

'Elizabeth and King Charles being only 

marked upon the flat edge. 

Blondeaus Half Crown has likewife the 

fame flamp, but this infcription added 

upon the rim, trvth. & peace. 1651. 

PETRVS.BLOND^VS. INVENTOR. FECIT. 

Another of 1651, with the fame infcrip¬ 

tion upon the rim as was ufed upon the 

Commonwealth great feal, which, accord¬ 

ing to Whitlock % was the fancy of Henry 

Martin-, viz. in the third year of 

FREDOM, BY GODS BLESSING RESTORED. 

»P.38i. 

But 
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But whether this was done hy Blondeau, or 

the State minters in the T’ower, I do not 

know, but mod: probably the latter. 

This Peter BlondeaiP was a Frenchman^ 

and ^as he fays **) tne Council of State having 

feen patterns of Coins made by him, fent 

for him to London in September 1649; 

a while after- he made propofals to the 

committee of the Council of State for the 

mint, to coin the Money of the Common¬ 

wealth by a new invention of his own, not 

then pradlifed in any State in the world, 

which method would prevent counterfeit¬ 

ing, carting, wafhing, and clipping, being 

to be marked on both the fiat fides, and 

alfo about the thick edge j and after fome 

time, having given fpecimens of his art, 

his propofals were approved; whereupon 

the provort and mioniers of the mint in the 

Lowery enraged to be fupplanted by a 

foreigner, made their petition to the Coun¬ 

cil of State, fetting forth, that Blondeaus 

method was an old invention, which they 

knew as well as him, defiring to be 

put upon the trial with him^ and if the 

The Anfwer of the Corporation of Moniers to the Re- 

prefentation of Peter Blondeau, folio, printed for the Cor¬ 

poration of Moniers, 1653. i> Ib. 

State 
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Char. 11. State would have milled Money for the 

future, they propofed, that whereas they had 

now two Shillings and Fivepence for making 

the pound 'Troy of gold into Coin, by the 

hammer, and the State fifteen Shillings and 

Ninepence the pound Troy for working the 

filver, they would make fair milled Money 

for Twelvepence the pound weight of 

filver, as fair as any Money current in 

Chrifiendom, and milled gold Nloney, as 

fair and beautiful as tht Louis and Cur deques 

of France,- for fiv^ Shillings the pound 

weight, which was under the price pro- 

pofed by Flondeaii. 

Upon this propofal the Moniers were 

dire<5ted (in May and yime 1651) to make 

fome patterns as broad as a Shilling, a Half 

Crown, and a Twenty Shilling Piece of 

gold, in a mill, the motto about the edges, 

TRVTH. AND. PEACE. And fome of the 

fame pieces to have a graining about the 

edges, according to Queen Flizabeth’s pat¬ 

terns of Mill-money, and to prefent' the 

' fame the third of Jidy following, that 

fo the committee might fee the pieces, and 

confider what was fitted: to prelent to the 

Council of State, for the more handfome 

making 
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making the Monies of the Common¬ 

wealth. 

Accordingly, David RamadgCy one of 

the moniers, made a dozen pieces as fpeci- 

mens of gold and filver, with letters about 

the edge, and with a, double graining, 

fairer and more exadt than Blondeauz 

pieces, which he had made to the number 

of three hundred. Half Crowns, Shillings, 

Sixpences, and fome gold pieces. Upon 

this difappointment, Blondeau difperfed a 

memorial in his own defence, charging 

the provoft and moniers with fcandalous 

pradlices. To this they replied, and the 

controverfy continued till 1652. But, in 

the mean time, Blondeau being detedled of 

coining Money privately at a houfe in the 

Stra?2dy and making counterfeit Half 

Crowns, Shillings, and Sixpences, plated 

with filver, the committee prefently or¬ 

dered all his coining tools and irons to be 

feized, and fent to the T^ower, which was 

done, and the moniers defired leave to in- 

didt him for treafon. What became of him 

afterwards does not appear; perhaps, by 

this means having got all the information 

they wanted, they let him go quietly back 

Xq France^ after having attended the plea- 

fure 
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n. fure of the State three years and a half. 

Doubtlefs, the moniers were not at his 

firft coming fo well {killed in the mill as 

Blondeau ; but that he was the inventor, 

as he Ifiles himfelf, either of the graining, 

or infeription upon the rim, was falfe ; for 

the former is feen upon fome Coins of 

Queen Elizabeth's milled Money; and Le 

" Blanc mentions “ a Frank of Henry the 

Fourth, and a ^iart-T>'ecu of Louis the 

Thirteenth, with an infeription upon the 

rim. 

It is certain, the Money coined upon 

this occafion, is the firft Englijh Money 

with an infeription upon the edge; but 

how far this was owing to Blondeau, is 

doubtful, fince Symons's Coins of Oliver, 

which were {truck foon after, exceeded any 

that had been coined before; though, by 

not bringing this milled Money into com¬ 

mon ufe, it is evident the mill was not 

brought to perfedtion, and therefore the 

hammered Money was continued to the 

Bejioration. 

There were feveral defigns for copper 

Farthings. One has the antique fhield with 

the crofs under a garland, englands 

* p.294,296. 
FAR- 
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FARTHING. Rcverfc, the harp, for NE-Chan II. 

CESSARY. CHANGE. Another has the crofs ' 

and harp quarterly upon the reverfe. 

A Farthing with the like diield and 

crofs, without the garland, farthing- 

TOKENS. OF ENGLAND. Reverfe, the 

Shield with the harp, for. necessity. 

OF CHANGE. 1649, and has graining upon 

the outer edge. 

A Brijiol Farthing with the arms of 

BriJiolj 1652. 

In New England Money was likewile 

coined. This has on one fide a tree, cir- * 

cumfcribed masathvsets. in. Reverfe, 

NEW. ENGLAND. AN. DO. and in the area 
t 

the date 1652, and under it the value XII. 

The Sixpence has VI. The Threepences 

have III. but want the word in. on one 

fide, and an. do. on the other. 

The Twopences have II. Of thefe are 

various forts, fome with a different tree, 

others octangular, of different lizes, and 

coined in different years, but all bearing 

the fame date, 1652, when only they had 

the liberty of a mint. . 

Of Maryland is a beautiful Shilling, 

having on one fide the buff of the Lord 

Baltimore^ proprietor of that country, in 

profile. 
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profile, bare headed, c^cilivs. dnSi 

TERR^. MARi^. 6ccT. Reverfc, an 

efcocheon of his arms, viz. Pally of fix, a 

bend countercharged, and on the fides the 

figures XII. for the value* under an arched 

crown ; (whereas Barons had not coronets 

till the thirteenth of Charles the Second,) 

and with a fuitable motto, crescite. et* 

MVLTIPLICAMINI. 

Mr. T’horejby' mentions a Groat of the 

fame mint, and a copper Coin of the fame 

place like the Shilling, with VL which, 

no doubt, was the ftamp of the Sixpence, 

for I have feen that of the Shilling likewife 

in copper. 

After the battle of Worcejier, the Parlia¬ 

ment growing jealous of CromwelVs, great- 

nefs, he refolved to diffolve them, and take 

the power in his own hands, and a lucky 

incident is faidto have favoured his de- 

fign; three Hamburgh fhips, viz. the 

Samp/oHy Salvadory and St. Georgey had been 

flopped fome time before, with near three 

• hundred thoufand pounds on board in filver, 

upon fufpicion that it was the property of 

the Dutch. This was fuch a favourable 

A- 

. » N° 446, 447. Violet’i Appeal to Cxfar, 4to. 

Lend. 1660, p. 38, 45. 
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clrcumflance as Cromwell wanted ; he fent Char IL 

for copies of the bills of loading, and the '— 

value of the filver, and could not deep till 

he had got it in the T’o'wer; for which pur- 

pofe he detached a guard of foldiers oH 

board the diips to feize it, and if he had 

not got this Money into his hand (fays the 

author) he durft not have diflblved the 

Parliament. Soon after this, he affumed 

the title of FroteBor, which was confirmed 

by Parliament, though he was not pub- 

lickly inverted with that office, till 1657 : 

but that was merely form, for he had all 

the regalia of an abfolute prince from the 

time he affunied the title of ProteBor, 

and coined Money with his effigies, fome of 

it bearing date in which was the year 

before his invertiture, though the greater 

part is of the year 1658. 

1 he Coins of the ProteBor are Twenty- 

Shilling and Fifty-Shilling Pieces of gold, 

and it is faid there was a dye prepared for 

Ten-Shilling Pieces. Andof filver. Crowns, 

Half-Crowns, Shillings, and Sixpences, all 

of the fame weight and finenels as the 

Commonwealth Money. They are an ex¬ 

cellent dye, done by the mafterly hand of 

Symonds, exceeding any thing of that kind, 

that had been done fince the Romans, and 

in 
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Char. II. in like manner he appears thereon, his bufb, 

’ ^ ’ C^r-like, laureat, looking to the right, 

with whifkers, and a fmall tuft upon the 

* Vll*^* under lip, olivar. d. g. r. p. ang. sco 

hib. &c. pro. Reverfe, under the royal 

crown, a fliield of arms, quartering in the 

firfland fourth quarters, St. Geo7‘ge\ crofs 

for England; fecond, St. Andrew's crofs 

for Scotland y third, the harp for Ireland 

and his paternal arms in an efcutcheon in 

the centre, viz. a lion rampant; legend, 

PAX. Oy^RITVR. BELLO, 1656, Or 1658. 

They are all milled Money, with curious 

graining upon the outer edge. But the 

Fifty-Shilling Piece, Crown, and Half 

Crown have this circumfcription upon the 

rim, or thick edge of the Coinj has. 

NISI. PER IT VR vs. MI HI. ADIMAT. NE¬ 

MO. The Crown of 1658 has a flaw or 

crack acrofs the neck. 

There is likewife a copper Farthing, 

with the Erotellors buft laureat. Oliver. 

PROT. ANG. SCO. IRL. Reverfe, three 

pillars joined together, and on the top of 

them, the crofs of St. George, the crofs of 

St. Andrew, and the harp for the three 

kingdoms, thvs. vnited. invincible. 

The-fame device is fecn upon a fmall filver- 

medal of the Commonwealth, of 1648, 

and 



OF English Money. 

find like wife upon a copper piece, which 

probably was a defign for a Farthing. 

But notwithflanding thefe Coins of 

Oliver^ thofe of the Commonwealth were 

continued to be coined till the Reitoration^ 

which Oliver could do no lefs than permit 

to carry on the farce, as he had fubmitted 

to receive his authority from the Parlia¬ 

ment 5 fo that the Coin exhibited the 

greateft contradiction in government, a 

tyrant and a commonwealth, at the fame 

time acting under one and the fame au- 

thorityi 

It is faid% there was levied from the 

year 1641 to 1647, above forty millions in 

Money, and Money’s worth, and that the 

Parliament raifed in all upon the nation, 

during the courfe of the civil war, and af¬ 

terwards, above ninety-five million, five 

hundred, and twelve thoufand pounds. 

After the refiioration of King Charles^ 

anno 1660, the State’s or Commonwealth 

Money was called in, both gold and filver, 

and other Money coined, of the fame ffan- 

dard and value as his father’s, viz. Crown 

gold of twenty-two carrats fine, and Jler- 

* Tindal’s Rapin, p. 467. Notes. 
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Char. II. ling filver; which flandards have bcerl 

conftantly ufed ever fince. 

The next thing to be taken into confi- 

deration, was the melting down the Coin, 

which had exhaufted the heft Money, and 

left little elfe than light, clipped, and coun¬ 

terfeit Money for the current ufe of the 

kingdom. This had been owing> in a great 

meafure, to the infufficiency of the laws, 

the ftatute of Richard the Second extend¬ 

ing only to Groats, which were the larged: 

filver Coins then in ufe, whereby the force 

of the ftatute was eluded, and ^Coins above 

the value of a Groat were melted down by 

goldfmiths and others. It was therefore 

now enadledThat no perfon fhould melt 

any of the lilver Mooney of the realm, 

under the penalty of forfeiting double the 

value, and fix months imprifonment; and 

if he was a freeman of any corporation, 

to be disfranchifed. But the beft fecurity 

againft this practice was coining the milled 

Money in 1662, which proved more ef- 

feclual than all the laws that had hitherto 

been made. The next year, in an a<ft’' for 

the encouragement of trade, it was made 

lawful to export all forts of foreign Coin 

» St. 13 & 14, Car. 2, ch. 3>. ** St. 15, Car. 2, 
cap.'j, fe^l. 12. 

or 
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bf bullion, of gold and filver, in regard 

that feveral conhderable and advantageous 

trades could not be conveniently carried 

on without Money or bullion ; and that it 

was found, by experience, that they were 

carried in greated; abundance (as to a com¬ 

mon market) to fuch places as gave free 

liberty for exporting the fame; and that it 

fcrved the better to keep in, and increafe 

the current Coins of the kingdom. 

In the eighteenth of Charles the Second^ 

an ad; palfed for the encouraging the 

coinage. His Majefty had been pleafed to 

bear out of his revenue, half the charge of 

the coinage of filver Money; for the pre¬ 

venting of which charge to his Maje% 

and to encourage perfons to bring gold and 

filver to the mint to be coined, it was 

enaded, that every perfon bringing any 

foreign Coin or bullion to the mint to be 

coined, fhould have the fame effayed and 

melted down, without any charge or de¬ 

falcation, and for every pound 'Troy of 

crown gold, or Jlerling filver, fliould re¬ 

ceive the like weight in coined Money, of 

crown or flandard gold, and of Jierlwg or 

dandard filver 3 and if the bullion, fo 

cap. 5. 25 Car. II. cap. 8. 

^ ^ 2 brought, 

* St. 18 Car. II. 
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. brought, was finer or coarfer than crown 

' gold, or fi:andard filver, lb much more, or 

lefs fhould be allowed as it was better or 

worfe, and without any charge of coinage, 

cr without any undue preference in the 

coinage : and to defray the chaiges of the 

mint and the coinage, a duty was laid upon 

wines, &c. with a claufe for paying fix 

liundred pounds a year to Dame Barbara 

Villiersy who, by letters patent dated the 

twentieth of Jlugujl, in the twelfth year 

of his Majefiy’s reign, had a grant of 

Twopence by tale out of every pound 

^roy of filver Monies, for twenty-one years. 

Very great quantities of gold and filver 

were brought to the mint by means of this 

abt, which was therefore continued by the 

fucceeding Princes. 

The firft Money of King Charles the 

Second, after his reftoration, was coined 

by indenture * With Sir Ralph Frcenian^ to 

be of the fame goodnefs as his father’s, both 

for gold and filver. This was of the ham- 

mejed fort j for, probably, the minters, 

who were employed to coin Oliver s milled 

Money, being under apprehenfions of 

danger, upon the King s reftoration, dif- 

perfed 
» Lownds, p. SS* 
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perled tliemfelves, with their engines, and Char. ir. 

k was neceiTary to fet the hammer at'—“—' 

work immediately, to fupply the place of 

the Commonwealth Money, which was 

called in. . » 

The hammered gold Money has thezS.P.VL 

King’s buft in armour, looking to the^^'*'^' 

right, with a wig (after the Fre?ich fadi- 

ion) laureat, the infcription going quite 

round the head, carolvs. ii. d. g. mag. 

BRIT. FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. Reverfe, 

the arms in an oval Ihield, crowned, be¬ 

tween C. R. Legend, florent. Con¬ 

cordia. REGNA. A crown the mint- 

mark. 

The filver hammered Money has the i s. Pi, 

King s buft in like manner, with a laced n^Ss. 

band, and the crown upon his head inftead 

of the laurel, carolvs. ii. d. g. mag. 

BRI. FRA. ET. HIB. REX. Reverfe, the 

arms in a fliield, divided by the old crofs, 

CHRISTO. AVSPICE. REGNO. 

The Shilling has XII. behind the head ; 

the Sixpence VI. but there is another fort 

without the figures, or the inner circle 

about the head, which comes fbmething 

nearer the milled Money. 

The 



An Historical Account 

Char, II. The lefTer pieces, from a Groat to a 

'' ' Penny, have the fame ftamp and mint-mark, 

with the figures denoting their value, be¬ 

hind the head ; but fome are without 

figures ; and the titles upon the Penny are 

abbreviated to m. b. f. & h. 

The hammered Money continued in ufe 

till 1662, when the mill took place. There 

was indeed a neceffity for fome new me¬ 

thod of coining, for the hammered Money 

being made unequal, and uneven, with 

fmall engines which might be worked pri^ 

vately,it was impoflible to prevent counter¬ 

feiting and clipping. Queen Elizabeth 

had it under confideration in her time, 

and coined a great deal of Money in the 

mill, befides fome few gold pieces with 

graining upon the rim. King Charles the 

Firft had likewife very good milled Money 

coined by Briott, and the fame, no doubt, 

would have been farther improved, and 

eftablifhcd in his time here, as it was in 

France, had not the rebellion prevented it. 

But this milled Money of Queen Elizabeth 

and King Charles the Firft, had not the 

graining, or letters upon the rim, whereby, 

though in fome meafure it was fecured 

^gainft clipping, it remained ftiU expofed. 

tQ 



to be lefTened and moulded. Afterwards, 

the mill being perfeded and eftablilhed in 

France, the Commonwealth fent* {oxBloyi^ 

deau from thence to coin milled ,Money 

here, which had taken effed, had it not 

been prevented by the combination of the 

hammer-men of’ the mint, in the fame 

manner as Briott had formerly been ferved 

in France. In the mean time, the practice 

of clipping was grown fo bad, that the 

Money was reduced to lefs than half the 

intrinlic value. But the legal government 

was no fooner re-eftablidled, than this evil 

was confidered, and by one warrant \ dated 

the fifth of November 1662, one other 

warrant, dated the eighth of April 1663, 

and a third warrant, dated the twenty- 

fourth of December 1663, Another fort 

of Money called Milled Money, was firfi: 

“ fabricated to be current in F?igland, with 

‘‘ graining or letters upon the rim; which 

“ milled Money is made after this manner ; 

“ Firft, The gold or filver is call out of 

‘‘ the melting-pot into long fiat bars, 

“ which bars are drawn through a mill 

(wrought by ahorfe) to produce the jufl 

* Blondeau’s Memorial, and the Moniers Anfwer to Peter 

Blondeau, 1653, folio, Lownds, p. 95, 96, ElTay. 

A a 4 thicks 
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• ‘‘ thicknefs of the feveral fpecies to be 

** coined: then with forcible engines, 

** called CutterSy which anfwer exaftly to 

the refpe(ftive lizes of the Money, the 

“ round pieces are cut out from the flat bar, 

“ lhaped as aforefaid, (the refidue whereof, 

called Sizely is melted again) and then 

every piece is weighed, and made to 

‘‘‘agree exadily with the intended weight, 

“ and afterwards carried to other engines, 

“ (wrought fecretly) which put the letters 

“ upon the edges of the larger filver pieces, 
r 

“ and the graining upon the fmaller. The 

“ next thing is the blanching performed, 

“ (that is, made white or refulgent by 

“ nealing or boiling; and, Lailly, Every 

“ piece is brought to the prefs, which is 

“ called the Milly (wrought by the ilrength 

“ of men) and there receives the fliamp, 

“ which makes it perfedt Money.” By 

this method of coining, the Money is ef- 

fedlually fecured from counterfeiting, clip¬ 

ping, moulding, or wafhing j for the 

engines being many, large, chargeable, and 

difficult to be made, requiring a large room, 

and many hands to work it, it is almofl; 

impoffible to be done without difeovery; 

and the graining fecures it from clipping 
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or moulding; nor can it be wa/hed without Char. ii. 

taking away the brightnefs and polifhing : ' * 

So that King may juftly be ftiled 

Rejiitutor Monefte, and well deferved to be 

celebrated by a medal, as was done, upon 

the like occahon, in honour of Lewis the 

Thirteenth of Fra7ice, though the ufe of 

the hammer was not interdidled till the 

fecond year * of Lewis the Fourteenth. The 

milled Money was all of crown gold, and 

Jierlmg filver, which flandard has ever lince 

continued. 

Of this firft milled Money in 1662, is 

a very fair Crown Piece, fomething broader 

than any that followed. It has the King’s 

buft laureat, looking to the left, contrary 

to the hammered Money, whereon he looks 

to the right, like his father; and from this 

time it was conftantly obferved to make 

the fuccelTor look the contrary way; 

CAROLvs.ii.DEi. GRA. and Under tho 

King’s head a rofe, from whence it is com¬ 

monly called th.Q Rofe Crown. Reverfe, the 

arms in four feparate fhields, crowned, 

crofs-wife, pointing to the ftar of the garter 

in the centre; the crowns interfed:ing the 

legend, and two C’s interlink’d in each 

* Le Blanc, p. 303. 

quarter. 



362 An Historical Account 

Char. 11. quarter, mag. br. fra. et. hib. rex, 

1662. Upon the rim, DECvs. ET. tvta- 

MENj. firft fuggefled.to Mr. Slingjby (mafter 

of the mint) by Mv. Evelyn^y out of a 

viniet of Cardinal de Richileaus Greek Tef- 

tameht, printed at i\\t Louvre ^ and in 

imitation of our’s, the Fre?ich had foon after 

their circumfcription about the Coin. The 

arms, as they are here marihalled, have in 

the top and bottom fhield, Fra?2ce and 

England quarterly ; Ireland on the dexter- 

fide, (which is the fecond place) and on 

the finifter, Scotland. But in all the milled 

Money which followed, France and England 

being borne feparately, that of France 

(which had been conftantly borne in the 

firfl quarter, hngly, till yames the Firlf, 

and afterwards in the hrif place quarterly 

with England') is placed in the bottom 

fliield, or fourth quarter. This irregular 

bearing firft appeared upon the nativity 

medals of Charles the Second, in 1630, 

where thefhields are placed in this manner; 

and, no doubt, was originally owing to the 

ignorance of the graver, who knew no other 

way to place the arms circularly, than 

following each other, like the titles. 

» Evdyn’s Numifmata, p, 225, 

unlefs 



OF English Money. 
% 

unlefs (as I have heard) that the arms of 

each kingdom might fall under the refpec- 

tive title in the legend : and this witty 

conceit has ever fince prevailed upon the 

Coin, except in fome of King William and 

Queen Marys Money, where the arms are 

rightly marflialled in one fliield. That this 

was owing to the ignorance of the work¬ 

man, and not with any delign to alter 

the difpofition of the arms, is evident from 

the arms upon the great feal, where France 

is borne quarterly with England, in the firfl; 

and fourth quarters, as it was likewife ufed 

upon all other occafions, till the alteration 

occafioned by the union with Scotland in 

1708. 

The other milled Crowns, and Half 

Crowns, have the King’s head laureat, like 

the former, but without the rofe, caro- 

Lus II. DEI. GRATIA. Revcrfc, like the 

former, only, as I have obferved, the arms 

of England and France are borne feparately, 

in the firftand four fhields; and upon the 

rim is added the date, viz. decvs. et. tv- 

TAMEN. ANNO. REGNI. VICESIMO, OC¬ 

TAVO. But one of his eighteenth year has 

the date in numerals, anno, regni. xviii. 

Another of 1666, has an elephant under 
the head. 

And 
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And I muft not omit the celebrated 

Crown by Simon, prelented to the Lord 

Chancellor Clarendon, with a petition to 

his Majefty upon the rim, being a laudable 

contention between him and Rofie, It has 

his Majefty’s head laureat, carolvs.dei. 

GRA. and under the head simon. Reverfe, 

like the ordinary Crown, but in the centre 

the figure of St^. George within the garter, 

the date 1663, and this circumfeription in 

two lines upon the rim, thomas simon 

MOST HUMBLY PRAYS YOVR MAJESTY, 

TO COMPARE THIS HIS TRYAL PIECE 

WITH THE DUTCH, AND IF MORETRVLY 

DRAWN AND IMBOSSED, MORE GRACE¬ 

FULLY ORDERED, AND MORE ACCV- 

RATELY ENGRAVEN, TO RELIEVE HIM. 

There is a good draught of this piece in 

'Evelyn, p. 239. 

Another of the fame Ifamp, inftead of 

the petition, has this legend upon the rim, 

REDDITE. QVuT. C^SARIS. C^SARI. 

The Shillings and Sixpences have both 

fides like the Crown, the arms of the four 

kingdoms in four feparate fhields : that of 

1663, has the King’s head admirably well 

done. One Shilling has an elephant under 

the 
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the head, another has the Prince’s devife. Char. IL 

and the fame in the centre of the reverfe,' 

in the place of the ftar and garter j and I 

have feen one with the Guinea ftamp, 

which, I fuppofe was only a curiofity, and 

not current. The Sixpences are like the 

Shillings, and all of them have graining 

upon the rim, the ftrokes going directly 

acrofs, both upon thefe and the Guineas, 

till 1669, when they were altered to dia¬ 

gonal ftrokes, which were continued in ufe 

till 1739. 

The fmaller pieces of the milled Money 

have no graining upon the rims; the firft: 

coinage of thefe from a Groat to a Penny, 

bear the ftamp of the hammered Money, 

viz. the King’s buft crowned, looking to 

the right, in a laced band, and the nume¬ 

rals for the value behind the head, which 

extends to the edge of the Coin; carol vs^ 

D.G.M.B.Fi & Hi REX. Reverfe, the arms 

divided by the old crofs, and the motto, 

CHRISTO, &c. A Crown the mint-mark. 

Thofe of the latter coinage have the King’s 

buft laureat, looking to the left, like the 

Shilling, cAROLvs. ii. dei. gratia, 

Reverfe, MAGi br. fra. et* hib. rex. 

W'ith 



An Historical Account 

II. with the date. The Penny has one c* 

under the crown, which interfedts the date 

in the legend. The Twopence, in like 

manner, has two c's interlinked: the 
i 

Threepence three c’s interlinked triangu¬ 

lar 3 and the Groat four c’s, forming a 

crofs, with the rofe, fleur de Its, and 

harp in the quarters. 

The firft gold mill Money has the fame 

flamp as the hammered, but is fomething 

lefs, and has the value added in figrures 

behind the head, but no graining upon 

the edge. 

Another, of the fame kind, has his bull 

extending to the edge of the Coin, without 

the figures behind the head. It is confi- 

derably lefs than the former, though much 

broader than a Guinea, and is called by 

fome the Unmilled Guinea, as having no 

graining upon the rim.^ car. iij d. G. m.- 

ER. FR. ET. HI. REX. Reverfc, the arms 

in a fhield crowned, with the date above^ 

1662. FLORENT. CONCORDIA. REGNA. 

It is the befi; ftamp of any of his Money.- 

The Guineas took their name from the 

gold brought from Guinea by the African 

Company, who, as an encouragement to. 

bring over gold to be coined, were per¬ 
mitted, 
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niitted, by their charter, to have their Char. ir. 

ftamp of an elephant upon the Coin made'— 

t\iQ Africati gold. Of thefe'Guineas, 

forty-four and a half were coined out of the 

pound Trey, to go for twenty Shillings each, 

though they never went for fo little. From 

his fifteenth year, we have thefe milled 

Guineas and Half-Guineas, with graining 

upon the edge like the milled Shillings, 

having on one fide the King’s head laureat, 

with the neck bare, which is the difference 

between the Guinea and Shilling ftamp. 

CAROLVS. II. DEI. GRATIA. Reverfe, 2s.p.vt 

four fhields in crofs, with the arms of the^^"^^' 

four kingdoms as the Shillings, but having 

four c’s interlinked, crofs-wife in the 

centre, and the addition of four feeptres 

in the quarters, furmounted with the badges 

of the four kingdoms, viz. the crofs for 

'England, the thiflle for Scotland, the fleur de 

Its for France, and tne harp for Ireland, 

Some of thefe Guineas have the elephant 

under the King’s head, with a cafile upon 

his back, others the elephant without the 

caftle. 

There are likewife Forty-Shilling Pieces, 

and Five-Pound Pieces, like the Guinea, 

but 
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Chan II. but the latter have the infcription' upon 

the rim, like the Crown Piece. 
It has been obferved, that the latter end 

of Queen Elizabeth'^ reign, there being no 
Farthings coined by public authority, and 
the fame being much wanted for fmall 

payment, almoft every tradefman made his 
own tokens. This was found very incon¬ 
venient to the public, and therefore King 
"James and King Charles both coined Far¬ 
thing Tokens; but none being, coined du¬ 
ring the Ufurpation, the former pradice 
was renewed, every corporation, and almoft 
every perfon in trade having their parti¬ 
cular Halfpence or Farthings of brafs or 

copper, of different dimenfions and forms; 

patents * were fometimes granted to cities, 

which continued in ufe till 1672, when 
the King’s copper Halfpence and Farthings 

took place. 
Thofe of corporations and towns had 

generally the name or arms of the place, 
and the value upon it; as the copper Half¬ 
penny of Nottinghamt having on one fide 
the arms of the corporation, and the other 
inferibed, Nottingham Halfpenny changed by 

the Chamberlainsy 1669. 

» Thorelby, 379. 
The 



OF English Money. 

The Nor-wich Farthing of copper, on Char. n. 

one lide the city arms. Reverfe, infcribed,'— 

Norwich Farthi?2<r. 

A brafs one of Tarmouth, the arms of 

the corporation, Great Tarmouth, 1667. 

Reverfe, the like arms. For the life of the 

Poor. 

A Lincoln Halfpenny, odangular, changed 

hy the Mayor^ 1669. 

The copper Farthing of Fetbiiryy on one 

lide the arms of the corporation, circum- 

fcribed, Armes of that Burrough. Reverfe, 

This Farthing is own'd in Tetbury, 1669. 

Henly has a Device, viz. the letter H. 

under a coronet, with rays ilTuing from a 

cloud over it. the corporation. Re¬ 

verfe, OF HENLY VPON THAMES THEIR 

halfpenny, of brafs. 

The London copper Halfpenny has on 

one fide an elephant, whence it is fome- 

times called the African Halfpenny ; and 

on the other the city arms, and round it, 

GOD PRESERVE LONDON. This is the 

larged; Halfpenny that ever was coined, 

fome of them weighing ten pennyweights 

eleven grains, which is above three penny¬ 

weights more than King Charles the Se¬ 

cond s bell Halfpence, and above four 

B b penny- 
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Char- II. pennyweights more than the Halfpennies 

' which have been coined fince. 

Thofe of private perfons have the letters 

of their name, their hgn, or the arms of 

the corporation, or company, to which 

they belong, and their name with the va¬ 

lue : and in London^ the ftreet wdiere they 

lived, their fign and trade. 

As, Steven Grediery his Halfpenny. Re- 

verfe. Of Margate in T^hanety with the 

arms of the corporation.—Another, the 

arms of the Eaftland Companjy and round 

it Phillip Cooke at Pederif-JVall, 1669, 

his Halfpenny,—John and Phomas Barkery 

their Halfpenny, Reverfe, the initial let¬ 

ters of their names, and round it. Of In- 

gatfoney ~fhonias Renolds tn^ the 

letters T. R. in the area. Reverfe, the 

like, and round it col Chester, Bay- 

maker. 

One with the letters nev. and round 

them, In Rat cliffy 1651. Reverfe, a boy 

with a pips lu his hand, Ht the Black 

Bo ay, 

A brafs one, with the date 1666, be¬ 

tween two rofes, Phonias Lucke in Mercers, 

Reverfe, Streety Breveery his Halfpejuiy, In 

the area, t. m. l. and a rofe. 
Another 
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Another brafs one, Elizabeth Pearce 

63, her Halfpenny, Reverfe, three doves[ 
St. Giles in the Fields, 

Some of thefe are very fmall, but in 

general, better than the patent Farthings 

of King James and King Charles, 

The firft copper Halfpence, coined by 

authority in this reign, was in 1665, 

having the King’s bull laureat, looking 

to the left, and the date under it, ca- 

Rolvs. a. carolo. Reverfe, Britannia 

fitting upon the globe, holding in her 

right hand an olive branch, and in her 

left the fpear and Ihield, whereon appears 

the erodes of St. George and St. Andrew 

interlinked qvatvor. maria, vindico. 

Exergue, Britannia. Thefe were by 

fome called ‘ Lord Lucas’s Farthings, 

from this noted fpeech upon that occafion j 

but were foon after called in, to pleafe a 

neighbouring monarch; they are therefore 

not very common, efpecially the Halfpence. 

There are a great many other defigns 

for Farthings extant; but the only Half¬ 

pence and Farthings made current, were 

thofe coined in 1672, fome whereof are' 

fnll in ufe. Thefe have the King’s head 

•Thorefby, N°478. 

B b 2 like 
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Char. II. like the former, carolvs. a. carolo, 

Reverfe, the figure of Britajmia as before ; 

but, inftead of the legend, qvatvor, 

&c. have only the name br i t anni a. and 

the date in the exergue. 

In the lafi: year of King Charles^ tin 

Farthings were coined, with a bit of cop¬ 

per in the middle, having the fame llamp 

as the copper ones, and upon the rim, 

NUMMORVM. FAMVLVS. 1684. 

The Scotch Money of King Charles^ has 

the King’s head looking to the left, con¬ 

trary to the Englijh, except upon the pieces 

of the mark; and this rule was obferved 

afterwards, except upon fome Scotch 

of Queen Anne. 

The Crown or Dollar of fifty-fix Shil¬ 

lings Scotch, has the King’s buft turned to 

the right, carolvs. ii. dei. gratia.' 

Reverfe, the four fliields of arms crowned, 

as upon the Englifl Crown Piece; only on 

thefe the arms of Scotland are in the firft 

place.* A thifile with leaves in each quar¬ 

ter, and two c’s interlinked in the centre, 

SCO. ANG. FR. ET. HIB. REX. 1679. but 

without either graining or letters upon 

the rim. 

The 
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The I-Ialf Crown, or Half Dollar, of Char. ir. 

1675, has a finall f. for the mint-mark, '—^^ 

under the head, and is well executed. 

•The Shilling, or Quarter-Dollar, and 

thcHalf Quarter Dollar, or Seven Shillings 

Scotch, have the fame ftamp. 

The Piece of Four Marks, has the King’s 

head laureat, looking to the left, a Thiftle 

under the head, carolvs. ii. dei. gra. 

Reverfe, the four Ihields of arms in crofs, 

Scotland being- b'irne fingly in the top and 

bottom (bields, and France and England 

quarterly in the finifter, which properly 

is the third place, and Ireland in the Dex¬ 

ter, which is the fourth; in each quarter 

two c s interlinked under a crown, break¬ 

ing into the legend j and the value in , 

the centre, mag. eri. fra. et. hie. 

REX. 1674* Without graining, or letters 

upon the rim. • - ' 

The Two Mark, the Mark, and the Half 

Mark, bear the fame Ramp, with their 

refped:ive values in the centre of the re¬ 
verfe, viz. VI 

A Quarter Mark has the King’s buft 2S.P.VI. 

laureat, looking to the right, carolvs. 

II. DEI. GRA. Reverfe, St. Andrew's 

crofs, with a crown in the centre, and 

^ b 3 the 
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Char. II. the badges of the four kingdoms in the 

* ' quarters, viz. a thiftle, rofe, Jio'wer de Its, 

and harp. sco. ang. fra. et. hib. 

REX. 1667. After this reign, all the 

pieces of the mark were difcontinued. 

Bothwells of two forts; the former has 

C. R. II. under a crown, car. ii. d. g. 

SCOT, ANG. fra. ET. HIB. REX. Re- 

verfe, the thiftle, nemo. me. impvne. 

lacesset, the latter of 1677, have the 

fword and fceptre in faltier, under a crown. 

Reverfe, the thiftle well ftamped, and 

legend on both fades as the former. 

The firft Halfpennies, called in Scotland 

Bailees, have the King’s head laureat^ 

looking to the right, car. ii. d. g. sco, 

ANG. FR. ET. HiB. R. Reverfc, the thif¬ 

tle with leaves, crowned, and legend, ne¬ 

mo, See. 1677. 
King Charles is faid to have coined no 

filver Money * for Ireland^ but, in his 

twelfth year, he granted a patent ^ to Sir 

Thomas Armjlrong, knight, for making 

Farthing Tokens of copper: they were 

\ like his father’s, and the fame bignefs, but 

thicker} having two feeptres in faltier 

through the crown3 carolvs. ii, d, g, 

a Irifti Hift. lib. P-171• ^ Hiftorical Regifter, 17?4» 

\ Pf 
\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 

M. B, 
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M. B. Reverie, the harp crowned, fra. Char. ii. 

ET.HiB. REX. Weight, one pennyweight,' 

iive grains. The latter Halfpence were 

coinedin his thirty-fecondyear, by patent* 

to the aforefaid Sir Thomas Armjirong^ and 

Colonel George Leggy for twenty-one years, 

to be coined in fuch places, and in fuch 

quantities, as they ihould think conveni¬ 

ent, without any proviiion for the good- 

nels and finenels of the copper, or any 

comptroller to infpecft the coinage; nor 

the pov/er of iifuing limited, to fuch as 

would voluntarily accept the fame, as ought 

to have been done; yet thefe were the bed 

that had ever been made for that kingdom, 

the pound weight of copper being coined 

into two Shillings and Eightpence. They 

have the King s buft laureat, looking to 

the left, CAROLvs. ii. dei. gratia. 

Reverfe, the harp crowned, and the date 

on the hdes of the crown, 1680, or 1683, 

MAG. BR. FRA. ET. HIB. REX. Tliofe 

of 1680 weigh one hundred and nineteen 

grains, the others of 1683 about one hun¬ 

dred and nine. 

* Report of the Committee of Privy Council, the 24th 
of July, 1724. 

Bb4 In In 
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Char. ir. In the Eajl Indies, at Bombay, two forts 

of Roupees were coined in this reign. 

Likewife Fanams, coined at Maderas, 

having on one fide a King in his robes 

without any infcription, and on the other 

two c’s interlinked, as u^on his Englifi 

Money. . 

yAMES II. A. D. 1684. 

James II. The Money of King James was Gui- 

’ neas. Half Guineas, Forty Shillings, and 

Five Pound Pieces of gold 5 and of filver. 

Crowns, Half Crowns, Shillings, Six¬ 

pences and Groats, of the fame flandard, 

weight and value, as the mill-money of 

King Charles the fecond -, viz. the gold of 

tV\^enty-two carrats line, and two carrats 

allay, called Crown Gold, the pound Troy 

being coined into forty-four Pounds ten 

Shillings-by tale; and the filver, of the old 

ftandard orfterling, three Pounds two Shil- 

\ lings by tale, as the fame has continued 

ever lince. So that the pound of gold, 

which, in Edward the third’s time, was 

worth thirteen Pounds, fourteen Pounds, or 

fifteen 
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fifteen Pounds in filver, isrifen, by degrees, Ja„es n. 

to forty-four Pounds ten Shillings, and the '—^ 

gold not quite fo fine neither : but with re¬ 

gard to each other, filver and gold have 

hept pretty near the fame proportion. 

1 he current fil ver Monies are of theyears 

1685, 86, 87, and 88, in England^ and 

of 1689, 90, and 91 in Ireland. 

The Crowns and Plalf Crowns have the 

King’s bull; laureat, looking to the right, 

lACOBvs II. DEI. GRATIA. Reverfe, the 

arms of the four kingdoms in feparatc 

fhields, and the ffar of the garter in the 

centre; mag. br. fra. et. hib. rex. 

1685. Upon the rim, decvs. et. 

TVTAMEN. ANNO. REGNI. PRIMO. 

The Shilling and Sixpence has the fame 

flamp with graining upon the rim. 

The Groat, Threepence, Twopence, and 

Penny, have the King’s head laureat, 

with the neck bare, like the gold Money, 

and the titles as the larger pieces. Re- 

yerfe, under a crown, as many figures, or 

initial letters of his name, as they con¬ 

tain pence. But thefe, like King Charles 

have no graining upon the edge, nor have ' 

any of thefe fpecies in the following reigns. 

The 
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James IJ. Tlie Guineas, Half Guineas, forty Shil- 

’ ^ling, and Five Pound Pieces, have the 

King’s head laureat, the neck bare, and 

the fime titles and reverfe as the filver 

Money, except that the centre is void, and 

the four feeptres are added in tlie quar¬ 

ters, having graining upon the rim as the 

Shilling: but the Five Pound Piecchas the 

infeription like the Crown. Of thefe fome 

have theelephan t with a caftle upon his back, 

under the head, being of the African gold. 

His Farthings and Pialfpence are of tin, 

v/ith a bit of copper through the middle, 

like King Charles^ tin Farthings, his bull 

laureat, iacobvs. secvndvs. Reverfe, 

BRITANNIA, and upon the reverfe, nvm- 

MORVM. FAMVLvs, * There was 

none of copper in En^landy or tin in Irc-^ 

land. 
The plantation Halfpenny, with grain¬ 

ing upon the rim, has the King’s ftatue on 

horfeback, in a military pofture, Ct^far- 

like, IACOBVS. ii,d. g.mag. bri.fran. 

ET. HiB. REX. Reverfe, the four Ihields 

in crofs, under as many crowns, the upper 

parts of the fhields faftened to each other 

by a chain, val. 24. part, real, 

HI span. 

His 
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His Forty Shilling Piece of Scotland, has J 

40. under the bud; laureat, turned to the ^ 

left, lACOBVS. II. DEI. GRATIA. Re- 

verfe, the arms crowned, mag. br it. fra. 

ET. IIIB. REX. 1687. 

The Ten Shilling Piece has 10. under 

the head, and reverfe,' St. Andrew'^ crofs, 

with the thidle, rofe, jieiir de Us, and 

harp at the points, and the four fhields of 

the four kingdoms crowned, in the quar¬ 

ters; mag. br! fra. et. hib. rex. 1687. 

being grained upon the edge,- which but 

few Scotch pieces are. 

In 1684, King James granted a patent* 

to John NoXy Alderman of Dublin, for 

the term of twenty-one years, for making 

Halfpence of copper, and the Money coined 

by this patent, was declared to be the cur¬ 

rent Coin of the kingdom of Ireland', and 

700 tons of copper was computed to be 

coined within the twenty-one years, without 

any complaint. They were of the like ftand- 

ard as thofe of King Charles the Second, 

having on one fide the King’s bufl laureat, 

looking to the right; iacobvs. ii. dei. 

gratia, Reverfe, the harp crowned, mag. 

* Report of the Committee of the Privy Council, the 

jf of July 1724, in Hiftorical Regifter, p. 129. 
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James II. br, FRA. ET. HIB. REX. The date OH Cach 

hdethecrown, 1686, or 1688. Thelat- 

ter have graining upon the rim. 

The 12th of 1688-9, YJxn^James 

landed at Kinfaky and the 24th entered the 

city of Dublin. Next morning he called 

acouncil, and publiflied five proclamations, 

one of which was, to raife fuch Coins as 

were current in Ireland. Neverthelefs, in 

three months he was reduced to fo great a 

fcarcity of Money, that, to fubfifl: his ar¬ 

my, he melted down old brafs guns % and 

kitchen utenfils, which being coined into 

Money, was made current by proclamation, 

the eighteenth o\'JunCy 1689, as Jierling 

filver, under fevere penalties, though the 

metalwasvaluedat nomorethan Threepence 

or a Groat the pound. In 'June 1689 there 

, was coined Sixpences, in July Shillings; 

and the twenty-eighth of Auguji the King 

, gave the royal affent to an adt for repeal¬ 

ing the flatute of the fixth of Henry the 

Fourth, againfl: multiplying of gold and 

lilver. From this time we have his Half 

Crowns of brafs or copper, with milling 

or graining upon the rim. Upon one fide 

his buft laureat, iacobvs. ii. dei. gra- 

® Irifli Hlftorical Library, p. 171. 

TIA, 
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TIA. Reverfe, mag. BR. fra. ET. HIB. James If. 

REX. 1689, two fceptres in faltier through '—'—' 

the crown, between I. R. Above the crown 

XXX. for the value, and “under it the 

name of the month when coined, there 

being of every month following, to 

1690, inclujive. They generally weigh 

from ten pennyweights eight grains, to 

eight pennyweights feventeen grains. But 

after April to O5iober 1690, a lighter fort 

was coined, of the fame Ramp, from feven 

pennyweights feven grains, to five penny¬ 

weights feven grains. The Shillings and 2S.P.VI. 

Sixpences, (which bore the fame Ramp)^°'^^' 

were reduced in proportion. There were 

likewife fome Shillings of filver that bore 

the fame impreffion. Of this copper and 

brafs Money % from June 1689, to July 

1690, when YAng yames left Ireland, one 

million, one hundred thoufand Pounds, 

was coined, according to Mr. Story, in his 

Hiftory of the Wars of Ireland', but Bi- 

fliop King fays, only nine hundred and fix- 

ty-five thoufand three hundred and feventy- 

five Pounds. 

But there being no circulation to bring 

this Money back into the treafury, they 

* Thorelby, p. 383. 

were 
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ir. were called in by proclamation, and the 

largeft fort of tliefe Half Crowns were re¬ 

vamped with the figure of the King on 

horfeback, in armour, holding a drawn 

fword in his hand, tac. ii. dei. gra. 

MAG. BRI. FRA. ET. HIB. REX. ReVCrfe, 

the four fliields of arms, c'rowned, and a 

crown in the centre. In the quarters, a no. 

DOM. 16-90. Legend, christo. vic- 

TORE. TRivMPHO. Upon mofi: of thefe 

the double Vamp appears, and being thus 

new Vamped, were ordered to pafs for 

Crowms. 

There were fome few of thefe Vamped 

in filver, weighing eleven pennyweights 

fifteen grains, with graining upon* the 

rim. 

But before King yantes left Ireland, 

even the brafs and copper “ failed, and 

pewter difiies were coined into Money, 

and a proclamation was prepared for the 

currency of it: but King William palling 

the Boyne, put a Vop to it. A bag of one 

hundred and fifty Crown Pieces of this 

metal was found in the treafury of Dublin, 

of the fame fafliion, infcription and big- 

nefs, as the brafs Crowns, but with this 

* Thorelby, p. 383. 



OF English Money. 

legend added on the rim. melioris. 

TESSERA. FAT I. ANNO. REGNl. SEXTO. 

The fame year there were Pennies coin¬ 

ed of pewter, with a bit of brafs or copper 

through the middle, and graining upon 

the edge, having the King’s head laureat, 

the neck bare, and behind the head the 

value, P- Jacobus II. Dei Gratia, Reverfe, 

Mag. Br. Fr.et. Hib. Rex. i6go. A crowned 

harp, and the half of it, or Halfpenny, 

without the value. 

After King James left Ireland, there was 

another fort of Money coined at Limerick, 

grained upon the edge ^ which, from the 

figure of Hibernia upon the reverfe, were 

commonly called Hibernia's; fome of brafs, 

and others of copper, fomething broader 

than his brafs Shillings. They have on one 

fide his buft laureat, iacobvs. ii. dei. 

gratia. Reverfe,reprefentedbya 

woman fitting, and refiing herfelf upon a 

harp, holding up a crofs in her right hand; 

iiiBERNiE. 1691. Some of thefe appear 

plainly to have been the former Shillings 

refiamped. 

King 
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King WILLIAM and Queen MART, 

A. D. 1688-9. 

w. & M. TP H E current Monies of King W illiam and 

* ' Queen Mary, are of the years i689> 9®» 

91, 92, and 93. Of filver, from a Crown 

to a Penny; of gold. Pieces of Five 

‘Pounds, Forty Shillings, Guineas and Half 

Guineas. Both gold and filver have their 

heads in profile, looking both to the left, 

in profpeaive, (as we fee upon a medal 

of King James and his Queen) the King’s 

before the Qu^een s, his head laureat, the 

bufts extending to the rim ; gvlielmvs. 

ET. MARIA. DEI GRATIA. Reverfc, 

MAG. BR. FR. ET. HI. REX. ET. REGI¬ 

NA. But there is fome difference in the 

bearing of the arms. The Half Crown 

of the firfl year has the arms in one large 

fliield, crowned, viz. firft, Lngland', fecond, 

Scotland-, third, Ireland; fourth, France, 

with Najau in the centre. This placing 

of France in the laft quarter, was certainly 

owing to the manner of placing the four 

fhields upon the former milled Money, 

where France is in the bottom flaield, 

which is the laft quarter: for, as a 
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proof that on fuch alteration was in 

tended in either cafe, the very fame yeir^ 

upon another Half Crov/n, the'irms are 

properly marfliaHed, viz.'Franci: and Eng- 

W quarterly, in the firft and fourth quar-' 

ters, Scotland in the fecond;- and Ireland in 

the third; and in an efcutcheon in the 

centre, the arms of being billety 

a lion rampant. - Upori; the rim, becvs 

ET TVTAMEN, ANNO REGNI, PRIMO/ 

The Crowns and Half Crowns'of theif 

third, fourth, and fixth years, have a dif¬ 

ferent dye, the head and'face being larger, 

and upon the reverfe the arms of the four 

kingdoms, in' feparate iliields,' crowned 

like tholb of King Charles ^and- Kl'n^ 

James. In each quarter the initial let¬ 

ters of their names, 'Mr. and M. inter¬ 

linked, and in the centre, the amis oiNaJJ'an 

in a circular Ihield, with 'four-figures 

round it, making the date of the year, 
1691. 

The Shillings and Sixpences are of the 

fame ftamp ; but the fmaller Pieces, from 

a Groat to a Penny, have only their heads, 

the necks bare,' d . g ; for IDei Gratia, and 

upon the reverfe, the figures, 4, 3, 2, and 
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w. & M. I, under a crown, denoting their refpe(5livc 

' values. 

2S.P.VI. The Guineaand Half Guinea have both 

their heads as before, the necks bare, as 

upon their fmall filver Money, gvliel- 

^VS. ET. MARIA. DEI. GRATIA. 

verfe, the arms in a fingle (hield,^ crowned, 

France and England being quartered in the 

firft and fourth quarters, Scotland in the 

fecond, and Ireland in the third, NaJJau in 

the centre, mag. br. fr. et. hib. rex. 

et. REGINA. 1693. The Forty Shilling 

Piece,'and Five Pound Piece, have only 

ibme little difference in the fafliion of the 

fhield„?ind^the latter the infcription upon 

the rim,, as the Grown Piece. 

' * The firft Farthings were of copper, 

with both their buffs like, the filver Mo¬ 

ney, gvlielmvs.et. maria. Reverfe, 

BR I'T ANN I A. Exergue, 1689. 

The next year tin Halfpence and Far¬ 

things were coined, with a bit of copper 

through the middle, having both their 

heads, with the legend and reverfe like the 

former,.except the date, and upon the rim, 

NVMMORVMr-F-^^^''^^^-^* The Far 

thing has the date both in the exergue and 

upon the rim. But thefe being frequently 
. ^ coui^iter- 
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counterfeited,newHaIfpenceand Farthings 
of copper were coined in 1694, like the 

hr/l, but a better flamp, and exhibiting 

the King in Ihort curled hair, more Ccefar- 

like^ exergue, 1694. Another fort, of 

the fame year, has much fmaller charad:ers 
than the other. 

Though the llate of the Coin had been 

very bad from the beginning of this reign, 

we find no laws relating thereto; only a 

repeal “ of the fiiatute of the fifth Henry 

the F ourth, againfi the multiplying of gold 

and filver, by reafon of the improvement 

in the art of refining metals and ores, 

upon condition the gold and filver, fo ex-, 

traded, was brought to the mint to be 

coined* And, to encourage perfons having 

mines to work the fame, it was declared, 

they fiiould not be hereafter adjudged 

royal, though gold or filver might be 

extraded out of the fame : and for the 

encouragement of coinage, the flatutes ‘’of 

the eighteenth and twenty-fifth oi Charles 

the Second were continued. 

But the grand evil'in Coin, the per¬ 

nicious pradice of clipping, was cither 

» Stat. I W. & M. c. 30.—5 & 6 w. & M. c. 6. 
. otat. 4 & 5 W. & M. c. 24. fed. 3. c Hift. Reign of 

William, Lond. 8vo. 1703, vol. 3, p. 49,120, 

C c not 
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W. & M. not heeded, or wilfully negleded, whereby 
it grew to fuch R height, that five Pounds 
was fcarce worth forty Shillings; befidesa 
great deal of bafe, counterfeit Money, 

clipped, the better todifguife it. The na¬ 

tion fuffered unfpeakably by this evil, both 

in carrying on the war, as well as trade. 
The fupplies raifed to maintain the army 
were rendered ineffedlual, by the unequal 
exchange, and exorbitant premiums, a 

Louis d'Or being, at that time, worth 
twenty-four Shillings, and a Guinea thirty 

Shillings: the Butch buying our manufac¬ 

tures with Guineas, by which profit, they 
were able to fell them abroad cheaper than 

our merchants : and not only the Butch, 

but all Europe fent their gold hither to buy 
our goods, and our filver, at this exorbi¬ 
tant price ; fo that the nation was impo- 
verifhed, and in danger of being undone, 

by plenty of gold. 
Melting down and exporting, had very 

much contributed to Icffen the filver fpecie. 

but clipping was undoubtedly the principal 
caufe, which, during the unfettled ftate of 
the nation for fifty years, had been carried 
on with impunity, by thofe who drove a 

trade in exchanging broad Money for 
clipped 
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clipped Money. To prevent this, an adl ■ 'J. &m: 
was palled, whereby, after the hrft of May '— 

1695, none was to take or pay undipped 

Money for more than the value, or to have 

filings or clippings in their cuftody, under 

very fevere penalties : None butgoldfmiths 

were to fell bullion, and the fame was not 

to be exported but by certificate, being 

firft ftamped at Goldfmiths Rail: and in ' 

cafe of feizing of bullion intended to be 

exported, the Onus Probandi was to lie on 

the claimer. But this had no effed to 

prevent clipping, or the currency of the 

clipped Money ; for notwithftanding thefe 

laws, and many examples of juftice, the 

evil was fo general, that no fufficien t remedy 

could be found " but recoining. Various ' 

were the opinions upon this occafion, 

whether to debafe the metal, lelTen the 

weight, or raife the value of the feveral 

fpecies of filver Coin, (as Mr. Lownds pro- 

pofed) equal to the price of filver (which 

was then commonly fold for fix Shillings 

and Threepence the ounce) in order to 

keep our Money at home. But at the 

fame time it was matter of fad, that five 

“ St. 6 and 7 W. 3, c. 17. '> St. 7W. 3, c. I. 

‘ Life of King Wiffiam, vol. 3, p. 120,122 

Cc 3 Shil- 
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Shillings and Twopence of good milled 

Money, would buy an ounce of filver; fo 

that the difference of the price did not 

arife from the grater value of the bullion, 

blit the lefler value of the Coin. In like 

manner, with regard to foreign countries, 

not the Coin, but the weight and finenefs 

of the bullion therein, was regarded as the 

jneafure of other commodities. And we 

had no way of keeping our Money at home, 

but by out-trading other nations 5 and in 

that cafe we fhould not want Money, 

' though we had no Coin of our own, Upon 

thefe confiderations, the parliament re- 

folved to recoin the clipped Money, 

* according to the eftablifhed ftandard of the 

mint both as to weight and finenefs, and 

that the lofs of fuch clipped Money 

fhould be borne by the public. 

As to the method to be obferved in this 

recoinage, it was enaded", Firjt, That the 

clipped Money in the exchequer fhould 

be told, weighed and delivered to the mint 

to be coined, according to indenture; the 

charge or coinage not to exceed Fourteen- 

pence in the Pound. That the receivers 

of the reyenue fhould take the clipped 

* gtat, 7 Wt 3» c. i. > Ibid, 
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Money in payment, till the fourth of May 

1696, though of a coarler allay than llan- 

dard, the fime not evidently appearinj^ to 

be copper, or bafe metal, or wafhed with 

filver only*'; which they were to pay into 

the exchequer by the twenty-fourth of 

^ime^ from whence it was to be fent to the 

'Tower to be recoined, and upon every hun¬ 

dred pounds weight Troyy forty pounds was 

to be coined into Shillings, and ten pounds 

weight into Sixpences. In the mean time, 

hammered Money having both rings, or 

the greateft part of the letters ap¬ 

pearing thereon, was to be current, being 

punched through, and if clipped after¬ 

wards, not to be received or paid by tale, 

under forfeiture; and Sixpences not 

clipped within the inner ring, to be cur¬ 

rent, being fterling filver : and the duty “ 

upon houfes and paper, were appropriated to 

make good the deficiency on the recoinage. 

This provifion by law to receive the 

clipped Money, was the greatefi; encourage¬ 

ment to promote clipping, and gave the 

clippers all the advantages they could de- 

fire, making the crime more general; for 

now they were fure of a market for their 

* Stat. 7 and 8 W. 3, c. 18. 

C c 4 clipped 
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w. & M. clipped Money ; lb that what had been 

' hoarded, and hitherto efcaped the Iheai s, 

now underwent the fame fate: and it is 

not improbable, that more was clipped 

and reclipped upon this general licence, 

than had been before, it being too com¬ 

monly thought no crime to cheat the pub¬ 

lic : and when the new Money firll came 

out, the difference “ between that and the 

old hammered Money, allowed to be cur¬ 

rent, fent a great deal into the melting pot, 

or abroad to purchafe gold, which was 

fuch a profitable commodity. 

The want of Coin ffill fubfilfing it was 

thought neceffary to give encouragement 

I to bring in milled Money, broad undipped 

Money, or wrought plate, and to prohibit 

the melting or exporting any Coin or bul¬ 

lion, or the ufe of plate in public houfes ; 

which laff had a good effed, and brought 

a great deal of bullion to the mint. 

In the mean time a paper-prop fup- 

ported the ffate, whilff its filver pillars 

were removed, which laid the foundation 

of our paper credit: but there v/as gold 

too much, neceffity giving a currency to 

» Life of King William 3, vol. 3, p. 125. ’’ Ib. 

Guineas, 
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Guineas, nil filver was fupplied; and as w. & M 

ibon as this was done in forac meafure,'—“—" 

Guineas were lowered to twenty-five Shil¬ 

lings, after the twenty-fifth of March 

1696, and Half Guineas, Double Guineas, 

and Five Pound Pieces in proportion, uii- 

der a penalty, but not compelling any one 

to receive them at that price. An aft * was 

likewife palfed for taking off the obliga¬ 

tion for coining Guineas, from the fecond 

of March 1695, till the firft of January 

following, during which time no Guineas 

were to be coined at the mint, and they 

were alfo forbid to be imported. The 

tenth of H/ir//1696, they were brought 

down to twenty-two Shillings, and being 

now reduced fo near the llandard, and the 

nation better flocked with the new filver 

Money, Guineas were again coined, and it 

was made lawful to import the fame. 

To bring in what filver remained, for a 

further fupply of the mint, all hammered 

filver Money", clipped or undipped, 

brought thither between the fourteenth of 

November 1696, and the firfl of July fol¬ 

lowing, was to be taken at five Shillings 

“ St. 7 and 8 W. 3, c. 13.--8 W. 3, c. i, fea. i. 

b St. 8 W. 3, c. 2.-8 and 9 W. 3, c. 7—9 W. 3, c. 2. 

and 
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w. & M. and Fourpence the ounce, and by receivers 

'—“—' and collectors of the taxes and revenues, at 

five Shillings and Eightpence the ounce, 

and carried to the next mint to be recoined. 

And after the firft of December 1696, no 

hammered filver Money (except as afore- 

faid) was to be current, otherwife than by 

weight, at five Shillings and Twopence 

the ounce ; and for wrought plate brought 

to the mint, between the fifth of January 

.1696, and the fourth of November 1697, 

was to allow five Shillings and Fourpence 

the ounce fierling, and the collectors of the 

land-tax were impowered to receive that 

tax in like manner, at the rate of five 

Shillings and Fourpence the ounce, before 

the firft of June 1697. 

After the tenth of January 1697, all 

hammered filver Money was declared un¬ 

lawful, and no Coin of the realm, but 

might be brought to any of his Majefty’s 

mints in the Jower^ or at the cities of 

Brijol, Exeter, Chejler, Norwich, and Tork, 

before the firft of March i6gj, to be coined. 

And to prevent the currency of clipped or 

counterfeit Money, any perfon * had li¬ 

cence to cut or deface fuch; or being other- 

» St. 9 and loW. 3, c. 2i. 
wife 



OF English Money. 

wife diminiflied, than by reafonable wear; w. & m. 

or that by the ftamp, imprelhon, colour, or '— 

v\ eight, he fhould fufpe(5t to be counterfeit. 

And as the greateft fecurity againft coun¬ 

terfeiting the milled Money, was the diffi¬ 

culty of being provided with coining- 

preffies, and tools for that purpofe, it was 

made high-treafon “ to make or mend any 

fuch, or any dyes, moulds, or tools for 

the fame, or even to have any fuch in cuf- 

tody, or to mark the edges of counterfeit 

Coin, or to make Pieces refembling the 

current Coin to be ftamped, or to make 

any malleable compof tion of mixed metal 

heavier than fiver. 

From 16^ i, to the fourteenth o£uduguji, 

there was brought to the London 

and country mints eight millions, four 

hundred thoufand pounds of clipped, light, 

and hammered Money; and, in all pro¬ 

bability, there might be a great fum ffand- 

ing out . and the milled fiver coined in 

King Chcinlcs the Second s, and 

rei^n, about two millions, two hundred 

thjufand Pounds; fo that all the fiver 

* St. 8 W. 3, c. 25, 

^ State of the Nation, In Refpefl to her Commerce, 
Pepts, and Monej^, 8vo. Lond, 1726, p. 17, 18. 

Money 
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w. & M. A'loney might be about eleven millions. 

'' ^ The gold Money then in the nation was 

computed at eighteen millions, live hun¬ 

dred and twenty-three thouland, four 

hundred and lifty-fix Pounds, of which 

might be coined by King Charles and King 

'James, about fix millions, live hundred 

thoufand. But another writer “ computes 

the undipped hammered Money remaining 

in 1696, at calling in, two millions j and 

that from the firft coining of Guineas, 

there had been confiderably above feven 

millions coined, according to the regifters 

of the mint, which will add near three 

millions more to the account. 

Thus, after two years, this great work 

was compleated, and the old hammered 

Aloney entirely abolilhed, to the honour, 

indeed, of the nation, but with great dif¬ 

ficulty, and prodigious charge to the 

public, befides infinite lofs fuftained in 

trade, by the exorbitant price of Guineas, 

which bought our commodities; all which 

might have been avoided, if the pernicious 

confequences of it had been confidered in 

time. Upon a like occafion, during the 

• A Review of tbe Univerfal Remedy for Coin, 8vx). 

Lend. 1656, p. 6. 

ufur- 
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ufurpatlon, in 1647, the method then tekan w. & m. 

by the parliament was, Fir/, To prohibit'—^^ 

all diminifhed or clipped Money being 

current or payable, and direding that the 

iame fliould be efteemed as bullion, and 

no otherwife; and then, to allow fo much 

per ounce for the fame as bullion, being 

brought in within a time limited : and if 

their ufurped authority had continued, no 

doubt, but it would have had the defired 

effedl. If the fame means had been applied 

at this time, it would foon have brought 

down the extravagant price of* gold, pre- 

ferved a great part of the filver from being 

clipped, and brought the clipped Money 

to the mint to be recoined at a fmall 

charge. The lofs would chiefly have fallen 

upon thofe who had made a trade of clip¬ 

ping, and defcrved to fuffer and refund 

fome part of their unjufl; gain ; for as to 

fmall Aims in the hands of private perfons, 

the lofs would have been nothing, in 

compariibn of the benefit from the re- 

coinagf?. By this- means many millions 

might have been faved. 

After this, in the year 1700, there was 

fuch vafl quantities ojF French gold in the 

nation. 
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w. & M. nation *, that the whole trade was In A 

^ manner carried on with that Coin, though 

they wanted Sixpence of their true value. 

The quantity of it occalloned a report, 

that Count 7^a//arci, the Ambaflador, 

had brought it over, and diftributed it to 

fome members of the Houfe of Commons j 

whereupon the Council made an order, the 

fifth of Februaryi and a proclamation fol¬ 

lowed, that tho Louis d'Or^ and Spanifi Pif- 

' tales, (houldnotgo for above feventeen Shil- 

lingsj this brought them to the mint^, 

and one million, four hundred thoufand 

Pounds was coined out of them. 

The Money of King William has his 

buft laureat, gvlielmvs. hi, dei. gra, 

Reverfe, the four fhields of England, Scot^ 

land, Fra?ice and Ireland, in their circular 

order, and Najfau in the centre, mag. 

BR. FRA. ET. HIB. REX. 1696. but, by 

miftake, fome of the London mint have 

the date 1690. 

Some of the filver Money of 1699, has 

the addition of a rofe in the quarters upon 

the reverfe, being from the mines in the 

weft of England, which are coined for 

* Rennet’s HUl. of Eng, vol. 3, p. 467. Sirlfaac 

Newton’s Letter to the Treafury, 21ft September, 1717* 

a 
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a trial, but each Shilling * Handing the pro- W, & m. 

prietor in five Groats (as is commonly’——' 

reported) no wonder they were difcon- 
tinued. 

Others of the fame year, and of 1701, 

have the Prince’s feathers in the quarters, 

being of Sir Carbery Price, and Sir Hum^ 

phrey MackwortPs mines in Wales, 

The Money coined at Brifiol, Chejier, 

Norwich, York and Exeter, are diftinguifhed 

by the letters b. c. n. y. or and e. under 

the King’s head. 

The fmall Pieces, from a Groat to a 

Penny, have the King’s head and' epi- 

graphe, like the larger Pieces, but upon 

the reverfe have the figures i. 2. 3.4. 

under a .crown, denoting their values, but 

without any graining upon the rim, none 

of thefe fmall Pieces having any, either 

before or fince. There is a Groat of 1702, 

though the King died before that year, 

according to the Englijh account. 

The Guinea, Plalf Guinea, Forty Shil- 2S.P.VI. 

ling and Five Pound Pieces, are flridly • 

like the filver Money, except that the neck 

is bare, and the fceptres are added in the 

• Thorelty, N°596. 

quarters. 
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quarters upon the reverfc. In 1701 Was 

a new dye. 

The copper Halfpence have his bull in 

Ihorthair, laureat, gvlielmvs tertivs. 

Reverfe, Britanniay Britannia. Ex¬ 

ergue, the date, 1695; but one in 1699, 

has the date in the legend. That year an 

a£l * was pafled to flop the coining of 

Plalfpence and Farthings for one year, 

though it feems to have had no effed, 

there being not only the before mentioned 

Halfpence of that year, but of every year 

from 1695, to 1701, inclujive. 

The Scotch Coins of King William and 

Queen Mary^ have both their heads, as 

upon the Bnglijh Money, but turned the 

contrary way, viz. to the right; gvli¬ 

elmvs. ET. maria. DEI. gratia. 

The Forty Shilling Piece has 40 under 

the heads; reverfe, mag. br. fr. et. 

HIB. REX. et. REGINA. 169I. The 

arms in a iliield crowned, viz. Scotland in 

the firft and fourth quarters, France and 

England quarterly in the fecond, and 

Ireland in the third, Najfau in the centre. 

Upon the rim, protegit. et. ornat. 

ANNO. REGNI. SECVNDO. for they did not 

• Stat. 9 and 10 W. 3> c. 33. 

com- 
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Cbrtimence their reign in Scotland^ till 

:April 1689^ and this is the firfl Scotch 

Money with an infeription upon the rim. 

The Sixty Shilling Piece has 60 under 

the head ^ the Twenty Shilling Piece 20; 

the Ten Shilling Piece 10; the Five ShiU 

Hng 5 • and this lall:3 inftead of the arms, 

has their cypher crowned 3 and from the 

Twenty Shilling Piece, downwards, have 

graining upon the rim. 

The Babee has their heads, circurri- 

feribed, gvl* et; mar; d. g. mag. br; 

FR. ETi HIB. REX. ET. REGINA. Re- 

verfe, the crowned thiftle, nemo. me. im- 

PVNE. LACESSET. 1692. 

The Bothwcllf inftead of their heads^ 

has their cypher crowned; in other refpeds 

like the Babee. 

The Forty Shilling Piece of King TFiU 

liatriy has 40 under the buft laureat, gv- 

LiELMvs. DEI. GRATIA. Reverfe as the 

former, mag. brit. fra. et. hib. rex; 

1695. Upon the rim; protegit. et. 

ORNAT; ANNO. REGNI. SEPTIMO. 

^ The Twenty and fen Shilling Pieces, 

have 20 and 10 under the head; 

The Five Shilling Piece ^ under the 

head, gvl. d. g. mag. br. fr. & hib. 

Dd rex.’ 
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W. & M. REX. Reverfe, the branched thiftle with 

^ * three heads, nemo. me. impvne. laces- 

SET. 1696. This and the two former 

being grained upon the rim. 

The Babee is the fame on both fides, but 

the thiftle is hngle-headed, as it is alfo 

upon the Botbwells •, but they have his name 

at length. 

Another Bothwell has the fceptre and 

fword in faltier, under a crown, gvl. d. g. 

MAG. BR. FR. ET. HiB. REX. Reverfe, 

the fingle-headed thiftle with leaves, 

crowned, nemo. me. impvne. laces- 

SET. 1696. 

The Guinea and Half Guinea of Scot¬ 

land, as fome call them (and are in Mr. 

Anderfons " Tables) have the King’s head 

looking to the right, and under the head 

a riling fun, gvlielmvs. dei. gratia. 

■Reverfe, the arms crowned, between W. R. 

crowned, mag. brit. fra. et. hie. 

rex. 1701. 
There is likewife a Darien Piftole of 

King IVtlham, having his buft on one ftde, 

GVL I EL. D. G. and reverfe, the arms 

crowned between W. R. 

» Diploma & Numlfma Scotlse, fol. Edinburgh, 1739* 

la 
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In Irehindy a proclamation “ was ifTued w. & 

the tenth of 1690, to reduce the ex- 

travagant value of copper Money, to the 

value of the like copper Money formerly 

current in Ireland. King William and 

Queen Mary coined only Halfpence and 

Farthings (of copper, brafs, and pewter) 

after the example of two of their imme¬ 

diate predeceffors, and after the Queen’s 

death, the King did the lihe* 

Thefe have both their heads, as Upon 

their EngliJlj Guinea; gvlielmvs* et* 

MARIA. DEI. GRATIA. Rcverfe, MAG. 

BR. FR. ET. HIB. REX. ET. REGINA. 

the harp crowned, with the date on each 

fide* 1692. It is a neat copper Piece, 

grained upon the rim, weighing four pen¬ 

nyweights fifteen grains, which is near a - 

third part lighter than the Englijh Half¬ 

penny. 

Thofe of King Williajn have his head 

laureat, gvlielmvs. hi. dei. gra* 

Reverfe, mag. br. fra. et. hib. rex* 

the crowned harp, and date, 1696. 

* Kennet’s Hill. Eng. vol. 3, p. 203. 

Dd 2 Queen 
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Queen ANNE, a. d* 1701-2. 

HE Money of Queen Amie, from a 

ny to a Crown^, has her Majefty s bull 

looking to the right, bareheaded, her hair 

bound with a fillet, and tied up behind ; 

ANNA. DEI. GRATIA. Rcverfc, MAG. 

bri.fr.et.hib.rIeg. 1702. The Groat, 

Threepence, Twopence, and Penny, have 

as many numerals as they contain Pence 

under a crown upon the reverfe ^ the 

larger Pieces have the four fhields of Eng¬ 

land, Scotland, France, 2.r\AIreland, crofiTwife 

in the circular order, with the fiar of the 

garter in the centre. The Shilling and 

' Sixpence grained upon the rim, the Crown 

and Half Crown with the ufual infcription, 

DECVS. ET. TVTAMEN. ANNO. REGNI. 

TERTIO. 

The Crown, Half Crown, Shilling, and 

Sixpence of 1703, coined out of the filver 

taken in the galleons at Vigo, for the honour 

of the nation, as well as to perpetuate the 

memory of that adlion, has the name 

VIGO, under the Queen s head. 

The Money coined of the Welch filver, 

has the Prince of Walesa device in the 

quarters 

Anne T 
Pen 
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quarters of the reverfe. Others have the 

rofe and Prince’s device alternately in the'— 

quarters, commonly called* ^lakers Money, 

fome of that denomination being fuppofed 

to be proprietors of the Mines.. 

Upon the union of the two kingdoms 

of England and ScotlandP t\\Q arms being 

altered, the fame was obferved upon all 

the Money coined afterwards, the arms of 

England and Scotland being impaled in the 

firfb and bottom iliields, France in the 

Enifter, and Ireland in the dexter, accor¬ 

ding to this left handed rotation, which, 

however irregular and abfurd, has prevailed 

ever fince the lird: milled Money. 

The Guineas, Half Guineas, Double 

Guineas, and Five Pound Pieces, are all 

alike, bearing the fame tramp as the Elver 

Money, with the addition of the fceptres 

upon the reverfe. There is a Five Pound 

Piece of the Vigo gold, with the word 

VIGO, under the head. 

There was likewife fome few copper 

Halfpence and Farthings coined. The 

Halfpenny has her Majedy’s bud like the 

filver Money, only upon thefe her hair is 

gathered up behind, without a fillet, anna, 

* Thorelby, N° 639. 

Pdj 
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Q^^Anne. D,G. MAG. BR. FR. ET. HIB. REG. Rc-i 

* ' verfe, the figure of Britannia^ with the 

crown over her head. 

The Farthing has her buft like the Half¬ 

penny, only her hair is tied with a fillet 

of pearl, the ends hanging down behind 5 

ANNA. DEI. GRATIA. Reverfe, Britan- 

Tiia^ BRITANNIA. 1713. Anotherot 1714- 

has the date in the exergue. 

Her Scotch Ten Shilling Piece has 10 

under her Majefly’s head looking to the 

right, like her Englifi Money, anna, 

DEI. GRATIA. Rcverfe, the royal arms 

under the crown, mag. brit, fra. et. 

HIB. REG. 1705. 

^S.P.VI. The Five Shilling Piece has 5 under 

the head, anna. d. g. mag. br, fr. 6c 

HIB. R. Reverfe, the thiflle with three 

heads, under the crown, nemo. me. TM- 

pvNE. lacesset. 1705, or 1706. Both 

thefe have graining upon the rim. 

By the articles of union * with Scotland 

in 1707, the Com was to be of the lame 

standard and value, throughout the united 

kingdom, as was then in England, and the 

lofs thereby to private perfons, was to be 

made good out of the equivalent Money 
\ 

» St, j Ann®, ch. 8. Article 15, i6. 
r r' 

K V ■ • • 
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granted to Scotland^ and a mint was to be Anne, 

continued there, under the fame rules as 

the mint in Rngland. To fupport the 

charge '' of which mint in Scotland, one 

thoufand two hundred Pounds was appro¬ 

priated by the parliament, to be paid yearly 

out of the coinage duty. Accordingly, 

upon the union. Crowns, Half Crowns, 

Shillings, and Sixpences were coined atzS.p.VL 

Edinburgh, of the fame {lamp as thofe ^ 

coined in the London mint, but having an 

E. for Edinburgh under the head. 

The gold and filver coined in this 

reign”, is thus computed: 

lb. lb. 
1701 — —26742— 37477 
1702— 3642 — 114 
1703 34 — 718 
1704 — 4007 
1705 — 104— — 429 
1706 — 537 — 932 
1707 — 6o7~ 1174 
1708— — 1010— 3751 
1709— — 2468— 25423 
1710— 3716 — 817 
I7I— 9324 —24768 
1712— 2855 1784 

1713 13137 2333 
1714 29526 1566 

lb, 93702 — 105293 lb, 
* St. 7 Anna:, c. 24, fea. 3. 

Phillips’s State of the Nation, 8vo. Lond. 1726, p. 55. 

D d 4 Queen 
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4nne. Quccn coined * no fort of Money 

irelandy nor was any Money coined 

there; but we have copper Money of the 

Jp of Ma?i, coined by the Earl of Derfy 

Lord of Man, as Sovereign of that ifland. 

They-are about the fize of Halfpence and 

Farthings, but current there for Pence and 

'Halfpence, having on one fide the arms 

pf the ifland, being three legs conjoined 

at the thigh, and flexed in triangle, 

with this motto, qvocvnqve. gesseris, 

^TABiT. the true meaning of which, as a 

writer ’’ informs us, is. That carry it where 

you will, it will not go or pafs ; but that 

the natives fooliflily apply it to the pofture 

of the feet. However foolifh this appli- 

pation may feem to be, it is certainly the 

true pne, if the legend has any relation to 

the legs, which are the arms of man, and 

allufive to the fituation of the ifland, being 

equidiftant from the three kingdoms, which 

are indeed the legs that fupport it; and for 

that reafon they were affumed, inflead of the 

ancient arrns which was a fliip. Reverfe, 

is the eagle and child, the crefl: of the 

Jioufe of Stanley, wjth the motto, sans, 

» Irifh Hift. lib. p. 175. 

} Waldron’s Works, fol. Lond. 1731, p. 183. 
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CAANOER. alluding to their unfhaken 

loyalty. Exergue 1709. Formerly the 

Manks Money was leather which every 

man of fubftance was entitled to make, not 

exceeding a certain quantity limited by 

law, having no impreffion but the maker’s 

name, and the date of the year; but the 

Money lately current there, was Pence 

•and Halfpence of a bafe mixed metal, 

bearing the fame fiiamp as the copper ones 

befdre-nien tioned. 

In this reign Ibme regulations were firfl 

made with regard to the currency of 

JVIoncy. in the plantations in jitnevicciy to 

prevent the inconvenience from the dif¬ 

ferent rates of foreign Money of the fame 

Ipecies in different places, and thereby 

draining the Money from one plantation to 

another. For this end the foreign Coins 

having been alfayed at the mint, and their 

, true value afcertained, a proclamation ** was 

jffued the eighteenth of June 1704, dj- 

reding, that no Sevih Pillary or Mexico 

Piece of Eight, though the full weight of 

feventeen pennyweights and an half, fhould 

he received, or paid, for more than fix Shil¬ 

lings the Piece current Money, and lelier 

/ Jbf P St. 6 Annae^ ch. 30, 

Pieces 
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Q. Anne. Pieces in proportion; and all Pieces of 

' Eight of Pertly Dollars, and other foreign 

fpecies of filver Coins, according to their 

weight and finenefs, in the fame pro¬ 

portion. But the fame indirect pradlices 

being ftill carried on, the proclamation 

was afterwards enforced by an aft of par¬ 

liament, inflifting ten Pounds penalty, and 

fix months imprifonment upon offenders, 

after the firfl day of May 1709 : but not 

compelling any. perfon to take them, or 

retraining Eer Majefty from altering the 

rates by proclamation, as fhe fhould fee 

proper. 

GEORGE I. A. D. 1714. 

E Coins of his Majety King George 

'—^ the Firft, are of the fame fpecies and value 

as thofe of Queen Anne, with this tile, 

Georgius Dei Gratia, Magnee Pritannies, 

Franciee et Hibernia Rex, Fidei Defenfor 

Prunjhvic. et Luneburgeti. Dux, Sacri 

Romani Imperii Archi Fhejaurarius, et 

Princeps, Elebior; but pr. for Princeps, 

was only inferted upon the gold Money of 

his firft year, being afterwards omitted, 

though 
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though it has continued ever fince upon George i. 

the great leal. '— 

The filver Money, from the Crown to 

the Sixpence, are alike, having his Ma- 

jefty’s bud: laureat, looking to the left, 

the Britijh titles on the head-fide, and the 

Electoral on the reverfe, viz. georgivs. 

P- G. M. BR. FR. ET. HIB. REX. FD. his 

Majeily being the firft of our Kings that 

ufed the diile of Fidei Eefenfor upon his 

Money ; which is fomething remarkable, 

confidering that it had conHantly been 

ufed in the flile of our Kings, from the 

time that Henry the Eighth had that title 

conferred on him by the Pope. Reverfe, 

ERVN. ET. LV. DVX. S. R. I. A. TH. ET. 

EL. 1715. The four diields crowned, 

and the flar of the garter radiant in the 

centre. The arms being marfhalled in the 

fame circular order as upon the Money of 

the four preceding reigns, only upon thefe 

Ireland is placed in the bottom Ihield, and 

in the dexter (where Ireland was) are the 

arms of his Majefly’s German dominions, 

viz. triangular, two in chief, and one in 

bafe; firft, Brunfwick, two lions palfant, 

guardant; fecond, Lunenburgb, feme of 

hearts, a Hon rampantthird, Saxony, a 

horfe 
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Gtorgei.horfe current; in an efcutcheon in the c. -^^—1 —> , 
centre Charlemagne % crown, as Arch- 

Treafurer of the empire. Upon the rim 

of the Crowns and Half Crowns, decvs. 

ET. TVTAMEN. and the year of the reign. 

^.S.P.VI. Some of thefe Pieces have the Prince’s 

^ * device and rofe alternately in the quar¬ 

ters. 

Shillings of 1723, and 1724., have wcc. 

under the head, for Welch Copper Com- 

,pany, being made of the filver extracted 

from their mines : and upon the reverfe 

have the Prince’s device, and two c’s 

interlinked, alternately in the quarters. 

Likewife Shillings with ss. and c. in 

the oppofite quarters, being of the Souths 

Sea Company’s filver. 

The fmaller Pieces, from a Groat to a 

Penny, have his Majefty’s head like the 

former, and georgivs. dei. gra. Re¬ 

verfe, MAG. BRI. FR. ET. HlB. I72O, and 

in the area a numeral of the value, under 

a crown. 

The gold Money, viz. Guineas, Half 

Guineas, Forty Shilling, and Five Pound 

Pieces, are like the filver Money, with the 

ufual difference, that is, the neck bare. 

and 
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and the fceptres added in the quarters - George L 

the Guinea of the firft year having like- — 

wife the addition of pr. in the titles, the 

letters of the legend being alfo fmaller 

than thofe that were coined afterwards* 

The Guinea of 1722 is fuppofed to have 

his Majefty’s face, the mod; refembling 

him of any; and that of the year 1724 is 

remarkable for a very broad margin, be¬ 

tween the legend and the edge of the 
Coin. 

Hitherto Guineas had been current for 

twenty-one Shillings and Sixpence, and 

other gold Coin in proportion, which was 

a higher rate than gold was valued at 

abroad. This brought great quantities of 

foreign gold hither, and raifing the price 

of filver in bullion, above Elver in Coin, 

caufed our filver Money to be melted down 

and tranfported; and this was the reafon 

that fo much gold was brought to the 

mint in this and the three following years, 

and fo little Elver. To remedy this incon¬ 

venience, the gold Money was now reduced 

by proclamation, the twenty-fecond of 

December 1717, viz. the Guinea to 

twenty-one Shillings, and no more; and 

Half Guineas, Double Guineas, and Five 

Pound 
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George I. Pound Pieces in proportion. The other 

' * Pieces of the ancient gold Coin of the 

kingdom, which had been received and 

paid for twenty-three Shillings and Six¬ 

pence, for twenty-three Shillings, and no 

more; and the Pieces of twenty-five Shil¬ 

lings and Sixpence, for twenty-five Shil- 

ings, and no more, the fmaller Pieces in 

proportion. 
In 1718 was coined a new fpecies of 

Money, called garter Guineas, being the 

fourth part of a Guinea in value, and bear¬ 

ing the fame ftamp, but thefe being found 

too diminutive for ufe, no fuch Pieces 

have been coined fince. 

The gold and filver Coin to the year 

1724, inclujive “, was, as follows : 

IL lb. 

1715 - 39090- ^^43 
1716 - 23765- 1650 

. 1717-- -- 94^ 
1718- - 3010-  2295 

1719- ^ 14745- i75<^ 
1720 - 18959- 7832 
1721 -  5832- 2313 
1722'-  12728- 19^3 
1723 — 8306-48099 
1724 ' * 5860- 1^5^ 

lb. 147481-70171 lb- 
» Phillips’s State of the Nation, 8vo. Lend. 1726, p. JJ. 

’ The 
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The copper Halfpence and Farthings Georgei. 

are very clumfy Pieces, though not fo heavy 

as King William's by ten grains, nor as 

King Charles Sy by above twenty, the pound 

of copper valued in bars for coining at 

eighteen Pence, making twenty-three 

Pence in tale of copper Money, They 

have his Majefty’s bull: w'ith fhort hair 

laureat, georgivs. rex. Reverfe, the 

figure of Britannia, Britannia. Ex- 

ergue, lyiy. Thofe of the firft coinage are 

not fo broad as thofe that followed. 

In Ireland there was a great want * of 

fmall Money for change, in all the common 

and lower parts of traffic, none having 

been coined in the former reign: and 

this want appeared by the common ufe of 

Baps, a counterfeit Coin, of fuch bafe 

metal, that what palled for a Halfpenny, 

was not worth half a Farthing; and con- 

fiderable manufadurers were obliged to 

give Tallies, or Tokens in cards, to their 

workmen, for want of fmall Money. Upon 

this confideration, his Majefty granted a 

patent to IVilliam Wood, Efq. for the term 

of fourteen years, for the coining of Far¬ 

things and Halfpence in Bnglatid, for the 

* Report of the Committee of Privy Council, 24th 
July 1724. 



4i6 An Historical Account 

George I. ufe of Ireland^ under the infpedtion of a 

’ comptroller. The quantity for the whole 

term was limited to three hundred and 

hxty tons, in value one hundred thoufand 

eight hundred Pounds,! whereof one hun¬ 

dred tons was to be iffued within one year/ 

and twenty tons each year afterwards ; the 

fame to be made of fine Bntijh copper (as 

good as the Bnglijh copper Coin) which,' 

when heated red hot, would fpread thin- 

under the hammer, a pound to be coined 

into two Shillings and Sixpence, (which 

■tvaS Sevenpence more than the Eng- 

lijh) and without any compulfion or cur¬ 

rency enforced^ to be received by fuch 

.only as would voluntarily and willingly 

accept the fame. Accordingly, about 

feventeen thoufand Pounds value of thefe 

' Halfpence and Farthings were made and 

uttered in Irelandy in the years 1722 and 

1723, having on one fide the King s head 

like the Guinea, but more refembling his 

Majefty, and a much handfomer Coin than 

the Englijh Halfpenny, georgivs. dei. 

GRATIA. REX. Reverfe, Irelandy repre- 

fented under the figure of a woman in 

profile, fitting with a palm-branch in her 

right hand, and refting her left upon a 
, harp/ 
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harp, HIBERNIA, 1722, or 1723. ButGeorgel. 

the Farthing of 1722, has the figure of'—*-- 

Hibernia fitting fronting, her head being 

turned to the right, and holding her harp 

on that fide with both hands. Thefe 

were undoubtedly the befi; copper Money 

ever made for Ireland^ confiderably exceed¬ 

ing thofe of King the Second, King 

James the Second, and King William and 

Queen Mary, in weight, goodnefs, finenefs, 

and value of the copper, as was proved by 

an afiay taken by order of council. But 

notwithilanding all this, fuch a fpirit of 

oppofition and univerfal clamour was raifed 

againfl them, that the Irijk parliament, in 

1724, addrelTed “ the King to put a hop 

to the courfe of them, as being prejudicial 

to the revenue, to commerce, to private 

property, and of dangerous confequence : 

and charging the patentee wdth great 

fraud, in making and importing great quan¬ 

tities, much lighter than was required by 

the patent, and making an excefiive gain; 

and reprefented, that fuch a power, veiled 

in the hands of any body or private perfon, 

was of dangerous confequence ; entreating 

his Majefty, whenever he thought it necef- 

» Hiftorical Regifter, 1724, p. 133, ,34. 

E e fary 
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Georgel. fary to coin any Farthings or Halfpence, 

the fame might be made as near the in- 

trinlic value as poilible, and whatever 

profits fliould arife thereby, might be ap¬ 

plied to the public fervice. This was 

referred to a Committee of the Privy Coun¬ 

cil, and papers and wltneffes were fent for 

to Ireland to fupport the allegations; but 

after waiting four months, not one of ei¬ 

ther were offered to be produced, but, on 

the contrary*, it appeared, that the patent 

to Mr. /FW.was legally and properly 

paffed; that the Money in weight, good- 

nefs, and finenefs, exceeded the conditions 

of the patent; that the patentee made no 

unreafonable profit; and that it was his Ma- 

jefty’s undoubted prerogative to grant fuch 

a pov/er, as has been done by his pre- 

deceffors without any complaint, though 

none of them had been equally beneficial 

to that kingdom. Whereupon his Ma- 

jefly, with great juffice and moderation, 

was pleafed to diredl in council the eigh¬ 

teenth of Auguft^ 1724? Half¬ 
pence and Farthings already coined by 

Mr. Woody amounting to about feventeen 

» Report of the Committee; 24th July, 1724. 
k Hiftorical Regifter, 1724, p. 264. 

thoufand 
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thoufand Pounds, and as much more as Georger. 

made up the fame forty thoufand Pounds, ’— 

/liould be permitted to be current, purfuant 

to the terms of the patent: but after¬ 

wards, for the fatisfadion of the parliament 

Ireland, Mr. JVlod furrendered his pa¬ 
tent. ^ 

About the fame time that copper Money 

was provided for Ireland, there was a new 

fpecies of Money coined for the ufc of 

our colonies in y^n^er/ea. They were made 

of a mixed metal refembling brafs; one 

Piece near as broad as a Half Crown, ano¬ 

ther about the fize of an En^l^, Halfpenny, 

and a third about the fize of a Farthing, 

all bearing the fame flamp, viz. on one 

fide his Majelly’s head, like the Guinea, 

georgivs. d. g. mag. bri. fra. et. 

hib. rex. Reverfe, a large double rofe, 

and over it, rosa. Americana. 1722. 

In a fcrowl under it, vtile. dvlci. 

Others of 1723, have the rofe crowned. 

As I have m every reign taken notice of 

the Coins of our Kings flruck in parts be¬ 

yond the feas, it will be proper to take 

fome notice of thofe of his Majefty’s Gern/an 

dominions, efpecially as they bear the fame 

E e 2 figure 
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. figure, titles, and arms as the Englifi; 

but, to our dlfcredit, they have a better im- 

prcflion, more rcfembling his Majefty, and 

a much handfomer Coin than the Englijhy 

Brunfwick having been long famous both 

for good workmen and good Money. 

The Rix Dollar is a noble Coin, broader 

than the Englifi Crown, but lighter, ex¬ 

hibiting his Majefly’s bufi; laureat, looking 

to the left, like his Englifi Money, geor- 

GIVS. D. G. MAG. BRIT. FR. ET. HIB« 

REX.F.D. Reverfe, the royal atchieve- 

ment, or arms, within the garter, with 

crown, fupporters, and motto, diev. et 

MON. DROIT. Circumfcribed with his 

Eledtoral titles, brvn. et. lvn. dvx. s. 

R. I. v. thes. et. el. 1716. But has 

neither infcription nor graining, upon the 

rim. 
Others have graining upon the rim, and 

upon the reverfe the four fhields crowned, 

like the Englfiy with the value in the 

centre; and mofi; of the Half Dollars or 

lelTer Pieces, are of this fort. 
I have likewife feen a Coin of his Royal 

Highnefs the Duke of Torky Bilhop of 

Ofnahurghy larger than a Half Crown, Er¬ 

nest. AVGVST. D.' G. DVX. EBOR. & 
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ALB. EPISC. OSNABR. With hlS fuH at- George I. 

chievement, viz. within the garter the '— 

royal arms, with a label of three points, 

each charged with three human hearts, and 

in the centie, inftead of Cbarletiidgne ^ 

crown, the arms of the bifhopric of OJ'- 

naburgh, being a wheel of fix fpokes, all 

under a coronet, compofed of crolTes and 

jleurs de lis. The creft of the lion and 

royal fupporters gorged with the like label, 

and crowned with his proper coronet, 

motto, PRO. LEGE. ET. GREGE. Re- 

» verfe, dvx. brvnswicensis. et. lvne- 

bvrgensis. In the‘ area, XXIIII. ma- 

rien. grosch. 1721. 

■ GEORGE II. A.D. 1727. 

The Money of this King is of the Ceor. ij. 

fame goodnefs and value as that of his 

MajeRy King George the FirR. The 

filver Coins, from a Crown to a Sixpence, 

are alike, having the buR laureat, turned 

to the right, georgivs. n. dei. gra¬ 

tia. Re verfe, the arms as his father’s, 

and all the titles abbreviated, m. b. f. 

E e 3 ET. 
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Geor. IT. ET. H. REX. F. D. B. ET. L. D. S. R. I. 

A. T. ET. E. 1727. Some have a rofe 

in each quarter, others the Prince’s device, 

and others the rofe and feathers alter¬ 

nately : the Crown and Plalf Crown the 

ufual infcription upon the rim, and Shil¬ 

lings and Sixpences the graining. 

The fmaller Pieces, from a Groat to a 

Penny, have the King’s head like the 

larger Pieces, but no graining. Reverfe, 

the figure of their refpedlive values under a 

crown, and the date over it, mag. bri. 

FR. ET. HIB. REX. 

The gold Money has his Majefty’s head 

laureat, the neck bare, which has always 

been the difference between the Guinea 

and Shilling flamp, except on Queen 

Anne's Money. The titles are the fame as 

upon the filver Coin, but, inflead of mif- 

placing the arms in four fhields, as had 

been done upon all the milled Money fince 

the refloration (except fome few of King 

S.P.VI. JVilliam and Queen Mary s) the arms in 

thefe are properly difpofed in one fhield 

crowned. There were two dyes for 

Guineas in the firfi; year j one very fmall, 

with large letters j the other broader, with 

very fmall letters 5 and fome of the year 
1729, 
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1729, have Eic. under the head, for Rajl- 

India Company^ it being coined of their gold. 

Befides Guineas and Half Guineas, which 

had been the only current fpecies of gold 

Money, coined fince the eftablifhment of 

the mill, a great deal of the old hammered 

Money of King and King Charles 

the Fird:, and King Charles the Second, had 

been hitherto current, by the name of 

Broad Pieces, with their halves and quar¬ 

ters ; fome of which were dirninifhed by 

wearing, others by clipping and filing; and 

though they were full weight, yet the re¬ 

ceivers of the cufioms and excife, and the 

bank refufed to take them, which was a 

great obftrudiion to trade, and the due 

circulation of Money. Whereupon a pe¬ 

tition of leveral merchants, and others, was 

prefented to the Houfe of Commons, and 

upon their addrefs, his Majefly was plea- , 

fed to iflue a proclamation, the firft of 

February 1732, fordidding the currency 

of any of the faid Pieces of twenty-three 

Shillings, or twenty-five Shillings, com¬ 

monly called Broad Pieces, or any half or 

quarter thereof, and dire(fting the receivers 

and colledtors of the revenue, to receive 

the fame by weight, for the Ijpace of one 

E e 4 year. 
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Geor. II. year, at the rate of four Pounds one Shil- 

hng per ounce ; and to allow for all Broad 

Pieces brought to the mint within the faid 

time, and to coin the fame into other cur¬ 

rent Coin of the kingdom. The charge 

and wafte in melting, attending the fame, 

was to be made good out of the Monies 

ariling by the coinage-duty. So that his 

Majefly is the firft that abiolutely forbid 

the ufe of hammered Money, the ftatute of 

the ninth of King William extending only 

to hammered fiver Money. 

In 1739 there was a new dye for every 

fpecies of Coin, fomething better than the 

former, and the graining which had hi¬ 

therto been diagonal ftrokes was now made 

angular,'upon occafion of a gang of Guinea- 

filers, who had taken more liberty than 

ufual with the Guineas, and for the dif- 

covery of whom a reward was publicly 

advertifed. This alteration in the graining 

is certainly an improvement, not being fo 

eafily imitated as the flraight ftrokes; 

and if it was yet made more difficult to 

counterfeit, it would be a further fecurity 

to the Money. 

His Majefty’s copper Halfpence and 

Farthings are like his father’s, but a hand- 

fomer 
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fomer Coin, georgivs. ii. rex. but it Geor. ii 

was a notorious blunder in the Halfpenny ^ ^— 

of 1730, to leave the R out of his Majefty’s 

name, and tiien publifli them. The latter 

dye of 1739, is much the beft. 

In 1736, copper flalfpence and Far¬ 

things, of a beautiful dye, were coined for 

Ireland, having on one fide his Majefly’s 

head Caefar-Wk^, with fhort hair, laureat, 

the neck bare like the Guinea, georgivs. 

II. REX. Reverfe, the harp crowned, 

HIBERNIA. 1736. This is a remarkable 

inftance of his Majefty’s indulgence to the 

IriJ]?, confidering what had pafled in re¬ 

lation to PFood's patent. 

The gold Coins of his MajeRy’s Elec¬ 

toral dominions, exactly refemble thofe of 

Great Britain, The filver have likewiie 

his head laureat, in like manner, with the 

fame titles and arms in a ihield crowned; 

but fome have the horfe current, with 

the legend, nec. aspera. terrent. 

Others a wild man (one of his fupporters) 

with the arms on the reverfe. 

After this dedu(5lion of the Coins to our 

own times, theprefent Rate of it naturally 

comes under conlideration. Our gold 

Money 
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Geor. II. Money is in a good condition, nor has it 

' lufFered any extraordinary diminution, ex¬ 

cept foine of it by filing, which a proper 

graining will effedtually prevent. But great 

inconveniencies are found by the currency 

of foreign gold, the heaviell: being fold by 

weight, and melted or filed, the lighted; 

only being current. It is likewife very 

frequently counterfeited, which is not fo 

eafily difcovered as in our own Money. 

Thus we fuffer all the inconveniencies of 

bad Money, though we have good; and, 

which IS very unreafonable, people are 

obliged (by necefiity) to take foreign gold 

Money, which, when they have it, neither 

the officers of the revenue, nor the bank, 

will receive. This was the cafe of our 

own Broad Pieces, which were therefore 

called in; and the reafon is much fironger 

with regard to foreign Coin, If it were 

any advantage to the public, that foreign 

gold ffiould pafs in payment, the advantage 

would Hill be greater,^ to pafs in all pay¬ 

ments : but, as that is not permitted, we 

may conclude, it is neither for the honour 

nor intereft of the kingdom. We have 

not, indeed, at prefent fo much as we 
have 



have had, but what we have, is worfe than G 

ever. 

As to the current filver Money, though 

the grcatefl part of it is not fifty years old, 

it is in fuch a condition, as to be a jufl 

caufe of complaint. We have not, indeed, 

had any clipping as formerly, for that is 

impracticable upon the milled Money, 

but time has diminiflied it in a manner 

equivalent to clipping. Our Sixpences are, 

many of them, worn to Groats, and fome 

Shillings not much better in proportion. 

The Half Crowns are not fo bad, but then 

they are not fo common; the latter ones, 

fince King Williamy being moil; of them 

melted or tranfported; and Crowns feein 

to have anfwered no other end; they dif- 

appeared as foon as coined; and, indeed, 

are too burdenfome for common ufe, two 

Half Crowns better anfwering the purpofe. 

It is the Sixpences and Shillings there¬ 

fore which are to be regarded, as moft ufe- 

ful: when they are reduced to blanks they 

ceafe to be Coins, and may eafily be filed 

or counterfeited, if not fafely, for it is im- 

poflible to prove fuch ever to have been 

coined. This is the cafe with many Six¬ 

pences and Shillings of King William^^ 

which 
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Geor. II. which are the bulk of our filver Money; 

and in a few years will be the cafe of moft 

of them. There is a degree of lightnefs, 

after which no Coin ought to be current. 

The worth is the intrinfic value, which 

makes it the meafure of all other things: 

what it palTes for above that, is upon the 

public credit, and the apprehenlion they 

may never be renewed, makes fome already 

refufed, and this will be more general, as 

they grow worfe. The lighted: of thefe, 

not being unlawfully diminilhed, might 

• be yearly renewed out of the coinage-duty, 

without any conhderable charge to the 

public; but, if continued, both the incon¬ 

venience, and lofs attending it, will be 

proportionably greater. 

FINIS. 
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ENGLISH SILVER COINS. 

I Reign and Year. 
I 
.  ----— 

; Wm. I. A.D. 1066 
t Wm. Rufus 1087 
1 Henry I. 1100 

[Stephen 1135 
t Henry II. 1154 

Richard I. 1189 
John 1199 

I Henry III. 1216 

Edward I. 1272 
A.R. 3 

I 

, 18 

fsdward II. 1307 
l^dward HI. 1327 

A> R> 18 

Standard and Species. Weight. 
Value of 
the Pound 
by Tale. 

dwts. grs. 
jC' 

Pennies — — 0 24 100 

Pennies —— 
Halfpennies and Farthings 

— — — 

Pennies - 

Sterling 11 oz. 2 dwts. fine 
18 dwts. alloy 

^mmm 

Pennies - —• - - ^ 

Pennies —- —w wmmm mm. 

Pennies —— 

Halfpennies and Farthings 
— — — 

Pennies - 

Halfpennies and Farthings 
— — -— 

Pennies ..— —- — 

Pennies —— 
Halfpennies and Farthings 

0 23! 103 

Groats of various weights | 
from 94 1 

to 139 5 
-- 

Pennies — - . 0 23I I 0 3 
Pennies — 
Halfpennies and Farthings 
Pennies - 

Halfpennies and Farthings 
0 2ll I 2 6 



A Table of ENGLISH SILVER COINS. 

Reign and Year. Standard and Species. 

25 Groats and Half Groats 
Pence and Halfpence 

43 The fame, but faid to be ] 
fomething lighter J 

46 I'he lame as the 25th year 
Richard II. A. D. 137; The fame, with the ad- 1 

dition of Farthings 3 
Henry IV. A. D. 1399 The fame .- 

A. R. 13 The fame —— 
Henry V. A. D. 1412 The fame »■ 
Henry VI. 1422 The fame - .. - 
Edward IV. 1460-1 The fame --- 

A. R. 4 The fame fpecies - . 
49 H. 6. A. D.1470 ) 
10 E. 4 - j 

The fame -—- 

Rich. III. A.D. 1483 The fame — — 
Henry VII. 1485 The fame —— 

A. R. I9 Shillings — — 
Hen.VIII. A. D, 1509 Groats and Half Groats, 1 

. Shillings,Pence, Half. C 
pence, and Farthings J 

A.R. 18 Groats and other fpecies, 7 
as before —— j 

25 Crown Pieces, fonle few 

34 10 oz. fine, and 2 oz. alloy 

34 Groats and Half Groats 
Tefloons or Shillings 
Pence, Halfpence, and Far. 

36 Six oz. fine and 6 oz. alloy 
1 he fame fpecies - 

37 Fouroz. fine and 8 oz. alloy 
The fame fpecies 

Edw.VI. A. D. 1546-7 Shillings, Groats, Pence, 1 
Halfpence, and Farth. 3 

A. R. 3 Six oz. fine and 6 oz. alloy 
Shillings - 

5 Three oz. fine Sc 9 02. alloy 
jShillings -- 
Eleven oz. i dwt. fine 

19 dwts. alloy 
Shillings and Sixpences 
Threepences, Pennies, 1 

Halfpennies, and Far. J 

Weight. 

dwts. grs. 

3 4i 

2 l6 

2 3 

I i6 

3 8 

4 o 

Value of 
the Pound 
by Tale. 

s. d. 
1 5 o 

I 10 o 

I 17 

250 

289 

312 9 

30#* 

I 



A Table of ENGLISH SILVER COINS. 

Reign and Year. | Standard and Species. 

Mary I. A. D. 1553 

Elizabeth A.D. 1558 

A. R. 2 

Value of 
the Pound 
'by Tale. 

43 

Crowns and Half Crowns 
11 oz. fine and i oz. alloy 

Shillings,Sixpen.Groats, 7 
HalfGroatSjT. hreepences > 
Pence, and Halfpence \ 
3 oz. fine and p oz. alloy 
Rofepennies and Halfpen. 
11 oz. fine and i oz. alloy 
Shillings and Sixpences 
Groats, Half Gr. and Pence 
Sterling 11 oz. 2 dwts. fine 

18 dwts. alloy 
Shillings and Sixpences 
Groats and Half Groats, 7 
Threepences, / 
Threehalfpenny Pieces, i 
Threefarthing Pieces, f 
Farthings ' 
Shillings and Sixpences 
Twopences, Pence &Halfp. 
Crowns and Half Crowns 1 

Portcullis Crowns orDollars 17 
Half Dollars, Quarter Dol¬ 

lars, and Rials or Tellers 
Shillings and Sixpences 
Twopences, Pence, Halfp. 
Crowns and Half Crowns 
The lame _ 
The fame __ 
Shillings and Sixpences 
Groats and Threepences 
Twopences. Pence & Halfp. 
Crowns and Hal f Crowns . 
Ten Siiilling and Twenty 1 I 
Shilling Pieces -- j 
Befides many obfidional 
Pieces, of various weights, 
ftruck in the civil war 
Shillings and Sixpences 1 I 
Twopences Pence,Halfp. C _ _ 

_ Crowns and Half Crowns \ 
Dliver A.D, 1656 Shillings and Sixpences, 1 

1 Crowns and Half Crowns j I ”” "" 

: Jamesl. A. D. 1602-3 

jiCharles I. A.D. 1625 
2 

*7 

21 

^oni. Wealth AD. i 649 



A Table of ENGLISH SILVER COINS. 

Reign and Year. Standard and Species. Weight. 
Value of 
the Pound 
by Tale. 

Charles II. A. R. 12 
A. D. 1660. 

Shillings, Sixpences, 
Groats, Threepences, 

dwts. grs. 

H 

Twopences, Pence, 
Crowns, and Half Crowns 
The fame fpecies of 
the milled Money, which 
has been continued ever 
fince — — 

— — — 

% 

c 
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ENGLISH GOLD COINS. 

332 

Reign and Year. 

Edw.III. A.R. 
A.D. 

Richard II. 
Henry IV. 

Henry V. 
Henry VI. 
Edward IV. 

Standard, Species, and 
Value. 

‘344 

i8 

20 

25 
»377 

13 
1412 

1422 

1461 

4 

J470. 49 Henry VI 
10 Edw.IV 

I7 0*S- 23 carats 3 grains 
and half fine, and half a 
grain alloy- 

Florins at 6 Shillings 
Half and Quarter Florins 
O. S. Nobles at 6s. 8d. 
Half and Quarter Nobles 
The fame - .,. 
The fame _ . 

.. . The fame --- 
^399 The fame __ 

The fame — - 
The fame - 
I’he fame —— 
The fame - 
O. S. Nobles at 8s. 4d. 
Half and Quarter Nobles 
O. S. Nobles or Rials atios. 
Half and Quarter Rials 
Angels at 6s. 8d. 
Angelets or Half Angels 
Apgels and Angelets 
Rials, Halves & Quarters I 

Angels & Angel, as before \ 
F f 

dvvts. grs. 

jValue of 
Weight, the Pound 

by Tale. 

4 

6 

5 
5 

^9? 

17 
8 

4 19I 

5 8 

*3l 

15 o o 

'3 3 4 

'4 
‘5 

16 

o 
o 

o 
o 

'3 4 

20 16 8 

22 10 o 



A Table or ENGLISH GOLD COINS. 

Reign and Year. 
Standard, Species, and 

Value. 

Richard III. 
Henry VII. 

Henry VIII. 

H83 
1485 

1509 

18 

Weight. 
Value of 
the Pound 
jy Tale.^ 

A.R. 34 

36 

37 

Edward VI. 1546-7 1 

The fame 
O. S. The fame - 
Sovereigns or Double Rials 
at 20s. and Half Sovereigns 

O.S. Sever. Rials, Halfl 
& Quarter Rials, Angels > 
& Angelets, as before j 

O.S. Sovereigns at 22s. 6d, 

Rials at 1 is. 3d. 
Angels at 7s. 6d. — 
Half Angels 
George Nobles at 6s. 8d. 
The Half called Forty Pen¬ 

ny pieces 
N. S. 22 carats fine & 2 alloy 
Crowns of the doub.rofe5S 

Half Crowns 
23 carats fine and 1 alloy 
Sovereigns at 20s. — 

Half Sovereigns 
Angels at 8s. - 
Half and Quarter Angels 
N. S. 22 carats fine & 2 alloy 

Sovereigns at 20s. 
Half Sovereigns 
Crowns at 5s. — 
Half Crowns 
20 carats fine & 4 carats alloy 
The fame fpecies 
The fame — — 
N. S. Sovereigns at 20s, 

Half Sovereigns 
Crowns at 5s. —- 
Half Crowns 
O. S. Sovereigns at 24s 
Half Sovereigns at 12s. 

Angels at 8s. - 
Half Angels 
O, S. Sovereigns at 30s. 

Angels at los. — 
Half Angels 
N. S. Sovereigns at 20s. 

Half Sovereigns 

dwts. grs 

10 16 

s. d. 

10 

3 

2 

8 

23 

27 

8 

3 

9i 

7 

1 

10 

3 

10 

3 

25 2 6 

28 16 o 

30 

n 

l8i 

o 

8 

o 

8 

34 

28 16 • 

36 

33 O 0 



A Table of ENGLISH GOLD COINS 

Reign and Year. 

Mary I. 

Elizabeth 1558 

Standard, Species, and 
^''aIue. 

19 

A. R. 26 

43 

James I. 1602-3 

3 

10 

Crowns at 5s. — 
Half Crowns 
O. S. Sovereigns at 30s. 
Rials at 15s. 
Angels at los. __ 
Angelets 
O, S. Sover. Angels and 7 

Angelets, as the former J 
N. S. Sovereigns at 20s. 
Half Sovereigns 
Crowns and Half Crowns 
O. S. The fame as the firft 

year, with the addition 
of Rials, at 15s. — 

O. S. Angels, Half and J 
Quarter Angels < 

O, S. Nobles at 15s. — 
Double Nobles at 30s. 
O. S. Angels at los. 
Half and Quarter Angels 
N. S . Sovereigns at 20s. 
Half Sovereigns 
Crowns and Half Crowns 

n!s } The fame __ 

N. S. SovereignsorUnites 1 
at 20s. _ ^ 

Double Crowns at los. 
Britain Crowns at 5s. 
Thiftle Crowns at 4s. 
Half Crowns at 2s. 6d. 
O. S. Rofe Rials at 30s. 
Spur Rials at 15s. - 
Angels at los. _ 
All gold advanced 2s. in the 

pound by proclamation 
O. S. Rofe Rials at 30s. 
Spur Rials at 15s. - 
Angels at 10s. - 

N.S. Unites at 22s. _ 
Double Crowns at us. 
Britain Crowns at 5s. 6d, 
‘Thiftle Crowns at 4s. 4d. 

F f 2 

i 

Weight. 
Value of 
the Pound 
by Tale. 

dwts. grs. jC- 
I 

0
0

 
l-H

 — 

10 0 56 0 0 

3 8 — 

7 

I 

0
 

1 

0
 

1 

5 0 36 0 0 

— — — — — 

5 0 36 0 0 
10 0 — —_ __ 

3 7 3610 0 

7 4 33 10 0 

— — — — — 

6 io| 37 4 0 

3 5I 
1 
1 

Hi 
7 

8 2l| 4010 0 
4 I of — — _ 

2 23 — ■— 

8 4? 

0
 

0
 

4 2 — — _ 

2 ul 
6 I of 0

 

00
 



A Table of ENGLISH GOLD'COINS. 

Reign and Year. 

Charles I. 1625 i 

Standard, Species, and 
Value. 

Weight. 

Value of 
the Pound 
by Tale. 

Half Brit. Crowns at 2s. pd. 

dwts. grs. £. s. d. 

0. S. Rofe Rials at 303. 8 2 

0
 

0
 

Spur Rials at 15s. - 4 J — — — 

Angels at los, -- 
N. S. Unites commonly 1 

called Laurels at 203. J 

2 i6| 

5 20| 4100 

Commonwealth 1649 

Oliver, Proteflor 1656 

Charles II. A. R. 12 

>5 

James II. 1685 1 

Wm. and Mary 1688 
Anne 1702 

George I. 1714 

Double Crowns at 10s. 
Britain Crowns at 5s. 

I The fame - 

N. S. The fame - 
O. S. Rofe Rials at 30s. 
Spur Rials at 15s. — 
Angels at los. — 
N. S. Unites at 20s. — 
Double Crowns at los. 
Britain Crowns at 5s. 
N. S. During the civil war 

K. Charles ftruck Pieces 
of los. 20s. and Three 
Pounds - ' 

N. S. Broad Pieces of 20s. 
Halves and Quarters 
N. S. Pieces of 20s. Sc 50s. 
N. S. Unites or Broad 

Pieces, at 20s. 
Halves and Quarters 
N.S. Pieces called Guin¬ 

eas, of 20s. —— 
Half Guineas 10s. 
Double Guineas 
Five-Pound Pieces — 
N.S. Guineas and HalfJ 
Guineas,Doub]e Guineas J- 
and Five-Pound Pieces 

N'. S. The fame — 
N.S. The fame — 
N. S. The fame — 

41 

I 
4lQuarter Guineas — — — 

44 10 

INDEX. 
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Angel-Noble 163, 189 
Anne, Queen 210 
Aquitaine, Money 115, 116,117, 

118, 119, 121, 127, 146, 159, 
160 

Arched Crown 41, 50,151,152, 

*53. 
Arms upon Money 111,117 
—- quartered 110, 1 ? 1 
—' ■ of Brunfivick 41 i 
■- England ill, 362, 363, 

373^ 3^4^ 405 

Page 
hxva% France no, 137, 362, 

363, 373» 3«4. 386 
" ■ ■ Great Britain 281,405 
- Guyenne 117 
-- Ireland 209, 266, 2S1, 

3^2, 373, 384, 386 
-°f Man 408 
-Lunenhurgh 411 
- FlaJJaii 385, 386, 400 
■■■ Saxony 411 
■-- Scotland ^62, 

384, 386, 405 
--Zealand 252 
Armfirong, Thomas 374 
ABay Mailer 20, 25, 54 
AlTay, or Pix 79, 105 
Aymary, Phillip 54 
American, Money 378, 409, 419 

B 

B 

^ A bees 374, 401, 402 
Badges of the four King¬ 

doms 74 
Baltimore, Lord, Money 350 
Bambridgc, Chrtjiophcr 204 
Barnfabie Mines 304> 325, 
Barons Mints 49, -3 
Bai'e Money S2, 2n, 2i(., 222, 

224, 227, 230, 231,234,265, 
266, 268, 269 
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Page 
Bayonne 121, 159 
Belgick, Lion upon the Money 25 3 

Mint 81, 88, 89 
Bezants 14, 15. 16, 44 
Billon Money 142, 156, 158 
BiihopsMinis 16,17,49, 50, 53, 

60, 6;, 76, 88, 91, 154, 179 
202, 203, 206 

Black Maile 89 
Black Money 89, 159 
Black Prince 119,120,121,157 
Blancs I45’ *47> 
Blondeau, Peter 344, 345> 34^’ 

347 
Bombay Wotxt'j 33^ 
Bofnvorth *05 
Bothwells 336, 374, 4°*> 4®^ 
Bourdeaux It9> 147’ ^59 
Bowes, Martin 191, 194, 209, 

211, 220, 221 
Brakenbury, Robert 169 
Brafs Money 6, 10, i55» 290, 

36s, 369, 380, 403 
Brickill-Hill Mines 288 
Briot, Nicholas 310, ‘^‘^‘2,, 358 
BriJJel, Henry 9^» 
BriJlolM'mt 17,38,76,81,140, 

166, 259, 349, 394, 399 
Britaine Crown 274,276,277, 

279, 282, 298, 308, 333 
Britijh Coins > 6, 7 
Broad-faced Groats 270 
Broad-Pieces 285 
----called in and re¬ 

coined 423 
Brun/nvick Arms 411 
--- Money 420, 425 
Buckhurjt, Lord 268 
Buckingham,3^4 
Bullion, 91,123, 147,148, 149, 

160,173,i7S>188,295,300, 
30i, 355> 387>389>390»4L3 

Btilloignt * ^4 
Bungalls 266 
BujUll, Thomas 302, 303, 304 

Page CAdwalladar 185 
Lalais Mint 131,135.136, 

139, 140,147,149, 154,160, 
169, 171, 187 

Canterbury Crofs 202 
--Mint 16, 38, 56, 65, 

68, 70, 71, 76, 8i, 88, 154, 
166, 188, 202, 204, 205, 
206, 217 

Car decue Coin 295 
Cardiganjhire Mines 287 
Carew 228 
Carlingford NCwiX. 167 
Carlijle Mint 65 
-- Siege Pieces 326, 327 
Chaifes 119, 120 
Charlemagne's Crown 412 
Charles the Firft 295, 339, 358 
--the Second 339, 340, 

. 353> 395> 396’ 423 
Charter Mints 91 
ChefterM'mX. 324,394,399 
ChichefierWAnX. 17> 65 
Clippers and Coiners punifhed 

17, 48, 67, 75, 212, 244, 
245, 248, 302 

Clipped and Counterfeit Money 
67, 74> 77, I7i> 174> 212, 
302, 342, 358, 387, 423 

Cognizance, of Richard the 
Third 170 

Coinage A£l 355, 387 
-Duty 356»424 
Collar, firft upon the Money 217 
•-of the Garter 284 
Comb-Martin Mines 85, 91, 

304> 325 
Commonwealth Money 341, 

343. 353 
Conjlable, Richard 15 o 
Copper Money 5, 14, 89, 258 

259, 270, 290, 293, 294, 328, 
33i> 332,336,338»348,352, 
368,386,371,374,400,403, 

405, 408, 415, 424 
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Corn^ji'all, Earl 

• — Mines 

Page 

68 

85. 325 

36, 87, 337 

368 

67 

301 

166 

89 

Cork Mint 

Corporation Money 

Cerjtni 

Cottington, Lord 

Coventry Mint ' 

Counterfeit Sterling 

Coin 9. See Money 

Crane, %\r Francis 329 

Cranjielci, Kan dal 279, 295 

Cranmer, Fhomas 205 

C ray ford-Moor hlmts 287 

Crokards 73. 79, 87 

Crofs upon Money 14. 37, 38 

Crofs-Keele Groats 278 

Crowns, the diifcre'rt falhions 

ofit, 35, 36, 41*; 46, 30, 35, 

63,69, 81,95, ISC 165, 168, 

197, 200, 202, 203 

Crown Gold 28, 192, 214, 233, 

272, 376 

Crowns of Gold 192,200,214, 

222, 229, 233, 249,272, 274 

' of Silver 208, 214, 254, 

274 

— — - of the Double Rofe 192 

~-of King Philip 229 

Cunage of Money 134, 211, 

213, 240, 252, 260, 296, 299 

Cunobeline 8,9 

Cutters j6o 

D 

DAndy-prats 

Danes Money 

Dan'rc, John 

Darien Pidole 

Danbeney, Sir Giles 

Dei Gratia, upon Money 

De Loy, John 

Demy Saluts 

Denarii 

Denier, John 

Denier s 

181 

17 

136 

402 

171 

84 

Derby Mint j -j 

Device of Edward the Fourth 

164 

DevonJhireM.\viCS 304, 385, 391, 

325 

Francis 212 

Dollar 372, 4C9 

Dominus Groats 270 

Dominus Hibernice 63,80 

Donatinje, John 94, 107 

Dcobleday, Edsnund 278 

Dotkin I 3 

Double Crown 274, 276, , 

279, 282, 298, 308, 333 

Double Guinea 405 

Double Rofe Noble. See Noble 

Doubles 141, 145, 157 
Drake Shilling 250 

Drogheda 86, 167, 168 

Dublin Mint 63, 68,86, 122, 

_ 155, 167, 210, 337 

Duke’s Coin, 50, 55 

Dunwich Kimt 149 
Durham-houfe Mint 220 

Durham Mines 304 

•-- Mint 66, 71, 81, 89, 

loo, 166, 180, 188, 204, 206 

E 

17 Agles 73 
Eallerling 20, 21, 23, 59, 

62, 94, 95. See Sterling 
Eaji-India Cosnpany 255, 280, 

244 

145, 156 

107 

94, 107 

23. 159 

F f 

Edinburgh Money 

Edingtcn, JViUicnn 

Edward the Elder 

-Fird 

•- Second 

- Third 

—-  Fourth 

-Fifth 

Sixth 

Eger ton, Thomas 

4 

37^^ 423 

407 

61 

26, 29, 72 

87, 88 

89. 151', 159 

152, 160, 228 

169 

98, I 76, 2(1 

224 
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Page 

Elephant Money 363,365, 366, 

3^7, 369. 37^ 
EUzaietk, Queen 28,184,216, 

228, 232, 358 

Englijh Dollar 256 

E/cus 115,116, 142 

E-vtrJhmn 17 

EuJIatius ^2 

Exchange 78, 82, 88,91, ic6, 

134,147,300 

Exchanger, for Ireland 269 

Exeter M\cX 17, 38, 65,81,324, 

^ ,, 394> 399 
Exportable, Money 255 

F 

IT'Anams 376 

Farthings of Bafe Metal 82 

•- of Copper, l3c. See 

Copper Money 

> ■ of Gold 102, 148 

»■■■" ... of Silver 14,37,47,62, 

71, 82, 122, 129, 153, 189, 

214, 219, 234, 254, 371 

--- Tokens 290, 329, 331, 

368, 374 

Fenrother, Robert 172 

Ferling 94, 106 

Ferling-Ncble 104,100,113, 

170 

Fidel Defcnfor 411 

Fifteen-Shilling Pieces 285 

Filing of Money 423, 424 

Finers 173 

Five-Pound Pieces 367, 378, 

386, 405 

Five-Shilling Pieces 286 

--Scotch 401, 406 

Fleetjuood, Fho?nas 240 

Flanders, Nobles coined there 

114 

-- Money 12S, 186 

Fkmip Coins current 91, 230, 

241 

E X. 

Page 

Fleunns 142 

Florences 45, 102, 104, 106 

Florins 44, 45, 101, 102, 103 

Foreign Money 77, 78, 79, 89, 

97> »73» -J+i* 277 
Forty-Penny Pieces 188, 192, 

195, 199 

-—-Scotch 335 

Forty-Shilling Pieces 367, 378, 

380, 405 

- Scotch 319, 4^0, 401 

Fourpence-Haltp^nnyPieces24i 

Four-Mark Pieces 373 

France, Tide upon the Money. 

See Title 

—- ■ Money coined by our 

Kings there ii_,, 118, 119, 

12o7i27, 140,145,156, 184, 

207 

Franks 156, 157 

Freeman, Ralph 356 

French Money 82, 83,181, 241, 

257, 295, 361 

Fr i/cob aid, Frederick 75, 88 

G 

GAle, George 212 

Gallonvay Mint 16.7 

Galley Halfpence 128,129,133 

Gafeony, Money coined there 115 

Genoa 129 

George Florin 117 

Nobles 192, 195, 199 

Georgel'n^ 28,410 

- Second 421 

Gloucejler 17, 38 

Godolphin, Sir Francis 303 

Gold. See Bullion 

Goldbeater, Bartholomenu 137,149 

Gold Crown. See Crown 

Gold Mines. See Mines 

Gold Money 4, 5,6,10, 14,43, 

72, 86, i95> 3*^®^ 343» 4*3 
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Page 
Gold Money firft coined in Eng- 

land 101, 102 

fird debafed 192 

Page 

297 
63, 86 

exported 105 
Gold Penny 72 
Graining upon tiie Money 563, 

Groats 82, 83, 93, 9^, 93, 97 
Guinea 366, 377, 386, 393, 

396,412,413,422 
Guinea Company 367 
Guyenne. See u4quitaine 

H 

HAlf-Angels. See Angels 
HuM-Britijh Crowns 274, 

277, 283 
Half-Broad Piece 285 
Half-Crowns of Gold 192, 194, 

214, 200. See Crowns 
-of Silver 214. See Crowns 
Half-Dollar 
Hall-Florences 
•-- Groats 
Half-Guinea. 

Laurels 

265 
270 

161, 162 
368 

24. 45. 5? 

Harley, Sir Robert 

Plarp, Irijh 

Harp Money 
Harpers 
ElajHngs, Lord 
Henly Money 
Henry Fii d 
- Second 24, 25,49, 5,', 5Y, 

58, 60, 61, 7r 
-Third 29, 38, 55, 65 
- Fourth 128, 159 
-fifth 29, 132, 151, 159 
- Sixth 147, 179, 183 

Seventh 29, 152, 153, 
154, 171, 196, 206 

— Eighth 28, 98, 176, 178, 
179,180,181,187,191,217 

-Junior 57,60,61,58 
Hibernies 383 

373 
103 

. 95. 98 
See Guinea 

278, 286 

335> 373 
104 

Copper. See 

J 

Half-Mark 
Half-Nobles 
Halfpenny of 

Copper Money 
—■ — Gold 102 
■ - Silver 14, 37,47,62, 71 

82, 129, 133, 189, 275, 344 
•-"Em 372,37^,3^6 
- French 15 9 
■ ■ ■ “ Scotch 374 
— . - of private Perfons 370 
Half-Rials 161 
Half-Shillings 224, 233 
Half-Sovereigns 172, 184, 194, 

198 
Half-Unites. SeeDouble Crowns 
Hammered Money 76, 77, 356, 

357, 358'39L 393, 394^.423 
^-Manner ol making it 76 

I 

Jmes Firft 218, 271 
Second 376, 395, 396, 

423 
201, 210 

67* 75 

337 
255 

Jane, Queen 
Je^ojs 

Imperial Crown 
Inchequin Money 
Indian Money 
Inicription upon the Rirn 3O2, 

363, ,364, 368, 385, 401 
John, King 
IpJvjich Mint 
Ireland, Duke 
-- King 

Lord 

21, 62 

17, 65 
126 

80, 209, 230 
63, 80 
63, 86 Injh Harp 

-Money 21, 6z,ji, 77, 80^ 
81, 86,87,*00,121,122,127, 
132,155,161, 165, 166,168, 
L‘ L 175,186, 209, 222, 265, 

293036,338, 374, 379,4^3» 
408, 415, 425 

Iftc of Man, Arms 408 

' ■ ■ Money ib. 
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Page 

l^^Atberine, Queen zoo, 201 > 
210 

King of Ireland 80, 309 
Knight, William 230 
Kninjet, Lord ZJ^ 
Knox, Jolon 119 

L 

T Ambrequins 43 
j_j Lancafhire Mines 203, 304 
Lancajier Mint 38 
-- Duke 121 
Latten 59 
Laurels 278, 285 
Laws concerning clipped and 

lightMoney 77,78,155,178 
300, 361, 389, 394 ^ _ 

--clipping or diminilhing 
‘ the Money 76,13^, 244, 389 
.■ concerning counterfeiting 

the Coin 90, 133, 244, 395 
-— to encourage the Coinage 

355 
— the Exportation and Con- 

fumption of the Coin 90, 91, 
105, 123,128,129,160,173, 
175, 268, 276, 280, 300 

——- falfe Money 73, 89, 224, 
244 

—< Foreign Money 77, 79,89, 
_ 105, 128, 145, 147, 

melting down the Coin, 
90, 124, 129, 160,276, 320, 

354 . . 
-multiplying Gold and Sil¬ 

ver 129. Repealed 387 
—— Profit by Exchange of 

Money 216, 280, 389 
—— Standard and Value 105, 

106, 108, IC9 
Leaden Tokens 128, 290 
Leather Money 5>ii3 
Lee, Edward ?03> 205 
Legg, George 375 

Page 
Leonines 73 
Leopardi ill 
Limerick Mint 167, 3^3 
LincolnMivA 17,38,56,65,81, 

369 

Linn Mint 65 
Lions of Gold 116 
London Halfpenny 369 
Londonyi'vnt 13> 17> 3^> 5''» 5^» 

65,70,71,76, 81,82,84,88, 
98, 100, 105, 126, 131, 140, 
149, 165,178,206,227,253 

Lo’ve-Lock 309 
Louis d'Ors recoined 298 
Lowfon, "John 248, 251 
Lozenge Money 327 
Lucas Farthing 371 
Lully, Raymond 112 
Lunenburgh Arms 411 
Lujhburg 9® 

M- 

M 

'Ackworth, Sir Humphrey 

399 
Maderas Money 376 
Maille 89, 94, 106, 128 
Maille Noble 104, 106, 113 
Malakin, Nicholas 123 
Maldon Mint 9 
Malepylis, Bordet 96 
Malines, Gerard 304, 326 
Manca, Manctifa, or Marca. See 

Mark 
Manfois 140 
Mark 16, 18 
-Scotch 372, 373, 374 
Martin, Richard 242, 243, 250, 

252, 258, 260, 267, Z’]l, 278 
Maryland Money 349 

Queen 98,182,197,223 
-her Device 225 
Middleton, S'l'c Hugh 287, 3^7 
Migglejwick Mines 3°4 
Miles Argent arias 20, 25,54 
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Page 

Mill-Money 247,250,254, 289, 

308,309,310,314, 316, 321, 

323>345>348,354»35«»(hovv 

made 359) 366 

Mines 85, 91, 287, 303, 304, 

325/387^ 399 
Mint 17,25,49,50,53,65,73, 

76, 88,91,96, 105,131,134, 

*35>i47»i49> * *54>160, 171, 

173,1:5,187,203,220, 239, 

295,296,298,301,302, 305, 

3-6, 317, 394, 407 

Mint farmed 68 

Mitres 

Money, by weight 2, 3, 18,19, 

23>59>67, 77, 133,135, 301 

*— ad Sealant 19 

—' ad Penfum ib. 

— ' ' of Oold 4, 5, 6, 10, 14, 

43, 72, 86, 101, 102, 104, 

106, 109 

Silver 4, 5,6, 13, Eng- 

325, 398 

— — Copper. See Copper 

Money 

■-Brafs 6,10, 155,290, 

368, 369, 380, 403 

— -Billon 142, 156, 158 

--mixed Metal 10, 419 

-Iron lo 

-- Lead 128,296 

-- Pewter 382, 403 

--Tm 372, 378, 386 

-- bafe Metal. See bafe 

Money 

» Manner of making it 76, 

M ^59 
exportable 255 

•- recoined 48, 54, 64, 68, 

75*79^83,84,85,93,94,95, 

99, 100,102,104, ic6, 107, 

*33* ‘34’ H7> 148’ *74’ *76, 

223, 240, 273, 342, 390 

— -- Keafons for Recoinage 

236, 388 

Money debafed 187, 192,^94'] 

195, 205, 207,209,210,212, 

213 

•-raifed 167, 189, 190, 

194, 199, 213, 276, 380 

Moutjoy, Lord 187 

Morris, John * 340 

Muttons 140, 145, 146 

N 

N4fau Arms 385, 40® 

New Angels 286 

Newark Siege-Pieces 327, 328 

Nevjca/lle Mint 81 

Ne<w England yioxsey 328, 349 

New Sterling 28 

Niquets 146 

Noble 104, 106, 109, 145,156; 

_ 158, 163, 183, 222, 242 

- m Flanders *07, 114 

Noble Angel 163, 189 

Noble, Scotch 33^; 

Eiormandy 14 ^ 

Norman Money 18 

North Eallers 328 

Northampton Mint 65 

NcrnMtch Earthing 365 

—■ Mint 394,399 

Nottingham Halfpenny 368 

Numberaddedto Name 40,43, 

69, 176 

Nummi Eafterlingi 28 

o 

OB0U 107 

Obhdional Pieces 326, 

Olinjer's Money 348 

Orb with the Crofs 

O'Reky^s Money 

327, 340 

’ 35*’ 353* 

15L 
356 

182 

*55 

f 
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Ores 

Orleans 
Ormond Money 
Ojnaburgb Arms 

—--Money 
Ounce 18, 30, 69, 80 
Oxfordy^xxA 38, 5O, 65, 306, 

313', 317, 321, 329 

Page 

3°4 
117 * 
337 
421 

420 

\ Aimer, Andrew 
_ Paper Credit 
Farts Denier 
Parkhurji, Sir William 
Parliament Money 

296 
392 

Pollards 
Poll-Money 
Fontana Mint 

Page 

73> 79« 87 
a 

86, 167, 168 
FontefraS Movtcy 327, 340, 341 

Badge 183 
—-Farthmgs 189, 206, 214 
-—Phoney 255 

--- puiluivant 144 
Pound 16,18,20,69,80 
-Troy 29,30,31,391 
- Averdupois 30, 31, 32 

Price, Sir Carhery 399 
Private Tokens 3^^ 
Proclamations 67,76, 190, 194» 

324’ 

ayments, by Weight 2, 3; 

19, 23, 59, 67, 77, 133, 
301 

Fecunia 
Peningna 

-cf Gold _ 72, 
Penny-Halfpenny-Pieces 
Penny-weight 69, 70. 

Penny 
Perche, Percinjal 94, 104, 
Perkin-Warbeck Money 

Petit Blanks 
--Deniers 14b; 

Petition Crown 
Pewter Money 3^2, 
Philip Crown 
Fhili/; and Mary 225; 
Phoenicians It 
Pirri, Martin 222 
Piftoles 402 
--recoined 398 

Pix 79’ J05’ 275 
Plantation Money 378,409,419 
Plate Money 328, 336 

Point Secret 143 

»S9 205, 2og, 213, 214, 216, 

295 223,234,235,241,244,268, 

518, 272,273,276,280,295, 329* 

341 33c 34°’ 380’4°3’4°9’ 4‘3» 
18, 423 

‘35’ Protedor. See Oliver 
Purveyances 19 

^33. 
265 

5 

CL 

16 Uadr antes 107 

,69, V / Quadruple Noble 183 

178 ^ Quakers Money 405 

102 Quarter-Angels 194 

241 Broad Pieces 286 

See -- Dollars 373 
-— Florences 130 

107 --- Guineas 414 

186 --Laurels 278 , 286 

158 -- Mark 335 » 373 
141 Noble 104 

364 --Rial 161 

403 Shilling 224. See Six- 

229 pence 

227 
), II R 

RAmadge, David 347 
Raps 4ii>' 

Read, Bartholomew 162,171,172 
--William 17 2 
Recoinage Duty 39* 
Remedy 299, 300 
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Rex Groats 

Richard Firft 

■ Second 

•-- Third 

Page 

270 

22, 58 

121, 159 

109 

Richmond, Dutchefs 329 

Roan Money I40> 144 

Robert, Prince, Coin 42 

Rochejier Mint 17, 38, 65 

Rockley, Gregory 7 3 

Rogers, Richard 296 

Roman Monty ll, 12 

Rofaric.s 93 
Rofe-Crown 361 

Rofe for England 84, 97 

Rofe-Pennies, and Halfpennies 

214,225,227,231,254,271, 

288, 321 

Rofe-Nobles, orRofe-Rials 163, 

181,275, 277> 279> 283, 298, 

306 

Rotie 2 64 

Rougedragon, Purfuivant 185 

Roupees 376 

Roivlet, Ralph \ 91 

Royal, French 119, 120, 127 

Ruff upon the Money 245 

Rufus 34, 40, 41 

Ryal 161, 163, 170, 171, 174, 

184,189,190, 198, 223, 224, 

228, 234, 245 

Ryal-Farthings 171 

'Ryal-Nobles 163 

Ptfl cc 
Scotch Money 42, 77, 90, 123, 

128,129,153,174, 271,273, 

276,292,332,372, 379>4oo. 
401, 406 

Seignorage j 34 

Shanxj,John 172 

Shekel 2, 3 

Sherrington, William 212 

Shilling 16, 18, 176, 180,207, 

212 

ShrenvJburyyWxiX. 17, 305 

Silver Mines. See Mines 

-Money 4, 5, 6, 13 

-firft debafed 194 

Six-Angel Pieces 222 

Six-pences 214, 215 

Six-Pound Pieces 271 

Sixty-Shilling Pieces 401 

Slaithborney\l\nt^ 304 

Smulkins 270 

Sovereigns 172, 174, 181, 182, 

^83,193,195,197,212, 213, 

220, 222, 223, 224, 227, 233, 

243,245,246, 272, 281, 283, 

292 

South-Sea Company 412 

Spur-Rials 275, 277, 279, 284, 

298, 306 

SAint Edmundjbury Mint 

56, 65, 68, 81, 88, 

Saint Loe Money 

Saint ^intin 
Saluts 145, 

Saxon Money 

Saxosiy Arms 

Scarborough Siege Money 

See at 

Sceptre upon the Money 39 

Scotch Guinea 

— ■ - Mint 

Staldings 

Standard 25, 26, 27, 28, 59, 62, 

73, 74, 103, 135, 188, 193, 

194,215,230,233,242,243, 

276,279,297,298,303,354, 

355> 361, 376, 390, 406 

--- debafed 192, 194 

Stanley, Fhomas 224, 230, 233, 

i7> ^ 240,265 

89, State of the Coinage 260 

143 Stebunheath 79 

228 Steepings 73 

156 Stephen, King 49, 51 

13 Sterling 20, 54, 59, 62, 173, 

411 188,224,376. See Penny 

328 --- new 28 

16 Stycas 14 

, 80 Supporters 197, 325 

402 Sufkin 133 

407 Sytnon 348^35* 

\ 
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Page TAble at Dowr 79 

Ten-Shil. Pieces 286,313 

Silver 326 

--Scotch 379, 401, 406 

Telloon 152,180,181,194,206, 

212, 234, 248 

Tethury Money 369 

Thetford 3^ 

Thiftlc Crown 274, 276, 277, 

282 

Thirty-Shilling Pieces 284 

Three-Angel Pieces 244 

»■ Farthing Pieces 241, 254 

--Halfpenny Pieces 241,254 

Threepences 167, 215 

Three-Pound Pieces 313 

^hrifma 16 

Throgmorton’’t Mint 218, 219 

TilJvjorth, William 211 

Tin Farthings 372,378,386 

Titles upon the Money 

■ of Aquitaine 84, 112, 124 

—— France 97, 98, 99, III, 

113, 124, 138, 145 

—- - Great Britain 272 

— ■ ' Ireland 80, lOO, 163, 209 

Tournay Groat 207 

Money 159 

Tradefmens Halfpence 25 9, 

290, 368, 370 

53 
167 

63, 86 

8 
iSS> 167 

75 
122 

Page 

'\TEer, oi Oxford 126 

V Money 404, 405 

Villers, Barbara 356 

-- Sir Ednuard 295 

Unite 273,276,277,279,282, 

298. 307^ 332 

Unmilled Guinea 366 

Ufurers 53, 67, 75 

W WAleis, Henry 79 

Wardel Mines 304 

Warham Mint 17, 202. 

WaterfordMmt 86,87, 167, 168 

Welch Copper Company 412 

-Feathers 287, 303 

—— Mines 287,302, 303, 304, 

399 
Whites or Blanks 143 

White Groats 270 

William the Conqueror 33> 39 

384 
34, 40, 41 

70 

17, 38, 65 

193, 202 

415 

228 

Traporitcs 

Tredagh Mint 

Triangular Harp 

Tribute Money 

Trim Mint 

^urnemire, William 
Turneys 

Twenty-Penny Pieces 335 

Twenty-Shilling Pieces 285,313 

■- Silver 326 

..-- Scotch 401 

Two-Mark Pieces 373 

Two-pence-far. Pieces 241, 254 

Two-Shilling Pieces 375 

William and Mary 
William Rufus 
Wilton Mint 

Winchef er Mint 

Woolfey, Cardinal 

Wood’s Halfpence 

Wyat 

Y YArmouth Money 369 

York, Duke, Arms 420 

-Money ib. 
York, John 211, 324 

- Mint 17, 38, 52, 56, 65, 
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APPENDIX. 

COINAGE OF HIS PRESENT 

Majesty Geo. 

GOLD. 

^HE Current coins are Guineas, fig. 3, 

and half Guineas, fig. 4. The Quarters, 

fig. 1, feem to have difappeared, although 

a large quantity were at one time in circu¬ 

lation ; but from the inconvenience of 

their fmall fize, and frequently becoming 

light, were after a few years circulation 

difufed. 

There have been of the two larger, a 

coinage in mofl of the years of his pre- 

fent Majefly’s reign, and in greater quan¬ 

tities than in any preceding one; though 

lefsof filver, the gold is common. 

In the year 1776, a coinage of feven 

fhilling pieces in gold was propofed, and a 

pattern made ; fig. 2, but an objeftion was 
B 2 fuggefled. 
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fuggefled, in the confultation of the 
council, that the fame inconvenience 
might be experienced in thefe pieces as 

had been in the five and three-pcnces. 
I’his is not frequently to be met with. 

A pattern was alfo made for a two gui¬ 
nea piece which is now fcarce. And ve¬ 
ry fcarce is a pattern for a five guinea 

piece flruck in the year 1770. 

SILVER. 

The firfl Silver ofthis reign is the fhilling 

of 17^3, fig. 5, of which it is faid, only one 
liundred pounds worth was haflily flruck, 

as is fuppofed for the Earl of Northum¬ 

berland to diflribute amongfl the popu¬ 
lace when he went Vice Roy to Ireland. 
The addition of the laurel round the head 

^vas made to the die of the guinea 1790, 
for the purpofe of difnatch in flriking 
this fliilling, which is now rather fcarce. 

In 1762, one penny, two penny, three 
penny, and four penny pieces were coin¬ 

ed ; the head of each piece was fimilar to 
the fpccimen of the three pence deferib- 

ed, fig. 6, and on the reverfe of each 
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piece the figure of its refpe6live value* 

They are frequently to be met with. 

The next (hilling is of the year 1764, and 

we believe only patterns were ftruck ; it 

is much more fcarce than the former. 

The head is nearly the fame. 

The very beautiful fliilling of the year 

1775, is alfo a pattern, and very rare to be 

met with; as is the (hilling of 1778, which 

is but indilferently executed. 

We are at a lofs to account for the rea- 

fon of no coinage of (hillings being ilTued, 

after fo many dies had been engraved; the 

coinage of 1787, of ihillings and (ixpences, 

hg. 7, and 8, which w’as made for the ufe 

of the Bank of England, is very beautiful,^ 

and though frequently to be met with, is 

not in common currency; and we can but 

lament, that a nation fo great in its com¬ 

mercial and mercantile affairs, abounding 

with manufafturers and merchants, fhoiild 

fufifer fo bafe an impolition as the prefent 

(liver currrency appears to be ; for few, 

very few indeed, of the (hillings and (ix¬ 

pences now in ufe, appear ever to have 

been legally coined. 

la 
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In thisprefent year 1792, there has 

been a coinage of one penny, twopenny, 
and three penny pieces. 

There has been no crowns or half 

crowns fince the year i75t* 

COPPER. 

The firft Copper coin of this teign 

half pence in the year 1770, and from 

thence to 1775 
were coined, and. are very common, 

^Farthings alfo,of the date >775’ 
and the two following years, are frequent- 

Iv to be met with. 
•"^Thereisan halfpenny oftheyeart77°- 

in which by miflake a letter is e on 
the name of his Majefty ; Handing GEO- 
RIUS inftead of GEORGIUS ; it is fel- 

Anm to be met with. 
There has been a one penny piece 

flr'uck, with a Negroes head on one fide 

and a pine apple on the other, ^it^ 
words I SERVE, andon the reverfe, BA 
R \DOES PENNY. We do not know f “S » buck by «de, of soc,™. 
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ment for the currency of that ifland; or 

for fome" merchants going there, but we 

efleem it a neat performance. 

There is at this time, and for a few 

years pafl have been, a number of towns ' 

in the kingdom ftriking half pence. 

They have in general the arms of the 

town, and various devices analagous to 

the places they were ftruck at. Some 

have taken this method on account of the 

large number of bafe half pence now in 

circulation, and with which thevare much 

annoyed, Mofl of thefe coins are neatly 

executed, and make no fmall addition to' 

the colleftor’s cabinet; they are much 

heavier than our national currency, and 

we hope it will be the means of govern¬ 

ment attending to an improv^ement in 

that part of the coinage. 

ISLE OF MANN. ' 

There is a penny and half penny of this 

place, of the prefent reign, fince the fo- 

vereignty has been purchafedby govern¬ 

ment of the Duke of Athol; it is a neat 

dye, with the King’s bull on the one lide. 
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on the other three legs joined, being the 

arms of the Ifle of Man; they have each 

neat grainery on the edge. 

There has been Copper half pence for 

Ireland, fig. to, of feveral years of the pre- 

' fent reign, but we believe no farthings. 
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